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  .TO  AMO.  VltOM 

EDWARD  GIBBON,  Esq. 


0 

This  Letter,  in  the  eaiiy  kiiid-wridiig  of  Mr.  Gibb«>k»  (proba- 
'  ttl^  'abovt  die  thne  offals  first  leaving  Lairanie,)  seems  to  be 
iindelf  tte  assoinedMehanietier  of  «  Swedish  traveller,  writing 
to  a  Swiss  friend,  ddUneating  the  defects  lie  dasooveied  in  the 
government  of  Berne.  In  pointing  out  those  defects  he  seems 
to  have  had  the  intention  of  suggesting  remedies ;  but,  as  he 
is  entering  on  this  topic,  the  manuscript  ends  abruptly. 
The  excellence  of  this  curious  paper  will  apologize  for  its 
great  length. 

mon  cher  ami,  je  ne  veux  point  ^tre  cos* 
mopolite.    Loin  de  moi  cc  titre  fastueux,  sous  le- 
«  Quel  nos  philosophes  cachent  une  ^ale  indifFi6rence 
pour  tout  le  genre  humain.    Je  veux  aimer  ma 
patrie,  et  pour  aimer,  il  me  taut  des  preferences ; 

mais 


No;  my  dear  friend,  I  will  not  be  a  citizen  of  the  world;  I  re- 
ject with  sconi  that  proud  title,  under  which  our  philosophers 
.  conceal  an  ^ual  indifference  for  the  whole  human  race.  I  will 
love  my  conntiy ;  and  to  love  it  above  all  others,  there  must  ha 
reasons  for  my  preference: .  but,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  my  heart  is 
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mais  ou  je  me  trompe,  ou  mon  cceur  est  susceptible 
de  plus  d'une.  Quand  j'aurois  tout  sacrifi^  pour  la 
SuMe,  mon  pays  natal,  je  ne  me  serois  point  en- 
core acquitt^  envers  elle ;  je  lui  dois  la  vie  et  la 
fortune :  mais  que  cette  vie  seioit  triste,  que  cette 
fortune  me  seroit  k  charge,  si,  expatri^  dhs  ma 
tendre  jeuuessCi  votre  pays  n'eut  pas  fonn^  mon 
go&t  et  ma  raison  k  des  moeurs  moins  grossiferes 
que  les  ndtres !  Je  me  montrerois  indigne  de  ces 
bienfaits,  s'ils  ne  m  avoient  pas  inspire  la  plus  vive 
reconnoissance.  Aujourd'hui  que  la  Su^e,  tran- 
quille  k  Tabri  des  loix,  n'exige  de  ses  enfims  que 
de  sentir  leur  bonheur,  je  puis,  sans  I'offenser, 
jetter  un  regard  sur  le  Pays  de  Vaud,  mon  autre 
patrie,  me  rdjouir  avec  vous  de  ses  avntages,  et 
compfttir  k  ses  maux.  ^ 

Votre  climat  est  beau,  votre  terroir  fertile ;  vous 
avez  pour  le  commerce  int^rieur  des  facility  dont 


cuseeptible  of  afiectioa  for  more  countries  than  one.  Did  I  sacri- 
fice all  to  Sweden,  I  should  only  pay  my  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
land  m  which  I  was  bom,  and  to  which  I  owe  my  life  and  fortune. 
Yet  life  and  fortune  would  have  been  but  melancholy  burthens,  if, 
after  my  ba^^.ishment  from  home  in  early  youth,  your  country  had 
not  forir.cd  my  taste  and  reason,  and  taught  me  more  refined  mo- 
rals- than  our  ou  i.  I  should  prove  myself  unworthy  of  this  good- 
ness, did  it  not  inspire  me  with  the  liveliest  gratitude :  and  now 
that  Sweden,  enjoying  tranquillity  under  the  protection  of  laws, 
requires  nothing  from  its  subjects  but  a  just  sense  of  their  happi- 
ness, I  may  direct  my  attention,  without  oflenoe,  lo  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  my  second  counby;  rejoicing  with  you  in  its  advantages, 
or  commiserating  its  misfortunes. 
You  enjoy  a  fine  climate,  a  fertile  soil^  and  have  conveniences 
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il  ne  tieat  vous  de  profiten  Mais  je  consid^re 
plutdt  les  habitans,  que  IlialHtatioD.    On  va  cher- 

cher  Ics  philosoplies  k  Lonclres.  Paris  attire  dans 
son  sein  tous  ceux  qui  n  aiment  que  la  douceur  de 
la  soci^ti6.  Votre  pays  le  chde  k  ces  deux  capitales^ 
la  OLi  elles  brillent;  mais  cependant  il  r^unit  tous 
leurs  avantages  respectits ;  il  est  le  seul  ou  tout  k 
la  feis  dn  ose  penser,  et  on  sache  vivre.  Que  vous 
mauque-t-il  ?  la  liberty :  et  priv6s  d'elle,  tout  vous 
manque. 

Cette  v^t6  vous  surprend,  elle  vous  blesse. 
Pouvoir  dire  que  nous  ne  sommes  pas  libres,  me 

repondez  vous,  prouve  que  nous  le  sommes.  II  le 
prouyeroit  peut-^tre,  A  j'^iivois  a  Lausanne;  ou 
plutdt  1^  m£me  il  ne  prouveroit  rien.  Vos  maltres 
connoissent  la  maxime  du  Cardinal  Mazarin,  de 
vous  laisser  parler,  pourvu  que  vous  les  laissiez 
agir.   Ainsi  le  proc^  n'est  point  encore  jug6. 

Si 


for  internal  commerce,  from  which  great  benefit  might  be  derived. 
But  I  consider  the  people  rather  than  their  territory.  Philosophy 
flotttishes  in  London ;  Paris  is  the  centre  of  those  attracted  by  the 
aUurem^nts  of  polished  society.  Yottr  country,  though  inferior  to 
those  capitals,  yet  unites  in  some  nusisure  their  respective  advan- 
tages; since  it  is  the  only  country  wbose  inhabitants,  while  they 
think  freely  and  boldly^  live  politely  and  elegantly.  What  then 
is  wanting  ?   Liberty ;  and  deprived  of  it,  you  have  lost  your  all. 

This  truth  surprises  and  offends  you.  The  ri^t  of  complain* 
ing*  you  answer,  that  we  are  not  free,  b  a  proof  of  our  liberty. 
If  I  wrote  at  Lausanne,  the  arguratfit  would  have  weight;  yet 
even  there,  it  would  not  be  convincing;  for  your  mas,teri>  are  not 
ignorant  of  Cardinal  Mazarine's  maxim,  and  arc  billing  to  allow 
you  to  talk,  provided  you  allow  them  tp  act;  so  that  the  process  is 
not  yet  determinedv 

»  2  If 
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Si  j'^crivois  pour  le  peuple  je  m'addresserois 
ses  passions ;  je  le  ferois  souvenir  de  cette  maxime 
de  tous  les  tenis,  que  dans  les  r<5piibliques,  ceux 
qui  sont  libres,  sont  plus  libres^  et  ceux  qui  sent 
esclaves,  plus  esclaves  que  partout  ailleurs.  Mais 
avcc  11  n  ami  tcl  que  vous,  je  nc  dois  chercher  que 
la  v6rit6,  ei;  n'empioyer  que  la  raison.  Quand  je 
compart  votire  ^tat  avec  celui  de  vos  voisins,  c'est 
avec  plaisir  que  je  le  prononce  heureux.  Traversez 
votre  lac  et  vos  inoutagnes,  vous  trouverez  partout 
un  peuple  digne  d'un  /meilleur  sort;  sa  raison 
abnitie  par  la  superstition,  le  patrimoine  de  ses 
pferes,  et  le  fruit  de  son  Industrie,  en  proye  au 
partisani  ou  au  hussard.  Sa  vie  sacrifice  k  tout 
nuyment  au  caprice  d'un  seul  honune,  qui,  lorsqu'ii 
entend  parlor  de  vingt  niilles  de  ses  semblables, 
morts  dans  le  service  de  son  ambition,  dira  froide- 
menty  qu'ils  ont  fait  leur  devoir. 

Vous, 


If  I  wrote  for  the  people  I  would  speak  to  their  passions,  and 
hold  a  language  repeated  in  all  ages,  that  under  republics,  those 
xvho  are  free  are  more  free^'and  those  who  are  enslaved,  more  en- 
slaved, than  under  any  otlf^  form  of  government.   But  with  a  ' 
friend  like  you  I  would  seek  only  the  maxims  of  truth,  and  em- 
ploy only  the  arguments  of  reasmi*  When  I  compareyour  condition 
with  that  of  surrounding  nations,  I  can  sincerely  congratulate  you 
on  your  happiness.   Whenever  we  quit  the  neighbourhood  of  your 
lake  and  mountains,  we  find  men  who,  though  worthy  of  a  better 
late,  are  plunged  in  the  most  abject  superstition ;  whose  property 
and  industry  are  the  spoils'  of  a  licentious  soldiery ;  and  whose 
lives  arc  ready  every  moment  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  caprice  of  one 
man,  who,  when  he  hears  that  twenty  thousand  of  liis  fellow- 
creatures  have  fallen  sacrifices  to  his  ambition,  is  contented  with 
saying  coldly,  "  they  have  done  their  duty/' 

You, 
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V0US9  contraire,  professez  tm  Christianismey 
lament  a  la  divine  puret6  de  son  institution,  en- 
seign^  par  de  dignes  pasteurs,  ^  qui  on  permet  de 
se  ftire  aimer,  de  se  faire  respecter,  mais  non  de 
\  se  faire  ^raindre.  Votre  union  avec  le  Corps  Hel- 
v6tique  vous  a  assur6  dcpuis  deux  si^cles  une  paix 
unique  dans  Thistoire.  Vos  impdts  ^sont  petits, 
I'administration  douce.  On  n'entend  point  parler  ' 
parmi  vous  de  ces  sentences  sans  proems,  sans 
crime,  sans  accusateur,  qui  arrachent  un  citoyen 
du  milieu  de  sa  £unille.  L'on  ne  voit  jamais  le 
souverain,  on  le  sent  rarement.  Cependant  si  la 
liberty  consiste  ^  n'^tre  soumis  qu'^l  des  loix,  dont 
Tobjet  est  le  bien  commun  de  la  soci^t^  vous 
n^Ates  pdint  libre. 

Quand  la  .  violence  des  uns,  et  la  foiblesse  de^ 
autres,  ont  rendu  n^cessaires  les  soci6t6s  civiles,  il 

afiillu 


You,  on  the  contiary,  enjoy  a  Christianity  brought  back  to  the 
purity  of  its  original  prlncip}esr  taught  publicly  by  worthy  minU-> 
ten,  who  are  loved  and  respected,  but  who  h&V^  >t  not  in  their 
power  to  become  the  objects  of  fear.  Your  connexion  with  the  * 
Swiss  cantons  has  preserved  to  you  the  blessings  of  peace  two 
centuries ;  a  thing  unexampled  in  hbtory.  Your  taxes  are  m<^ 
derate;  and  the  public  admiuistnition  is  gentle.  You  have  not  to 
cpmplain  of  those  ai^itrary  sentences^  which,  without  any  form 
of  legal  procedure,  without  an  accuser,  and  without  a  crime, 
have  been  known  trt  tear  citizens  from  the  bosoms  of  their  fami- 
lies. The  sovereign  is  never  seen ;  the  weight  of  his  authority  is 
rarely  felt :  yet  if  liberty  consists  in  being  subject  to  laws  which 
impartially  consult  the  interests  of  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity, you  do  not  enjoy  that  blessing. 

When  the  injustice  of  some,  and  the  weakness  of  others, 
ihowed  the  necessity  for  civil  society,  individuals  were  obliged  to 
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a  fallu  renoncer  h  cette  ind6pendance  si  ch^re,  et 
si  pemicieuse.*  II  a  fallu  que  toutes  Ics  volont^s 

particuliferes  se  fonclisscnt  dans  une  volont6  g^n6- 
lale;  k  laquelle  des  punitions  r^gl^es  obligeassent 
chaque  citoyen  de  conformer  ses  actions.  'Qu'il 
est  delicat,  ce  poiivoir  de  fixer  la  volont6  g^n^rale! 
En  quelles  mains  doit  on  le  lemettie?  Serarce  k 
un  monarque  dolors  absolu  ?  Je  sais  que  VintMt 
bien  entendu  du  prince  nc  se  pcut  s6parer  d'avec 
celui  de  son  peupie,  et  qu'en  travailiant  pour  lui, 
il  tiavailie  pour  soi  mftme.  Tel  est  le  langage  de 
la  philosophic.  Mais  ce  langage  n'est  pas  un  de 
qeux  qu^  les  pr^cepteurs  font  ^tudier  aux  rois ;  et 
si  un  heureux  naturel  leur  en  donne  quelqu'  id^e, 
leurs  passions,  on  celles  d'un  ministre,  d'un  con- 
fesseur,  d'line  maitresse,  reffacent  bientdt.  Le 
peuple  g^mit,  mais  il  faut  qu'il  aitg^mi  long  terns, 
avant  que  son  nudtre  s'apperj^oive  qu'U  est  de  Tin* 

t^r^t 


renounce  fheir  beloved,  but  permcious,  independence.  All  par* 
ticular  wills  were  melted  down  into  the  general  will  of  tbe  public; 

by  which,  under  the  sanction  of  definite  punishments,  men  be- 
came bound  to  regulate  their  conduct.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  delicacy  to  determine  with  whom  that  general  will  ought 
to  be  deposited.  Shall  it  reside  in  the  breast  of  a  prince,  who 
thereby  becomes  absolute  ?  I  know  that  the  true  interests  of  a 
prince  can  never  be  separated  from  those  of  his  people,  and  that 
in  exerting  himself  for  their  benefit,  he  labours  for  his  own.  This 
is  the  language  of  philosophy,  but  it  is  seldom  spoken  by  the  pre- 
ceptors of  princes;  and  if  the  latter  sometimes  read  it  in  their  own 
hearts,  the  impression  is  speedily  eflbced  by  contrary  passions,  in 
themselves,  their  confessors,  their  ministers,  or  mistresses.  The 
groans  of  tbe  people  are  not       heard ;  and  t^r  mMfer  (earqs 
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t^r&t  d'uQ  berger  de  ccmserver  son  troupeau.  jLl 
finit  done  que  le  pouvoir  l^gislatif  soit  partag^ 
Un  oonseil  tlont  les  menibi  es  s'^clairent  et  se  con- 
tieniient  les  uns  les  autres,  paroit  en  fetre  un  d^po- 
flitaire  bien  choisi.  ^  Mais  la  liberty  attache  k  eo 
conseil  une  condition  fontlamentale.    Elle  veut 
que  chaque  ordre  des  citoyens,  chaque  partie  de 
r^taty  y  aat  ses  repr^sentans  int^ress^  a  s'opposer 
k  tontc  lei  qui  seroit  nuisi^le  k  seff  droits,  ou  con- 
traire  a-  son  bonheur,  puisqu  eux  niemes  cn  senti- 
foient  le9  premiers,  les  manrais  effets.   Une  telk 
ttssemblte  fera  rarement  des  fautes  grossi^res,  et  si 
elle  paye  quelquefois  Ic  tribut  k  Thumanit^,  elle 
peut  lougir  de  ses  erreurs,  et  les  r^parer  aussi  tdt* 
Ce  portrait  est  il  le  v6tre?  J'entre  dans  votre 
pays,  je  vois  deux  nations  clistingu6es  par  leurs^ 
droits,  leurs  occupations,  et  leurs  mceurs. .  L'une, 
compost  de  trois  cens  fioniiles,  est  n6e  pour  com* 

mander ; 

only  by  a  felal  experience,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  a  shepherd  to 
preserve  his  flock.  The  legislative  power,  therefore,  cannot  safely 
be  entrusted  to  a  single  person.  A  council,  whose  members  mtt* 
tually  instruct,  and  mutually  check  each  other,  appears  to  be  its 
proper  depository.  But  in  this  council  one  condition  is  esseti- 
tially  requisite.  It  must  consist  of  deputies  from  every  order  itf 
the  state,  interested  by  their  own  safety  in  opposing  every  regula- 
tion  inconsbtent  with  the  happiness  of  that  order  to  which  they 
bdong.  Such  a  council  will  rarely  be  guilty  of  gross  errors ;  and 
should  tbU  sometimes  happen,  it  will  soon  blush  for,  and  repair 
them.  Is  this  the-picture  of  your  legislature  ?  When  I  survey 
your  country,  1  behold  two  nations,  distinctly  characterised  by 
tbdrriit^ts,  employments, .and  manners:  the  one,  comttsUngof 
Uim  kundred  fiunilies,  bom  10  command;  the  other,  consisting 
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tnander ;  Tautre,  de  cent  mille,  n'est  formic  quo 
poUr  ob6ir.  Toutes  les  pretensions  humiliantea 
tics  monarques  h6r^ditaires  se  renouvellent  k  votre 
£gard,  et  deviennent  encore  plus  huniiliautes  de  la 
part  de  vos  ^gaux.  La  comp^raison  de  vos  deux 
^tats  vous  est  trop  &cUe.  Rien  ne  vous  ude  k 
reioigner. 

Un  conseil  de  tiois  oens  personnes  d^ide  de 
tons  vos  int^r^ts  en  dernier  ressort,  et  si  ses  in* 

t6r^ts  et  les  v6tres  ne  sont  pas  d  accord,  qui  doit 
Temporter?  Non  seulement  ce  s^nat  est  l^gis- 
lateur,  mais  il  execute  ses  propres  loix.  Cette 
union  de  deux  puissances  qu'on  ne  dcvoit  jamais 
r^unir^  les  rend  chacune  plus  formidahles.  Quand 
elles  sont  s^pardes^  la  puissance  legislative  re- 
doute  lea  resolutions  violentes;  elles  aeioient  inu- 
tiles,  si  Ton  n'armoit  pas  les  mains  de  la  puis- 
sance qui  les  doit  executer,  et  cette  puissance  est 

toujours 

of  an  hundred  thousand,  doomed  to  submission.  The  former  are 
invested,  los  a  body,  with  all  the  prerogatives  of  hereditary  mo- 
narchs,  which  are  the  more  humiliating  to  you  their  subjects, 
because  they  belong  to  men  apparently  your  equals.  The  com- 
parison between  yourselves  and  them  is  made  every  moiQent;  no 
circumstance  tends  to  conceal  it  from  your  fancy. 

A  council  of  three  hundred  persons  is  the  sovereign  umpire  of 
your  dearest  interests,  which  will  always  be  sacrificed  when  they 
^lash  with  their  own.  This  council  is  invested  with  the  execu- 
^▼e»  as  well  as  the  legislative  power ;  two  branches  of  authority 
which  can  never  be  united,  without  rendering  each  of  them  toa 
formidable  to  the  sMbject  When  they  belong  to  different  persons, 
or  assemblies,  the  legislature  will  not  venture  to  ibrm  violent  re- 
solutions, beci^use  these  would  be  of  no  avail,  unless  they  were 
parried  into  execution  by  another  power,  ^ways  its  rival,  and 
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toujours  sa  rivale,  et  son  contrepoids.  Mais  ce 
n^est  pas  assez  que  cette  union  aiguise  la  glaive  de 

Tautorit^  publique,  elle  le  remet  encore  dans  un  plus  • 
petit  nombre  de  mains :  dans  le  dernier  si^cie  ie 
grand  conseil  de  Berne  se  renouvelioit  lui  mtme ; 
c'6toit  d6jk  un  pas  vers  roligarchie :  pourquoi  ex- 
clure  des  Elections  le  corps  de  la  Bourgeoisie? 
Alors  m^me  le  gouvemement  s*appuyoit  sur  lin 
fondement  assez  6troit.  Bient6t  des  inconveniens 
se  firent  sentir;  la  brigue,  la  v^nalit^,  la  debauche, 
signaloient  Tentr^  des  citoyens  dans  le  conseil  sou- 
verain,  et  les  riehes  ambitieux  donnoient  tout,  pour 
pouvoir  tout  invahir.  Une  deputation  revocable  de 
vingt  six  conseilierSy  ^tablie  d^s  Tenfance  de  la. 
r^ublique,  pour  veiller  k  Texdcution  des  loix, 
devint  charg6e  du  soin  de  remplir  les  places  de  ce 
grand  conseil  dont  elle-m&me  tiroit  son  origine^ 
On  y  lyoutoit  seisse  s^natems  choiai»  de  la  maniir^ 

la 


often  its  antagonist.  The  sword  of  authority  is  not  only  sharp- 
ened by  this  unioo,  but  is  thereby  confined  to  a  smaller  number 
of  hands.  In  the  last  century  the  great  council  of  Berne  began 
to  elect  its  own  members :  which  was  a  great  step  towards  oli» 
garchy,  it  excluded  from  elections  the  citizens  at  larg^,  and 
thereby  narrowed  the  basis  of  the  govenunent.  But  thiaanange* 
mtnt  was  liaU^  to  other  inoonvcaiciioeai  Intrigue,  venallt]r»  and 
debaudieiy  signaKied  the  admisuon  of  eitiaens  into  the  sovereign 
council ;  and  ambitious  men  squandered  their  wealth,  that  they 
might  purchase  a  rif^t  to  indulge  their  rapacity.  A  committee 
of  six  counsellors,  established  in  the  infiuicy  of  the  republic,  to 
watch  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  whose  offices  were  held  at 
pleasure,  be<:amc  entrusted  with  the  power  of  naming  the  mem- 
bers of  the  grand  council,  by  which  this  committee  itself  was  ap- 
pointed* Its  Aumber  was  augm^uted  by  sixteen  senators,  chosen 
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la  plus  favorable  aux  factieux.  lis  poss6doient 
d'abord  leur  pouvoir  coUectiveineBt,  nuus  peu  k 

pcu  rint^ret  particulier  leur  fit  entendre  qif  il  v  aloit 
mieux  permettre  k  chacun  de  uommer^sou  iib^  son 
gendre,  et  son  parent.  Les  fiunilles  puissantes  qui 
dominoient  alors  dans  le  s^nat,  y  dominent  en-» 
core.  Les  de  Wattevilles,  et  les  Steiguers,  y  rem* 
pl&sent  une  trentaine  de  places.  Le  commerce 
mt^ress^  de  bienfiiits,  oik  Yon  passe  dans  le  petit 
conseil  par  les  suffrages  de  ses  parens,  pour  faire 
entrer  de  nouveaux  parens  dans  le  grand  conseil,  a 
d^j^  r6duit  le  nombre  des  families  qui  si^gent  dansr 
celui-ci,  <L  environ  quatre-vingt.  Ces  maisons 
souveraines  ont  un  ^gal  m^pris  pour  ceux  que  le 
droit  nature!  auroitdd  rendre  leurs  concitoyenSy  et 
pour  ceux  qui  le  sent  par  la  constitution  de  f^tat. 
II  manque  m^me  aux  premiers  une  ressource  que 
tes  monarques  les  plus  absolus  n'ont  pas  os£  i&Cer 

&  leurs 

in  the  manner  most  favourable  to  the  designs  of  faction.  Thejr 
exercised  their  power  at  first  collectively,  but  by  degrees  they 
came  to  understand  that  their  particular  interests  would  he 
better  promoted  by  each  naming  his  son,  son-in-law,  or  kinsman. 
The  powerful  families  which  then  commanded  the  senate,  still 
rule  it  at  present.  Thirty  places  are  filled  by  the  Wattevilleft 
and  Stdgnen.  This  selfish  traffic,  by  whieh  the  membtfl^of  the 
little  council  are  elected  by  the  great  council,  coniMng  of  tfaeiv 
own  relations,  that  they  may  name  other  relntions  to  seats  in  liio 
great  conncil,  has  tedaced  the  nnmber  of  fiunilifai,  whieh  havet 
a  right  to  sit  in  the  latter,  to  nearly  ibiincofe.  These  prinoel^ 
femilies  look  down  with  equal  contempt  on  those  who  aKe  their 
fellow-citizens  by  the  law  of  nature,  and  those  who  were  ren-» 
dered  such  by  the  constitution  of  their  country.  The  former  class 
is  deprived  of  ^  resource  which  the  mos^  absolute  princes  have 
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k  leurs  sujets ;  je  veux  parler  de  ces  tribunaiix  re- 

connus  dii  souverain,  et  reveres  du  pen  pic,  pour 
toe  I'organe  de  la,  patrie,  et  les  d^posituires  des 
k>ix*  Toates  les  volont^  du  prince,  qui  doiveut 
tire  ob^ies,  le  sont  plus  facilement,  quand  les 
jRijets  voyeixt  combien  elles  sont  raisonnableii, 
puisqu'elks  out  pass6  par  rexameu  de  ces>  magis* 
trats,  qu'on  ne  peut  ni  tromper,  ni  squire,  ui  in** 
timider.  Aussi  r^pondent  ils  k  cette  consideration, 
par  une  resistance  respectueusc,  inais  d^termin^ 
contre  Toppression,  oii  ils  ^talent  tout  ce  que-  la 
raison,  la  liberty,  et  I'^loquence  pen  vent  inspirer 
k  des  citoyens  z6l6$.  G'est  principalement  dans 
ces  tribunaux  paisibles  que  je  trouve  ces  qualit^s. 
Priv6s  d  armes,  ils  ne  doivent  leur  pouvoir  qu'i  , 
leur  probity,  et  i\  leur  Eloquence.  Est  ii  ^tonnant 
que  ceux,  qui  n'ont  que  cette  instrument,  «'applir 
quent  le  plus  k  le  cultiver  ?  Quelles  le^^ons  pour  les 
rois,  que  les  remontrances  du  Parlenjent  de  Paris  ! 
•  -    Quels 


ieldom  ventured  to  wrest  from  their  subjects ;  I  mean  those  courts 
of  justice  acknowledged  by  theprioce,  and  revered  by  the  people, 
88  tiie  oiigBiis  of  public  opinioD,  and  the  depositories  of  the  laws. 
The  commands  of  the  sovereign  are  obeyed  with  cheerfulness 
only  wh^theirproprie^  confirmed  by  the  approbation  of  thoa^ 
tribnnals,  whose  members  it  has  been  found  difficult  dther  to  de? 
ceive,  to  seduce,  or  to  intimidate.  Their  resistance  to  oppres- 
sion is  respectfitl,  but  firm ;  ai^d  in  exerting  it,  they  display  that  > 
wsnnth  of  eioquence  with  which  reason  and  liberty  inspire  good 
citisens.  In  the  members  of  those  peaceful  tribunals,  such  qua* 
lities  appear  in  their  greatest  lustre.  Destitute  of  arms,  theif 
whole  strength  lies  in  their  talents  and  their  probity.  What  noble 
lessons  to  icings  i^ave  been  ^ven      the  p^liament  of  Paris! 
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Quels  mod^es  pour  le  peuple  que  la  conduite 

des  Mandarins  de  la  Chine !  Frapp^  par  un  tribunal 
de  cette  esp^ce,  le  monarque  ne  peut  m6connoitre 
lesg^missemensdeiapatrie.  Lies  citoy ens  yappren- 
nentqu'ilsoAt  une  patrie;  ilss'attachent  k  raimer, 
k  etudier  ses  loix,  k  se  former  k  toutes  les  vertus 
publiques.  £Ues  miirissent  dans  le  silence^  Tocca-  * 
sion  les  d6veIoppe,  ou  elles  se  font  Toccasion.  Les 
6tats  du  Pays  de  Vaud,  respectables  sous  les  Rois 
de  Bourgogne,  et  sous  les  Dues  de  Savoy e,  6toient 
ce  tribunal.  Composes  de  la  noblesse,  du  derg^ 
et  des  d^put^  des  villas  principales,  ils  s'assem* 
bloient  tous  les  ans  k  Moudon.  C'^toit  le  conseil 
perp6tuel  du  prince.  Sans  leur  consentement,  it 
ne  pouvoif ,  ni  faire  de  nouvelles  loix,  ni  6tablir 
de  nouveaux  imp6ts.  Si  j'^tois  sur  les  lieux  j'6ta- 
blirois  ces  droits,  par  vos  monumens  les  plus  au* 

thentiques> 


What  excellent  examples  to  subjects  ate  set  by  the  Maodarines 
of  China!  Monarchs  mutt  hear  the  groans  of  their  people,  when 
such  respectable  bodies  of  men  are  their  organs.  The  people  too 
learn  that  they  have  a  country,  which  they  will  begin  ta  love,  to^ 
study  its  laws,  and  to  form  themselves  to  public  virtues.  These 
virtues  ripen  silently  ;  they  are  exerted  when  an  opportunity  of- 
fers ;  and  sonaetimes  they  will  make  an  opportunity  for  their  own 
exhibition.  In  the  Pais  de  Vaud,  which  was  equally  respectable 
under  the  Kings  of  Burgundy  «n<l  the  Dukes  of  Savoy,  th^  states 
ibrmed  such  a  tribunal.  They  were  composed  of  thje  nobility^ 
clergy,  and  deputies  from  the  principal  cities^  which  annually  aa- 
aembled  at  Moudon,  and  formed  tj^e  perpetual  council  of  the 
prince,  without  whose  consent  he  could  neither  enact  new  laws, 
.  nor  impose  new  taxes.  Were  I  on  .the  spot,  I  could  prove  the 
existmciQ  of  those  rights  by  the  most  authentic  records.  At  a 
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thentiques.  Tout  61oign6  que j  en  suis,  je  nc  crains 
pas  dappeller  h  leur  t6moignagc.  II  me  reste  tou- 
jours  une  prtiive  moins  sensible  pour  le  peuple, 
mais  aussi  decisive  pour  les  gens  de  lettres:  c^est 
I'analogie.  Lcs  liarbares  du  cinqiii^me  siecle  jett^- 
rent  par  toute  rEurope,  les  racines  de  ce  gouveme- 
ment  que  Charlemagne  ^tablit  dans  les  Pays  Bas,  la 
France^  I'ltalie,  la  Suisse,  et  FAUemagne.  Quclques 
^v^nemens,  les  degr^s,  et  les  terns  oil  les  arri^re- 
fiefs  se  form&rent  des  fiefs,  oil  le  clerg^  acquit  des 
terres  seigneuriales,  oik  les  villes  achetirent  leurt 
affranchissemens,  y  apport^rent  de  l^g^res  diff(6- 
rences.  Mab  le  fond  de  cette  constitution  est  de« 
meur£  dans  toutes  les  revolutions,  et  rien  de  plus 
libre  que  ce  fonds.  Ces  6tats,  leurs  membres,  et 
leurs  droits  se  conserv^rent  toujours,  et  partout  lis 
^toient  les  m£mes. 
Je  vous  entends,  mon  ami,  qui  m'interrompez. 

distance  I  can  only  appeal  to  their  testimony,  and  employ  an 
analogical  proof,  which  will  be  sufficiently  convincing  to  men  of 
letters.  The  Barbarians,  who  overflowed  Europe  in  the  fifth  cen- 
tury, every  where  laid  the  foundation  of  that  form  of  government 
which  Charlemagne  established  in  the  Low  Countries,  FrancCi 
Italy,  Switzerland,  and  Germany.  The  different  modes  of  tenure 
which  were  at  different  times  introduced,  the  various  degrees  of 
dependance  which  one  6ef  came  to  have  on  another,  the  acquisi* 
tioos  of  lordships  by  the  clergy,  and  the  purchase  of  franchises  by 
cities ;  all  these  circumstances  occasioned  but  slight  differences  in 
the  ground-work  of  the  constitution,  which  remained  unalterably 
founded  on  a  firm  basis  of  liberty.  The  states,  their  members, 
and  their  rights  were  invariably  maintained ;  remaining  uniformly 
the  same  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places. 
I  think  that  I  hear  you,  my  friend,  interrupting  me.  Hitherto, 

you 
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Je  V0118  ai  dcout^,  me  dites  vous,  avec  patienccii  i 
mais  que  voulez  vous  conclure  de  ce  tableifU  dc 
notre  gouvernement?  Bieii  ou  mal  construil,  nous 
ti'eii  ressentons  que  des  eiFets  salutair^s,  et  vos 
conseils,  vos  ^ts,  auroient  de  la  peine  k  nous  d^ 
goftter  de  nos  niagistrats  anciens,  pour  nous  faire 
essayer  des  nouveaut^s. 

Arrfttez,  Monsieur ;  je  vous  ai  parl6  en  homme 
libre,  et  vous  me  r^pondez  dans  le  langage  de  la 
servitude.  Arr^tez.  En  convenant  pour  un  mo- 
ment de  votre  bonheur,  de  qui  le  tenez  vous  ?  de 
la  constitution  ?  Vous  n'osez  pas  le  dire.  C'est 
done  du  prince  ?  Les  Remains  en  devoient  un  plus 
grand  k  Titus.  lis  £toient  cependant  de  vils 
esclaves.  Brutus  vous  auroit  appris  que,  dans  un 
6tat  d^spotique,  le  prince  peut  quelquefois  vouloir 
de  bieh :  maijs  que  dans  les  ^tats  libres,  il  ne  peut 

que 


^  you  say,  I  have  listened  to  you  with  patience ;  but  what  is  yovr 
conclusion  from  this  picture  of  our  government  ?  Whatever  de- 
fects there  may  he  in  its  principles,  we  have  experienced  its  salu* 
taiy  consequences;  and  the  states  and  as^mblies,  -which  you  so 
much  commend,  will  not  easily  make  us  abolish  our  ancient  ma- 
gistracies, in  order  to  try  innovations. 

It  is  time,  Sir,  to  pause ;  I  spoke  to  you  as  became  a  freeman, 
and  you  answer  me  in  the  language  of  slavery.  Let  us  admit  for 
a  moment  your  prosperity;  to  whom  dp  you  owe  it?  You  will 
not  answer,  to  the  constitution.  It  is  due  then  to  your  rulers. 
The  Romans  owed  a  prosperity  yet  greater  to  Titus;  but  still 
remained  the  basest  of  slaves.  Brutus  would  have  taught  you 
that  a  despot  may  sometimes  choose  to  promote  the  public  hap* 
piness;  but  that  the  magistrates  of  a  free  people  c^  have  no  other 
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que  le  vouloir.  La  f61icit6  actuelle  du  citoycn 
de  Uesdlave,  est  souvent  ^gale,  mais  celle  du  der- 
nier est  pr^cairc,  puisqu'elle  est  fondle  sur  les  pas- 
sions des  hoinmes,  pendant  que  celle  du  premier 
est  assur^e.  £Ue  est  avec  les  loix  qui  contien- 
nent  ^galement  ces  m^mes  passions  dans  le  souve- 
rain  et  dans  le  paysan. 

Mais  malheureusement  on  ne  trouve  que  trop 
de  choses  k  reprendre  dans  votre  administration 
politique.  Je  vais  d6tailler  des  fautes,  dcs  negli- 
gences, des  oppressions.  Vous  vous  r^crierez  sur 
ma  malignity,  mais  en  secret  votre  esprit  grossira 
le  catalogue  de  cent  articles  que  j'aurai  ou  ignores 
ou  oubii^.  II  est  du  devoir  du  souverain  de  faire 
jouir  son  peuple  de  tous  les  avantages  de  la  soci6t^ 
civile.  Des  guerres  entreprises  pour  sa  defense. 
Ten  d^toumeront  quelquefbis ;  mais  d^sque  le  calmc 
;enait  dans  ses  ^tats,  des  6tablissemens  utiles,  et  de  . 

 •  sages 

wish.  The  advantages  actually  enjoyed  by  a  citizen  and  a  slave 
may  be  the  same;  but  those  of  the  latter  are  precarious,  having 
no  other  foundation  than  the  changeable  passions  of  men ;  whereas 
those  of  the  former  are  secure,  being  solidly  supported  on  thos* 
laws  which  curb  guilty  passions  in  the  prince  as  well  as  in  the 
peasant. 

But  unfortunately  too  many  &olts  may  be  found  in  your  public 
administration.  I  shall  give  you  the  black  list  of  omissions  and 
oppressions,  which,  notwithstanding  that  you  will  exclum  ag^nst 
my  malignity,  your  own*  memory  will  augment  by  an  hundred 
articles,  which  I  may  be  either  ignorant  of,  or  forget  to  mention. 
It  is  the  duty  of  a  sovereign  to  procure  for  his  people  all  the  hap- 
piness of  which  their  condition  is  susceptible.  His  public  spirited 
exertions  may  be  suspended  by  the  exigencies  of  defensive  war; 
but  as  soon  as  peace  is  restored,  be  will  be  continually  and  use- 
fully 
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sages  loixy  la  religion,  les  moeurs,  les  sciences,  le 
commerce,  les  manufactures,  Tagricultuns,  et  la 

police,  m^ritent  toute  son  attention,  et  Ten  r^com- 
penseront  avec  usure.  Sur  ces  principes  jugeons 
le  s6nat  de  Berne.  II  a  £t6  mattre  du'  Pays  de 
Vaud  depiiis  Ian  1536.  Qiiand  je  considere  ce 
quY'toieut  aiors  la  F i  ance,  I'Angleterre,  la  Hollande, 
ou  I'AUemagne,  j*ai  de  la  peine  k  me  persuader 
quelles  ^toicnt  les  mfemes  pays  que  ceux  qui  por- 
tent aujourdliui  ces  noms.  De  barbares,  ils  sont 
devenus  civilises ;  d'ignorans,  6clair6s ;  et  de  pauvres, 
riches.  Je  vois  des  villes  oik  il  y  avott  des  d^erts, 
et  les  for^ts  d^^frich^es  se  sont  converties  en  champs 
fei  tiles.  Leurs  princes,  et  leurs  ministres,  un 
Henri  quatre,  un  Sully,  un  Colbert,  une  Elisabeth, 
un  de  Witt,  un  Fr^d^ric-Guillaume,  ont  oper6  ces 
merveilles.   La  perspective  du  Pays  de  Vaud  n'est 

point 


fttUy  occupied  with  the  interests  of  religion,  laws,  morals,  sciences, 
police,  commerce,  and  agricnlture.  Let  us  tiy  the  merits  of  the 
senate  of  Berne  by  these  maxims.  The  members  of  thb  senate 
have  been  masters  of  the  Pus  de  Vaud  since  the  year  one  thou-* 
sand  'five  hundred  and  thirty-six.  When  we  consider  the  de* 
plorable  condition  in  those  days  of  France,  England,  Holland, 
and  Germany,  we  can  scarcely  imagine  that  they  were  the 
same  countries  with  those  respectively  known  at  present  by  the 
same  names.  Their  barbarism  has  been  civilized,  their  igno- 
rance enlightened,  their  poverty  enriched ;  their  deserts  have 
become  cities,  and  their  forests  now  wave  with  yellow  har- 
vests. These  wonders  have  been  efTected  by  their  princes  and 
*  ministers :  a  Henry  the  Fourth,  a  Sully,  a  Colbert,  an  £lisap 
beth,  a  de  Witt,  and  a  Fredericic  William.  The  comparative 
conditton  of  the  Pais  de  Vaud  at  those  two  remote  sfbs,  does  not 

present 
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poiat  au&si  riante.  Les  arts  languissenty  faute  de 
ces  recompenses  que  le  prince  seul  peutdonner; 

nul  commerce,  nulles  manufactures,  nuls  projets 
utiles  pour  le  pays ;  uii  engourdissement  g6n6ral 
qui  r^ne  partout.  Cependant  les  princes  dont  je 
viens  de  parler  n'avoient  que  des  momens  pour  ces 
objets,  oii  les  Beniois  out  eu  des  si^cles.  Que 
n'auroient  ils  pas  fait,  ces  grands  hommes,  rare- 
ment  tranquilles  sur  letrdne,  si  pendant  deux  cens 
douze  ans,  ils  iicussent  eu  que  des  voisins  paci- 
fiques,  et  des  peuples  soumis?  Je  m'en  rapporte 
i  T0us*m6m'e.  IndiquejE  moi  quelque  ^tablisse- 
ment  vraiment  utile  que  vous  deviez  au  souverain. 
Mais  ne  m'indiquez  pas  Tacad^mie  de  Lausanne, 
ibnd^  par  des  vues  de  devotion,  dans  la  chaleur 
d'one  reformation,  negligee  depuis^  et  toujours 

.  .  acad^mie, 


present  so  pleasing  a  picture.  There  the  arts  still  languish,  for 
want  of  those  encouragements  which  princes  only  can  bestow : 
the  country  is  still  destitute  of  commerce  and  manufactures:  we 
jbear  not  of  any  projects  for  promoting  the  public  prosperity :  we 
see  nothing  but  the  marks  of  an  univerNil  lethargy*  Yet  the 
princes  above  mentioned  had  but  moments  for  executing  their 
great  designs;  the  senators  of  Berne  have  had  ages.  What  ben^ 
fits  might  not  those  patriotic  icings  have  conferred  on  their  sub- 
jects, if,  instead  of  having  their  thrones  continuully  shaken  by  war 
and  sedition,  they  had  enjoyed  during  two  centuries  the  advan- 
fage  ui  hiiving  loyal  subjects  and  pacific  neighbours?  I  appeal 
to  youi-sell";  point  out  a  single  usctui  establishment  which  the 
Paiis  dfc  Vaud  owes  to  the  sovereignty  of  Berne  ;  but  do  not  tell 
roe  of  the  academy  of  Lausanne,  founded  on  motives  of  religion 
during  the  zeal  of  reformation,  but  since  totally  neglected,  though  a 
VOL.  II.  c  worthy 
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acad^mie,  quoique  un  digne  magistrat  de  cette 
ville,  proposit  de  I'^riger  en  university. 

Non  ce  n'est  point  une  politique  peu  6clair6e 
qui  fait  agir  vos  uuutres.  Je  coiinois  trop  leur 
habilet^*  Mais  un  monarque  aime  %alement  tous 
ses  sujets.  Les  citoyens  d'une  ville  capitate  voyent 
au  contxaire  d  un  oeil  jaioux  Tagrandissement  des 
provinces*  Si  elles  s'61fevent»  disent  Us,  nous  tomr 
bons.  Nos  ^gales  pour  les  lumi^res  et  les  richesses, 
elles  voudroient  bientdt  I'^tre  en  pouvoii .  Rap- 
pellez  vous  Fan  1685.  La  mauvaise  politique  de 
Louis  XIV.  expatria  la  partieia  plus  industrieuse 
de  ses  sujets ;  une  multitude  se  r^fugia  dans  le 
Pays  de  Vaud.  11  ^toit  procliain,  il  ^toit  Fran- 
ipois.  lis  ne  demandoient  qu'un  asile,  et  Tauroient 
pay&  au  poids  de  Tor  par  les  richesses,  et  les  arts 

'   plus 


worthy  magistrate  of  that  city,  proposed  the  laudable  desigo  of 
erectibg  it  Into  an  uniyersi^. 
Your  masters  err  not  through  ignorance.  They  are  not  defi* 

cient,  I  know,  in  political  abilities.  But  while  a  prince  treats 
with  impartial  bounty  all  his  subjects,  the  citizens  of  an  aristo- 
cralical  capital  aro  apt  to  behold  with  jealousy  the  improvement 
of  the  provinces.  Their  elevation,  they  think,  must  pave  the  way 
for  their  own  downfal ;  and  if  they  become  their  equals  in  point 
of  knowledge  and  riches,  they  will  soon  be  tempted,  they  imagine, 
to  aspire  at  an  equality  with  themselves  in  power.  Recal  to  mC'* 
moiy  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty- five;  when 
the  wretched  policy  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  drove  from  their 
country  the  most  industrious  portion  of  his  subjects,  many  of 
whom  sought  refuge  in  the  Pais  de  Vaud;  a  nei|^bouring  district, 
and  speaking  their  own  language.  They  requested  only  an  sfiy- 
lum,  the  benefit  of  which  they  would  richly^ve  repaid  by  the 
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plus  pr^ieux  que  les  xichesses,  qu'ils  vous  appor- 
toient.  Mais  ici  la  politique  partiale  des  Bernois 
s'^pouvaiita.  "  Si  nous  faisous  participer  ces  fugi- 
tifs  k  notre  droit  de  Bourgeokie,  la  fortune  nous 
sera  commune ;  mais  comment  Clever  des  mortela 
au  rang  des  dieux  ?  Si  nous  les  laissons  confondus 
parmi  nos  sujets,  nos  sujets  recueilleront  le  fruit 
de  leur  Industrie."  lis  condurent  enfin  avec  Tarn* 
bassadeur  de  Porsenna — 

■       Qu'ii  vaut  mieuxy  qa*un  roi  sur  le  tr6ne  affermi 
Commande  4  des  sujets,  malhenreux,  fnais  soumb^ 
Que  d'ayoir  k  dompter,  aa  sein  de  Tahondance, 

D*un  peuplc  trop  heureux  riiidociie  arrogance. 

Ces  exil^,  las  d'essuyer  des  refus,  oil  ils  devoient 
s'attendre  k  des  priftres,  pass^reiit  en  Hollande,  en 
Prusse,  et  en  Angletcri  c,  oii  les  souverains  savoient 
mieux  profiter  de  cette  occasion  unique.  II  en 
resta  une  partie  dans  le  Pays  de  Vaud,  mais  c'6toit 

la 


wealth  which  they  brouj^ht  with  them,  and  their  skill  in  manu- 
factures, still  more  valuable.  But  the  narrow  policy  of  Berne 
took  the  alarm.  "  If  we  make  these  men  citizens  of  Berne,  their 
interests  will  coincide  with  our  own.  But  is  it  fit  that  mortals 
should  be  raised  to  the  rank  of  gpds  ?  If  they  are  mixed  with  the 
mass  of  our  subjects,  our  subjects  will  be  enriched  by  their  in- 
dustry." They  concluded  therefore,  with  the  ambassadors  of 
Porsenna — that  it  was  more  desirable  for  a  prince  to  govern  a 
poor  but  submisstre  people,  than  to  contend  with  the  unruly  pas- 
sions of  men  pampered  by  prosperity." 

The  emigrants,  disgusted  at  being  repeatedly  refused  what  they 
ought  to  have  been  requested  to  accept,  gravelled  to  Holland, 
Prussia  and  England,  whose  rulers  liad  the  good  sense  to  avail 
themselves  of  an  emergency  as  favourable  as  it  was  singular.  A 
part  of  them  indeed  remained  in  the  Ffua  de  Vaud,  but  the 
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la  partie  la  plus  pauvre,  et  la  plus  fain^ante,  qui 
n'avoit  ni  le  moyen,  ni  la  volont^  d'aller  plus  loin. 

A  peine  ces  malheureux  commenf  oicnt  ils  k  ou- 
blier  leurs  souiFrances  pass6es  que  rexp6rience  leur 
fit  sentir,  que  pour  fuir  les  persecutions^  il  &ut 
fuir  les  hommes.  La  partie  souveraine  de  I'^tat 
avoit  suc^  avec  le  lait,  toute  la  duret^  du  syst^me 
de  Calvin,  th^ologien  atrabilaire,  qui  aimoit  trop  la 
liberty,  pour  souflrir  que  les  ChriStiens  portassent 
(1  autres  fers  que  les  siens.  D  ailleurs  sa  conformity 
avec  les  id^es  d'un  c^i^bre  philosophe,  iut^ressoit 
llionneur  du  nom  Allemand  k  le  soutenir.  Comme 
les  sentimens  s'6toient  adoucis  dans  le  Pays  de 
Vaud,  en  proportion  avec  les  moeurs,  il  falloit  y 
envoyer  des  formulaires,  et  des  inquisiteurs,  destines 
k  faire  autant  d'hypocrites  qu'ils  pourroient,  non  k 
la  verity  par  le  fer  et  le  feu,  mais  par  les  menaces 
et  les  privations  d'emploi. 

••  £n 

poorest  and  the  idlest,  wlio  had  neither  money  nor  spirit  to  travel 

farther. 

These  unhappy  fugitives  had  no  sooner  begun  to  forget  their 
past  sufferings,  than  they  learned  by  fatal  experience  thnt,  in  order 
to  avoid  persecution,  it  was  necessary  to  fly  from  the  society  of 
men.  The  sovereigns  of  the  country  in  which  they  had  settled 
had  imbibed  the  severe  system  of  Calvin,  a  stern  theologian,  who 
loved  liberty  too  well,  to  endure  that  Christians  should  Wear  any 
Other  cll^ains  than  those  imponed  by  himself.  His  near  conformity 
in  opinion  with  a  celebrated  German  philosopher,  interested  tha 
honour  of  the  German  name  in  supporting  his  doctrines.  But  in 
the  Pais  de  Vaud  the  asperity  of  religious  opinions  had  softened 
-with  the  improvement  of  society.  It  became  necessary,  therefore, 
^to  send  thither  formulas  and  inquisitors,  designed  to  make  as  many 
hypocrites  as  possible,  not  indeed  by  fire  and  sword,  but  by  threats 
and  deposition  from  ofHc^, 
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Ell  soiitenant  les  droits  de  Thumanit^,  je  n  outre 
point  les  maximes  de  la  tolerance.  Je  veux  biea 
que  le  magistrat  ne  distribue  les  r^mpenses  du 
public,  qu'a  ceux  qui  enseignent  la  religion  du 
public.  Je  ne  lui  defends  pas  me  me  de  contenir 
dans  le  silence  ces  novateurs  trop  hardis  qui  vdu- 
droient  6clairer  le  peuple  sur  certains  objets  oh 
Ferreur  fait  son  bonheur.  Mais  que  le  souverain 
se  pr^tant  avec  chaleur  aux  minuties  th^ologiques, 
d^ide  des  questions  qu^on  ne  pent  d^ider,  assurd- 
meiit  il  est  absurde.  Qu'imposant  des  confessions 
dc  foiy  il  ne  laisse  a  des  pasteurs  vieillis  dans  le 
ministfere,  et  qui  ne  demandoient  qu'^^  se  taire, 
que  le  choix  du  inensonge  ou  de  la  mendicity, 
assur^nien  il  est  injuste.  Mais  la  persecution 
cessa.  Qui  la  fit  cesser  ?  Un  sentiment  de  honte  ? 
les  larmes  des  sujets?  ou  bien  la  crainte  qu'inspira 
rentreprise  d'un  Davel,  entliousiaste  il  est  vrai, 
itiais  enthousiaste  pour  le  bien  public?  Encore 

m£me 


In  supporting  the  rights  of  man,  I  would  not  carry  too  far  the 
maxims  of  toleration.  It  is.  just  that  public  rewards  should  be 
bestowed  only  on  those  who  teach  the  religion  of  the  public ;  and 
those  bold  innovators,  who  would  impart  a  dangerous  Bght  to  the 
people,  may  very  properly  be  restrained  by  the  arm  of  the  magis- 
trates. But  it  surely  is  absurd,  that  the  sovereign  should  inter- 
fere in  theological  minutiae,  and  take  part  warmly  in  questions 
which  are  incapable  of  being  decided.  It  is  particularly  unjust, 
that  he  should  impose  confessions  of  faith  on  old  ministers,  who 
wish  to  avoid  disputation  ;  leaving  them  the  miserable  alternative 
of  falsehood  or  beggary.  But  this  persecution  has  now  ceased. 
What  put  an  end  to  it  ?  It  was  not  shame,  nor  the  tears  of  the 
people,  but  the  boldness  of  Davel,  that  meritorious  enthusiast. 
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m^me  il  rhgne  k  Lausanne  une  inquisition  gourde. 
Les  nonis  d'Arminien  et  de  Sociuien  remplissent 
encore  ces  lettres  oil  de  tres  bonn^tes  gens  rendent 
compte  k  leurs  protecteurs  des  sentimens  de  leurs 
concitoycns;  et  c'est  suivant  ces  indices  que  les 
places  se  distribuent. 

Je  viens,  non  pas  d'epuis^r,  mais  d'indiquer 
quelques  defauts  qui  se  trouvent  dans  votrc  puis- 
sance legislative.  Passons  a  1  cx^cutrice.  Celle- 
ci  est  la  force  publique,  comme  Tautre  est 
volenti  publique.  Mais  iin  seul  corps,  un  seul 
homine,  peut  d^lib^rcr  et  decider  pour  toute  uuc 
nation.  II  ne  peut  tout  seul  agir  pour  elle. 
L'administration  politique,  compos^e  d'un  nombre 
infini  de  branches,  vcut  qu'un  grand  nombre 
d'officiers,  soumis  les  uns  aux  autres,  s'eijaployent 
k  faire  jouer  la  machine  k  laquejle  le  maitre  ne 
peut  que  donner  Ic  niouvcment  general.    Les  hon- 

neursy 


Even  to  the  present  day,  a  secret  inquisition  still  reigns  at  Lau- 
sanne; where  the  names  of  Arminian  and  Socinian  are  often  men- 
tioned in  the  letters  written  by  very  honest  people  to  their  patrons 

Berne ;  and  offices  are  often  given  or  w  ithheld  'according  lo  the 
reports  made  of  the  religious  tenets  of  the  candidates. 

Having  made  these  strictures  on  your  legislature,  which  by  no  . 
means  exhaust  the  subject,  I  proceed  to  consider  the  defects  of 
your  executive  ppwer ;  which  is  the  public  force,  as  the  legislature 
ought  to  be  the  public  will.  But  a  single  council,  or  a  single 
man,  may  deliberate  and  resolve  for  a  whole  nation ;  the  execu- 
tive power,  on  the  contrary,  requires  the  exertions  of  many :  as  it 
is  composed  of  a  great  variety  of  branches,  many  officers,  subor- 
dinate one  to  the  other,  must  actuate  the  different  parts  of  the 
machine,  to  whicii  tha  ciuef  magistrate  can  only  communicate  the 
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neursy  et  les  avantages,  que  les  loix  attachent  k 
ces  emplois,  doivent  tire  ouverts  k  tous  les  citoyens,  ' 

que  leurs  talens  et  leur  Education  ont  mis  en  6tat 
de  les  remplir.  Les  fardeaux  leur  spnt  communs 
k  tousy  les  recompenses  doivent  I'^tre  aussi.  Un 
gouvemement  monarchique  satisfait  ais^ment  k 
ce3  juiites  pretensions.  A  Tcxception  de  quelques 
courtisans,  qui  approchent  la  personne  du  prince 
d'assez  prfes,  pour  substituer  la  flatterie  aux  services, 
tous  ses  sujets  lui  sont  6gaux.  D^s  qu  un  homnic 
a  du  m6rite»  ou,  si  Ton  veut  de  la  faveur^  on  ne  lui 
demande  point  s'll  est  Normand  ou  Provencal. 
D'Epemon  etoit  Gascon;  Richelieu,  Champenois; 
Mazarin,  Romain.  Mais  ,  dans  les  r^ublioues 
aristooratiques,  les  souyerains  compost  de  toute 
une  villc  vculcnt  etre  l^gislateurs  en  corps,  et  par- 
tager  entre  eux  en  detail,  tous  les  emplois  consid6- 

rables. 


first  general  moireinciit.  The  honours  and  emolainents  legally 
attached  to  such  offices,  ought  to  be  open  to  all  those  citizens  wha 
are  properly  qualified  for  discharging  them.    Each  individual,  as 

he  bears  a  share  of  the  public  burdens,  is  entitled  also  to  a  share 
of  the  public  rewards.  This  just  iirriuigemcnt  is  easily  maintained 
in  monarchies ;  where,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  courtiers, 
who,  by  being  continually  about  the  prince's  person,  have  an 
opportunity  of  substituting  flattery  instead  of  real  services,  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  are  treated  with -comparative  equity. 
In  France,  provided  a  man  has  court>favouror  merit,  the  question 
Is  never  asked  whether  he  comes  from  Provence  or  Normandy. 
IVEpemon  was  bom  in  Gascony;  Richelieu,  in  Champagne; 
Masarine,  In  Rome.  But  in  aristocratical  republics,  the  citizens 
of  one  town  are  not  contented  with  being  sovereigns  collectively, 
unless  they  individoally  appropriate  all  offices  of  honour  or  emo- 
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tables.  Les  talens,  les  lumi^res,  dans  votre  pays^ 
sont  iiuitiles  pour  quioonque  n'est  pas  n6  Beraois, 

et  dans  un  autre  sens  ils  sont  ^galemcnt  inutiles 
pour  qui  Test.  Le  sujet  se  voit  condamn6  par  sa 
naissance-  k  rampcr  dans  une  honteuse  obscurity* 
Le  d^sespoir  le  saisit ;  il  neglige  ce  qui  ne  le  pent 
m^ner  k  rien,  et  le  grand  homme  ne  dcvient  qu 
homme  agr^ble.  Si  je  parleis  de  faire  participer 
les  sujets  aux  Bailliages,  les  Bernois  crieroient  au 
sacrilege ;  les  Bailliages  sont  le  patrimoiue  de  r^tat, 
et  nous  sommes  F^tat.  II  est  vrai  qu'on  vous  laisse 
les  Lieutenances  Baillivales ;  mais  vous  savez  assez 
qu'on  y  mc^lc  certaines  stipulations,  de  fafon  que, 
si  le  nouveau  magistrat  ne  vit  pas  quelque  terns, 
sa  fiunille  perd  au  march6. 

Priv6s 

lumcnt.  In  the  caiiton  of  Berne  talents  and  information  are  not  of 
the  smallest  use  to  any  one  who  is  not  bom  in  the  capital ;  and  in 
another  sense  they  are  useless  to  those  bom  there;  because  they 
must  make  their  way  without  them.  Their  sulyects  iu  tlic  Pats 
de  Vftud  are  condemned,  by  the  circumstapces  of  their  birth,  to  9 
condition  of  shameful  obscurity.  They  naturally  become,  theror 
fore,  tk  prey  to  despair;  and  neglecting  to  Cultivate  talents  which 
they  can  never  enjoy  .an  opportunity  to  - display,  those  who  ht4 
capacities  for  becoming  greiit  men  are  contested  wi^  makinig 
themselves  agreeable  companions.  Should  I  propose  that,  the 
subjects  obtained  a  rig|it  to  hold  the  lucrative  employments  of 
PatlUs,  or  governors  of  districts,  tire  aristocratical  families  of  Berne 
Would  think  me  guilty  of  a  crime  little  less  than  sacrilege.  "  The 
emoluments  of  these  ofiices  form  the  patrimony  of  the  state  ;  ar^d 
we  are  tlic  state."  It  is  true,  that  you  in  the  Pais  dc  Vaud  may  be 
deputies  to  the  Baillis;  but  the  advantages  bclonaina  to  that  sul)- 

CD  OS? 

ordinate  magistracy  are  obtained  on  certain  conditions,  which, 
unless  the  holder  of  the  office  lives  a  certain  number  of  ye^^fii, 
readers  his  bargaii|  a  very  had  pne  for  hisiismily.  . 
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Priv^  de  reasourceSy  que  reste  il  aux  gentiUhom- 
mes  du  Pays  de  Vaud  ?  le  service  Stranger.  Mais 

on  ii'a  pas  inanqu^  de  leiir  rendrc  cette  carri^re  des 
plus  ^pineuseS)  et  de  leur  y  fermer  Facets  des. 
grades  un  peu  dev^s.  Je  ne  dirai  rien  du  brillant 
service  de  France.  Les  d^penses  sont  inevitables, 
et  la  paye  si  modique  que  Tenseigne  se  ruine,  le 
eapitaine  vit  k  peine,  et  inline  le  colonel  ne  pent 
aniasser.  Ainsi  vous  devez  b^nir  le  soin  patemel 
du  souverain  qui  a  dress6  toutes  les  capitulations, 
de  mani^  k  ne  vous  point  introduire  en  tentation. 
Ne  patlons  que  du  service  des  EtatsG^^raux,  ser* 
vice  plus  utile  que  riant,  ou  Ton  s'ennuj^e  et  s  en- 
riehit  Par  le  ti-ait^  de  1712,  le  Canton  de  Berne 
accorda  vingt  quatre  conipagnies  k  leurs  Hautes. 
Puissances,  et  promit  de  peimettre  qu'on  en  fit 
toujours  des  recrues  dans  leurs  ^tats.  Seize  com- 
pagnies  ^toient  destinies  aux  Bemois,  et  les  souve^ 

rains 


Wliat  encouragement  i$  then  left  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  Pais 
de  Vaud  \  That  of  foreign  service.  But  to  them,  even  this  road 
to  preferment  is  extremely  difficult,  and  to  attain  the  higher  ranks 
is  impossible.  I  speak  not  of  the  brilKant  service  of  Fiance :  in 
that  country,  expense  is  unavoidable ;  the  ensign  is  ruined,  thi| 
.  captain  can  scarcely  live,  and  the  colonel  cannot  save  money. 
•  You  are  therefore  obliged  to  the  paternal  care  of  the  magistrates 
of  Berne,  whose  treaties  for  supplying  troops  to  France  do  notlead 
you  into  temptation.  Let  us  only  consider  the  service  of  Hol- 
land, a  service  more  profitable  than  showy,  where  officers  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  grow  rich.  By  the  treaty  of  1712,  th» 
Caiiton  of  Berne  grnnted  the  use  of  twenty-four  companies  to  their 
High  Mightinesses,  and  promised  that  they  should  always  be 
^Upwed  to  recruit  them  in  their  territories.  But  the  command 
of  sixteen  of  those  companies  was  engrossed  by  the  citizeps  of 

Bcnie, 
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rains  paitageoient  avec  leurs  sujets  les  huit  autfe^ 
compagnies,  dont  on  daignoit  laisser  I'entr^e  ou- 
veite  k  ceux  ci :  dnsi  k  ne  supposer  le  cr^it  des 

Bernois  qu'egal  k  celui  ties  sujets,  pour  parvenir  a 
ces  huit  demi^res  compagnies,  ce  peuple  roi  en 
poss6deroit  toujours  vingt,  sur  vingt  quatre.  La 
proportion  est  lioiiu^te,  si  Ton  fait  attention  qu'il 
y  a  dans  le  Canton  pr^  de  cent  miUe  bommes  en 
6tat  de  port^  les  armes,  dont  il  n'y  en  a  pas  huit 
cens,  bourgeois  de  Berne.  Dailleurs  les  petits 
bourgeois,  a  qui  ce  noni  seul  inspire  de  la  fiertCi 
aiment  mieux  croupir  dans  la  mis^re  k  Berne,  que 
de  se  iaire  par  leur  travail  un  6tat  vraiment  respec- 
table. Ainsi  dans  toutes  ces  troupes,  je  doute 
qu'on  puisse  trouver  cinquante  Bernois  qui  ne  soi- 
ent  pas  ofiiciei^. 

Ces  malhcurs,  me  dites  vous,  nc  sent  que  pour 
lei$  gentilshommes ;  c'est  a  dire,  pour  la  paitie  la 

_  plus 

Berne,  and  the  remuning  eight  were  left  common  between  them 
and  their  subjects  in  the  Pals  de  Vaud.  On  the  supposition, 
then,  that  the  interest  of  both  classes  of  candidates  for  those  com- 
panies is  equal,  the  sovereign  people  will  obtain  four  out  of  the 

eight,  and  twenty  out  of  the  whole  t\N  enty-four.  This  proportion 
appears  the  more  unreasonable,  when  it  is  considered  that  in  the 
canton  there  are  above  an  hundred  thousand  men  fit  to  bear  arms, 
of  whom  scarcely  ei^ht  hundred  are  citizens  of  Berne.  Besides, 
the  poorer  classes  of  citizens,  proud  merely  of  this  title,  prefer 
living  in  idleness  at  Berne  to  honourable  exertions  abroad,  by 
which  they  might  better  their  condition*  I  doul>t,  therefore, 
whether  fifty  citi£ens  of  Berne,  who  are  not  officers,  will  be  found 
in  the  whole  of  the  Swiss  Dutch  troops. 

These  inconveniences,  you  will  tell  me,  are  only  felt  by  men 
of  fiunily ;  that  is  to  say,  by  the  most  respectable,  but  least  nu- 

merons^ 
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plus  respectable,  mais  la  moins  nombreuse,  des 
citovens.  lis  s'^vanouissent  dans  ces  maximes  s:^ 
n^rales  et  6gales  que  vous  venez  cU^tablir.  La 
tyrannle  de  vos  Baillis  s'y  ^vanouit  elle  aussi  ?  Le  - 
peuple,  nom  si  cher  k  rhumanit^,  en  sent  tout  le 
joug.  Je  ne  vous  conterai  point  des  histoires  de 
leurs  oppressions.  Vous  me  chicaneriez  sur  la 
y€nti  des  faits,  et  puis  vous  me  diriez,  qu'il  ne  faut 
,  jamais  conclure  du  particulier  au  g^n^ral,  et  vous 
auriez  rakon.  II  vaut  meux  faire  seutir  T^tendue 
de  leur  pouvoir,  et  laisser  k  voire  connoissance  du 
coeur  humam,  a  juger  de  Tusage  qu'ils  en  font. 
Chaque  Bailli  est  k  la  fois  chef  de  la  justice,  de  la 
milice,  des  finances,  et  de  .  la  religion.  Comme 
juge,  il  decide  sans  appel  jusqu'^  la  somme  de  cent 
francs,  sonime  tr^s  modique  pour  vous,  mais  qui 
fait  la  fortune  d'un  paysan ;  et  il  decide  seul,  car 

•  ses 


neioiis,  portioD  of  the  community ;  and  they  disappear  amidst 
the  general  eqaify  and  impartiality  of  the  public  adminiatmtion. 
But  does  the  tyranny  of  the  bmUfi  disappear  abo?  The  people» 
a  name  so  dear  to  humanity,  feel  the  full  wei^t  of  their  oppres- 
sion. I  will  not  have  recourse  to  particular  examples;  because 
you  might  call  in  question  the  authenticily  of  iactSi  or  object 
with  reason,  that  general  conclusions  are  not  to  be  drawn  from 
particular  principles.  I  shall  be  contented  with  pointing  out  the 
extent  of  their  power,  and  leave  to  your  own  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature  to  infer  the  abuses  with  which  it  must  be  accompa- 
nied. In  his  own  district  every  bailiff  is  at  the  head  of  religion, 
of  the  law,  the  array,  and  the  finances.  As  judge,  he  decides, 
without  appeal,  all  causes  to  the  amount  of  an  hundred  franks ;  a 
sura  of  little  importance  to  a  gentleman,'  but  which  often  makes 
the  whole  fortune  of  a  peaaant;  and  he  decides  alone^  for  the 
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ses  assesseurs  n*ont  pas  voix  ponddrative.  II  donne, 

ou  plut6t  il  vend,  presque  tons  les  emplois  dans 
son  bailliage.  Si  Ton  vent  appeller  de  ses  sen- 
tences, il  n'y  a  plus  de  tribunal  k  Moudon ;  il  faut 
aller  k  Berne,  et  quel  paysan  veut  se  miner  k  la 
poursuite  de  la  justice  ?  S  il  cheiche  encore  a  fairc 
punir  son  tyran,  il  demande  Tentr^e  en  conseil. 
L'Avoyer  Vaccoixle,  peut-Atre  avec  beaucoup  de 
difficult^ ;  et  a  force  de  fatigues  et  de  d^penses  il 
pai*vient  k  pouvoir  plaider  devant  un  tribunal  li6 
avec  son  baillif  par  le  sang,  et  plus  encore  parune 
conformity  de  forfaits,  ou  d'int6r6ts. 

Voire  pays  est  ^puis6  .par  les  impdtSy  tout  mo- 
diques  qu'ils  sont.  Di^veloppons  cette  id^e.  Penr 
dantque  les  pays  les  plus  riches  de  TEurope  s'aby- 
ment  de  d^penses  et  de  dettes,  et  mettent  en  oeuvrc 
des  moyenSy  qui  feroient  trembler  le  plus  hardi  dis- 

  sipateur, 


voice  of  his  assesson  has  not  any  weight  in  die  scale.  Jle  confers, 
or  rather  he  sells,  all  the  employments  in  his  district*  When  the 
injured  party  wishes  to  appeal  from  his  sentence,  as  there  is  no- 
court  of  justice  at  Moudon,  he  is  obliged  to  remove  the  cause  to 
Berne ;  and  how  few  peasants  can  bear  this  expense?  But  if  bis 
eagerness  to  punish  his  tyrant  carries  him  thither,  it  is  not  with- 
out many  difficulties  on  his  part  that  the  Avoyer,  or  chief  magis- 
trate, grants  him  admission  into  the  council ;  where,  after  all  his 
trouble  and  expense,  he  is  finally  allowed  to  plead  his  cause 
before  a  tribunal,  the  members  of  which  are  connected  with  his 
6ppressor  by  the  ties  of. blood,  and  still  more  by  a  conformity  of 
inferests  and  crimes. 

Your  taxes,  moderate  as  they  are,  exliaust  the  country.  This 
observation  requirt^  to  be  explained.  While4he  great  kingdoms 
of  Eutope,  loaded  with  expenses  and  debts^  are  driven  to  expe^ 
d^ts  vhich  would-aknn  tiie  wildest  prodi^,  Berne  is  the  only 

state 
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sipateur,  leCantou  de  Berne  est  le  seal  qui  amasse 
des  tri^sors.  Le  secret  de  F^tat  est  si  bien  gard^, 
qu'il  est  difficile  de  le  deviner.  Stanian,  annibassa- 
deur  d'Angleterre  a  Berne,  qui  avoit  un  esprit  • 
d'observation  et  de  grandes  facility  pour  se  bien 
informer,  estimoit,  il  y  a  quarante  ans,  les  sommes 
qu'il  avoit  dans  les  fonds  publics  de  Londres  i  trois 
cens  milles  livres  sterling,  ou  sept  millions,  et  to.ut 
ce  qui  ^toit  rest^  dans  le  tr^sor  de  fieme,  ou  dis* 
pers6  dans  les  autres  banques  de  TEurope,  k  d'lx  liuit 
cens  niille  livres  sterling,  ou  quarante  trois  mil- 
lions. On  pent  croire  que  oes  tr^rs  n'ont  pas 
diminu^s  depuis  Tan  172^.  Le  moyen  que  le 
Canton  employe  pour  s  cnrichlr  est  tres  simple.  II 
d^pense  beaucoup  moins  qull  ne  reifoit.  Mais  que 
re^oit  il?  Je  Tignore;  mais  je  vais  t&cher  de  le 
deviner.  Les  douze  ])ailliao;es  du  Pavs  dc  Vaud 
rendent  dans  leurs  six  ans,  a  peu  pr^s  cinq  cens 

mill« 


state  which  has  amassed  a  large  treasure.  The  secret  has  been  8» 
well  kept,  that  it  is  not  ea^  to  ascertain  its  amount.  Stanyan; 
the  Briti!ih.6iivoy  at  Berne,  a  man  inquisitive  and  possessed  of  good  • 
means  of  information,  estimated  forty  years  ago  the  money  be- 
longing to  that  republic,  in  the  English  funds,  at  three  hundred  ' 
thousand  pounds,  or  seven  millions  of  Swis»4ivres ;  and  the  sums 
remaining  in  the  treasury  of  Beme,  or  dispersed  through  the  other 
funds  or  banks  of  Europe,  at  eighteen  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  or  forty-three  millions  Swiss.  These  treasures  have  not 
probably  diminished  since  the  year  1722.  The  Canton  enriches 
itself  by  the  simple  means  of  receiving  much  and  expending  little. 
But  what  is  the  amount  of  its  receipts?  I  know  not,  but  I  will 
try  to  discover  it.  The  twelve  bailiwics,  or  districts,  of  the  Puis 
de  Vaud  pay,  one  with  another,  during  the  six  years  that  they  are 
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mille  iivres  de  Suisse,  les  uns  portant  Ics  autres* 
Le  revenu  de  douze,  peut  done  tnonter  k  un  mil^ 
Hon  de  livres  de  rente.  J*ai  toujours  entendu  dire 
que  les  Baiilis  prennent  le  dix  pour  cent  sur  les 
revenus  du  souverain.  Le  voil^  done  ce  revenu 
d'un  million  par  ann^.  En  rabattant  les  cent 
mille  livres  des  Baiilis,  je  compterois  encore  cent 
mille  ^us  pour  les  charges  de  I'^tat,  ce  qui  n  est 
point  une  supposition  hAtie  en  Fair.  Les  autred 
deux  cens  mille  ^cus,  qui,  dans  un  autre  pays,  four- 
niroient  f\  Tentreticn  d'uuc  cour  et  d'une  arm^e, 
dont  les  d^penses  feroient  retomber  sur  la  terre  la 
ros^e  qui  en  ^toit  tir^e,  vont  ici  s'enfouir  dans  les 
cofiVes  du  souveraiu^  ou  se  disperser  dans  les 
banques  publiques,  et  pr6caires  de  FEurope,  pour 
fttre  un  jour  ime  prove  k  I'infid^Ht^  d'un'commis, 
ou  k  I'ambition  d'uu  conqu^rant.   Cette  perte  con- 

tinuelle 


governed  by  the  same  inao;istrate,  five  Inindred  thousand  Swiss 
livres.  The  coiuributions,  therefore,  of  all  the  twelve  amount  to 
a  million  of  liyres  annually.  I  have  always  been  told  that  the 
baili£b,  or  govemdn,  retain  ten  per  cent,  on  the  revenues  raited 
within  their  respective  jurisdictions.  The  million  of  revenve, 
climiniBhed  by  an  hundred  thousand  livres  consumed  in  the  ap- 
pcMntments  of  the  baiiifSf  is  reduced  to  three  hundred  thousand 
crowns ;  of  which  one  |iundred  thousand  may  be  allowed  for  the 
expenses  of  the  state,  a  sum  not  chosen  at  random ;  and  the  otfaef 
two  hundred  thousand  crowns,  which  in  other  countries  would  be 
employed  in  the  maintenance  of  a  court  and  army,  whose  incomes- 
would  circulate  through  the  general  mass  of  the  people  on  whom 
they  had  been  raised,  are  here  biiried  in  tlic  coffers  of  the  sove- 
reignty, or  dispersed  through  the  precarious  banks  of  Europe,  to 
become  one  day  a  prey  to  the  knavery  of  a  clerk,  or  the  ambition 
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tinuellc  des  esp^ces  eteiiit  rindustrie,  empMie 
tout  eiibrty  qui  ne  se  peut  faire  sam  argent,  et  ap^ 
pauviit  insensiblement  le  pays. 

Tels  sont  vos  maux,  Monsieur.  Eli  bicn  !  nic 
repondez  vous,  n'avez  vous  sond6  uos  playes  que 
pour  en  aigrir  la  douleur  ?  Quel  conseil  nous  don- 
nez  vous?  Aucun,  si  vous  ne  m'avez  pas  d6ji 
pr^veau.  II  y  a  une  voye  que  je  puis  vous  con- 
seiller,  e'est  celle  de  la  remontrance.  Mais  il  y  a 
des  maux  tellement  enracin^s  dans'  la  constitution 
d'un  6t'dt,  que  Platon  lui  meme  n'eut  pas  esper^  du 
succ^  pour  une  pareille  dentation.  Ne  tiendront 
ils  pas  contre  les  remontrances,  eux  qui  ont  pu 
tenir  contre  deux  cens  ans  de  fid^lit^  et  de  services? 
II  y  a  un  autre  remade  plus  prompt,  plus  entier, 
plus  glorieux :  Guillaume  Tell  vous  Ve(kt  conseill^ ; 
mais  je  ne  vous  le  conseille  point.  Je  sais  que 
resprit  du  citoyen,  comme  cclui  de  la  chaiit^^ 

sbufire 

of  a  conqueror;  This  continual  absorption  of  specie  ^tinguishet 
industry,  deadens  e?ery  enterprise  that  requires  the  aid  of  money, 

and  gradually  impoverishes  the  country. 

These,  Sir,  arc  your  hardships.  But  I  think  you  will  say  to 
me,  Have  you  thus  probed  our  wounds  itkm  t  l y  to  make  us  feel 
their  smart?  What  advice  do  you  give  us?"  None,  unless  you 
have  already  anticipated  it.  I  would  indeed  advise  you  to  remon- 
strate. But  there  arc  evils  so  deeply  rooted  in  governments,  that 
Plato  himself  would  despair  of  curing  them.  What  could  you  ex- 
pect to  obtain  from  those  masters  by  xemonstrances,  who  have 
lemained  during  two  centuries  insensible  to  the  merit  of  your  faitli- 
fill  service  I  There  is  another  remedy,  more  prompt,  more  per- 
fect, and  more  glorious.  M^iiliam  Tell  would  have  prescribed  it; 
I  do  not.  I  know  that  the  spirit  of  a  good  citizen  is,  like  that  of 
charity,  long-suffering,  and  hoping  all  things.   Jhe  citisen  is  in 

the 
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souffle  bcaucouj),  et  esp^re  longtcms.  II  a  raison. 
11  couuoit  les  malheurs  attach^  k  la  soumission. 
II  ignore  ceux  que  la  r^istance  pourroit  entrainer. 
Vous,  qui  me  connoissez,  Monsieur,  vous  savez 
•  combieu  Je  respecte  ces  priucipes  amis  de  la  paix  et 
des  hommes.  Tribun  s^ditieux,  je  ne  chercherai 
jamais  k  fktre  secouer  au  peuple  le  joug  de  Fauto- 
rite,  pour  le  conduire  du  murmure, la  sedition  ; 
de  la  sedition,  k  I'anarchie;  etde  Tanarchie,  peut- 
£tre«  au  despotisme. 

Cepeiidant  avec  la  franchise,  qui  a  partout  con- 
duit ma  plume,  je  vais  d^tiuire  quelques  moustres 
de  romans,  qui  vous  peuvent  efirayer.  Que  vous 
pr6f6riez  le  parti  de  I'enterprise  ^  celui  du  repos,' 
je  voudrois  que  ce  fxit  la  raison,  et  non  le  pr^jug^, 
qui  vous  dictdt  ce  parti. 

Les  Bemois  ont  les  droits  sur  votre  obfissance ; 
vous  craignez  de  leur  faire  une  injustice  en  la 
retirant   

the  right ;  siiic«  he  knows  the  evils  resulting  from  his  suhmission, 
but  knows  not  tlie  greater  evik  which  might  be  produced  by  his 

resistance.  You  know  me  too  well  to  be  ignorant  how  much  I 
respect  those  principles,  so  friendly  to  the  interests  of  peace  and 
of  human  kind.  I  will  never,  in  the  language  of  a  seditious  tri- 
bune, persuade  the  people  to  shake  oft'  the  yoke  of  authority,  that, 
they  may  proceed  from  murmur  to  sedition,  from  sedition  to 
anarchy,  and  from  anarchy  perhaps  to  despotism. 

Yet,  with  the  freedom  which  has  hitherto  guided  my  pen,  I  will 
endeavour  to  destroy  some  giants  of  romance,  which  might  other* 
wise  inspire  you  with  vain  terror.  Whether  you  prefer  the  road 
of  bold  enterprise  or  cautious  repose,  I  wish  that  reason,  not  pre- 
judice, should  dictate  your  choice. 

The  magistrates  of  Berne  have  a  ri^t  to  expect  your  obedience; 
you  fear  to  do  t^m  wrong  in  withholding  it. 
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Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mrs.  Porten. 

D*Aa  Madam,  Lauwime,  i75(>. 

Fbab  no  reproaches  for  your  negligence,  how- 
ever  great ;  for  your  silence,  however  W  I 
love  you  too  well  to  make  you  any.  Nothing,  m 
my  opinion,  is  so  ridiculous  as  some  kind  of  friends 
wives,  and  lovers,  who  look  on  no  crime  as 
heinous  as  the  letting  slip  a  post  without  writing. 
The  charm  of  friendship  is  liberty;  and  he  that 
would  destroy  the  one,  destro^'s,  without  design- 
ing It,  the  better  half  of  the  other.  I  compare 
friendship  to  charity,  and  letters  to  alms ;  the  last 
agnifies  nothing  without  the  first,  and  very  often 
die  first  is  very  strong,  although  it  does  not  shew 
Itself  by  the  othen  It  is  not  good-wiU  which  is 
wanting,  it  is  only  opportunities  or  means.  How- 
ever, one  month— two  months— three  months— four 
months— I  began  not  to  be  angry,  but  to  be  uneasy, 
for  fear  some  accident  had  happened  to  you.  I 
was  often  on  the  pomt  of  writing,  but  was  always 
stopped  by  the  hopes  of  hearing  tiom  you  the  next 
post.  Besides,  not  to  flatter  you,  your  excuse  is  a 
very  bad  one.  You  cannot  enter tai?i  me  by  your 
Utters.  I  think  I  ought  to  know  that  better  than 
you;  and  I  a^ure  you  that  one  of  your  plain  sin- 
cere letters  entertains  me  more  than  the  most  po- 
lished one  of  Pliny  or  Cicero.  'Tis  your  heait 
speaks,  and  I  look  on  your  heart  as  much  better  in 
its  way  than  either  of  their  heads.  ^ 
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Out  of  pure  politeness  I  ought  to  talk  of  *  * 
•  *  *  *  *  before  myself.  I  was  some  hours 
with  him  in  this  place,  tliat  is  to  say,  almost  all 
the  time  he  Was  liore.  I  find  him  ahvavs  • 
«•«#**  ^  always  good-natured,  always 
amusing^  and  ahrays  trifling.  I  asked  him  some 
questions  about  Italy ;  he  told  me,  he  hurried  out 
of  it  as  soon  as  he  could,  because  there  was  no 
French  comedy,  and  he  did  not  love  the  Italian 
opera.  I  let  slip  some  words  of  the  pleasure  he 
would  have  of  seeing  his  native  country  again,  on 
account  of  the  services  he  could  render  her  in  par- 
liament. Yes,  (says  he,)  I  want  vastly  to  be  at 
London ;  there  are  three  years  since  I  have  seen 
Garrick."  He  spoke  to  me  of  you,  and  indeed  not 
only  with  consideration,  but  with  affection.  Were 
there  nothing  else  -valuable  in  his  character,  I 
should  love  him,  because  he  loves  von.  He  told 
me  he  intended  to  see  vou  as  soon  as  he  should  be 
in  England ;  I  am  glad  he  has  kept  his  word.  I- 
was  so  taken  up  with  my  old  friend,  tliat  I  could 
not  speak  a  word  to  *****  *.  lie  ap-> 
peared,  however,  a  good,  sensible,  modest  young 
man.  Poor  Minorca  indeed  thus  lost!  but  poor 
Englishmen  who  have  lost  it !  I  think  the  second 
exclamation  still  stronger  than  the  first.  Poor 
Lord  Torrington  I  I  can't  help  pitying  him.  What 
a  shameful  uncle  he  has  !  I  shall  lose  all  my  opi- 
nion of  my  countrymen,  if  the  whole  nation, 
Whigs,  Tories^  Courtiers,  Jacobites,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
are  not  unanimous  in  detesting  that  man.  Pray 
is  tlicre  any  truth  in  a  story  wc  had  here,  of  a  bro- 
ther 
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tiier  of  Admiral  Byng's  having  killed  himself  out 
of  rage  and  shame  ?  I  did  not  think  he  had  any 
brotliers  ahve.  It  is  tliought  here  that  Byng  will 
be  acquitted.  I  hope  not.  Though  I  do  not 
love  rash  judgments,  I  cannot  help  thinking  him 
guilty. 

.  You  ask  me,  when  I  shall  come  into  England  ? 
How  should  I  know  it?   Tlie  14th  of  June  I 

wrote  to  my  fatlicr,  and  saying  nothing  of  my  re- 
turn, which  I  knew  would  liave  been  to  no  pur- 
pose, .1  desired  him  to  give  me  a  fixed  allowance 
of  200/.  a-year,  or,  at  least,  to  allow  me  a  servant* 
No  answei*.  About  a  fortnight  ago  I  renewed  my 
request ;  and  I  cannot  yet  know  what  will  be  my 
success.  I  design  to  make  a  virtue  of  necessity, 
to  keep  quiet  during  this  winter,  and  to  put  in  use 
all  my  machines  next  spring,  in  order  to  come 
over.*  I  shall  write  the  strongest,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  most  dutiful  letter  I  can  imagine  to  my 
father.  If  all  tliat  produces  no  eticct,  I  don't  know 
what  I  can  do. 

You  talk  to  me  of  my  cousin  Ellison*8  wedding ; 
but  you  don't  say  a  word  of  who  she  is  married  to. 
Is  it  Elliot  ?  Though  you  have  not  seen  my  fatlier. 
yet,  I  suppose  you  have  heard  of  him.  How  was 
he  in  town?  His  wife,  was  she  with  him?  Has 
marriage  produced  any  changemcnt  in  his  way  of 
living?  Is  he  to  be  Uways  at  Beriton,  or  will  he 
come  up  to  London  in  winter?   Pray  liavc  yoa 

♦  Tliis  Letter  is  a  curioiH  specimen  of  the  degree  ia  whicli  Mr. 
.  Gibbon  had  lost  the  English  language  in  a  short  time. 
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ever  seen  my  mother-in-law,  or  h^ard  any  thing 

more  of  her  character?  Compliments  to  every 
body  that  makes  me  compliments :  to  the  Gilberts, 
to  the  ComarqueSy  to  Lord  Nuneham,  &c.  When 
you  see  the  Comarques  again,  ask  them  if  they  did 
not  know,  at  Putney,  Monsieur  la  Vabre,  and  his 
daughters;  perhaps  you  know  them  yourself*  I 
saw  them  lately  in  tiiis  country ;  one  of  them  very 
well  maiTied. 

The  £ngUshman  who  lodges  in  our  house,  is 
little  sociable,  at  least  for  a  reasonable  person.  Mf 
health  always  good,  my  studies  pretty  good.  I 
understand  Greek  pretty  welL  I  have  even  some 
kind  of  correspondence  with  several  learned  men^ 
with  Mr.  Crevier  of  Paris,  with  Mr.  Breitinger  of 
Zurich,  and  with  Mr.  AUamand,  a  clergyman  of 
this-  country,  the  most  reasonable  divine  I  ever 
knew.  Do  you  never  read  now?  I  am  a  little 
piqued  that  yon  say  nothing  of  Sir  Charles  Grandi- 
son ;  if  you  have  not  read  it  yet,  read,  it  for  my 
sake.  Perhaps  Clarissa  does  not  encourage  you ; 
but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  much  superior  to  Clarissa. 
When  you  have  read  it,  read  the  letters  of  Madame 
de  Sevign£  to  her  daughter ;  I  don't  doubt  of  their 
being  translated  into  English.  They  are  properly 
what  I  called  in  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  letters 
of  the  heart ;  the  natural  expressions  of  a  mother's, 
fondness ;  regret  at  their  being  at  a  great  distance 
from  one  another,  and  continual  schemes  to  get 
together  again.  All  that,  won't  it  please  you? 
There  is  scarce  any  tiling  else  in  six  whole  Vo- 
lumes:  and  notwithstanding  that,  few  people  read 

them 
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them  without  finding  them  too  short;  Adieu: 
my  paper  is  at  an.  end.  I  don't  dare  to  tell  you  to 
write  soon.  Do  it,  however,  if  you  can.  Your's 
affectionately, 

£•  GiBBOK. 

XL 

Jieo»  Dr.  Wald&bave*  to  Edwabd  Gibbon, 

Esq*  junior. 

Washington,  near  Storrington, 
Dear  Sib,  '  Dec.  7,  1758. 

I  HAVE  read  nothing  for  some  time  (and  I  keep 
reading  on  still)  that  has  given  me  so  much  plea- 
sure as  your  letter,  which  I  received  by  the  last 
post  I  rejoice  at  your  return  to  your  country, 
to  your  father,  and  to  the  good  principles  of  truth 
and  reason.  Had  I  in  the  least  suspected  your 
design  of  leaving  us,  I  should  immediately  have 
put  you  upon  reading  Mr.  Chillingworth's  Reli- 
gion of  Protestants;  any  one  page  of  which  is 
worth  a  library  of  Swiss  divinity.  It  will  give  me 
great  pleasure  to  see  you  at  Washington ;  where  I 
am,IthankGod,very  well  and  very  happy.  I  desire 
my  respects  to  Mr.  Gibbon;  and  am,  with  very 
great  regard,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Tho.  Waldgrave. 

*  Tutor  to  Mr.  Gibbon  when  he  tot  went  to  Magdalen  College, 
•  Oxford.  S. 

D  5       '  N*.  XII. 
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N°  XII. 
Mr.  Gibbon  to  his  Father. 

Dear  Sir,  1/60. 

An  address  in  writing,  from  a  person  who  has 

the  pleasure  of  being  with  you  every  clay,  may 
appear  singular.  However,  I  have  prefevred  this 
metliod,  as  upon  paper  I  can  speak  witliout  a  blush, 
and  be  heard  without  interruption.  If  my  letter 
displeases  you,  impute  it,  dear  Sir,  only  to  your- 
self. You  have  treated  me,  not  .  like  a  son,  but 
like  a  friend.  Can  you  be  surprised  that  I  should 
communicate  to  a  friend,  all  my  thoughts,  and  all 
my  desires?  Unless  the  friend  approve  them,  let 
the  father  never  know  them;  or  at  least,  let  him 
know  at  the  same  time,  that  however  reasonable, 
however  eligible,  my  scheme  may  appear  to  me,  I 
irould  rather  forget  it  for  ever,  than  cause  him  the 
^lightest  uneasiness. 

When  I  first  returned  to  England,  attentive  to 
my  future  interest,  you  were  so  good  as  to  give  me 
hopes  of  a  seat  in  parliament.  This  seat,  it  was 
supposed,  would  be  an  expense  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds.  This  design  flattered  my  vanity,  as  it 
might  enable  me  to  shine  in  so  kugust  an  assembly. 
It  flattered  a  nobler  passion ;  I  promised  myself 
that  by  the  means  of  this  seat  I  might  be  one  day 
the  instrum^t  of  some  good  to  my  country.  3ut 
I  soon  perceived  how  little  a  mere  virtuous  incli-  . 
jiatiqn,  uuassist^d  by  talents,  could  contribute 
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towards  that  great  end;  and  a  very  sl^ort  ex  ami-  ^ 
iiation  discovered  to  me,  that  those  talents  had  not 
fallen  to  my  lot.  Do  not,  dear  Sir,  impute  this 
declaration  to  a  false  modesty,  the  meanest  species 
of  pride.  Whatever  else  I  may  be  ignorant  of,  I 
think  I  know  myself,  and  shall  always  endeavour 
to  mention  my  good  qualities  without  vanity,  and 
my  defects  without  repugnance.  I  shall  say 
nothing  of  the  most  intimate  acquaintance  witlihis 
country  and  language,  so  absolutely  necessary  to 
every  senator.  Since  they  may  be  acquired,  to 
allege  my  deficiency  in  them,  ^vould  seem  only 
the  plea  of  laziness.  But  I  shall  say  witii  great 
truth,'that  I  never  possessed  that  gift  of  speech,  tlie 
first  requisite  of  an  orator,  which  use  and  labour 
may  improve,  but  which  nature  alone  can  bestow^ 
That  my  temper,  quiet,  retired,  somewhat  reserved, 
could  neith^  acquire  popularity,  bear  up  against 
opposition,  nor  mix  with  ease  in  the  crowds  of 
public  life.  That  even  my  genius  (if  you  will 
allow  me  any)  is  better  qualified  for  the  deliberate 
compositions  of  the  closet,  than  for  the  extempo- 
rary discourses  of  the  parliameut.  An  unexpected 
objection  would  disconcert  me;  and  as  I  am  incar 
pable  of  explaining  to  others,  what  I  do  not  tho- 
roughly understand  mysClf,  I  should  be  meditating 
wh^e  I  ought  to  be  answering.  I  even  want 
necessai  y  prejudices  of  party,  and  of  nation.  In  , 
popular  assemblies,  it  is  often  necessary  to  inspire 
them;  and  never  orator  inspired  well  a  passion, 
which  he  did  not  feel  himself.  Suppose  me  even 
mistaken  in  my  own  character;  to  tet  out  vritb 
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the  repugnance  such  an  opinion  must  ptoduce» 
offers  but  an  indifferent  prospect.    But  I  hear  you 

$ay,  it  is  not  necessary  that  every  man  should  enter 
into  parliament  with  such  exalted  hopes.  It  is  to 
acquire  a  title  the  most  glorious  of  any  in  a  free 
country,  and  to  employ  the  weight  and  considenu- 
tion  it  gives,  in  the  service  of  one's  friends.  Such 
motives,  though  not  glorious,  yet  are  not  dishonour- 
able; and  if  we  had  a  borough  in  our  command,  if 
you  could  bring  me  in  without  any  great  expense, 
or  if  our  fortune  enabled  us  to  despise  that  expense^ 
then  indeed  I  should  think  them  of  the  greatest 
strength.  But  with  our  private  fortune,  is  it  worth 
while  to  purchase  at  so  high  a  rate,  a  title,  honour- 
able in  itself,  but  which  I  must  share  with  every 
fellow  that  can  lay  out  fifteen  hundred  pounds? 
Besides,  dear  Sir,  a  merchandise  is  of  little  value 
to  the  owner,  when  he  is  resolved  not  to  sell  it. 

I  should  affront  your  penetration,  did  I  not  sup^ 
pose  you  now  see  the  drift  of  this  letter.  It  is 
to  appropriate  to  another  use  the  sum  with  which 
you  destined 'to  bring  me  into  parliament;  to 
employ  it,  not  in  making  me  great,  but  in  render- 
ing me  happy.  I  have  often  heard  you  say  your- 
self, that  the  allowance  you  had  been  so  indulgent 
as  to  grant  me,  though  very  liberal  in  regard  to 
your  estate,  was  yet  but  small,  when  compared 
with  the  almost  necessary  extravagancies  of  the 
age.  I  have  indeed  found  it  so,  notwithstanding  a 
good  deal  of  economy,  and  an  exemption  from 
many  of  the  common  expenses  of  youtk.  This, 
dear  Sir»  would  be  a  way  of  supplying  these  defi* 
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ciencies,  without  any  additional  expense  to  you. 
But  I  forbear.  If  you  think  my  proposals  reason- 
able, you  want  no  entreaties  to  engage  you  to  com- 
ply with  them;  if' otherwise,  all  will  be  without 
effi^t. 

All  that  I  am  afraid  of,  dear  Sir,  is,  that  I  should 
seem  not  so  much  asking  a  favour,  as  this  really  is, 
as  exacting  a  debt.  After  all  I  can  say,  you  will 
Itill  remain  the  beat  judge  of  my  good,  and  your 
own  circumstances.  Perhaps,  like  most  landed 
gentlemen,  an  addition  to  my  annuity  would  suit 
you  better,  tlian  a  sum  of  money  given  at  once; 
perhaps  the  sum  itself  may  be  too  considerable. 
Wliatever  you  shall  tliiuk  proper  to  bestow  upon 
me,  or  in  whatever  manner,  will  be  received  with 
equal  gratitude. 

I  intended  to  stop  here ;  but  as  I  abhor  the  least 
appearance  of  art,  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  lay 

'  open  my  whole  schenie  at  once.  The  unhappy  war 
wliich  now  desolates  Europe,  will  oblige  me  to 
defer  seeing  France  till  a  peace.  But  that  reason 
can  have  no  influence  upon  Italy,  a  country  which 
every  scholar  must  long  to  see ;  should  you  grant 
my  request,  and  not  disapprove  of  my  manner  of 
employing  your  bounty,  I  would  leave  England 
this  autumn,  and  pass  the  winter  at  Lausanne' 
with  M.  de  Voltaire  and  my  old  friends.  The 
axnries  no  longer  obstruct  my  passage,  and  it  must  • 
be  indifferent  to  you,  whetlier  I  am  at  Lausanne  or 
at  London  during  the  winter,  since  I  shall  not  be 
at  Beriton.   In  the  spring  I  would  cross  the  Alps, 

'  and  after  some  stay  in  Italy,  as  the  war  must  Hhctt 

be 
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be  tenninated,  return  home  through  France;  to 
live  happily  with  you  and  my  dear  mother.    I  am 

now  two-and-tw  ciity  ;  a  tour  must  take  up  a  con- 
sidemble  time,  and  tliough  I  believe  you  have  no 
thoughts  of  settling  me  soon,  (and  I  am  sure  I 
have  not,)  yet  so  many  things  may  intcr\'ene,  that 
the  man  who  does  not  travel  early,  runs  a  great 
risk  of  not  travelling  at  alL  But  this  part  of  my 
scheme,  as  well  as  the  whole,  I  submit  entirely  to 
you. 

Pennit  me,  dear  Sir,  to  add,  that  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  complete  compliance  with  my  wishes 

could  increase  my  love  and  gratitude ;  but  that  I 
am  very  sure,  no  refusal  could  diminish  those  sen- 
timents with  which  I  shall  always  remain,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  son  and  servant, 

£.  Gibbon,  junior. 

N*  XIII. 
Mr.  Mallet  to  Mr.  Gibbok. 

Dbab  Sib,  17 6\. 

I  COULD  not  procure  you  a  ticket  for  the  corona^ 
tion,  without  putting  you  to  the  expense  of  ten' 
guineas.  But  I  now  send  you  something  much 
more  valuable,  which  will  cost  you  only  a  groat. 
When  will  your  father  or  you  be  in  town?  Desire 
Becket  to  send  me  one  of  your  books,  well  bound, 
for  myself :  all  the  other  copies  I  gave  away,  as 
Duke  Desenany  drunk  out  ten  dozen  of  Lord 

Bohngbroke's 
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Bolingbrokc's  Champao^nc  in  his  absence — to  your 
honour  and  glory.   1  need  not  tell  you  tliat  I  am, 

most  affectionately, 
the  Major's  and  your 
very  humble  scr\'ant, 

D.  Mallet. 

Turn  over,  read,  and  be  delighted. 

Let  your  father  too  read. 

J'ai  lu  avec  autant  d'avidit6  que  dc  satisfaction - 

le  bon  et  agr&ble  ouvrage,  dont  rautcur  m  a  fait 
present.  Je  parle  comme  si  M.  Gibbon  ne  m  avoit 
pas  lou^  et  m£mc  un  peu  trop  fort.  J'ai  lu  le 
livre  d'un  citoyen  dii  monde,  d'un  veritable  homme 
de  Icttres,  qui  les  aimc  pour  dies  mOmes,  sans 
exception  ni  prevention,  et  qui  joint  <\  beaucoup 
desprit,  le  bon  sens  plus  rare  que  Tesprit,  ainsi 
qu'unc  impartialiti?  qui  le  rend  juste  et  modeste, 
maigre  1  impression  qu'il  a  du  recevoir  dcs  auteura 
sans  nombre  quHl  a  lus,  et  tr^s  bien  lus.  J'ai  done 
d^vor^  ce  petit  ouvrage,  auquel  je  desirerois  de  bon 

coeur 

I  HEAD  with  as  much  eagerness  as  pleasure  the  excellent  aii# 
agreeable  work  with  which  the  author  presented  me.  I  speak  as 
if  Mr.  Gibbon  had  not  praised  me,  and  that  too  warmly.  Ilis. 
work  is  that  of  a  real  man  of  letters,  who  loves  them  for  their  owm 
^e,  without  exception  or  prejudice ;  and  who  unites  widi  mucli 
talent  the  more  precious  gift  of  good  sense,  and  -an  impartiality 
ftat  displays  his  candotir  and  justice,  in  spite  of  the  bias  Aat  he 
must  have  received  from  the  innumerable  autliors  whom  be  b«i 
md  ^d  studied.   I  have  thcicfore  perused,  with  the  greatest 

avidity, 
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ecBur  une  plus  grande  ^tendue,  et  que  je  voudrois 

faire  lire  k  tout  le  monde. 

Je  t^moigiie  aussi  k  My  Lady  Hervey,  I'obliga- 
tion  que  je  lui  ai,  de  m'avoir  fait  connoitre  un 
auteur  qui  prouve  a  chaque  mot,  que  la  litt6rature 
n  est  ennemie  que  de  Tignorance  et  des  travers, 
qui  m^rite  d  avoir  des  Maty  pour  ami%  et  qui 
d'ailleurs  honore  et  fortifie  notre  langue  parTusage 
,que  son  esprit  en  sait  faire.  Si  j'6tois  plus  savant, 
j'appuyerois  sur  le  m^rite  des  discussions,  et  sur  la 
justesse  des  observations. 

Caylus. 


N*^  XIV. 

Geo.  Lewis  ScoTtf  Esquire/^  toEDWABS)  Gibbox, 

junior. 

Supposing  you  settled  in  quarters,  dear  Sir,  I 
obey  your  commands,  and  send  you  my  thoughts, 
relating  to  the  pursuit  of  your  mathematical  stu- 


V 


avidity,  this  little  work;  and  wish  that  it  was  more  extensive,  and 
Vead  universally. 

1  would  also  express  my  thanks  to  I^ady  Hervey,  for  making  me 
acquainted  with  an  author  who  proves  in  every  page  that  learning 
is  hostile  only  to  ignorance  and  prejudice;  who  deserves  to  have 
a  Maty  for  his  friend,  and  who  adds  honour  and  strength  to  our 
language  by  tbe  use  which  he  so  ably  makes  of  it.  Weie  I  man 
learned  I  i^ouM  dwell  on  the  merit  of  tiie  diacuttioQSy  and  the 
justness  of  Otie  observations. 

*  A  very  able  mathematidan. 

dies. 
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dies.  You  told  me,  you  had  read  Clairaut's  Alge- 
bra, and  the  three  first  books  of  TUopital's  Conic 
Sections.  You  did  not  mention  the  Elements  of 
Geometry  you  had  perused.  Whatever  they  were, 
whether  £uclid's,  or  hy  some  other,  you  will  do 
well,  if  you  have  not  applied  yourself  that  way  for 
some  time  past,  to  go  over  them  again,  and  render 
the  conclusions  familiar  to  your  memory.  You 
may  defer,  however,  a  very  critical  inquiry  into  the 
principles  and  reasoning  of  geometers,  till  Dr. 
Simson's  new  edition  of  Euclid  (now  in  tlie  press) 
appears.  I  would  have  you  study  that  book  well ; 
hi  the  mean  time  recapitulate  Clairaut  and  THopi- 
tal,  so  far  as  you  have  gone,  and  then  go  through 
the  remainder  of  the  Marquis  s  books  with  care. 
The  fifth  book  will  be  an  Introduction  to  the 
Analyse  des  Injiniment  petit s to  which  I 
would  advise  yoju  to  proceed,  after  finishing  the 
Conic  Sections.  The  Injiniment  petiis  may  want 
a  comment;  Crousaz  has  written  one,  but  it  is  a 
wretched  performance ;  he  did  not  understand  the 
first  principles  of  the  science  he  undertook  to  illus- 
trate; and  his  geometry  shews,  that  he  did  not 
understand  the  first  principles  of  geometry.  There 
is  a  posthumous  work  of  M.  Varignon's,-  called 
Eclaircissemens  sur  F  Analyse  des  Injiniment  petits.  . 
Paris,  1725,  4to.  This  will  be  often  of  use  to  you. 
However,  it  must  be  owned,  that  the  notion  of  the 
liniment  petitSy  or  InfinitesimalSy  as  we  call  them, 
is  too  bold  an  assumption,  and  too  remote  from  the 
principles  of  the  ancients,  our  masters  in  geometiy ; 

and 
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and  has  <i:ivcii  a  handle  to  an  ino-cuious  authof 
(Berkeley,  late  iiishop  of  Cloyne)  to  attack  tlie 

,*  logic  of  modem  mathematicians*    He  has 'been 
answered  by  many,  but  by-none  so  clearly  as  by 

.   Mr.  Maclaurin,  in  his  Fhixions,  (*J  vols,  in  4to.) 
where  you  will  meet  with  a  collection  of  the  most 
valuable  discoveries  in  the  mathematical  and  phy- 
sico-mathcmatical  sciences.     I  rcconiDKiul  this 
author  to  you ;  but  whether  you  ought  to  read  him 
immediately  after  M.  de  THopital,  mdy  be  a  ques- 
tion.   I  think  you  may  be  satisfied  at  first  with 
readmg  his  introduction,  and  cliap.  1.  book  I.  of 
the  grounds  of  the  Method  of  Fluxions,  and  tl>6n 
proceed  to  chap.  112.  of  the  same  book,  ^  495  to  § 
505  inclusiv^e,  where  he  treats  of  the  Method  of 
Infinitesimals,  and  of  the  Limits  of  Ratios.  You 
may  tben  read  chap.  1.  book  II.  ^  697  to  §  714 
inclusive  ;  and  this  you  may  do  immediately  after 
reading  the  first  section  of  the  Analyse  des  liifim" 
mmt  pet  its :  or  if  you  please,  you  ni^y  postpone,  a . 
critical  inquiry  into  the  principles  of  InfinitcsimaU 
and  Fluxions,  till  you  have  seen  the  use  and  appli- 
cation of  tliis  doctrine  in  tlie  drawing  of  Tangents, 
and  in  finding  the  Maxima  and  Minima  of  Geome- 
trical Magnitudes.    Annal,  des  Injin,  pet.  §  2 
and  3. 

When  you  have  read  the  beginning  of  THopital's 
4th  sect,  to  sect.  65  inclusive,  vou  mav  read  Mac* 
laurin's  chap.  2,  3,  and  4;  where  he  fully  explains 
the  nature  >of  these  higher  orders  of  Fluxions^  and 
applies  the  notioi^  to  geometrical  figures.  Your 

principles 
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principles  being  then  firmly  established,  you  may 
finish  AL  de  I'ilopital. 

Your  next  step  must  be  to  the  inverse  method 
of  Fluxions,  called  by  the  French  calcut  intigral. 
JVfonsicur  de  Bougainville  has  given  us  a  treatise 
upon  this  subject,  Paiis,  1754,  4to«  under  the  title 
Traiti  du  Calail  intigral  pour  servir  de  mite  i 
r Analyse  des  Injinimeut  petits.  You  sliould  have 
it ;  but  though  he  explains  the  methods  hitherto 
found  out  for  the  determination  of  Fluents  from 
given  Fluxions,  or  in  the  French  style,  pour  trouver 
ks  viUgrales  des  diff  erences  donneis;  yet  as  he  has 
not  shewn  the  use  and  application  of  this  doctrine^ 
as  de  I'Hopital  did,  with  respect  to  that  part  which 
he  treats  Of,  M.  de  Bougainville's  book  is,  for  that 
reason,  not  so  well  suited  to  beginners  as  could  be 
wished;  You  may  therefore  take  Carry's  book  in 
4to,  printed  at  Paris,  1/00,  and  entitled  Methode 
pour  la  Mesure  des  Surfaces,  &c.  par  rAppUcatiot^ 
du  Calcul  intigral.  Only  I  must  caution  you 
against  depending  upon  him  in  his  fourth  section,  , 
where  he  treats  of  the  centre  of  oscillation  and 
percussion ;  he  having  made  several  mistakes  there, 
as  M.  de  Mairan  has  shewn,  p.  196.  Mem.  de  VAcad. 
Roi/ale  dcs  Sciences,  hVit,  Paris,  1735.  After  Carr^, 
you  may  read  Bougainviilc« 

I  have  recommended  French  authors  to  you, 
because  you  are  a  thorough  muster  of  that  language, 
and  because,  by  their  studying  style  and  clearness 
of  expression,  they  seem  to  me  best  adapted  to 
beginners.   Our  authors  are  often  profound  and 

acute, 
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acute,  but  their  laconisms,  and  neglect  of  expres- 
sion, often  perplex  beginners.    I  except  Mr.  Mao 
laurin,  who  is  vefy  clear;  but  then  he  has  such  & 
vast  variety  of  matter,  that  a  great  part  of  his 
book  is,  on  tliat  account,  too  difficult  for  a  begin- 
ner.   I  might  recommend  other  authors  to  you,  as 
a  course  of  elements ;  for  instance,  you  might  read 
Mr.  Thomas  Simpson's  Geometry,  Algebra,  Trigo- 
nometry, and  Fluxions;  all  which  contain  a  great 
variety  of  good  things.    In  his  Geometry  he  de- 
parts from  Euclid  without  a  sufficient  reason. 
However,  you  may  read  him  after  Dr.  Robert  Simr 
son's  Euclid,  or  together  with  it,  and  take  notice 
of  what  is  new  in  Thomas  Simpson.   His  Algebra 
you  may  join  with  Clairaut;  and  the  rather  that 
Clairaut  has  been  spaiing  of  particular  problems, 
and  has,  besides,  omitted  several  useful  applica- 
tions of  Algebra.    Simpsons  Fluxions  may  go 
hand  in  hand  with  TUopital,  Maclaurin,  Carr^,  and 
Bougainville.   If  you  come  to  have  a  competent 
knowledge  of  these  authors,  you  will  be  far  ad- 
vanced, and  you  may  proceed  to  the  works  of 
Newton^  Cotes,  the  Bernoulli's,  Dr.  Moivre,  &c.  as 
your  inclination  and  time  will  permit.   Sir  Isaac' 
.  Newton's  treatise  of  the  Quadrature  of  Curves  has 
been  well  commented  by  Mr.  Stewart,  and  is  of 
itself  a  good  institution  of  FJuxions.   Sir  Isaac's 
Algebra  is  commented  in  several  places  by  Clairaut, 
and  in  more  in  Maclaurin's  Algebra;  and  New- 
ton's famous  Principiaare  explained  by  tiie  Minims 
Jacguirs  et  k  Seuvy  Geneva,  4  vols.  4to.   Cotes  is 
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explained  by  Ddn  Walmesley,  in  his  'Analyse  de^ 

Mesures^  Sec.  Paris,  4to.  You  sec  you  may  find 
work  enough.  But  my  paper  bids  me  subscribe 
toyself,  dear  Sir, 

•'•   Your  most  o])edient  servant, 

Geo.  Lewis  Scott. 

Leicester  Squate^  May  7, 

J*.  S.  But  I  recollect,  a  little  late,  that  the  books 
1  have  mentioned,  excepting  Newton's  Principia, 
and  the  occasional  problems  in  the  rest,  treat  only 
of  the  abstract  parts  of  the  ^lathematics  ;  and  you 
are,  no  doubt,  willing  to  look  into  the  concrete 
paits,  or  what  is  called  Mixed  Mathematics,  and 
the  Physico-mathematical  Sciences.  Of  these  the 
principal  are,  mechanics,  optics,  and  astronomy. 
As  to  the  principles  of  mechanics,  M.  d'Alembert 
has*  recommended  M.  Trabaud's  Principes  du 
Mouvenient  et  de  LEquilibrey  to  beginners;  and 
you  cannot  do  better  than  to  study  this  book.  In 
optics  we  have  Dr.  Smith's  complete  System,  fi 
vols.  4to.  I  wish  though,  we  had  a  good  institu- 
tion, short  and  clear ;  the  Doctor's  book  entering 
into  too  great  details  for  beginners.  However,  you 
may  consider  his  first  book,  or  popular  Treatise,  as 
an  Institution,  and  you  will  from  thence  acquire  a 
good  deal  of  knowledge.  In  astronomy  I  recom- 
mend M.  le  Monnier's  Institutions  Asfronomiques, 
in  4to.  Paris,  1746.  It  is  a  tmnslation  from  Keil's 
Astronomical  Lectures,  but  with  considerable  addi- 
tions. You  idioukl  aldo  have  Cassini's  Siemens  • 
t  Astronomies  2^  vols.  4to.    As  to  the  physical 

VOL.  II.  £  causes 
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causes  of  die  celestial  motionsy  after  having  read 
Maclaurin's  account  of  Sir  Isaac  Nevrton's  philo- 
sophical Discoveries,  and  Dr.  Pemberton's  View 
of  Sir  Isaac's  Philosophy,  you  may  read  the  great 
author  himself,  with  the  comment.  But  if  you 
read  Maclauriiis  Fluxions  throughout,  you  will 
find  many  points  of  Sir  Isaac's  philosophy  well 
explained  there.  The  theory  of  light  and  coloun^ 
should*  be  studied  in  Sir  Isaac  himself,  in  the  Eng- 
lish edition  of  his  Optics,  8vo.  there  is  a  branch  of 
the  optical  sciences  which  I  have  not  mentioned, 
that  is,  Perspective.  Dr.  Brook  Taylor's  is  the  ' 
best  system,  but  his  style  and  expression  are  embar- 
rassed and  obscure.  L'Abb^  de  la  Caille  has  also 
given  a  good  treatise  of  Perspective,  at  the  end  of 
his  Optique :  these  are  of  use  to  painters ;  but  the 
theory  of  mathematical  projection  in  general  is 
more  extensive,  and  has  been  well  treated  of  by.  old 
writers,  Clavius,  Aguillonius,  Tacquet,  and  De 
Chules:  and  lately  M.  de  la  Caille  has  given  a 
memoir  among  those  of  the  Acad,  Roy.  des  Science^ 
of  Paris,  anno  1741,  sur  le  cakul  des  projections  en  , 
giniraL  This  subject  is  necessary  for  the  under- 
standing of  the  theory  of  maps  and  planispheres. 
Mathematicians  have  also  applied  theur  art  to  the 
theory  of  sounds  and  music.  Dr.  Smith's  Harmo- 
nics is  the  principal  book  of  the  kind. 

Thus  have  I  given  you  some  account  of  the 
principal  elementary  authors  in  the  dilFer^t 
branches  of  mathematical  knowledge,  and  it  were 
much  to  be  wished  that  we  had  a  complete  institu- 
tion, or  course,  of  all  these  things  of  a  moderate 
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size,  which  might  serve  as  an  introduction  to  all 
the  good  original  authors.    Wolfius  attemf^ted 

this ;  his  intention  was  laudable,  but  liis  book  is  so 
full  of  errors  of  the  press,  besides  some  ot  liis  own, 
that  I  cannot  recommend  him  to  a  beginner.  He 
might  be  used  occasionally  for  the  signification  of 
terms,  and  for  many  historical  facts  relating  to 
mathematics  ;  and,  besides,  may  be  considered  as  a 
collector  of  problems,  which  is  useful. 

Besides  the  books  I  have  mentioned,  it  might  be 
of  use  to  you  to  have  M.  Montucla'$  HUt^nrc  des 
MathimatiqueSy  in  4to.  2  vols.  You  will  there 
find  a  history  of  the  progress  of  the  mathematical 
sciences,  and  some  account  of  the  principal  auUiors 
relating  to  this  subject 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  conversation,  the  superior 
elegance  of  the  ancient  method  of  demonstiation. 
If  you  incline  to  examine  this  poin^  after  being 
well  versed  in  Euclid,  you  may  proceed  to  Dr. 
Simsou  s  Conic  Sections  ;  and  to  fonn  an  idea  of 
tiie  ancient  analysis  or  method  of  investigating  the 
solution  of  geometrical  problems,  read  Euclid's 
Data,  which  Dr.  Simson  will  publish,  together 
with  his  new  edition  of  Euclid,  and  then  read  his 
Loci  PlatUj  in  4to.  The  elegance  of  the  method 
of  the  ancients  is  confessed ;  but  it  seems  to  require 
the  remembrance  of  a  great  multitude  of  proposi- 
tions, and  in  complicated  proUems  it  does  not  seenji 
probable  that  it  can  be  extended  so  fitr  as  the 
algebraic  method. 
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N*^  XV- 

Edward  Gibbon^  Esquire,  to  Mrs.  Gibbon^ 

Beiiton. 

Dear  Madam,  Paris,  February  the  12th,  1763. 

You  remember  our  agreement, — short  and  fre- 
quent letters.   The  first  part  of  the  treaty  you  haTe 

no  doubt  of  my  observing.  I  think  I  ought  not 
to  leave  you  .any  of  the  second.  A  propos  of 
treaty :  bur  delinitive  one  was  signed  here  yester- 
day, and  this  morning  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater 
and  Mr.  Neville  went  for  London  with  the  news 
of  it.  The  plenipotentiaries  sat  up  till  tra  o'clock 
in  the  morning  at  the  ambassador  of  Spain's  ball, 
ancf  then  went  to  sign  this  treaty,  wliich  regulates 
the  &te  of  Europe. 

Patris,  in  most  respects,  has-  fiiUy  answered  my 
expectations.  I  have  a  number  of  veiy  good 
acquaintance,  which,  mcrease  eveiy  day;  for  no- 
thiiig  is  so  easy  as  the  making  them  here.  Instead 
of  complaining  of  the  want  of  them,  I  begin  already 
to  think  of  making  a  choice.  Next  Sunday,  for 
instance,  I  have  only  three  invitations  to  dinner. 
Either  in  the  houses  you  are  already  acquainted, 
you  meet  with  people  who  ask  you  to  come  and 
see  them,  or  some  of  y^ur  friends  oifer  themselves 
to  introduce  you.  When  I  speak  of  these  connec- 
tions, I  mean  chiefly  for  dinner  and  the  evening. 
Suppers,  as  yet,  I  am  pretty  mucti  a  stranger  to, 
and  I  fancy  shall  continue  so ;  for  Paris  is  divided 
into  two  species^  who  have  but  little  communica- 
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tion  with  each  other.   The  one,  who  is  chiefly 

connected  with  the  iulu  of  letters,  dine  very  much 
at  home,  are  glad  to  see  tlieir  friends,  and  pass  the 
evenings  till  about  nin^  in  i^eeabte  and  rational 
V  conversation.  Hie  otiiers  are  the  most  {ashicmable, 
sup  in  numerous  parties,  aiul  always  play,  or  rather 
gsaofif  both  before  and  after  supper.  You  may 
easily  guess  which  sort  suits  me  best.  Indeed, 
Madam,  we  may  say  what  we  please  of  the  frivolity 
of  the  French,  but  I  do  assure  you,  that  in  a  fort* 
night  passed  at  Paris,  I  have  heard  more  conversa* 
tion  worth  remembering,  and  seen  more  men  of 
letters  among  the  people  of  fashion,  than  I  had 
done  in  two  or  three  winters  in  London. 

Amongst  my  acquaintance  I  cannot  help  men- 
tioning M.  Helvetius,  the  author  of  the  famous 
book  de  r Esprit  I  met  him  at  dinner  at  Madame 
Greoffrin's,  where  he  took  great  notice  of  me,  miade 
me  a  visit  next  day,  has  ever  since  treated  me,  not 
in  a  polite  but  a  friendly  manner.  Besides  being 
a  sensible  num,  an  agreeable  companion,  and  the 
worthiest  creature  in  the  world,  he  has  a  very  pretty 
wife,  an  hundred  thousand  livres  a  year,  and  one 
ci  the  best  .taldies  in  Paris.  The  only  thing  I  dis* 
like  in  him  is  his  great  attachment  to,  and  admira- 
tion for,  ♦*  •  whose  chaiacter  is  indeed  at  Paris 
beyond.aiOQr  thing  you  can  conceive.  To  the  great 
civility  of  this  foreigner,  who  was  not  obliged  to 
take  the  least  notice  of  me,  I  must  just  contrast 
the  behaviour  gf  f  *  *  *  *  * 
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* 

N**  XVI. 
Mr.  Gibbon  tq  his  Father.. 

DbarSib,  Paris,  February  24,  17^5. 

I  HAVE  now  passed  nearly  a  month  in  this  place, 
and  I  can  say  with  truth,  that  it  has  answered  my 
most  sanguine  expectations.  The  buildings  of 
every  kind,  the  Hbraries,  the  public  diversions, 
take  up  a  great  part  of  my  time ;  and  I  have  al* 
ready  found  several  houses^  where  it  is  both  very 
easy  and  very  agreeable  to  be  acquainted.  Lady 
Hervey  s  recommendation  to  Madame  GeofFrin 
was  a  most  excellent  one.  Her  house  is  a  very 
good  one ;  regular  dinners  there  every  Wednesday, 
and  the  best  company  of  Paris,  in  men  of  letters 
and  people  of  fashion.  It  was  at  her  house  I  con^ 
.  nected  myself  with  M.  Helvetius,  who,  from  his 
heart,  his  head^  and  his  fortune,  is  a  most  valuable 
man. 

At  his  house  I  was  hdtroduced  to  the  Baron 

d'Olbach,  who  is  a  man  of  parts  and  fiwrtunfe,  and 
has  two  dinners  everv  week.  The  other  houses  I  am 
known  in,  are  the  Puchess  d'Aiguillon  s,  Madame 
la  Comtesse  de  Froulay's,  Madame  du  Bocage, 
Madame  Boyer,  M.  le  Marquis  de  Mirabeau,  and 
M.  de  Forcemagne.  All  these  people  have  their 
different  merit ;  in  some  I  meet  with  good  dinners ; 
in  others,  societies  for  the  evening;  and  in  all, 
good  sense,  entertainment,  and  civiUty;  which, 
as  I  have  ^o  favours  to  ask,  or  business  to  transact 
with  them,  is  sufficient  for  me.  Their  men 
•  .  '  ter^ 
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ters  are  as  affable  and  communicative  as  I  ex- 
pected.  My  letters  to  thenr  did  me  no  harm,  but 

Were  very  little  necessary.  My  book  had  been  of 
great  service  to  me,  and  the  compliments  I  have 
receiYed  upon  it  would  make  me  insuiFerably  vain, 
if  I  laid  any  stress  on  them.  When  I  take  notice 
of  the  civilities  I  have  received,  I  must  take  no- 
tice too  of  what  I  have  seen  of  a  contrary  behavi- 
our. You  know  how  much  I  always  built  upon 
the  Count  de  Caylus  :  he  has  not  been  of  the  least 
use  to  me.  With  great  diliiculty  I  have  seen  him, 
and  that  is  all.  I  do  not,  however,  attribute  his 
behaviour  to  pride,  or  dislike  to  me,  but  solely  to 
the  man  s  general  character,  which  seems  to  be  a 
very  odd  one.  De  la  Motte,  Mrs.  Mallet  s  iiimd, 
has  behaved  very  drily  to  me,  though  I  have  dined 
with  him  twice.  But  I  can  forgive  him  a  great 
deal,  in  consideration  of  his  having  introduced  me 
to  M.  d'Augny  (Mrs.  Mallet's  son).  Her  men  are 
generg,Uy  angels  or  devils  ;  but  here  I  really-  think, . 
without  being  very  prone  to  admiration,  that  she 
has  said  very  little  top  iimuch  of  him.  As  &r  as  I 
can  judge,  he  has  certainly  an  uncommon  degree 
of  understanding  and  knowledge,  and,  I  believe, 
a  gre9t  ^xod  of  hmiour  and  probity.  We  are  very 
much  together,  and  I  think  our  intimaey  seems  to 
be  growing  into  a  friendship.  Next  Sunday  we 
go  to  Versailles ;  the  king's  guard  is  done  by  a  de^ 
tachment  from  Paris,  which  is  relieved  every  four 
days ;  and  as  he  goes  upon  this  command,  it  is  a 
yer^-f;Dod  occasion  ibr  me  to  see  the  palace.  I  sliall 

B  ^  not 
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not  neglect,  at  the  same  time,  the  opportumty  of 
informing  myself  of  the  French  discipline. 

The  great  news  at  present  is  the  arrival  of  aTwy 
extraordinary  person  from  the  Isle  of  France  in  the 
East  Indies.  An  obscure  Frenchman,  who  was 
lately  come  into  the  island,  being  very  ill,  and  ^ 
given  over,  saicl,  that  before  he  died  he  must  dis- 
diarge  his  conscience  of  a  great  burden  he  had 
upon  it,  and  declared  to  several  people,  he  was  the 
accomplice  of  Damien,  and  the  very  person  who 
held  die  horses.  Unluckily  for  him,  the  man  re- 
covered ufter  this  declaration,  was  immediately 
sent  prisoner  to  Paris,  and  is  just  landed  at  Port 
rOrient,  from  whence  he  is  daily  expected  here, 
to  unravel  the  whole  mystery  of  that  dark  afiairw 
This  story  (which  at  first  was  laughed  at)  has  now 
gained  entire  credit,  and  I  apprehend  must  be  - 
founded  on  real  tact. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  most  affectionately  yours, 

E.  G13BON. 

N»  XVII. 

■ 

Mr.  GiBBoiKr  to  Mr,  Holroyd  at  Lausanne. 

Doroneiii  Islaiids,  May  ifitii,  1764. 

DsAaHoLaoTPi 

.  Hurry  of  running  about,  time  taken  up  with 
seeing  places,  &c.  8lc,  &c.  aie  excellent  excuses; 
but  I  faiM^  you  will  guess  that  my  laziness  and 
aversion  to  writing  to  my  best  friend  are  the  real 
motives,  and  I  am  afraid  you  will  have  guessed 
night 

We 
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We  are  at  this  minute  in  a  most  maguiificeiit  par  .  . 
laoe,  in  the  middle  of  a  vast  lake ;  ranging  about 
suites  of  rooms  without  a  soul  to  intenupt  us,  and 
secluded  from  the  rest  of  the  universe.  We  shall 
sit  down  in  a  moment  to  supper,  attended  by  all 
tfie  Count's  household.  This  is  the  fine  side  of  the 
medal :  turn  to  the  reverse.  We  are  ^ot  here  wet 
to  the  skin ;  we  have  crawled  about  fine  gardens 
which  min  and  fogs  prevented  our  seeing ;  and  if 
to-morrow  does  not  hold  up  a  little  better,  we  shall 
be  in  some  doubt  whether  we  can  say  we  have 
seen  these  famous  islands.  Guise  says  yes,  and  I 
say  no.  The  Count  is  not  here ;  we  have  our  sup- 
per from  a  paltry  hedge  alehouse,  (excuse  the  bull,) 
and  the  servants  have  offered  us  beds  in  the  palace^ 
pursuant  to  their  master's  directions. 

I  hardly  think  you  will  like  Turin ;  the  court  is 
old  and  dull ;  and  in  that  country  every  one  folr 
lows  the  example  of  the  court.  The  principal 
amusement  seems  to  be,  driving  about  in  your 
coach  in  the  evening,  and  bowing  to  the  people 
you  meet  If  you  go  while  the  Royal  Family  is 
there,  you  have  the  additional  pleasure  of  stopping 
to  salute  them  every  time  they  pass.  I  had  that 
advantage  fifteen  times  one  afternoon.  We  were 
presented  to  a  lady  who  keq>8  a  public  assembly, 
and  a  very  mournful  one  it  is;  the  few  women 
that  go  to  it  are  each  taken  up  by  their  cicisbeo ; 
and  a  poor  Englishman,  who  can  neither  talk  Pied- 
montois  nor  play  at  Faro,  stands  by  himself  with- 
out one  of  their  liaughty  nobihty  doing  ,  him  the 
honour  of  speaking  to  him.   You  must  not  attri> 

bute 
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bute  this  account  to  our  not  having  staid  long 
enough  to  form  connections.  It  is  a  general  com* 
plaint  of  our  countrymen,  except  of  Lord  •  *  •  ♦ 
who  has  been  engaged  for  about  two  years  in  the 
service  of  a  ladyi  whose  long  nose  is  her  most,dis« 
tinguishing  fine  feature.  The  most  sociable  wo- 
men I  have  met  with  are  the  kind's  daughters.  I 
diatted  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  with  them, 
talked  about  Lausanne,  and  grew  so  very  free  and 
easy,  that  I  drew  my  snuff-box,  rapped  it,  took 
snuff  twice,  (a  crime  never  known  before  in  the 
presence  chamber,)  and  continued  my  discourse  in 
my  usual  attitude  of  my  body  bent  forwards,  and 
my  fore  finger  stretched  out.*  As  it  might  how- 
ever have  been  difficult  to  keep  up  this  acquaint* 
ance,  I  chiefly  employed  my  time  in  seeing  placesi 
which  fully  repaid  me  in  pleasure  the  trouble  of 
my  journey.  What  entertained  me  the  most,  was 
the  museum  and  the  citadel.  The  first  is.  under 
the  care  of  a  M.  Bartoli,  who  received  us,  without 
any  introduction,  in  the  politest  manner  in  the 
world,  and  was  of  the  greatest  service  to  us»  as  I 
dare  say  he  will  be  to  you.  The  citadel  is  a  stu- 
pendous work ;  ^nd  when  you  have  seen  the  suh- 

♦TMs  attitude  continued  to  be  cbaracteristic  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  and 

an  engraved  representation  of  it  was  annexed  to  the  first  Edition 
of  these  Memoirs  ;  but  having  been  considered  by  several  persons 
as  a  very  unfavourable  likeness,  (which  it  undoubtedly  is,)  and 
rather  as  a  caricature  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  it  is  now  omitted  :  it  is,  how- 
ever, certain,  that  Mr.  Gibbon  did  not  consider  it  in  that  light;  he 
gave  it  to  me  himself.  In  its  place  is  substituted  an  Engraving  pf 
Idle  b^Bt  likeneaa  that  exiaks  of  Mr.  Gibbon.  .3, 
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terraneous  part  of  it,  you  will  scaix;ely  think  it 
possible  such  a  place  cau  ever  he  taken.  As  it  is 
however  a  regular  one,  it  does  not  pique  my  curio-  • 
fiity  so  much  as  those  irregular  fortifications  hewn 
out  of  the  Alps,  as  Exiles,  Fenestrclles,  and  the 
Brunette  would  have  done,  could  we  liave  spared 
the  time  necessary.  Our  next  stage  from  Turin 
was  Milan,  where  we  were  mere  spectators,  asi 
.  it  was  not  worth  while  to  endeavour  at  forming 
connections  for  so  very  few  days.  I  think  you 
will  be  sifrprised  at  the  great  church,  but  infinitely 
more  so  at  the  regiment  of  liadeu,  which  is  in  the 
citadel.  Such  steadiness,  such  alertness  in  the 
men,  and  -such  exactness  in  the  officers,  as  ex- 
ceeded all  my  expectations.  Next  Friday  I  shall 
see  the  regiment  reviewed  by  General  Serbelloni. 
Perhaps  I  may  write  a  particular  letter  about  it* 
From  Milan  we  proceed  to  Genoa,  and  thence  to 
Florence.  You  stare — But  really  we  find  it  so  inj^ 
convenient  to  travel  like  mutes,  and  to  lose  a  num- 
ber of  curious  things  for  want  of  being  able  to 
assist  our  eyes  with  our  tongues,  that  we  have 
resumed  our  original  plan,  and  leave  Venice  for 
-next  year.  I  think  I  should  advise  you  to  do  the 
^ame,  ' 

Milan,  May  ISOi,  \je^ 

The  next  morning  was  not  fair,  hut  however  we 
were  able  to  take  a  view  of  the  islands,  which,  by 
the  help  of  some  imagination,  we  conclude  to  be  a 
very  delightful,  though  not  an  enchanted  place. 
}  would  certainly  advise  you  to  go  there  from  Mi- 
lan, 
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lan^  which  you  may  very  well  perfonn  in  a  day 
and  a  half.  Upon  our  return,  we  found  Lord 
Tilney  and  some  other  English  in  their  way  to 
Venice.  We  heaid  a  melancholy  piece  of  news 
from  them :  Byng  died  at  Bologna  a  few  days  ago 
of  a  fever.  I  am  sure  you  will  be  ail  very  sorry  to 
Jiear  it.  ' 

We  expect  a  v<dume  of  news  fix>m  you  in  relar 
tion  to  Lausanne,  and  in  particular  to  the  alliance 
of  the  Duchess  with  the  Frog.  Is  it  already  con- 
eluded  ^  How  does  the  bride  look  aftenher  great 
revolution?  Pray  embrace  her  and  the  adorable,  if 
you  can,  in  both  our  names ;  and  assure  them,  as 
well  as  all  the  Spring*  that  we  talk  of  them  very 
often,  but  particularly  of  a  Sunday ;  and  that  we 
are  sq  disconsolate,  that  we  have  neither  of  us 
commenced  cicisbeos  as  yet,  whatever  we  may  do 
at  Florence.  We  have  dmnk  the  Duchess's  health, 
not  forgetting  the  httle  woman,  on  the  top  of 
Mount  Cenis,  in  the  middle  of  the  Lago  M aggiore, 
ftc.  ftc.  I  expect  some  account  of  the  said  little 
woman.  Who  is  my  successor?  I  think  Montagny 
ha^  begun  to  supplant  me  before  I  went  I  expect 
jour  answer  at  Florence,  and  your  person  at  Rome ; 
which  the  Lord  grant.  Amen. 

■ 

*  The  society  of  young  ladies  mendoned  in  the  Memoirs. 
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Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr.  Holrotd  at  Berlin. 

DjLAk  UoiBOTO^  Benton,  Oct.  31*  17^5. 

Why  did  I  not  leave  a  letter  for  you  at  Mar- 
seilles  ?  For  a  very  plain  reason :  because  I  did  not 
go  to  Marseilles.  But,  as  you  have  most  judi- 
ciously added,  why  did  not  I  send  one  ?  Humph. 
I  own  that  nonplusses  me  a  little.  However, 
hearken  to  iny  history.  After  revolving  a  va*. 
riety  of  plans,  and  suiting  them  as-  well  as  possible 
to  time  and  finances,  Guise  and  I  at  last  agreed  to 
pass  from  Venice  to  Lyons,  swim  down  the  Rhone, 
wheel  round  the  south  of  Ftance,  and  embark  at 
Bourdeaux.  Alas !  At  Lyons  I  received  letters 
which  convinced  me  that  I  ought  no  longer  to  de» 
prive  my  country  of  one  of  her  greatest  ornaments^ 
Unwillingly  I  obeyed,  left  Guise  to  execute  alone 
the  remainder  of  (^ui'  plan^  passed  about  ten  deli- 
cious days  at  Paris,  and  arrived  in  England  about 
the  end  Of  June.  Guise  followed  me  about  two 
months  afterwards,  as  I  was  informed  by  an  epistle 
from  him,  which,  to  his  great  astonishment,  I  im- 
mediately  answered.  You  perceive  there  is  still 
some  virtue  amongst  men.  Exempli  gratid,  your 
letter  is  dated  Vienna,  October  lathj  1765;  it 
made  its  appearance  at  Beriton,  Wednesday  even-^  .* 
ing,  October  29th.  I  am  at  this  present  writ- 
ing, sitting  in  my  libi*ary,  on  Thursday  morning, 
between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one.  I  have 
ventured  to  suppose  you  still  at  Berlin ;  if  not,  I 

presume 
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presume  you  take  care  that  your  letters  should 
follow  you.   This  ideal  inarch  to  Berlin  is  the 

only  one  I  can  make  at  present.  I  am  under  com- 
mand :  and  were  I  to  talk  of  a  third  sally  as  yet,  I 
know  some  cert^n  people  who  would  think  it  just 
as  ridiculous  as  the  third  sally  of  the  renowned 
Don  Quixote.  All  I  ever  hoped  for  was,  to  be 
able  to  take  the  field  once  more,  after  lying  quiet 
a  couple  of  years.  I  must  own  that  your  executing 
yx)ur  tour  in  so  complete  a  manner  gives  me  a  little 
selfish  spleen.  If  I  make  a  summer^s  escape  to 
Berlin,  I  cannot  hope  for  the  companion  I  flat- 
tered myself  with.  I  am  sorry  however  I  have 
said  so  much ;  but  as  it  is  difficult  to  increase  your 
Honour  s  proper  notions  of  your  own  perfectionsi 
I  will  e'eu  let  it  stand.  Indeed  1  owed  you  some- 
thing for  your  account  of  the  favourable  reception 
my  book  has  met  with.  I  see  there  are  people  of 
taste  at  Vienna,  and  no  longer  wonder  at  your 
liking  it  Since  the  court  is  so  agreeable,  a  tho- 
rough reformation  must  have  taken  place.  The 
Stifiness  of  the  Austrian  etiquette,  and  the  liaughty 
magnificence  of  the  Hungarian  princes,  must  have 
given  way  to  more  civilized  notions.  You  have 
(no  doubt)  informed  yourself  of  the  forces  and  re- 
venues of  the  empress.  I  think  (however  un- 
iashidnably)  we  always  esteemed  her.  Have  you 
lost  or  improved  that  opinion?  Princes,  like  pic- 
tures, to  be  admired,  must  be  seen  in  their  proper 
point  of  view,  which  is  often  a  pretty  distant 
one.  I  am  afraid  you  will  iiad  it  peculiaaly  so  at 
Berlin. , 
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I  need  not  desire  you  to  pay  a  most  minute  at- 
tention to  the  Austrian  and  Prussian  discipline. 
You  liave  been  bit  by  a  mad  seijeant  as  well  as 
myself;  and  when  we  meet,  we  shall  run  over 
every  particular  which  we  can  approve,  blame,  or 
imitate.  Since  my  arrival,  I  have  assumed  tlie 
ttgust  character  of  Major,  received  returns^  issued 
oiders,  tec.  tec.  tec.  I  do  not  intend  you  sihall  have 
the  honour  of  reviewing  my  troops  next  summer. 
Thiee  fourths  of  the  men  will  be  recruits ;  and 
during  my  pilgrimage,  discipline  seems  to  have 
been  relaxed.  But  I  summon  you  to  fulfil  another 
engagement.  Make  me  a  visit  next  summer.  You 
will  find  here  a  bad  house,  a  pleasant  country  in 
summer,  some  books,  and  very  little  strange  com-' 
pany.  Such  a  plan  of  life  for  two  or  three  months 
must,  I  should  inu^ine,  suit  a  man  who  has  been 
for  as  many  years  struck  from  one  end  of  Europe  to 
the  other  like  a  tennis-ball.  *  At  least  I  judge  of 
you  by  myself.  I  always  loved  a  quiet,  studious, 
indolent  life ;  but  never  enjoyed  the  charms  of  it 
so  truly,  as  since  my  return  from  an  agreeable  but 
fiitiguing  course  of  motion  and  hurry.  However 
I  shall  hear  of  your  arrival,  which  can  scarcely  be  ' 
so  soon  as  .January  1766,  and  shall  probably  have 
the  misfortune  of  meeting  you  in  town  soon  after.^. 
We  may  then  settle  any  plan6  fiur  the  ensuing 
campaign. 

£n  attendant,  (admire  me,  this  is  the  only  scrap 
of  foreign  lingo  I  have  imported  into  this  epistle— 
if  you  had  seen  tliat  of  Guise  to  me  I)  let  me  tell 
you  a  piece  of  Lausanne  news.   Nanette  Grand  is 

n^rrie4 
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married  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  PreTost.  Grand 
•wrote  to  me;  and  by  the  next  post  I  congratulated 

both  father  and  daughter.  There  is  exactness  for 
you.  The  Curchod  (Madame  Necker)  I  saw  at 
Paris.  She  was  very  fond  of  me,  and  tlie  husband 
particularly  civil.  Could  they  insult  me  more 
cruelly?  Ask  me  every  evening  to  supper;  go  to 
bed,  and  leave  me  alone  with  his  wife — ^whatw 
impertinent  security  !  it  is  making  an  old  lover  of 
mighly  little  consequence.  She  is  as  handsome  as 
ever,  and  much  genteeler;  seems  pleased  with  her 
■fortune  rather  than  proud  of  it.  I  was  (perhaps 
indiscreetly  enough)  exalting  Nanette  dlUens's 
good  luok  and  the  fortune.  What  fortune  ?  (said 
she,  with  an  air  of  contempt) — not  above  t^venty 
thousand  livres  a-year.  I  smiled,  and  she  caught 
hmelf  immediately.— What  airs  I  give  mysetf 
in  despising  twenty  thousand  livres  a-year,  who  a 
year  ogo  looked  upon  eight  hundred  as  the  summit 
of  my  wishes." 

I  must  end  this  tedious  scrawl.  Let  me  hear 
from  vou :  I  think  I  deserve  it.  Believe  me,  dear 
Holioyd>  I-share  in  all  your  pleasures,  and  feel  all 
your  misfortunes.    Poor  Bolton  !*  I  saw  it  in  the 

newspaper. 

,  *  TheophitusBoltoii,  Esq.  a  very  amiable  man,  of  oonsideimUe 
talents,  descended  from  Sir  Richard  Botton,  Lord  GhanceUor  of 
Ireland  m  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  and  great  nephew  to  Theophi- 

his  Bolton,  Archbishop  of  Cashel.    He  made  the  tour  with  Major 
Ridley  and  Mr.  Holroyd  from  Liuisaiiiie  as  far  as  Naples.    On  the 
•  jroad  from  Rome  to  Cajeta,  he  broke  a  blood  vessel.    After  pass- 
ing some  time  at  Naples,  the  physicians  recommended  to  him  a  sea 

wyage. 
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newspaper.  Is  Ridley*  with  you?  I  suspect  not: 
but  if  he  is,  assure  him  I  do  not  forget  hun  though 
he  doej  me. •  Adieu;  and  believe  me,  most  affeo- 
tionately  yours, 

£.  Gibbon.  Junior. 
Edutard  GiBBoiTy  Esq.  to  3.  Holrotd,  Esq. 

Dear  Holroyd/  Beriton,  April  29,  1767, 

I  HAPPENED  to-night  to  stumble  upon  a  very 

odd  piece  of  intelligence  in  the  St.  James's  Cliro- 
nicle ;  it  related  to  the  marriage  of  a  certain  Mon- 
sieur OIfoy,tfonnerly  Captain  of  Hussars.  I  do  not 
know  how  it  came  into  my  head  that  this  Captain 
of  Hussars  was  not  unknown  to  me,  and  that  he 
might  possibly  be  an  acquaintance  of  yours.  If  I 
am  not  mistaken  in  my  conjecture,  pray  give  my 
compliments  to  him,  and  tell  him  fiom  me,  that  I 
am  at  least  as  well  pleased  that  he  is  married  as  if 
I  were  so  myself.  Assure  him,  however,  that 
tliough  as  a  philosopher  I  may  prefer  celibacy,  yet 
as  a  politician^!  think  it  highly  proper  that  the 
species  shouU  be  propagated  by  the  usual  method; 
assure  him  even  that  I  am  convinced,  that  if  celi^ 

voyage.  Commodore  Harrison  most  kindly  took  him  and  Mr. 
Holroyd  on  board  the  Centurion  man  of  war ;  and  two  days  after 
tbeir  arrival  ia  the  harbour  of  Genoa*  Mr.  Bolton  dhsd  of  a  con** 
snmptioD. 

*  Son  oi  Sir  Mathew  Ridley  of  Northumberland*  BiM^^net^ 
Major  in  the  Welsh  iPttsileers.  He  had  served  during  the  seven 
ycars'wia'  under  Prince  Ferdinand  in  Germany. 

*  t  The  name  was  so  tf^t  in  the  newspapers* 

♦  VOL.  II.  K  '  bacy 
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bacy  is  exposed  to  fewer  miseries^  marriage  ctm 

alone  promise  real  happiness,  since  domestic  en- 
joyments are  the  source  of  every  good.  May  such 
happiness,  which  is  bestowed  on  few,  be  given  to 
him;  the  transient  blessings  of  beauty,  and  the 
more  durable  ones  of  fortune,  good  sense,  and  an 
amiable  disposition.  , 

I  can  easily  conceive,  and  as  easily  excuse  you, 
if  you  have  thought  mighty  little  this  winter  of 
your  poor  rusticated  friend.  I  have  been  confined 
ever  since  Christmas,  and  confined  by  a  succession 
of  very  melancholy  occupations.  I  had  scarcely 
arrived  at  Beriton,  where  I  proposed  staying  only 
about  a  fortnight,  when  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Gibbon's  - 
died  unexpectedly,  though  after  a  very  long  and 
painful  illness.  We  were  scarcely  recovered  from 
the  confusion  which  such  an  event  must  produce 
in  a  family,  when  my  father  was  taken  dangerously 
ill,  and  with  some  intervals  lias  continued  so  ever 
since.  I  can  assure  you,  my  dear  Holro}nd,  that 
the  same  event  appears  in  a  very  different  ight 
when  the  danger  is  serious  and  immediate ;  or  when, 
in  the  gaiety  of  a  tavern  dinner,  we  affect  an  in- 
"Sensibiiity  that  would  do  us  no  great  honour  w^re 
it  real.  My  father  is  now  much  better ;  but  I  have 
since  been  assailed  by  a  severe  stroke — ^the  loss  of 
a  friend.  You  remember,  perhaps,  an  officer  of  our 
militia,  whom  I  sometimes  used  to  compare  to 
yourself.  Indeed,  the  comparison  would  have  done 
honour  to  any  one.  His  feelings  were  tender  and 
noble,  and  he  was  always  guided  by  them :  his 
Ifrmciples  were  just  and  generous,  ajad  he  acted  up 
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Cq  them.  I  shall  say  no  more,  and  you  will  excuse 
my  having  said  so  muchi  of  a  man  with  whom  you 
were  unaccjuainted;  but  my  mind  is  just  now  so  • 
very  full  of  him,  that  I  cannot  e^ily  talk,  or  evea 
thinJc,  of  any  thing  else.  If  I  know  yon  right>  you' 
will  not  be  olFended  at  my  weakness. 

What  rather  adds  to  my  uneasiness,  is  the  neces^ 
•sity  I  am  under  of  joinmg  our  militia  the  day  after 
to-morrow.  Though  the  lively  hurry  of  such  a 
scene  might  contribute  to  divert  my  ideas,  yet 
every  circumstance  of  it,  and  the  place  itself, 
(which  was  that  of  his  residence,)  will  give  me 
many  a  painful  moment.  I  know  nothing  would 
better  raise  my  qpirits  tiian  a  visit  from  you ;  the 
nequest  may  appear  unseasonable,  but  \  think  I 
have  heard  you  speak  of  an  uncle  you  had  near 
SoutfaajnptQoiL  At  all  events,  I  hope  you  will 
smtcb  a  moment  to  write  to  ihe,  and  give  me  Some^ 
account  of  your  present  situation  and  future  de- 
igns. As  you  are  now  fettered,  I  should  expect 
that  you  will  not  be  such  a  hie  et  uUque,*  as  you 
have  been  since  your  arrival  in  England.  I  stay 
^t  Southan^ton  from  the  first  to  the  twenty-eighth 
of  May,  and  then  propose  making  a  short  visit  to 
town :  if  you  are  any  where  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  it,  you  may  depend  upon  seeing  me.  I  shaU 
liien  conc^  measures  for  seeing  a  little  more  of 
you  next  winter,  than  I  have  lately  done,  as  I 
hope  to  take  a  pretty  long  spell  in  town.   I  sup- 

*  The  motto  of  the  regiment  called  Royal  ^omikKh  ia  whidv 

J^h,  jIgLro;yil  bad  been  C^^ptain. 

r  i  pose 
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pose  Guise  has  often  fallen  in  your  way :  he  has^ 
never  once  written  to  me^  nor  I  to  him :  in  the 
country  we  want  materials,  and  in  London  we  want 
time.  I  ought  to  recollecty  that  you  even  want 
time  to  read  my  unmeaning  scrawl.  Belie ve,  how-  • 
ever,  my  dear  Holroyd,  that  it  is  the  sincere  ex- 
pression of  a  heart  entirely  yours. 

N*XX. 

Edward  Gibbon,  .Esquire,  to  G£0RG£  Lswis 

Scott,  Et^irc. 
BBAaSia,  ' 

As  I  know,  the  value  of  your  time,  and  as  I  have 
already  borrowed  some  of  it,  I  will  not  incmase 
the  debt  by  an  idle  preamble. 

When  I  was  in  Switzerland,  I  contracted  an  in- 
timate, friendship  willi  Mr.  Deyverdnn,  a  youi^ 
gentleman  of  one  of  the  best  families  of  that 
country.  Misfortunes  have  since  that  time  ruined 
his  fortune,  and  he  is  at  present  in  a  situation  veiy 
inadequate  to  his  birth  and  merit,  a  clerk  in  one 
of  our  Secretaries  of  State  s  offices.  As  the  dull 
mechanic  labour  of  his  post  still  leaves  him  many 
leisure  hours,  he  has  formed  a  design  of  filling  them 
by  a  work  of  which  he  is  very  capable,  and  which 
will  perhaps  do  him  some  honour.  Observing  that 
since  the  time  Dr.  Maty  discontinued  his  Journal 
Britannique,  foreigners  have  often  complained  they 
had  no  tolerable  account  of  English  literature^  he 
pui-poses  supplying  that  deficiency.  His  under- 
standing (I  think  I  do  not  indulge  a  friend's  par- 
tiality) 

• 


Digitized  by 


fiDHTARD  GIBBON,  £SU»  68 

liolity)  is  an  exceeding' good  one,  his  taste  is  deli- 
cate, his  knowledge  extensive ;  he  is  critically  ac- 
quainted with  our  language,  and  writes  very  well 
his  own.  I  have  promised  him  all  the  little  assist- 
ance in  my  power,  and  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  union  of  two  friends  of  diiFerent  nations,  whose 
genius,  language,  and  even  prejudices  are  so  veiy 
opposite,  may  give  a  peculiar  advantage  to  Our  ' 
works.  Besides  the  extracts  which  foim  the  basis 
of  every  journal,  Mr.  Deyverdun  proposes  to  in- 
troduce two  other  branches,  which,  ^ough  equally 
interesting,  have  been  much  more  neglected,  the 
History  of  the  Theatre  and  of  the  Polite  Arts; 
and  S,  The  Manners  of  Nations,  at  least  as  much 
of  them  as  a  foreigner  can  describe  or  strangers  un- 
derstand ;  characterizing  anecdotes,  occasional  me- 
mom  of  singular  men  or  things,  &c.  iSriHl  serve  to 
illustrate  this  part.  The  plan  of  the  first  volume 
is  already  formed,  and  the  execution  is  in  great 
fonirardness.  This  volume  will  comprize  a  General 
Review  of  the  present  year ;  (success,  time,  and 
the  advice  of  our  booksellers  must  determine  the 
periods  of  our  future  publications.)  It  will  con* 
tain  thefbllowing  articles : — L-Histoire  de  Henri  II. 
par  my  Lord  Lyttleton.  2.  Le  Nouvcau  Guide  de 
Qath.  3.  Uistoire  de  la  Soci^t^  Civile,  par  Fer- 
guson. 4.  Conclusion  des  M^moires  de  Miss  Sid- 
ney Biddulph.  5.  T^moignages  Juifs  et  Payens  en 
faveur  du  Christianisme,  tome  4%  par  le  Docteur 
Lardner.  6.  Lettres  de  my  Lady  Wortley  Montar 
gue.  Tome  7*  De  La  Physique.  8.  La  Th6ologie. 
Q.  Le  Thrift  et  $eaux  Arts.    10.  Les  Mceurs, 

rS  ILNou- 
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11.  Nouvellea  Litt^raires.  You  see,  Sir,  what  a: 
medley  we  have  thrown  together,  but  various  sto- 

inaclis,  we  think,  require  various  food.  Some  can 
support  notluug  but  novels,  others  can  digest  even 
divmity,  and  here  we  have  provided  accordingly  a 
therogia  who  will  serve  them  in  their  own  way. 
^  We.  were  however  botli  very  conscious  that 
though  we  were  masters  of  no  part  of  learning, 
yet  there  was  one  of  the  principal  walks  which  we 
were  peculiaiiy  strangers  to,  that  of  the  physical 
and  mathematical  sciences.  This  great  obstacle 
was  very  near  destroying  our  riring  scheme,  till  at 
last  despair  gave  me  a  kind  of  courage,  I  believe 
I  might'  as  well  call  it  tem^ty ;  at  last»  dear' 
Sir,  I  determined  to  apply  to  you.  It  would  be 
impertinent  in  me  to  say  that  you  are  able  to  oblige 
us;  I  shall  only  say,  that  from  my  knowledge  of  , 
your  private  character,  I  had  some  reason  to  hope 
that  your  inclination  would  be  equal  to  your  abi- 
lity. What  we  desire  are  three  or  four  abstracts 
eray  year  of  the  best  philosophical  works  that  ap- 
pear during  that  intenal.  To  you,  dear  Sir,  the 
task  could  not  be  a  difficult  one.  for  your  own 
amusement  you  will  probably  peruse  those  works, 
and  ideas  so  familiar  to  you  will  be  very  easily 
thrown  upon  paper.  You  will  determine  much 
better  than  we  can  pretend  to  do  what  book  would 
be  the  properest,  if  you  should  condescend  to 
grace  our  first  volume  with  so  great  an  ornament; 
but  I  could  wish  you  would  introduce  a  short 
Tableau  of  the  present  State  of  the  Physical  and 
Miij^hematical  Sciences  in  this  country,  as  it  is  the 

method 
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itoetliod  \ve  hate  agreed  to  follow  in  most  of  our 
i}rst  extracts,  Though  I  know,  dear  Sh:,  that  you 
perfectly  understand  the  French  famgdage^  yet 
you  may  not  be  accustomed  to  write  in  it,  every 
piece -you  honour  ns  with  shall  be  carefully  trans* 
lated,  and  i£  you  desire  it,  submitted  to  your  cor- 
rection. '  '  • 

Such,  dear  Sir,  is  our  plan.  I  flatter  myself  it 
will  in  some  degree  interest  yon,  and  that  you  wilt' 
assist  us  with  your  advice  as  well  as  your  pen. 
At  least  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  if  you  are 
ashamed  of  the  authors,  you  never  will  be  ashamed 
of  the  men.  My  fncnd's  undertaking  is  founded 
upon  the  most  liberal  principles.  He  is  well  ap- 
prized of  the  small  profit  to  be  made  from  his 
labour,  and  resolved  . to  avoid  equally  flattery  and 
abuse. 

If  your  present  occupations  should  not  allow  you 
to  assist  us,  I  beg,  dear  Sir,  that  yon  would  keep 

our  secret,  and  that  you  would  believe  me, 

With  great  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Edward  Gibbon,  Junior. 

BeritoD,  Ocu  iptb,  1767. 

N^XXI. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  John  Baker  Holrot^^, 

Esq,  Sheffield-Place. 

Dear  Holroyd,  LoFidon,  J 772. 

The  sudden  change  from  the  sobriety  of  Shef- 
field-place to  the  irregularities  of  this  town,  and  to 

F  4  the 
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the  wicked  company  of  Wilbraham,*  Clarkc,t  and 
Damer,:{:  &c.  having  deranged  me  a  good  deal,  I 
9in  forced  to  employ  one  of  my  secretaries  to 
acquaint  you  with  a  piece  of  news  I  know  nothing 
about  myself.    It  is  certain  some  extraordinaiy 
intelligence  ia  arrived  this  morning  from  Denmark, 
and  as  certain  that  the  levee  was  suddenly  pre* 
vented  by  it    The  particulars  of  that  intelligence 
are  variously  and  obscurely  told«   It  is  said,  that 
the  king  had  raised  a  little  physician  to  the  rank 
of  minister  and  Ganymede;  such  a  mad  adminis- 
tration had  so  disgusted  all  the  nobility,  that  the 
fleet  and  army  had  revolted,  and  shut  up  the  king 
in  his  palace.    La  Reine  se  trouve  mtUe  1(1  dedans  / 
and  it  is  reported  that  she  is  confined,  but  whether 
in  consequence  of  the  insurrection,  or  some  other 
cause,  is  not  agreed.    Such  is  the  rough  draft  of 
an  affair  that  nobody  yet  understands.  Embras^ 
seZi  de  ma  jutrtf  Mudmt^  et  Ic  resit  it  la  chire 
Jamille. 

Gibbon, 

Ei  plus  bos — ^WlLBRAH AM,  ScC. 

*  George  Wilbraham,  Esq.  of  Delamere  Lodge,  Cheshire..  • 

t  Godfrey  Clarke,  Esq.  Member  for  Derbyshire,  who  made 
the  tour  of  Italy  at  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Gibbon. 

t  The  Hon.  John  Darner,  eldest  son  of  Lord  Milton,  aftei^r 

wards  created  £arl  of  JDorchester, 
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XXII. 

£dwabd  Gibbon,  Esf.  to  J.  B.  Holrotd,  Esq^ 

Boodle's,  10  o'clock,  Monday  night,  Feb.  3d,  1772. 

I  LOVE,  honour,  and  respect,  every  member  of 
Sheffield-Place ;  eveu  my  great  enemy  *Datch,  to 
whom  you  wUi  please  to  convey  my  sincere  wishes, 
that  no  simpleton  may  wait  on  him  at  dinner,  that 
his  wise  papa  may  not  shew  him  any  pictures,  and 
that  his  much  wiser  mamma  may  chain  him  hand 
and  foot,  in  direct  contradiction  to  Magna  Charta 
and  the  bill  of  rights. 

It  is  difficult  to  write  news,  because  there  is  none. 
Parliament  is  perfectly  quiet;  and  I  think  that 
ikrr^,t  who  is  just  now  plying  at  wliist  in  the 
room,  will  not  have  exercise  of  the  lungs,  except, 
perhaps,  on  a  message  much  talked  of,  and  soon 
expected,  to  recommend  it  to  tlie  wisdom  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  provide  a  proper  future 
remedy  'against  the  improper  marriages  of  the 
younger  branches  of  the  Royal  Family.  The  noise 
of  Lutterel  is  subsided,  but  there  was  some  £>un- 
dation  for  it.  The  Colonel's  expenses  in  his  bold 
enterprise  were  yet  unpaid  by  government.  The 
hero  threatened,  assumed  the  patriot,  received  a 
sop,  and  again  sunk  into  the  courtier.  As  to  Den* 
mark,  it  seems  now  that  the  king,  who  was  totally 
imfit  for  government^  has  only  passed  from  the 

*  The  name  by  wbieli  hitm  William,  the  ion  of  Mr.  Holroyd, 
called  himself, 
t  Colonel  Barre. 

.  hands 
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hands  of  his  queen  wife,  to  those  of  his  queeii 
mother-in-law.  The  former  is  said  to  have  indulged 
«  yery  vague  taste  in  her  amouiB.  She  would  not 
he  admitted  into  the  Pantheon,  whence  the  gen^ 
ikmen  proprietors  exclude  all  heauty,  unless  un- 
spotted and  immaculate  (tautology  by  the  bye)* 
The  gentlemen  proprietors,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
friends  and  patrons  of  the  leopard  beauties.  Adver- 
tising challenges  have  passed  between  the  two 
great  factions,  and  a  bloody  battle  is  expected  Wed- 
nesday night.  A  proposy  the  Pantheon,  in  point 
of  ennui  and  magnificence,  is  the  wonder  of  the 
•eighteenth  century  and  of  the  British  e)npire% 
'Adieu. 

N*  XXIII. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Boodle's,  Saturday  night,  Feb.  8lh,  177^, 

Though  it  is  very  late,  and  the  bell  tells  me 
that  I  have  not  above  ten  minutes  left,  I  employ 
them  with  pleasure  in  congratulating  you  on  the 
late  .victory  of  our  dear  mamma  the  Chmch  of 
England.  She  had  last  Thursday  seventy-one  re- 
bellious sons,  who  pretended  to  set  aside  her  will 
on  account  of  insanity :  but  two  hundred  and  seven- 
teen worthy  champions,  headed  by  Lord  North, 
Burke,  Hans  Stanley,  Charles  Fox,  Godfrey  Claike, 
&c.  though  they  allowed  the  thirty-nine  clauses  of 
'her  testament  were  absurd  asid  unreasonable,  sup- 
ported the  validity  of  it  with  infniite  humour.  By 
the  bye,  Charles  Fox  prepared  himself  for  that  holy 
war,  by  passing  twenty-two  hours  in  die.pietts  exer- 
cise 
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cise  of  hazard ;  his  devotion  cost  him  only  about  5001. 
per  hour— in  all  1 1,OOOL   Gaby  lost  50001.  This 

is  from  the  best  authority.  I  hear  too,  but  will 
not  warrant  it,  that  W.  H.  by  way  of  paying  his 
court  to  L*  C.  has  lost  this  wmter  ]£,00(A.  How 
I  long  to  be  ruined  I 

There  are  two  county  contests,  Sir  Thomas 
Egerton  and  Colonel  Townley  in  Lancashire,  after 
the  county  had  for  some  time  gone  a-begging.  In 
Salop,  Sir  Watkin,  supported  by  Lord  Gower,  hap- 
pened by  a  punctilio  to  disoblige  Lord  Craven, 
who  told  us  last  night,  that  he  had  not  quite 
9,0001.  a-year  in  that  county,  and  who  has  set  up 
Pigot  against  him.  You  may  suppose  we  all  wish 
for  Got  Amighty*  against  that  black  devil. 

I  am  sorry  your  journey  is  deferred.  Compli- 
xnents  to  Datch.  As  he  is  now  in  durance,  great 
minds  forgive  their  enemies,  and  1  hope  he  may 
be  releas€4  by  this  time.  - — Coming,  Sir.  Adieu. 

Yoii  see  the  Princess  of  W.  is  gone.  Hans  Stanr 
ley  says,  it  is  believed  the  Empress  -Queen  has 

taken  the  same  journey.  ' 

XXIV. 

£i>WAB]>  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  B.  Holrotd,  E$f4 

Dear  UoLaoirD,  London,  Feb.  ISth,  1773. 

The  papers  and  plans  arrived  safe  in  town  last 
night,  and  will  be  in  your  liaiids  in  their  intact 

*  Alluding  to  the  Welsh  opinion  tha^  Sir  Watkin  vm  in  Vfales 
1»arly  as  great  a  penoime. 

Virgin 
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virgin  state  in  a  day  or  two.  Consider  them  at 
leisure,  if  that  word  is  knowti .  in  the  rural  life. 
Unite,  divide,  but  (acbove  all)  raise.  Bring  them 
to  Loudon  with  you:  I  wait  your  orders;  nor 
shall  I^.for  fear  of  tumbling,  take  a  single  step  till 
your  an-ival,  which,  on  many  accounts,  I  hope  will 
not  be  long  deferred. 

Clouds  still  hover  over  the  horizon  of  Denmark. 
The  public  circumstances  of  the  revolution  are 
related,  and,  I  understand,  very  exactly,  in  the 
foreign  papers.  The  seeret  springs  of  it  still  remain 
unknown.  The  town  indeed  seems  at  present  quite 
tired  of  the  suljijcct.  The  Princess's  death,  her 
character,  and  what  she  left,  engross  the  conversa- 
tion. She  died  without  a  will ;  and  as  her  savings 
were  generally  disposed  of  in  charity,  the  small 
remains  of  her  personal  fortune  will  make  a  trifling 
object  when  divided  among  her  children.  Her 
favourite,  the  P.  of  B.  very  properly  insisted  on  the 
kings  immediately  sealing  up  all  the  papers,  to 
secure  her  from  the  idle  reports  which  would  be 
80  readily  swallowed  by  the  great  English  monster. 
The  business  of  Lord  and  Lady  •  *  ♦  ♦  *  is  hnally 
compromised,  by  the  arbitration  of  the  Chancellor 
and  Lord  Camden.  He  gives  her  1,2001.  a-year 
separate  maintenance,  and  1,5001.  to  set  out  with  : 
but  as  her  Ladyship  is  now  a  new  face,  her  hus- 
band, who  has  already  bestowed  on  the  public 
seventy  young  beauties,  has  conceived  a  violent 
but  hopeless  passion  for  his  chaste  moiety.  Her 
brother  told  me  that  he  has  now  in  his  hands  a 
Counter  affidavit  of  Countess  Deschoff,  in  which 

she 
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she;  declares  that  she  received  a  sum  of  money  to 
swear  the  former,  the  contents  of  which  are  totally 

false !  Such  infamous  conduct  may  blast  her,  but 
can  never  acquit  the  other.  Lord  Chesterfield  is 
dying.    County  oppositions  subside.  Adieu. 

Entirely  yours. 

XXV. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Dear  Hoxaoth,  Feb.  21it»  1778. 

•  #•••••#•#. 

However,  notwithstanding  my  ihdigpiation,  I 
will  employ  five  minutes  in  telling  you  two  or  three 
recent  pieces  of  news. 

1.  Charles  Fox  is  commenced  patriot,  and  is 
already  attempting  to  pronounce  the  words  co«9i« 
t)y,  liberty/,  corruption,  &c. ;  with  what  success, 
time  will  discover.  Yesterday  he  resigned  the 
Admiralty.  The  story  is,  that  he  could  not  prevail 
on  ministry  to  join  with  him  in  his  intended  repeal 
of  the  marriage  act,  (a  favourite  measure  of  his 
father,  who  opposed  it  from  its  origin,)  and  that 
Charles  very  judiciously  thought  Lord  Holland's 
friendship  imported  him  more  than  Lord  North's. 
'  2.  Yesterday  the  marriage  message  came  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  You'  will  see  the  words  of 
it  in  the  papers :  and,  thanks  to  the  submissive 
piety  of  this  session,  it  is  hoped  that  the  princes  of 
the  next  generation  will  not  find  it  so  easy  as  their 
uncles  have  done,  to  expose  themselves  and  bur- 
then the  public. 

S.  To-day 
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3.  To-day  the  House  of  Commons  was  employed 
in  a  very  odd  way.  Tommy  Towmheiid  moved, 
that  the  sermon  of  Dr.  Knowell,  who  picuched 
before  tlie  House  on  the  30th  of  Januaiy,  {id  esty  , 
before  the  Speaker  and  four  manbers,)  should  be 
burnt  by  tlie  common  hangman,  as  containing 
arbitrary,  tory,  higli-flowu  doctrhies.  The  House 
ivas  nearly  agreeing  to  the  motion,  till  they  recol-  " 
lected  that  they  had  already  thanked  the  Preacher 
for  his  excellent  discourse,  and  ordered  it  to  be 
printed*  Knowell's  bookseller  is  much  obliged  to 
the  Right  Honourable  Tommy  Townshend. 

When  do  you  come  to  town?  I  want  money, 
and  am  tired  of  sticking  to  the  earth  by  so  many 
roots.   Embrassez  de  ma  part,  &c.  Adieu. 

Ever  yours. 

• 

N»  XXVI. 

£dward  Gibbow,  EsquirCj  to  Mrs.  Gibbok, 

Benton.  • 

Deas  Ma9am,  London,  M^h  21st,  1772* 

I  HAVE  advanced  with  some  care  and  some  suc- 
cess in  gaining  an  id^a  of  the  Lenborough  estate. 
The  tenants  are  at  will,  and,  from  a  comparison  of 
my  rents  with  the  neighbouring  ones,  particularly 
Lord  *  •  ♦  *,  tliere  is  great  probability  that  my 
estate  is  verv  much  under-let.  My  friend  Holroyd, 
who  is  a  most  hivahiablc  counsellor,  is  strongly  oi 
that  opinion.  Sir***-  ***isjust  come  home. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  many  altera^ns,  and  little  ini* 
jprovement*    From  an  honest  wild  English  buck, 
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i&e  is  grown  2i  philosopher .  Lord  *  *  ^  .displeases, 
every  body  by  the  aiiectaticm  of  c<msequence :  the 
young  baronet  disgusts  no  less  by  the  affectation 
of  wisdom.  He  speaks  in  short  sentences,  quotes 
Montagne,  seldom  smiles,  never  laughs,  drinks  only 
water,  prolesses  to  command  liis  passions,  and 
tends  to  marry  in  live  months.  The  two  lords,  his 
uncle,  as  well  as  ''^  *  attempt  to  shew  him,  thai 
such  behaviour,  even  were  it  reasonable,  does  noti 
suit  this  countiy.  He  remains  inconigibie,  and  is 
every  day  losing  ground  in  the  good  c^inion  of  the 
public,  which  at  his  first  arrival  ran  strongly  in  his 
favour.  Deyverdun  is  probably  on  his  journey 
towards  £ngland,  hut  is  not  yet  come. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

.  XXVII. 
^Edward  Gibbon^  Esf*  to  J.  B.  Holrotd,  Esq^ 

Djlak  Hol&otd^  .  Ball-MaU,  May  l6th,  \77^, 

I  WISH  you  lived  nearer,  or  even  that  you  could 

pass  a  week  at  Beriton.  When  shall  you  be  at 
Kichmond  ?  or  would  there  be  any  use  in  my  goiujg 
down  to  Sheffield  for  a  day  or  two?  In  you  alone 
I  put  my  trust,  and  without  you  I  should  be  per- 
plexed, discouraged,  and  frightened;  for  not  % 
single  fish  has  yet  bit  at  the  Lenborough  bait. 

I  dined  the  other  dav  with  Mr.  Way  at  Boodle's. 
He  told  me,  diat  he  was  just  going  down  to  Shef- 
field-Plaee.  As  he  has  probably  unladen  all  the 
politics,  and  Mrs.  Way  all  the  scandal  of  the  town, 

1  shall 
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I  sliall  for  the  present  only  satisfy  myself  with  the 
needful ;  among  which  I  shall  always  reckon  my 
sincere  compliments  to  Madame,  and  my  profound 
respects,  for  Mr.  Datch. 

I  am,  dear  Holroyd, 

Truly  yours. 

It  is  confidently  asserted  that  the  Emperor  and 

King*  of  Prussia  are  to  run  for  veiy  deep  stakes 
over  the  Polish  course.  If  the  news  be  true,  I 
back  Austria  against  the  aged  horse,  provided  little 

Laudohn  rides  the  match. 

N.  B.  Crossing  and  jostling  allowed. 

XXVIII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esquire^  to  Mrs.  Holroyd, 

Senior. 

Beriton,  near  Pctcrsficldy  Hampshire, 
Madam,  July  17th,  1772. 

There  is  not  any  event  which  could  haveaffected 
me  with  greater  surprise  and  deeper  concern,  than 

.  the  j^ews  in  last  night's  paper,  of  the  death  of  our 
poor  little  amiable  friend  Master  Holroyd,  whom 
I  loved,  not  only  for  his  parents'  sake,  but  for  his 
OMm.    Should  the  news  be  true,  (for  even  yet  I 

1  indulge  some  faint  hopes,)  what  must  be  the  distress 
of  our  friends  at  Sheffield !  I  so  truly  sympathize  . 
with  them,  tliat  I  know  not  how  to  write  tq  Jiolr 
royd ;  but  must  beg  to  be  informed  of  the  state  of 

the 
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the  family  by  a  line  from  you.  I  have  some  com- 
pany and  business  here,  but  would  gladly  quit 
them,  if  I  had  the  least  reason  to  think  that  my 
presence  at  Sheffield  would  afford  comfort  or  satis- 
faction to  the  man  in  the  world  whom  I  love  and 
esteem  most»  I  am,  Madam,  your  most  obedient 
humble  Servant,  Sec 

N**  XXIX. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esquire^  to  J.  B.  Holroyd, 

Esquire. 

My  Pjiaa  HoJJbOYD*  Beritoo,  July  30th,^ir72. 

It  was  my  intention  tp  set  out  for  Sheffield  as 

soon  as  I  received  your  attecting  letter,  and  1  hoped 
to  have  been  with  you  to-day ;  but  walking  very 
carelessly  yesterday  morning,  I  fell  down,  and 
put  out  a  small  bone  in  my  ancle.  I  am  now  un- 
der the  surg^m's  hands,  but  think,  and  most  ear- 
aest}y  hope,  that  this  little  accident  will  not  delay 
my  journey  longer  than  the  middle  of  next  week. 
I  sh^jre,  and  wish  I  could  alleviate,  your  feelings. 
I  beg  to  be  lemembered  to  Mrs.  Holroyd*  .  I  am, 
my  deal'  Holroyd,  most  truly  youi-s. 

N*  XXX. 

Edward  GiBBOK,  Esquire^  to  Mrs,  Gibbok,. 

Beriton. 

DsAE  Madam,         Sheffield-Place,  August  7tb,  1772. 

I  SET  out  at  six  yesterday  momitig  from  Uppark, 
and  got  to  Brighthelmstone  about  two ;  a  very  thin 
voi,.  II.  o  season, 
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season^  ereiy  body  gone  to  Spa.    In  the  evenings 

I  reached  this  place.    My  friend  appears,  as  lir  . 
ever  will,  in  a  light  truly  respectable ;  concealing 
the  most  exquisite-  sufferings  under  the  show  of 
composure,  and  even  cheerfulness,  and  attempting,, 
though  with  little  success,  to  confirm  the  weaker 
mind  of  his  partner.    I  find,  my  frTend  expresses 
so  mucK uneasiness  at  the  idea  of  my  leaving  him 
again  soon,  that  I  cannot  refuse  to  pass  the  month 
here.   If  Mr.  Scott,  as  I  suppose,  is  at  Beriton,,  he 
has  himself  too  high  a  sense  of  friendship  not  to 
excuse  my  neglecting  him.    I  had  some  hopes  of 
engaging  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holroyd  to  make  an  excur-^ 
sion  to  Portsmouth,  Isle  of  Wight,  Southampton, 
&c.  in  which  case  they  would  spend  a  few  days  at 
Beritoii.   A  sudden  resolution  was  taken  last  night 
in  favour  of  the  tour^  We  set  out,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Holroyd,  Mr.  Fauquier,  and  myself,  next  Thursday, 
-and  shall  dine  at  Beriton  the  following  day,  and 
stay  there,  most  probably,  three  or  four  days.  A 
farm-house,  without  eithei'  cook  or  housekeeper, 
will  afford  but  indifferent  entertamment ;  but  we 
must  ertfr/,  and  they  must  excuse.   Our  tour  will 
last  about  a  fortnight;  after  which  my  friend 
presses  me  to  return  with  him,  and  in  his  present 
situation  I  shall  be  at  a  loss  how  tq  refuse  him. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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N'  XXXI. 

Df'.  HuRD,  {afttrwards  Bishop  qf  Worcester)  to 

Mr,  Gibbon. 

Sir,        •   .         .      Tiiurcastou,  August  29th,  1772. 

YouE  very  eliegant  letter  on  the  antiquity  and 
authenticity  of  the  book  of  Daniel,  (just  now  re- 
ceived,) finds  me  here,  if  not  without  leisure,  yet 
without  books,  and  therefore  in  no  condition  to 
enter  far  into  tlie  depths  of  this  controversy ;  which 
indeed  is  the  less  necessary,  as  every  thing  that 
relates  to  the  subject  will  come  of  course  to.  be 
considered  by  my  learned  successors  in  the  new 
lecture.  For  as  tlie  prophecies  of  Daniel  made  an 
important  link  in  that  chain^  which,  as  you  say,  hoi 
been  let  down  from  heaven  to  earih,  (but  not  by  the 
author  of  the  late  sennons,  who  brought  into  view 
only  what  he  had  not  invented,)  the  grounds  on 
which  their  authority  rests  will,  without  doubt,  be 
carefully  eiiamiued,  and,  as  I  suppose,  firmly  eatar 
blished. . 

But  in  the  mean  time»  and  to  make  at  least  some 

small  return  for  the  civility  of  your  address  to  me, 
I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  two  or  tluree  short 
remarks,  such  as  occur  to  me  on  reading  your 

letter. 

Your  main  difficulties  are  these  two:  1.  That- 
the  author  of  the  book  of  Daniel  is  too  clear  for 
a  prophet ;  as  appears  from  his  prediction  of  the 
Persian  and  Macedonian  afiairs ;  and,  li.  too  fabu- 
lous for  a  contemporary  historian ;  as  is  evident^ 

G  2  you 


Digitized 


54  UTTERS  TO  AND  FBOM 

you  suppose,  from  his  mistakes,  paxticularly  in  the 
sixth  chapter. 

1.  The  first  of  these  difficulties  is  an  extiaordi'' 
nary  one.  For  why  may  not  prophecy,  if  the  in* 
spirer  think  fit,  be  as  clear  as  history  ?  Scriptural 
prophecy,  whence  your  idea  of  its  obscurity  is 
taken,  is  occMwnally  thus  clear,  I  mean  after  the 
event;  and  Daniel's  prophecy  of  the  revolutions 
in  the  Grecian  empire,  would  have  becai  obscure 
enough  to  Porphyry  himself  before  it 

But  your  opinion,  after  all,  when  you  come  to 
^explain  yourself,  really  is,  as  one  should  expect, 
^at,  as  a  prophet,  Daniel  is  not  clear  enough ;  iGcir 
you  enforce  the  old  objection  of  Porphyry,  by 
observing,  that  where  a  pretended  prophecy  is  clear 
to  a  certain  point  of  time,  and  afterwards  obscure 
and  shadowy,  there  common  sense  leads  one  to 
conclude  that  the  author  of  it  was  an  impostor. 

This  reasoning  is  plausible,  but  not  conclusive^ 
unless  it  be  taken  for  granted,  that  a  prophecy 
must,  in  all  its  parts,  be  equally  clear  and  precise  : 
whereas,  on  the  supposition  of  real  inspiration,  jt 
'  ifiay  be  fit,  I  mean  it  may  suit  with  the  views  of 
the  inspirer,  to  predict  some  things  with  more  per- 
spicuity, and  in  terms  more  obvious^  and  directly 
applicable  to  the  events  in  which  they  were  ful- 
filled, than  others.  But  further,  this  reasoning, 
whatever  force  it  may  have,  has  no  place  here^  at 
feast  you  evidently  beg  the  question  when  you 
urs^e  it ;  because  the  persons  you  dispute  against 
maintain,  tliat  the  subsequent  pr^>hecies  of  Daniel 
4te  equalfy  disttnct  with  those  preceding  ones  cm- 

cemmg 
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oertiing  the  Persian  and  Macedonian  empires,  at 
least  so  much  of  them  as  they  take  to  have  beea 
fulfilled ;  and  that  to  judge  of  the  rest,  we  must 
wait  ibr  tilie  conclusion  of  them. 

However,  you  admit  that  the  suspicion  aiising 
from  the  clearest  prophecy  may  be  removed  by 
direct  positive  evidence  that  it  was  composed 
before  the  event.  But  then  you  carry  your  notions 
of  that  evidence  very  far,  when  you  require,  "  that 
the  existence  of  such  a  prophecy,  prior  to  its  ac- 
complishment,  should  be  proved  by  the  knowledge 
of  its  being  generally  diffused  amongst  an  enlightn 
ened  nation  previous  to  that  period,  and  its  public 
existence  attested  by  an  unbroken  chain  oi"  authen- 
tic writers.** 

What  you  here  claim  as  a  matter  of  rights  is, 

without  question,  very  desirable,  but  should,  I  • 
think,  be  accepted,  if  it  be  given  at  ail,  as  a  matter 
of  famur.  For  what  you  describe,  is  the  utmost 
evidence  that  tlie  case  admits :  but  what  right  have 
we  in  this,  or  any  other  subject  whatever  of  natural 
or  revealed  religion,  to  the  utmost  evidence?  I» 
it  not  enough  that  the  evidence  be  sufficient  to 
ixKluce  a  reasonable  assent?  and  is  not  that  assent, 
veasonable,  which  is  given  to  real  evidence,  though 
of  an  inferior  kind,  when  uncontrolled  by  any 
g?e4iter?  And  such  evidence  we  clearly  have  for 
the  authenticity  of  the  boojc  of  Daniel,  in  the  re- 
cepti«>n  of  it  by  tlie  Jewish  nation  down  to  the*  time 
of  Jesus,  whose  appeal  to  it  supposes  and  implies, 
that  J[e.cqptipn  to  have  been  constant  and  general : 
not  to  observe,  jdiat  die  testimopjr  of  Je^us  is  fur** 
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ther  supported  by  all  the  considerations  that  arc 
alleged  for  his  own  divine  character.  To  this  evi- 
dence, which  is  positive  so  far  as  it  goes,  you  have 
nothing  to  oppose  but  surmise  and  conjectures; 
that  is,  nothing  tliat  deserves  to  be  called  evidence. 
But  I  doubt,  Sir,  you  take  for  granted  that  the 
claim  of  inspiration  is  never  to  be  allowed,  so  long 
as  there  is  a  possibility  of  supposing  that  it  was 
not  given. 

In  the  second  division  of  your  letter,  which 
is  longer,  and  more  elaborate,  than  the  first,  you 
endeavour  to  shew  that  the  historical  pai;t  of  the 
book  of  Daniel,  chiefly  that  of  the  sixth  chapter,  is 
false  and  fabulous,  and  as  such,  confutes  and  over- 
throws the  propheticaL  What  you  advance  on 
this  head,  is  contained  under  fioe  articles : 

1 .  You  think  it  strange  that  Daniel,  or  any  other 
man,  should  be  promoted  to  a  secret  office  of  state, 
fop  his  skill  in  divination. 

But  here,  first,  you  forget  that  Joseph  was  thus 
promoted  for  the  same  reason.  Or,  if  you  object 
to  this  instance,  what  should  hinder  the  promotion 
either  of  Joseph  or  Daniel,  (when  their  skill  in 
divination  had  once  brought  them  to  the  notice 
anci  iavour  of  their  sovereign,)  for  what  you  call 
7nere  human  accomplishments  ?  For  such  assuredly 
both  these  great  men  possessed,  if  we  may  believe 
die  plain  part  of  their  story,  which  asserts  of  Joseph, 
and  indeed  proves,  that  he  was  in  no  common 
degree  discreet  and  wise;  and  of  Daniel,  that  an 
excdknt  spirit  was  found  in  iim  ;  nay,  that  he  had 
knowledge  and  skill  in  all  learning  and  wisdom^ 
•  over 
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over  and  above  his  understanding  in  all  visions  and 
streams.  In  short,  Sir,  though  princes  of  old  might 
not  make  it  a  rule  to  chuse  their  ministers  out  of 
their  soothsayers,  yet  neither*  would  their  being 
soothsayers,  if  they  were  otherwise  well  accom- 
plished, prevent  them  from  being  ministers.  Just 
9s  in  modem  times,  though  churchmen  have  not 
ofken,  I  will  suppose,  been  made  officers  of  state, 
even  by  bigotted  princes,  because,they  were  church- 
men ;  yet  neitlier  have  they  been  always  excluded 
from  serving  in  those  stations  when  they  have  been 
found  eminently  qualified  for  them. 

2.  Your  next  exception  is,  that  a  combination 
could  scarce  have  been  formed  in  the  court  of  * 
Babylon  against  the  favourite  minister,  (though 
such  factious  are  common  in  otlier  courts,)  because 
the  courtiers  of  Darius  must  haoe  apprehended  that 
the  piety  of  Daniel  would  be  asserted  by  a  miraculous 
interposition  ;  of  m  hich  they  iiad  seen  a  recent 
instanee*  And  here,  Sir,  you  expatiate  with  a 
little  too  much  complacency  on  the  strange  indif- 
ference which  the  ancient  world  shewed  to  tlie 
gift  of  miracles.  You  do  not,  I  dare  say,  expect  a  . 
serious  answer  to  this  charge ;  or  if  you  do,  it  may 
be  enough  to  observe,  what  I  am  sure  your  own 
reading  and  experience  must  have  rendered  very 
familiar  to  you,  that  the  strongest  belief,  or  convic- 
tion of  the  mind,  perpetually  gives  way  to  tlie  in- 
flamed selfidi  passions ;  and  that,  when  men  have 
any  scheme  of  interest  or  revenge  much  at  hearty 
they  are  not  restrained  from  pursuing  it,  though 
the  scaffold  and  the  axe  stand  beibre  them  m  full 
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view,  and  have  perhaps  been  streaming  but  the  day 
before  with  the  blood  of  other  state-crimioab.  I 
ask  not,  whether  miracles  have  ever  actually 
existed,  but  whether  you  do  not  think  that  multi- 
tudes have  been  finnly  persuaded  of  their  exist- 
encc  ;  and  yet  their  indifference  about  them,  is  a 
fact  which  I  readily  concede  to  you. 

3.  Your  diird  critieism  is  directed  against  what 
is  said  of  the  law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  that  it 
altereth  not;  where  I  find  nothing  to  admire,  but 
the  extreme  rigour  of  Asiatic  despotism*  For  I 
consider  this  irrevocabiUty  of  the  law,  when  once 
promulgated  by  the  sovereign,  not  as  contrived  to 
be  a  dieck  on  his  will,  but  rather  to  shew  the  irre* 
sistible  and  fatal  course  of  it.  And  this  idea  was 
so  much  cherished  by  the  despots  of  Persia,  that, 
rather  than  revoke  the  iniquitous  law,  obtained  by 
surprise,  for  exterminating  the  Jews,  AhasXieras 
took  the  part,  as  we  read  in  the  book  of  Esther, 
(and  as  Baron  Montesquieu,  I  remember,  observos,) 
to  permit  the  Jews  to  defend  themselves  against 
the  execution  of  it ;  whence  we  see  how  consist- 
ent this  law  is  with  the  determination  of  the 
judges,  quoted  by  you  from  Herodotus,  that  it 
was  lawful  for  the  king  to  do  whatever  he  pleased 
for  we  understand  that  he  did  not  please  that  this 
law,  when  once  declared  by  him,  should  be  altemL 
'  You  add  under  this  head,  "  May  I  not  assert 
that  the  Greek  writers,  who  have  so  copiously 
treated  of  the  affairs  of  Persia,  have  not  left  us 
smallest  vestige  of  a  restraint,  equally  injurious  to 
the  monarch  and  prejudicial  to  the  people?"  I 
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have  not  the  Greek  writers  by  me  to  consult^  but 

,  a  common  book  I  chance  to  have  at  hand,  refers 
mc  to  one  such  vestige,  in  a  very  eminent  Greek 
hbtoriai),  Diodorus  Sicalus.  .  Lmth's  Commmt, 
in  loc.  r 

4.  A  fourth  objection  to  the  historic  truth  of  the 
book  of  Daniel  is  taken,  with  more  plausibiUty, 
from  the  matter  of  this  law,  which,  as  you  truly 
observe,  was  very  strange  for  the  king  s  counsellor 
to  advise,  and  for  any  despot  whatever  to  esact 

But,  I.  I  a  little  question  whether  prayer  was 
so  constant  and  considerable  a  part  of  Pagan  wor* 
ship  as  is  supposed ;  and  if  it  was  not,  the  pvqju* 
dices  of  the  people  would  not  be  so  much  shocked 
by  this  interdict  as  we  are  ready  to  think.  Daniel 
indeed  prayed  (hree  times  a  day ;  but  the  idqlaten 
might  content  themselves  with  praying  now  and 
then  at  a  stated  solemnity.  It  is  clear,  that  when 
you  speak  of  deprioing  men  of  the.  coi^brU^  mi 
frifsis  of  the  projits,  of  religion^  you  have  Chris* 
tian,  and  even  modern  piinciples  and  manners  in 
your  eye :  perhaps  in  the  comf  orts^  you  represented 
to  yourself  a  company  of  poor  inflamed  Huguenots 
under  persecution ;  and  in  tlic  profits,  the  lucra- 
tive trade  of  popish  masses.  But  be  this  as  it  may, 
it  should  be  eonsidmd,  S.  That  this  law  could  ' 
not,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  suppress  all  prayer, 
if  the  people  had  aiiy  great  propensity  to  it.  It 
could  not  suppress  mental  prayer ;  it  could  not 
even  suppress  bodily  worship,  if  performed,  as  it 
easily  might  be,  in  the  night,  or  in  secret.  Daniel, 
it  was  well  fcaowB)  was  used  to  pcay  in  open 

day-light. 
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day-light,  and  in  a  place  exposed  to  inspection, 
fiom  his  usual  manner  of  praying ;  which  manner, 
it  was  easily  concluded,  so  zealous  a  votary  as  he 
was,  would  not  change  or  discontinue,  on  account 
of  the  edict.  Lastly,  tliough  the  edict  passed  for 
thirty  days,  to  make  sure  work,  yet  th^e  was  no 
doubt  but  the  end  proposed  wduld  be  soon  accom- 
plished, and  then  it  was  not  likely  that  much  care 
would  be  taken  about  the  observance  of  it. 

AH  this  put  together,  I  can  very  well  conceive 
that  extreme  envy  and  malice  in  the  courtiers 
might  suggest  the  idea  of  such  a  law,  and  that  an 
impotent  despot  might  be  flattered  by  it.  Cer-' 
'  tainly,  if  what  we  read  in  the  third  chapter  be 
admitted,  that  one  of  these  despots  required  all 
people,  nations,  and  language,  to  worship  his  image 
on  pain  of  death,  there  is  no  great  wonder  that 
another  of  them  should  demand  the  exclusive 
worship  of  himself  for  a  month ;  nay,  perhaps,  he 
might  think  himself  civil,  and  even  bounteous  to 
his  gods,  when  he  left  them  a  share  of  the  other 
eleven*   For  as  to  the  presumption, 

Nihil  est  quod  credere  de  se 
K^on  possit,  cum  laudatur  diis  squa  potestas. 

5.  A  fifth,  and  what  you  seem  to  think  the 

strongest,  objection  to  the  credit  of  the  book  of 
Daniel  is,  that  no  such  person  as  Darius  the 
Mcde  is  to  be  found  in  the  succession  of  the  Baby* 
lonish  princes,"  (you  mean  as  given  in  Ptolemy's 
canon  and  the  Greek  writers,)  between  the  time 
of  Nebuchadnemf  and  tiiat  of  Gyrus."  In  saying 
1    .    .  '      ,  this, 
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this,  you  do  not  forget  or  disown  what  our  ablest 
chronologers  have  said  on  the  subject ;  but  then 
you  object  tliat  Xenophon's  Cyaxares  (to  serve  a 
turn)  has  been  made  to  personate  Darius  the  Mede ; 
and  yet  that  Xenophons  book,  whetlicr  it  be  a 
romance  or  a  true  history,  overturns  the  use  which 
they  have  made  of  this  hypothesis. 

I  permit  myself  perliaps  to  be  too  much  flattered 
by  your  civility  in  referring  me  to  my  own  taste^ 
rather  than  to  the  authoritv  of  Cicero :  but  the 
truth  is,  I  am  much  disposed  to  agree  with  you^ 
that,  if  we  unravel  with  any  care  the  fine  texture 
of  the  Cyropoedia,  we  shall  discover  in  every  thread 
the  Spartan  discipUne  and  the  philosophy  of 
Socrates."  But  then,  as  the  judicious  author  chose 
to  make  so  recent  a  story  as  that  of  Cyrus,  and  one 
60  well  known,  the  vehicle  of  his  political  and 
moral  instmctions,  he  would  be  sure  to  keep  up 
to  the  truth  of  the  story  as  far  as  might  be;  espe- 
cially in  the  leading  facts,  and  in  the  principal  per* 
sons,  as  we  may  say,  of  the  drama.  This  obvious 
rule  of  decorum  such  a  writer  as  Xenophon  could 
not  fail  to  observe ;  and  therefore,  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  his  Cyropoediii  is  a  romance,  I  should 
conclude  certainly  that  the  outline  of  it  was  genu- 
ine history.  But, 

'2.  If  it  be  so,- you  conclude  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  thinking  that  Darius  the  Mede  ever 
reigned  at  Babylon,  because  Cyaxares  himself 
never  reigned  there. 

Now,  on  the  idea  of  Xenophon's  book  being  a 
romance,  there  might  be  good  reason  ibr  the 

^  author's 
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audior's  taking  no  notice  of  the  short  reign  of 

Cyaxares,  which  would  break  the  unity  of  his 
work,  and  divert  the  reader  s  attention  too  much 
irom  the  hero  of  it :  while  yet  the  omission  could 
hardly  seem  to  violate  historic  truth,  since  the 
lustre  of  his  hero  s  faine>  and  tlie  real  power  which, 
out  of  question^  he  reserved  to  himself,  would  make 
lis  forget  or  overlook  Cyaxares.  But,  as  to  the 
fact,  it  seeins  no  way  incredible  that  Cyrus  should 
eoocfde  to  his  royal  ally,  his  uncle,  and  his  father^ 
in-law,  (for  he  was  all  these,)' the  wminal  posSeflisioii 
of  the  sovereignty ;  or  tliat  he  should  share  the 
iovereignty  with  him;  or,  at  least,  that  he  should 
leave  the  administrafien,  as  we  say,  in  his  hands  tft 
Babylon,  while  he  himself  was  prosecuting  his 
other  conquests  at  a  distance.  Any  of  these  things 
is  supposable  enough :  and  I  would  rather  admit 
any  of  them  than  reject  the  express,  the  repeated, 
the  circumstantial  testimony  of  a  not  confessedly 
fabulous  historian. 

After  all,  Sir,  I  should  forfeit,  I  know,  your 
good  opinion,  if  I  did  not  acknowledge  that  some^ 
at  least,  of  these'  ctrcumstances  are  such  as  one 
should  not,  perhaps,  expect  at  first  sight.  But 
then  such  is  the  condition  of  things  here ;  and  what 
.  is  true  in  human  life,  is  not  always,  I  had  afamat 
said,  not  often,  that  which  was  previously  to  be 
expected;  whence  an  ordinary  romance  is,  they 
say,  more  prababk^iSaan,  the  beat  history. 

But  should  any  or  all  of  these  circumstances 
convince  you  perfectly,  that  some  degree  of  error 
,    or  iiction.is  to  be  ibund  in  the  bocdc  of  Daniel,  it 
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would  be  too  precipitate  to  ocmclude  that  therefore 
the  whole  book  was  of  no  authority ;  for,  at  inost, 
you  could  but  infer,  tliat  the .  liistorical  part,  iu 
which  those  circiunstaoces  are  observed,  namely^ 
the  6th  chapter,  is  not  genuine ;  just  as  you  know 
has  been  judged  of  some  other  historical  tracts 
which  had  formerly  been  inserted  in  the  book  of 
Daniel.  For  it  is  not  with  these  collections,  which 
go  under  the  names  of  the  Prophets,  as  with  some 
regularly  connected  system,  where  a  charge  of 
falsehood,  if  made  good  against  one  part,  shakes  the 
credit  of  the  whole.  Fictitious  histories  may  have  • 
been  joined  to  true  prophecies,  when  all  that  bore 
the  name  of  tlie  same  person,  or  any  way  rekted  to 
him,  came  to  be  put  together  in  the  same  volume : 
but  the  detection  of  such  misalliance  could  not 
affect  the  prophecies ;  certainly  not  those  of  Daniel, 
which  respect  the  latter  times  ;  for  these  have  an 
intrinsic  evidence  in  themselves,  and  assert  their 
own  authenticity,  in  proportion  as  we  see,  or  have 
reason  to  admit  the  accomplishment  of  them. 

And  now,  Sir,  I  have  only  to  commit  these  hasty 
seflections  to  your  candour ;  a  virtue  which  can* 
not  be  separated  from  the  love  of  truth,  and 
which  I  observe  many  traces  in  your  agreeable  let- 
ter; and  if  you  should  indulge  this  quality  still 
fiirther,  so  aa  to  conceive  tte  possiUlity  of  tlmt 
being  true  and  reasonable^  in  matters  of  religion, 
which  mqr  seem  strange,  or,  to  so  lively  a  fimcy  aa 
yours,  even  ridiculous,  you  would  not  hurt  the 
credit  of  your  excellent  uilderstanding,  and  would 

tea  Jtn»re  one»  paarfaapa  a  pdnc^al,  oacaaion  of 

those 
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tiiose  mists  Whicby  as  you  complain,  hang  twer  tht$t 
nice  and  difficult  subjects. 

I  aiii  with  ti'ue  respect,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

(Signed)  •         R,  H. 

Thefollming  Fragment  was  found  with  the  for e^ 
going  Letter^  in  Mr.  Gibbon's  handwriting. 

Your  answers  to  my  five  objections  against  the 
6th  chapter  of  Daniel  conic  next  to  be  considered. 

1;  With  regacd  to  Daniel's  promotion,  I  consent 
to  withdraw  my  opposition,  and  to  allow  the  cases 
of  Ximenes,  Wolsey,  and  Richelieu  as  parallel  ia- 
stances:  diougli  there  is  surely  some  difference 
between  a  young  foreign  soothsayer  being  suddenly 
rewarded,  for.  the  interpretation  of  a  dream,  with 
the  government  of  Babylon,  and  a  priest  of  the 
established  church,  rising  gradually  to  the  great 
oihces  of  state. 

2.  You  apprehend.  Sir,  that  my  second  objection 
scarcely  dei^rves  a  serious  answer;  and  that  it 
is  quite  sutHcient  to  appeal  to  my  own  reading  and 
experience,  whether  the  strongest  comiction  of  the 
mind  does  not  perpetually  give  way  to  the  inflamed 
and  selfish  passions.  Since  you  appeal  to  me,  I 
^hall  fairly  lay  before  you  the  result  of  my  obser* 
vations  on  that  subject.  «  1.'  It  must  be  confessed 
that  the  drunkard  often  sinks  into  the  grave,  and 
the  prodigal  into  a  gaol,  without  a  possibility  of  « 
decdving  or  of  checking  themselves.  But  they^ 
sink  by  slow  degrees;  and,  whilst  they  indulge  . 
the  ruling  passion,  attend  only  to  the.  trifling 

moment 
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moment  of  each  guinea,  or  of  each  bottle,  without 
calculating  their  accumulated  weight,  till  they  feel 

themselves  irretrievably  crushed  under  it.  g.  lu 
most  of  the  hazardous  enterprizes  of  lile  there  is  a 
mixture  of  chance  and  good  fortune ;  what  is  called 
good  fortune,  is  often  the  effect  of  skill :  and  as 
our  vanity  flatters  us  into  an  opinion  of  our  supe* 
rior  merit,  we  are  neither  surprised  nor  dismayed 
by  the  miscarriage  of  our  rash  predecessors.  The 
compirator  turm  hU  Cjfes  from  the  axe  and^cafiold, 
perhaps  stiU  streaming  with  blood,  to  the  successful 
boldness  of  Scylla,  of  CjEsar,  and  of  Cromwell; 
and  convinces  himself  that  on  such  a  golden  pur- 
suit it  is  even  prudent  to  stake  a  precarious  and 
insipid  life.  We  may  add,  that  the  most  daring 
flights  of  ambition  are  as  often,  tlie  eft'ects  of  neces- 
sity  as  of  choice.  The  princes  of  Hindostan  must 
either  reign  or  perish ;  and  when  Caesar  passed  the 
Rubicon,  it  \yas  scarcely  possible  for  him  to  return 
to  a  private  station,  d.  You  think,  Sir,  we  may 
learn  from  our  own  experience,  that  an  indifference 
concerning  miracles  is  very  compatible  with  a  full 
amviction  of  their  truth ;  and  so  it  undoubtedly 
is  with  such  a  conviction  as  we  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  observing. 

N°  XXXIL 

■  •  *• 

Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J«  B.  Holroyd,  Esq. 

Dbae  Hol&oyd,  Benton,  Oct  13tb,  1772. 

I  AM  just  arrived,  as  well  as  yourself,  at  my  dii 
penateSf  but  with  very  different  intention.  You 

will  * 
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will  ever  lemain'a  bigot  to  those  rustic  deities ;  1 
propose  to  abjure  theia  soon,  and  to  reconcile  my* 

self  to  the  catholic  church  of  London. 

I  am  so  happy,  so  exquisitely  happy,  at  feeling 
so  many  mountuns  taken  ofF  my  shoulders,  that  I 
can  brave  your  indignation,  and  even  the  three- 
forked  lightning  of  Jupiter  himself.  My  reasons 
for  taking  so  unwarrantable  a  step  (approved  of  by 
liugonin)  were  no  unmanly  despondency,  (though 
it  daily  became  more  apparent  how  much  the  farm 
would  suffer,  both  in  reality  and  in  reputation,  by 
another  year's  management). 
I  see  pleasure  but  not  use  in  a  omgress^  therefore 
decline  it  I  know  nothing  as  yet  of  a  purchaser, 
and  can  only  give  you  full  and  unlimited  powers. 
If  you  think  it  necessary,  let  me  know  when  you 
sell ;  but,  however,  do  as  you  please. 

I  am  sincerely  glad  to  hear  Mrs.  H.  is  better.  I 
still  think  Bath  would  suit  her.  She,  and  you  too, 
I  fear,  rather  want  the  physic  of  the  mind^"*  than 
of  the  hedfy.  Tell  me  something  about  yourself. 
If,  aEK>ng  a  crowd  of  acquaintances,  one  friend  can 
9iford  you  any  comfort,  I  am  quite  at  your  service 
Onc^  more,  adieu. 

XXXIII. 

£.  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Holboyd,  Esy. 

Dkar  HoLaoTD, .  PaU-M»U,  Dec.  11th,. 

By  this  time,  I  suppose  you  returned  to  the 

Elysian  fields  of  Sheiiiield.    The  country  (I  do  not 

*  Mr.*  Hpkoyd's  thien  only  son  died  aboQt  two  monlbs  bofora  . 
Mistime. 

mean 
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mean  any  particular  reflections  on  Sussex)  must  be 
vastly  pleasant  at  this  time  of  the  year !    For  my 
own  part,  the  punishment  of  my  sins  has  at  length 
overtaken  me.    Qn  Thursday  the  third  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  presmt  yeav  of  our  Lord/one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventv-two,  between  the  hours 
of  one  and  two  in  the  aftemoon^  as  I  was  crossing 
St  James's  church-yard,  -  I  stumbled,  ^d  again> 
sprained  my  foot ;  but,  alas  !  after  two  days  pain 
and*  coniiucment,  a  horrid  moiLSter,  ycleped  the, 
gautj  made  me  a  short  visit;  and  though  be  has* 
now  taken  his  leave,  I  am  full  of  apprehensions 
that  he.m^  have  liked  my  coinpany  well  enough 
to  call  again. 

The  parliament,  after  a  few  soft  murmurs,  is 
gone  to  sleep,  to  awake  again  after  Christmas, 
safely  folded  in  Lord  North's  arms.  The  town  ist 
gone  into  the  country,  and  I  propose  visiting 
Sheffield  about  Sunday  se'nnight,  if  by  that  time  I 
can  g^  my  household  preparations  (I  have  as  good 
as  tdcen  Lady  Rous's  lease  in  Bentinck-street)  in 
any  forwardness.  Shall  I  angle  for  Batt  ?  No 
news  stirring,  except  the  Duchess  of  G.'a  pi^eg- 
nancy  certainly  declared.   Your's  sincerely. 

i 

N"  XXXIV. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Boodle's,  Ten  o'clock,  Thursday  Evening,  Dec.  1772. 

D£AIt  HOLaOTD, 

Mr  schemes  with  regard  to  you  have  been  en* 

tirely  disappointed.    The  business  that  called  me 

*  vol..  II.    ,  H  -to 
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to  town  was  not  ready  before  the  SOth  of  k»t 

anonth,  and  the  same  business  has  kept  me  here 
till  now.    I  have  however  a  very  strong  inclina- 
tion to  eat  a  Christmas  mince  pie  with-jrou ;  and 
let  me  tell  you  that  inclination  is  no  small  compli- 
ment.   What  are  the  trees  and  waters  of  Sheffield- 
Place,  compared  with  the  comfortable  smoke^  lazy 
dinners,  and  inflammatory  Junius's,  which  we  can 
every  day  enjoy  in  town  ?  You  have  seen  the  last 
Junius  ?   He  calls  on  the  distant  legions  to  march 
to  the  Capitol,  aiid  free  us  from  the  tyranny  of 
the  Praetorian  guards.    I  cannot  answer  for  the  ' 
ghost  of  the  hie  et  ubique^  but  the  Hampshire  ' 
militia  are  determined  to  keep  the  peace  for  fettr  of 
a  broken  head.    After  all,  do  I  mean  to  make  you 
a  visit  next  week  ?    Upon  my  soul,  1  cannot  telL 
I  tdl  every  body  that  I  shall :  I  know  that  I  can- 
not pass  the  week  with  any  man  in  the  world  with 
whom  the  pleasure  of  seeing  each  other  will  be  ' 
more  nncere  or  mor<s  reciprocal.   Yet,  entrt  nou9^ 
-  I  do  not  believe  that  I  shall  be  able  to  get  out  of 
this  town  before  you  come  into  it.   At  all  events 
I  look  forwards,  with  great  impatience^  to  Bruton* 
street  *  and  the  Romans.f 
Believe  me  most  truly  yours. 

*  Where  Mr.  Holioyd's  faittily  patted  a  wintBr* 
tTbv  Roman  Clobb 


Digitized  by  Google 


fiSWAfiD  GIBBON,  £S4.  QSi 

N*  XXXV. 
Edward  Gibbon^  Esq.  to  J.  Holroyd,  Esq. 

Dear  Uol&otd,  January  12,  1773. 

Lenborough  is  no  more !   Lord  *  #  •  *  acted 

like  a  Jew,  and  I  dare  say  now  repents  it.  In  hi3 
.  room  *  ♦  #  *  found  me  a  better  man,  a  rich, 
hnitish,  honest  horse-dealer,  who  has  got  a  great 
fortune  by  serving  the  cavalry.  On  Thursday  he 
saw  Lenborough,  on  Friday  came  to  town  with 
*  *  *  and  this  morning  at  nine  o'clock  we 
struck  at  20,000/.  after  a  very  hard  battle.  As 
times  go,  I  am  not  dissatisfied.  *  *  *  ♦  and 
the  new  Lord  of  Lenborough  (by  name  Lovegrove) 
dined  with  me;  and  though  we  did  not  speak 
the  same  language,  yet  by  the  help  of  signs,  such 
as  that  of  putting  about  the  boUle,  the  natives 
teemed  well  satisfied. 

The  whole  world  is  going  down  to  Portsmouth, 
where  they  will  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  smoke, 
noise,  heat^  bad  lodgings,  and  expensive  reckon- 
ings. For  my  own  part,  I  hav^  firmly  resisted 
importunity,  declined  parties,  ^and  mean  to  pass 
the  busy  week  in  the  soft  retirement  of  my  bocage 
de  Bentinck-street.  Yesterday  the  East  India 
Company  positively  refused  the  loan:  a  noble 
resolution,  could  they  get  mone\^  any  where  else. 
Tliey  are  violent ;  and  it  was  moved,  and  the  mo- 
tion heard  with  some  degree  of  approbation,  that 
they  should  instantly  abandon  India  to  Lord  North, 
Sujah  Dowlali,  or  the  Devil,  if  he  chose  to  take 
it.  Adieu. 
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N°  XXXVI. 
Edward  Gibbon,  Esg.  to  J.  Holroyd,  Esq. 

Dear  Holrotd,  Boodle's,  May  11,  1773. 

I  AM  full  of  worldly  cares,  anxious  about  the 
great  twenty-fourth,  plagued  with  the  Public  Ad- 
vertiser, distressed  by  the  most  dismal  dispatches 
from  Husronin.  Mrs.  Lee  claims  a  million  of  rC" 
pairs,  which  will  cost  a  million  of  money. 

The  House'  of  Commons  sat  late  last  night. 
Burgoyne  made  some  spirited  motions — "  That  the 
territorial  acquisitions  in  India  belonged  to  the 
state  (that  was  the  word);  that  grants  to  the  ser- 
vants of  the  company  (such  as  jaghires)  were  ille- 
gal ;  and  tliat  there  would  be  no  true  repentance 
without  restitution."  Wedderbume  defended  the 
nabobs  with  great  eloquence,  but  little  argument. 
The  motions  were  carried  without  a  division ;  and 
the  hounds  go  out  again  next  Friday.  They  are 
in  high  spirits ;  but  the  more  sagacious  ones  have 
no  idea  they  shall  kill.  Lord  North  spoke  for  the. 
incjuiry,  but  faintly  and  reluctantly.  Lady  •  *  * 
is  said  to  be  in  town  at  her  mother*s,  and  a  sepa- 
ration is  unav  oidable ;  but  there  is  nothing  certain. 
Adieu.         Sincerely  yours. 

K°  XXXVIL 
Mr.  Whitaker     Edward  Gibbon,  Esq, 

Dear  Si&, 

I  arHANK  you  very  cordially  for  your  letter  of 
criticisms  upon  f*ingal  and  myself.  It  is  such  an 
<me  a$  a  friend  should  write  and  I  wish  to  receive. 

And 
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And  I  cannot  but  observe,  that  our  acquaintance, 
so  sensibly  and  properly  begun,  seems  for  that  rea- 
son to  promise  a  much  longer  continuance  than 
the  customary  intimacies  of  the  world. 

Your  remark  upon  the  dramatic  poem  of  Comala 
struck  me  very  strongly  upon  my  first  reading  it 
It  is  quite  new,  and  equally  acute  and  ingenious. 
The  elder  son  of  Severus  w  as  not  denominated 
Caracalla,  at  the  time  of  his  father's  or  his  oMm 
expedition  into  Caledonia.  And  yet,  perhaps,  in 
the  fond  credulity  of  a  man  that  admiies  the 
poems  of  Ossian,  and  has  built  too  much  upon 
them  to  allow  th^m  materially  affected  by  any 
interpolations,  I  see  the  objection,  as  I  reflect  more 
upon  it,  losing  gradually  its  force,  and  at  last  resol- 
ving into  nothing. 

It  proceeds  upon  a  supposition,  tliat,  if  not  true 
itself,  makes  the  other  useless.  This  is.  That  the 
poems  in  general,  and  Comala  in  particular,  were 
either  written  at  the  time  of  the  transactions  re- 
corded ia  them  ;  or  with  a  sacred  regard  to  the 
names  then  borne  by  the  agents.  And  this  I  ap- 
prehend not  to  be  really  the  case.  At  least,  it  can- 
not be  proved.  And,  till  it  is,  the  objection  (I 
think)  has  nothing  to  rest  upon.  That  the  j^oems 
in  general  were  not  written  at  the  time,  is  plain 
from  a  variety  of  circumstances,  in  which  the 
author,  like  our  Milton,  full  of  his  own  feelings  in 
the  blindness  and  solitiulc  of  age,  frequently  leaves 
his  fi^bject,  and  comes  home,  as  it  were,  to  his 
own  business  and  bosom.  And  that  this  of  Comala 
was  hot,  is-  demonstrable,  because  the  author  was 
not  then  bom  perhaps,  and  was  certainly  in  his 

H  3  infancy 
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infancy  only.  This  poem,  therefore,  like  all  the 
rest,  was  written  many  years  after  the  fact,  and 
probably,  like  them,  in  the  later  stages  of  Ossiaa's 
life ;  certainly  not  till  the  middle  period  of  it,  when 
the  fervours  of  the  youthful  warrior  were  tempered 
by  years  into  the  steadier  glow  of  manhood  and 
poetry.  He  then  appears  as  a  renowned  bard,  the 
well-known  voice  of  Cona.  And  then,  employing 
the  hours  of  peaceful  inactivity  in  composing  his 
poems,  he  would  naturally,  I  suppose,  niake  use 
of  the  names,  whatever  the  actors  might  Imve 
borne  at  the  time,  that  were  most  famihar  to  his 
countrymen  when  he  wrote.  This  would  certainly 
be  his  mode  of  acting,  I  think  ;  and,  if  the  name 
of  Antoninus  had  been  sunk  for  years  in  that  of 
Caracalla,  the  poet  would  be  obliged  indeed  to 
make  a  sort  of  poetical  anachronism,  and  use  the 
latter  appellation  instead  of  the  former. 

That  the  name  of  Caiacalla  was  the  general  one 
attributed  to  the  son  of  Severus  in  the  empire,  and 
consequently  by  the  nations  bordering  upon  it,  19 
plain,  I  think,  from  its  transmission  to  the  present 
times,  and  the  popular  use  of  it  over  all  £ur<^. 
The  concurrence  of  all  modem  writers  in  the  name 
must  have  resulted  from  some  common  principle 
of  agreement,  the  popularity  and  familiarity  of  it 
among  them.  And  accordingly  Bede,  wlio  men- 
tions the  emperor  by  the  title  of  Bassianus  and 
Antoninus  in  one  place,  speaks  of  him  in  another 
tmder  the  name  of  Antoninus  cognomento  Cara- 
calla (p.  20.  Smith).  This  therefore  being  his  po- 
pular title,  when  Ossian  wrote,  he  would  naturally 
use  it  in  his  poems*   The  name  of  Ba^bianus  was 

never 
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Heirer  known  probably  among  the  Caledomaiis. 
That  of  Antoninus  would  be  too  indistinct,  and 
not  point  out  the  person  intended  with  sufficient 
particularity.  But  that  of  Cancalla  would  answer, 
every  difficulty :  it  was  at  once  popular  and  spe- 
cific ;  and  the  anticipation  was  of  little  moment  in 
itself^  and  in  the  eye  of  poetry,  especially,  of  none 
at  all. 

This  seems  to  me  a  just  and  fair  account  of  that 
Uttle  anachronism,  if  it  can  be  so  called,  which 
yonr  eye,  my  frieind,  has  first  found  out  in  the 
poems  of  Ossian.  And  this  comes  directly  to  the 
point,  I  think,  and  without  any  acknowledgment 
of  interpolations  in  them.  Could  such  be  proved, 
we  must  give  up  the  authenticity  of  the  poems  as 
to  every  historical  purpose.  Had  such  been  made^ 
th^  must  have  detected  themselves :  and  we  have 
sufficient  authority  to  say,  that  no  such  were  made. 

On  Mr.  Macpherson's  return  from  the  Highlands 
with  tiie  poems  in  their  original  state,"  says  Dn 
Blair,  "  he  set  himself  to  translate  under  the  eye 
of  some  who  were  acquainted  with  the  Galic  lan-o 
guage,  and  lo(A^  into  his  manuscripts ;  and  by  a 
large  publication,  afterwards,  made  an  appeal  to 
all  the  natives  of  the  Highlands  and  islands  of 
Scotland,  whether  he  had  been  faithful  to  his 
charge,  and  done  justice  to  their  well-known  and 
favourite  poems."  The  Doctor  accordingly  in- 
forms us,  that  he  had  applied  by  letters  himself  fo 
several  persons  of  credit  and  honour,  who  were 
natives  of  the  Highlands  and  Isles,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  poems  and  the  language,  desir- 
ing to  know  their  real  opinion  of  the  translation  ;* 
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and  that  not  one  of  them  insinuates  the  most; 
remote  suspicion,  that  Mr.  M acpherson  has  eitiier 

forged  or  adulterated  any  one  of  the  poems  he  has 
published."  The  Doetor  then  enters  into  a  detail 
of  testimonies,  which,  I  think,  cany  the  highest 
conviction  with  them,  concerning*  a  point  which, 
at  other  times,  I  have  been  a  httle  inchned  to 
doubt,  the  real  accuracy  and  strict  fidelity  of  the 
translator.  And  the  cursory  reading  of  these  evi- 
dences, now,  has  had  such  an  effect  upon  my 
mind,  that  I  am  fully  persuaded  they  must  have 
a  great  one  upon  an  understanding  like  yours, 
sceptical  perhaps,  but  argumentative,  hesitating 
in  its  assent,  but  not  from  wild  surmises^  or  airy 
suspicions,  but  from  doubts,  reasonable  though 
perhaps  not  just,  and  objections  grounded  though 
not  suihcient. 

This  su^bject  has  taken  up  more  of  my  letter  *than 
I  originally  intended  it  should,  and  I  hasten  from 
Ossian  to  myself.  Your  judgment  coQceming  my 
attempt  to  rescue  the  character  and  wtions  of  Ar^ 
thur  from  the  accumulated  shade  of  1200  years,  as 
it  is  the  result  of  a  careful  and  attentive  perusali 
has.  gratified  the  spirit  of  authorship  about  me  very 
much.  As  you  have  shewn  by  pointing  out  sonic 
of  the  faults  in  the  work,  tli^-t  you  are  superior  to 
the  usiHtl  mode  of  treating  authors,  I  lay  the  greater 
stress  upon  it ;  and,  as  you  had  taken  a  different  ^ 
route  in  your  own  work,  I  lay. still  greater.  You 
think,  however,  that  I  too  peremptorily  censured 
Dr.  Hurd  with  regard  to  his  asserted  origin  of  chi- 
valry, and  that  indeed,  my  origin  of  it  is  not  so  just 

as  his.  As  to  the  former^  I  am  ready  to  own,*  and 

I  do 

♦ 


Digitized  by  Google 


EDWARD  GIBBON,  ESQ. 


105 


I  do  voluntarily  acknowledge,  that  there  is  a  vrin 

of  presumptuousness'  and  decisiveness  running 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  first  as  well  as  the 
second  volume,- which  (after  1  had  published  the 
first)  I  stood  amazed  at  on  a  review ;  and  can  only 
account  for  my  being  betrayed  into  it,  by  the  na- 
tural sanguineness  of  my  temper,  heightened  by 
the  real  or  supposed  discoveries  that  I  had  made, 
and  venting  itself  uncorrected  in  the  solitude  of  a 
study.  And  I  corrected  it  in  my  second  edition  of 
the  1st  volume,  that  I  published  last  winter,  and 
have  also  corrected  it  some  weeks  ago  in  that  copy 
of  the  second  which  I  am  re-preparing  for  the 
press.  But  the  censure  itself  (if  it  may  be  called 
a  censure)  seems  to  me  to  be  just.  You  think, 
that  the  wliole  argument  for  my  placing  the  origin 
of  chivalry  in  the  age  of  Arthur,  rests  upon  this, 
that  his  warriors  shared  with  him  the  dangers  of 
battle  and  the  feast  of  victory :  but  I  apprehend 
that  it  does  not.  I  have  noted,  that  a  military 
order  appears  to  have  existed  among  Aitirar's 
knights,  from  the  continuance  of  it  near  100  years 
after  his  death  (p.  533  and  536) ;  and  this,  I  thirds, 
entirely  precludes  your  objection  and  Dr.  Kurd's 
hypothesis.. 

What  you  observe  concerning  the  enthusiasm  of 
my  style  and  sentiments  in  the  religious  part  of  the 
work,  is  more  just,  I  think.  Tliat  of  the  style  is 
the  natural  operation  of  my  over-viv^ity  when  I 
wrote  it,  near  five  years  ago,  raised  and  coloured 
by  what  (1  hope)  I  shall  ever  retain,  my  unbounded 
admiration  of  the  Christian  system.  But  I  had 
mellowed  and  softened  both  in  my  corrected  copy, 

before 
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before  I  received  yours,  nod  have  thrown  in  wcmc 
additional  softenings  since*  I  wish  to  write  like  a 
man  \v  lio  is  deeply  impressed  with  the  sensibilities 
of  religion ;  and  I  have  even  the  fond  desire  of 
speaking  usefully  to  the  heart,  when  I  am  gene- 
ral 1  y  writing  only  to  the  head.  But  I  do  not  want 
to  counteract  my  own  purposes.  I  know  the  phi- 
losophic air  of  coldness  wi^  which  the  present  age 
affects  to  receive  any  notices  of  religion  :  and 
some  prudential  deference  must  be  paid  to  the  irre- 
ligious humour.  You  think  that  I  have  not  paid 
enough ; — and  so  I  think.  The  monkish  bigotry 
of  the  Saxon  king3i  which  you  note  to  be  touched 
with  too  gende  an  hand,  and  which,  I  think,  waa 
not  touched  at  all,  I  have  now,  in  consequence  of 
your  letter,  animadverted  upon  in  tliat  sort  of 
transitoiy  manner,  however,  which  aJoae  was 
suited  to  the  design  of  the  paragraph,  and  the  turn 
of  the  sentiments.  My  ^*  rough  treatment  of  Plu- 
tarch," though  tolerabdy  gentle^  I  think,  I  have 
softened  stiU  more,  on  the  credit  of  your  hint : 
and  my  rougher  of  Mr.  Hume  will  be  discarded, 
not  perhi^  for  less  severity,  but  for  greater  gen^ 
teelnessw  All  that  relates  to  him*  will  be  thrown 
together  into  the  Appendix,  be  greatly  enlarged, 
and  so  form  a  regular  criticism  for  tlie  Saxon  pe- 
riod. And  the  remarks  will  be  written  in  a  more 
critical  and  historical  manner.  My  treatment  of 
Socrates,  which  you  think  harsh,  seems  to  me 
highly  complimental.  Complimental  it  certainly 
is,  with  regard  to  his  general  character.  And  the 
only  supposable  harslmess  is,  that  he  is  said  to 
have  lived  and  died  a  poly  theist 

The 
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Hie  avarice  and  ambition  of  the  Saxon  clergy, 

you  think,  I  have  also  touched  too  gently ;  and  I 
did  not  mean  to  touch  it  at  ail.  AU  that  I  have 
said  relates  merely  to  the  emoluments  and  honoun 
conferred  upon  them :  and  do  those  necessarily 
imply  avarice,  or  tliese  ambition,  in  the  rec^eivers  ? 
I  own  that  my  work  would  have  been  better 
adapted  to  the  taste  of  many  in  die  present  time, 
if  I  had,  with  one  of  Mr.  Hume's  superior  airs, 
treated  the  clergy  v^ry  freely ;  inveighed  against 
ambition  in  them,  and  yet  considered  it  as  the 
great  stimulus  to  virtuous  actions  in  the  laity,  and 
branded  them  for  an  avarice  which  was  founded 
only  in  the  surmises  of  an  ungenerous  suspicion. 
But  surely  it  does  not  become  any  man  of  senti- 
ment and  spirit  to  write  in  the  strain  of  popular 
prejudice,  and  to  sacrifice  die  praises  of  future  ge- 
nerations to  the  applause  of  the  present.  The 
time  will  soon  come,  when  this  momentary  vapour 
will  give  way  to  otfien,  be  lost  and  forgotten  in 
the  common  mass,  or  be  remembered  only  for  a 
while,  because  of  the  odd  and  fantastic  shapes  that 
it  assumed.  And  this  will  serve  equally  as  my 
apology  for  the  assertion  which  seems  so  striking 
to  you,  that  of  the  divine  institution  of  tythes. 
They  appear  to  me  to  be  as  divine  now,  as  they  are 
acknowledged  to  have  been  at  first :  and  I  see  not, 
how  the  argument  that  is  urged  in  the  te^t  for 
their  divinity^  can  possibly  be  overthroMm.*  In 

•  It  b  no  mall  reproach  to  tiit  kimun  midentiiiKiing,  that  a 
man  of  Mr.  Whitaker's  abilities  should  maintain  svch  opinions. 
It  was  supposed,  to  the  credit  of  the  English  clergy,  that  scarcely 

one 
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condescension  however  to  the  world,  I  have  struck 

out  the  whole  paragraph  in  the  notes  upon  Mr. 
Hume,  in  which  the  subject  was  gone  over  more 
formally  agsun;  and  I  leave  ^  the  whole  to  stand 
upon  what  is  said  in  p.  790,  791. 

I  have  thus  replied  more  largely  than  I  at  first 
intended,  to  your  very  obliging  let};er,  Sir ;.  and  I 
should  sooner  have  acknowledged  the  favour,  had 
I  not  been  deeply  engaged  in  revising,  coxrecting, 
and  enlarging  my  second  volume  for  the  press. 
This  has  fully  employed  me  since  my  arrival  in  the 
country,  and  will  take  up  all  my  time,  I  suppose, 
till  my  return.  In  tlie  mean  while,  I  hope  you 
are  engaged  in  the  usefuUer  business  of  preparing 
your  history  for  the  public :  no  time,  I  think, 
should  be  lost,  in  justice  to  yourself  as  well  as  the 
public ;  and  I  should  have  been  glad,  if  I  cpuld  have 
been  of  half  the  service  to  you  in  it,  that  you  have 
been  of  to  me. 

When  your  favour  arrived,  I  liad  been  three  or 
four  days  wishing  to  have  some  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you,  but  could  not  think  of  any  but  our 
old.  subjects.  Your  letter  happily  delivered  me' 
from  the  embarrassment:  and  I  hope  to  hear 
speedily  from  you  again.  I  should  be  very  sorry  ' 
to  have  our  acquaintance,  and  (I  hope  I  may  add) 
our  friendship,  even  suspended  for  Ihe  long  inter- 
val of  my  absence  from  London:  and  we  shall 

• 

one  of  them  in  this  enlightened  age  believed  in,  or  insisted  on, 
the  dnmtfy  of  tythes.  Their  divinity  is  surely  now  no*  more  ac- 
knowledged than  that  of  all  those  laws  of  Moses  contained  in  -the 
Levitic  Code,  which  were  abolished  on  the  introduction  of  Cluris* 
tianity.  S. 

z  meet 
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meet  there,  I  trusty  on  my  return,  as  old  friends 
that  know,  and  therefore  value  each  oilier.  In 

that  confidence  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Your  favoured  and  obedient  friend  and  Servant, 

J.  Whitaker. 

P.  S.  Salmasius's  derivation  of  our  clerical  cas- 
socks from  the  Gaulish  caracallae,  I  think  is  one  of 
those  wild  vagaries  of  etymology  that  have  so 
greatly  discredited  the  science.  Cassock  is  casul 
in  Armorick,  a  priest's  cope,  and  cami  and  casog 
in  Welsh  and  Irish,  a  cassock. 

MsDcliester,  July  20, 1773.  .  . 

XXXVIII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Holroyd,  Esq,  (it 

Edinburgh. 

V 

Dear  Holroyd,  Bentiuck-street,  Aug»  7, 1 77S. 

I  BEG  ten  thousand  pardons  for  not  being  dead, 
as  I  certainly  ought  to  be.  But  sudi  is  my  ab- 
ject nature,  that  I  had  rather  live  i^  Bentinck- 
street,  attainted  and  convicted  of  the  sin  of  lazi- 
ness, than  enjoy  your  applause  either  at  old  Nick's 
or  even  in  the  Elysian  Fields.  After  all^  .could  you 
expect  that  I  should  honour  with  my  correspond- 
ence a  wild  barbarian  of  the  Bogs  of  Erin  ?  Had 
tiie  natives  intercepted  my  letter,  the  terrors  oc- 
casioned by  such  unknown  magic  characters  might 
have  been  fatal  to  you.  But  now  you  have  escaped 
the  fury  of  their  hospitality ,.iuid.aj.*e  arrived  among 
a  cee-vi-leezed  nation,  I  may  venture  to  renew  my 
intercourse. 

You 
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You  teli  me  of  a  long  list  of  dukes,  lorcb,.  and 
chieftaiiis  of  renown  to  whom  you  are  introduoed ; 

\v  ere  I  with  you,  I  should  prefer  one  Da'cid  to  them 
all.  When  you  are  at  Edinburgh,  I  hope  you  will 
not  fail  to  visit  the  atye  of  that  fattest  of  Epicurus's 
hogs,  and  inform  yourself  whether  there  remains 
no  hope  of  its  recovering  the  use  of  its  right  paw. 
There  is  another  animal  of  greatf  though  not  per<* 
haps  of  equal,  and  certainly  not  of  similar  merit, 
one  Robertson  9  has  he  almost  created  the  new 
world  ?  Many  other  men  you  have  undoubtedly 
seen,  in  the  country  where  you  arc  at  present,  who 
must  have  commanded  your  esteem :  but  when  you 
return,  if  you  axe  not  very  honest,  you  will  possess 
great  advantages  over  me  in  any  dispute  concerning 
Caledonian  merit. 

Boodle's  and  Atwood^s  are  now  no  more.  The 
last  stragglers,  and  Godfrey-  Clarke  in  the  rear  of 
all,  are  moved  away  to  their  several  castles ;  and  I 
now  enjoy,  in  the  midst  of  London,  a  delicious 
sblitode.  My  library,  KensingtoirOardena,  and  a 
few  parties  with  new  acquaintance  who  are  chained 
to  London,  (among  whom  I  reckon  Goldsmith  and 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,)  fill  up  my  time,  atid  th^ 
monster  Ennui  preserves  a  very  respectful  distance. 
By  the  bye,  your  friends  Batt,  Sir  John  Russell, 
and  Lascelles,  dined  with  me  one  day  before  they 
setoff;  for  I  sometimes  give  the  prettiest  little  din- 
ner in  the  world*  But  all  this  composure  draws 
near  its  conchi.$ion.  About  the  sixteenth  of  this 
month  Mr.  Eliot  carries  me  away,  and  after  pick-« 
ing  up  Mrs.  Gibbon  at  3ath,  sets  me  down  at  Port 

Eliot? 
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£liot :  there  I  shall  certainly  remain  six  weeks,  or, 
in  other  VfcidB,  to  the  end  of  Sq>tember.  My 
fiiture  motions,  whether  to  London,  Derbyshire, 
or  a  longer  stay  in  Cornwall,  (pray  is  not  "  motion 
to  stay"  ratheir  m  the  Hibernian  style  ?)  will  depead 
on  the  life  of  Port  Eliot,  the  time  of  the  meeting 
of  paiiiament,  and  perhaps  the  impatience  of  Mr. 
Lovegrove^  Lord  of  Lenborough.  One  of  my 
pleasures  in  town  I  forgot  to  mention,  the  unex- 
pected visit  of  Dey verdun,  who  accompanies  his 
young  lord  (very  young  indeed !)  on  a  two  months' 
tpur  to  England.  He  took  the  opportunity  of  the 
Earl  s  going  down  to  the  Duke  of  Chandos's,  to 
spend  a  fortnight  (nor  do  I  recollect  a  more  plea* 
sant  one)  in  Bentinck-street.  They  are  now  gone 
together  into  Yorkshire,  and  I  think  it  doubtful 
whether  I  shall  see  him  again  before  his  return  to 
Leipsic.  It  is  melancholy  reflection,  that  while 
one  is  plagued  with  acquaintance  at  the  corner  of 
eyery  street,  real  friends  should  be  separated  from 
each  other  by  unsurmount^ible  bars,  and  obliged  to 
catch  at  a  few  transient  moments  of  interview.  I 
desire  that  you  and  my  Lady  (whom  I  most  respect^ 
fully  greet)  would  take  your  share  of  that  very  new  , 
and  acute  observation,  not  so  large  a  share  indeed 
as  my  Swiss  friend,  since  nature  and  fortune  giv^ 
ns  more  frequent  opportunities  of  being  together* 
You  cannot  expect  news  from  a  desert,  and  such  is 
London  at  present.  The  papers  give  you  the  full 
harvest  of  public  intelligence ;  and  I  imagine  that 
tiie  eloquent  nymphs  of  Twickenham  *  communi- 

*  Mill  Cambridgef . 

Gate 


Digitized 


112 


LETTERS  TO  A\D  FtlOM 


cate  all  the  transactions  of  the  polite,  the  amorouSi 
and  the  marrying  world.  The  great  pantominie  of 
Portsmouth  was  universally  admired ;  and  I  am 
angry  at  my  own  laziness  in  neglecting  an  excel- 
lent opportunity  of  seeing  it.  Foote  has  given  us  * 
the  Bankrupt,  a  serious  and  sentimental  piece,  with 
very  severe  strictures  oii  the  license  of  scandal  in 
attacking  private  characters.  Adieu.  Forgive  and 
epistolize  me.  I  shall  not  believe  you  sincere  in 
the  former,  unless  you  make  iknitiiick-street  your 
inn.  I  fear  I  shall  be  gone ;  but  Mis.  Ford  *  and 
the  parrot  will  be  proud  to  receive  you  and 
Lady  after  your  long  peregrination,  from  which  I 
expect  great  improvements.  Has  she  got  the 
brogue  upon  the  tip  of  her  tongue 

XXXIX. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  HbLROVD,  Esq. 

Dbar  Holrotd,  Port  Eliot,  Sept.  10th,  1773, 

By  this  time  you  have  surely  finished  your  tour, 
touched  at  Edinburgh,  where  you  found  a  letter, 
which  you  have  not  answered,  and  are  now  con- 
templating the  beauties  of  tlie  Weald  of  Sussex. 
I  shall  demand  a  long  and  particular  account  of 
your  peregrinations,  but  will  excuse  it  till  we  meet; 
and  for  the  present  expect  only  a  short  memoran- 
dum of  your  health  and  situation,  together  with 
that  of  my  much-honoured  friend  Mrs.  Holioyd. 

*  ■*  His  liousekceper. 

'  t  ^^f.  and  Mrs.  Holroyd  made  a  tour  to  Ireland  a^d  Scotland 
this  summer. 

A  word 
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Holroyd.  A  word  too,  if  you  please,  ccfncerning 
fatliei  and  sister ;  to  the  latter  I  enclose  a  receipt 
fh>m  Mrs.  Gibbon  who  is  now  with  me  at  Port  EAioU 

Blind  as  you  accuse  me  of  Being  to  the  beauties 
of  nature,  I  am  wonderfully  pleased  with  this 
country.  Of  her  three  dull  notes,  ground,  planU^ 
and'  zifater,  Cornwall  possesses  the  first  and  last 
in  very  high  perfection.  Think  of  a  hundred  soli* 
^tary  streams  peacefully  gliding  between  amazing 
cliffs  on  one  side,  and  rich  meadows  on  the  other^ 
gradually  swelling  by  the  aid  of  the  tide  into  noble 
ris  ers,  successively  losing  themselves  in  each  other^ 
and  all  at  length  terminating  in  the  harbour  of 
Plymouth,  Mhose  broad  expanse  is  irregularly 
dotted  with  tvvo-and-forty  line  of  battle  ships.  In 
plants  indeed  we  are  deficient ;  and  though  all  the 
gentlemen  now  attend  to  posterity,  the  country 
will  for  a  long  time  be  very  naked.  We  have  spent 
several  days  agreeably  enough  in  little  parties ;  but 
in  general  our  time  rolls  away  in  complete  uni- 
formity. Our  landlord  possesses  neither  a  pack  of 
houndfs,  nor  a  stable  of  running  horses,  nor  a  large 
farm,  nor  a  good  library.  The  last  only  could  in- 
terest me ;  but  it  is  singular  that  a  man  of  fortune, 
who  chooser  to  pass  nine  montlis  of  the  year  in  the 
country,  should  have  none  of  them.  • 

According  to  our  present  design,  Mrs.  G ibbon  and 
myself  return  to  JBath  about  the  beginning  of  next 
month*  I  shall  probably  make  but  a  short  stay 
with  her,  and  defer  my  Derbyshire  journey  till  ano- 
ther year.  Sufficient  for  the  summer  is  the  evil 
thereof,  viz*  one  distant  country  excursion.  Na« 

VOL.  IX,  t  tural 
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tural  inclination,  ikhe  prosecution  of  my  great  work, 

and  the  conclusion  of  my  Lenborough  business, 
plead  strongly  in  favour  of  London.  .However  I 
desire,  and  one  always  finds  time  for  what  one 

really  desires,  to  visit  Sheffield-Place  before  the  end 
of  October,  should  it  only  be  for  a  few  days.  I 
know  several  houses  where  I  am  invited  to  think 
myself  at  home,  but  I  know  no  other  where  I  seem 
inclined  to  accept  of  the  invitation.  I  forgot  to 
tell  you,  that  I  have  declined  the  publication  of 
Lord  Chesterfield's  Letters.  The  public  will  see 
them,  and  upon  the  whole,  I  think,  with  pleasure  ; 
but  the  family  were  strongly  bent  against  it ;  and 
especially  on  Deyverdun's  account,  I  deemed  it 
more  prudent  to  avoid  making  them  my  personal 
enemies. 

Mr.  GiBBOK  to  Mr,  Holrotd. 

Bentinck-street,  Dec.  l6tk»  177 S, 

To  the  vulgar  eye  of  an,  idle  man,  London  is 
empty ;  but  I  find  many  pleasant  companions,  both 
dead  and  alive.  Two  or  three  days  ago  I  dined  at 
Atwbod's  with  a  very  select  party.  Lord  G.  Ger- 
maine  was  of  it,  and  w  c  communed. a  long  time. 
Yeu  know  Lord  Holland  is  paying  Charles's  d^bts.  * 
They  amount  to  140,0001.  At  a  meeting  of  the  cre- 
ditors, his  agent  declared,  that  after  deducting 
60001.  a-yeai*  settled  on  Ste,"^  and  a  decent  provi- 

•  »  The  Hon.  Stephen  Fox,-eldest  soin  of  L6rd  HoUuid. 
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Saon  for  his  old  age,  the  residue  of  his  wealth 
amounted  to  no  more  than  90,000L  The  creditors 
stared^  till  Mr.  Powell  declared  that  he  owed  every- 
thing to  the  noble  Lord ;  that  he  happened  to  have 
50,0001.  in. long  annuities,  and  begged  that  he 
might  be  permitted  to  supply  the  deficiency^  How 
generous !  Yet  there  are  people  who  say  the 
money  only  stood  in  his  name.  My  brother  Ste's 
son  is  a  second  Messiah,  said  Charles  the  other  day« 
How  so  ?  Because  born  for  the  destruction  of  the 
Jews. 

N»  XLl. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

January  29th^  1774* 

I  AM  now  getting  acquainted  with  authors,  ma^ 
nagers,  &c.  good  company  to  know,  but  not  to  live 
with.  Yesterday  I  dined  at  the  British  Coffee* 
house,  with'Garrick,  Coleman,  Goldsmith,  Mac- 
pherson,  John  Hume,  &c.  I  am  this  moment  come 
from  Cdlmian's  Man  of  Business.  dined  at 
th6  Shakespeare^  and  went  in  a  body  to  support  it. 
Between  friends,  though  w  e  got  a  verdict  for  our 
client,  his  cause  was  but  a  bad  one.  '  It  is  a  very 
confused  miscellany  of  several  plays  and  tale§$ 
sets  out  brilliantly  enough,  but  as  we  advance  the 
plot  grows  thicker,  the  wit  thinner,  till  the  lucky 
ftM  of  the  curtain  preserves  us  fiiom  total  chao^. 
•  Bentinck-street  ha^  visited  Wei  beck-street.  Sap- 
.  pho  is  very  happy  that  she  is  ther^  yet;  on 
Slieffield-Plaoe  she  squints  wit^  repet  and  grati- 
«  1 2  tudc. 
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tnde.  '  Mamma^comulted  me  about  buying  coals ) 
we  cannot  get  any  round  ones.  Quintus  is  gone 
to  head  the  civil  war.  Of  Mrs.  ♦  *  ♦  *  I  have  no- 
thing to  say.  I  have  got  my  intelligence  for  in* 
suring,  and  will  immediately  get  the  preservative 
against  fire.  Foster  lias  seat  me  eight-and-twenty 
pair  of  Paris  silk  stockings,  with  an  intimation 
that  my  lady  wished  for  half-a-dozen.  They  are 
much  at  her  service;  but  if  she  will  look  into 
David  Hume's  Essay  on  National  Characters,  sh^ 
will  see  that  I  durst  not  offer  them  to  a  Queen  of 
Spain.  Sachez  quunc  reine  d'Espagm  ria  point 
jambti*  Adieu. 

XLIL 

£dwari>  Gibbon,  Esq*  to  J.  Holrovd,  Esq. 

We  have  conquered ;  •  ♦  *  was  amazed  at  the 
tempest  just  ready  to  break  over  his  head.  .  He 
does  not  desire  to  go  to  law,  wishes  to  live  inpeace^ 

has  no  complaints  to  make,  hopes  for  a  little  in- 
dulgence. Hugmin  is  nm»  in  the.  attitude  of  St. 
Michael  trampling  upon  Satan;  he  holds  him  down, 
till  Andrews  has  prepared  a  little  chain  of  ' adamant 
to  bind  the  foul  tiend.  In  return,  receive  my  conr 
gratulation  on  your  Irish  victory.  Batt  told  me 
yesterday,  as  from  good  authority,  that  administra- 
tion designed  a  second  attempt  this  session;  but 
jUHky  I  have  it  from  much  better,  that  they  always 
discouraged  it,  and  that  it  was  totalli/  an  Hibernian 
schmc.   You  remark  that  I  saw  Batt.   He  passed 

two 
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two  hours  with  me ;  a  pleasant  man !  He  and  Sir 
John  Russell  dine  with  me  next  week :  you  will 
haoe  both  their  portraits;  the  originals  are  en^ 
gaged. 

XLIIL 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

m 

February,  1774. 

Did  you  get  down  safe  and  early  ?  Is  my  Lady 
in  good  spirits  and  humour?   You  do  not  deserve 

that  she  should,  for  hurrying  her  away.  Does 
Maria  coquet  with  Divedownr*  Adieu.  Bentiack* 
street  looks  very  dismal.  You  may  suppose  Aat 
nothing  very  important  can  have  occurred  since 
you  left  town :  but  I  will  send  you  some  account 
of  America  after  Monday,  though  indeed  my 
anxiety  about  an  old  manor  takes  away  much  of 
my  attention  from  a  new  continent.  The  mildne&s 
of  Godfrey  Clarke  is  roused  uito  military  fuiy; 
he  is  but  an  old  Tory,  and  you  only  suppose  your- 
self an  old  Whig.  I  alone  am  a  true  Englishman, 
Philosopher,  and  Whig. 

N**  XLIV. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Boodle'f,  Wednesday  Evening,  March  16th,  1774. 

I  WAS  this  morning  with  •  •  *.  He  was  posi- 
tive that  the  attempt  to  settle  the  preliminaries  of 
arbitration  by  letters,  would  lead  us  on  to  tlie 

*  Rev.  Dr.  Dive  Downet. 
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middle  of  the  summer,  and  that  a  meeting  was  the 

only  practicable  measure.  I  ac  ({uicsced,  and  we 
blended  his  epistle  and.yours  into  one,  which  goes 
by  this  post   If  you  can  contrive  to  suit  to  it  your 

Oxford  journey,  your  presence  at  the  meeting 
would  be  received  as  the  descent  of  a  guardian 
angel, 

Very  little  tliat  is  satisfactory  has  transpired  of 
America,  On  Monday  Lord  North  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  ^  bill  to  remove  the  customs  and  courts 
of  justice  from  Boston  to  New  Salem ;  a  step  sode* 
trimental  to  the  former  town,  as  must  soon  reduce 
it  to  your  own  terms ;  and  yet  of  so  mild  an  ap« 
peSfance,  that  it  was  agreed  to,  Mrithmit  a  divisiofn, 
imd  almost  without  a  debate.  Something  more  is, 
However,  intended,  and  a  committee  is  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  general  stkte  of  America.  Btil? 
administration  keep  their  secret  as  well  as  that  of 
free  masoniy,  and,  as  Qippesley  Coxe  profanely 
suggests,  for  the  same  reason. 

Don't  you  remember  that  in  our  pantheon  walks 
we  admired  the  modest  beauty  6f  Mrs.  *  *  *  *  ?  Eh 
bien,  alas !  she  is  *  *  *.  You  ask  me  with  whom  ? 
With  *  ♦  ♦  * ,  of  the  Guards  ;  both  the  *  ♦  ♦  *'s  ; 
*  *  *  *,  a  steward  of  *  *  *  *'s,  her  lirst  love,  and 
half  the  town,  besides:  A  meeting  of  ♦  ♦  *  •'s 
friends  assembled  about  a  week  ago,  to  consult  of 
the  best  method  of  acquainting  him  with  his  frontal 
honours. .  Edmund  Burke  was  named  as  the  orator^, 
and  communicated  the  transaction  in  a  most  elo^ 
quent  speech. 

.     fi.  The  same  lady,  who  at  public  dinners  ap* 
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peared  to  have  the  most  dcHcate  appetite,  was  ac- 
customed in  her  own  apartment  to  feast  on  pork- 
steaks  and  sausages,  and  to  swiU  porter  till  she  was 
dead  drunk.  *  ♦  •  is  abused  by  the  *  *  *  family, 
has  been  bullied  by  *  *  *,  and  can  prove  himself 
a  ComutOy  to  the  satis&ction  of  every  one  but  a 
court  of  justice.    Oh  rare  matrimony ! 

XLV. 

J&pwARD  Gibbon,  Esf,  to  J.  Holrotd,  Esg. 

r  ■  J.  March  2S>th,  1774. 

America.  Had  I  written  Saturday  night,  as  I 
once  intended,  fire  and  sword,  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  high  treason  tried  in  England,  in  consequence 
of  the  refusal,  would  have  formed  my  letter. 
Lord  North,  however,  opened  a  most  lenient  pre-  • 
scription  last  night;  and  the  utmost  attempt  to* 
wards  a  new  settlement  seemed  to  be  no  more  than 
investing  the  governors  with  a  greater  share  of 
executive  power,  nomination  of  civil  officers, 
(judges,  however,  for  life,)  and  some  regulations 
of  juries.  The  Boston  port  bill'  passed  the  Lords 
last  night;  some  lively  conversation,  but  no.  di- 
vision. 

Bentinck'Street.  Rose  Fuller  was  against  the 
Boston  port  bill,  and  against  liis  niece's  going  to 
Boodle's  masquerade,  He  was  laughed  at  in  the 
first  instance,  but  succeeded  in  the  second.  Sa])pl  lo 
and  Fanny  very  indifferent  (as  mamma  says)  about 
going.   They  seem  of  a  different  opinion.  Adieu. 
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N»  XLVI. 

Edwahd  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  J.  Holrotd,  Esj. 

DsAft  Hoi.ROTpy  April  52d,  1774. 

You  owe  nic  a  letter ;  so  this  extra  goes  only  to 
acquaint  ypu  A\4th  a  misfortune  th^t  has  just  hap- 
pened to  poor  Clarke,  and  which  he  really  considers 
9»  such,  the  loss  of  a,  very  excellent  father.  The 
blow  was  sudden ;  a  thin  little  man,  as  abstemious  as 
a  hermit,  was  destroyed  by  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  in 
hia  coach  as  he  was  going  to  dinner.  He  appeared 
perfectly  well,  and  only  two  d^ys  before  had  very 
good-naturedly  dined  with  us  at  4  tavern,  a  thing 
he  had  not  done  for  many  years  before,  I  am  th^* 
only  person  Clarke  wishes  to  see,  except  his  own 
family ;  and  I  pass  gre^t  p^rt  of  the  day  with 
)iim.   A  line  from  ypu  would  be  kindly  received. 

Great  news,  you  see,  from  India,  Tanjour  four 
Hundred  thousand  pounds  to  tlie  Company.  Suj^ 
Dowla  six  hundred  thousand.  Tyger  Roch  is  cer- 
tainly got  off  from  the  Cape  to  Mauritius  in  4 
^French  ship.  Adieu. 

N*^  XLVIL 

yAe  Same  to  the  Same. 

April  IStb,  1774, 

At  length  I  am  a  little  mor^  at  liberty.  GocU 
frey  Clarke  went  out  of  town  this  morning.  In« 

stead  of  going  directly  into  Derbyshire,  where  he 
WOidd  baye  been  overwhelmed  with  vifiiits^i  ^c.  h% 

has 
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has  taken  his  sistcnr,  brother,  fnd  aunts  to  a  villa 
near  Faraham,  in  which  he  has  the  happiness  of 
having  no  neighbourhood.  If  my  esteem  an4 
friendship  for  Godfrey  had  been  capable  of  any  ad- 
dition,* it  would  have  been  very  much  increased  by 
the  manner  in  which  he  felt  and  lamented  liis 
father's  death.  He  is  now  in  very  different  cir- 
cumstances than  before;  instead  of  an  easy  and 
ample  allowance,  he  has  taken  possession  of  a  great 
estate,  with  low  rents  and  high  incumbrances.  I 
hope  the  one  may  make  amends  for  the  other : 
under  your  conduct  I  am  sure  they  would,  and  I 
have  freely  offered  him  your  assistance,  in  case  he 
should  wish  to  apply  for  it. 

In  the  mean  time  I  must  not  forget  my  own 
affairs,  which  seem  to  be  covered  with  inextricably 
perplexity.  *  *  as  I  mentioned  about  a  cen- 
tury ago,  promised  to  see  •  •  *  and  his  attorney, 
and  to  oil  the  wheels  of  the  arbitration.  As  yet  I 
have  not  heard  from  him.  I  have  some  thoughts  of 
writing  myself  to  the  jockey,  stating  the  various 
steps  of  the  affair,  and  offering  him,  with  polite 
firmness,  the  immediate  choice  of  Cliancery  or  ar- 
bitrntion. 

For  the  time,  liowever,  I  forgot  all  these  diffi- 
culties, in  the  present  enjoyment  Dey  verdun'q 
company ;  and  I  glory  in  thinking,  that  although 
my  house  is  small,  it. is  just  of  a  sufficient  si;se  to 
hold  my  real  friends,  male  and  female  ;  among  the 
latter  my  Lady  liold»  the  very  first  place. 

We  are  all  quiet. — American  business  is  sus- 
pended and  almost  forgot   The  other  day  we  had 

a  brisk 
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ti  brisk  report  of  a  Spanish  war.   tt  was  said  th^ 

had  taken  one  of  our  Leeward  Islands.  It  since 
turns  out,  tliat  we  are  the  invadersi  but  the  inva- 
sion is  trifling. 

Bien  obligS  non  (at  present)  for  your  invitation. 
I  wish  my  Lady  and  you  would  come  up  to  our 
masquerade  the  ^ird  of  May.  The  finest  thing 
ever  seen.  We  sup  in  a  transparent  temple  that 
costs  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 

N°  XLVIII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  J.  Holroyd,  Esq. 
Dear  Holrotd,  Apni  dlst,  1774i 

I  BEGIN  to  flag,  and  though  you  already  reproach 
me  as  a  bad  correspondent,  I  much  fear  that  I  shall 
every  week  become  a  more  hardened  sinner.  Be- 
sides the  occasional  obstructions  of  Clarke  and 
Dey verdun,  I  must  intreat  you  to  consider,  with 
your  usual  candour,  1.-  The  aversion  to  epistolary 
conversation,  which  it  has  pleased  the  daemon  to 
implant  in  my  nature.  2.  That  I  am  a  very  fine 
gentleman,  a  subscriber  to  the  masqnerade,  where 
you  and  my  Lady  ought  to  come,  and  am  now 
writing  at  Boodle  s,  in  a  fine  velvet  coat,  with 
ruffles  of  n^  lady's  choosing,  &c.  3.  That  the 
aforesaid  fine  gentleman  is  likewise  an  historian ; 
and  in  truth,  when  I  am  writing  a  page,  i  do  not 
only  think  it  a  sufficient  reason  for  delay,  but  even 
consider  myself  as  writing  for  you,  and  that,  much 
more  to  the  purpose  than  if  I  were  sending  you 

the  little  tattle  of  the  town,  of  which  indeed  there 

is 
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js  none  stirring.  With  regard  to  America,  the 
Minister  seems  moderate,  and  the  House  obedient 
*  *  *'s  last  letter^  by  some  unaccountable  acci' 
dent,  had  never  reached  me ;  so  that  your*s,  in 
every  instance,  amazed  me.  1  immediately  dis- 
patched to  him  groans  and  approbation.  •  « 
however,  gives  me  very  little  uneasiness.  I  see 
that  he  is  a  bully,  and  that  I  have  a  stick.  But  the 
cursed  business  of  Lenborough,  in  the  midst  of 
study,  dissipation,  and  friendship,  at  times  almost 
distracts  me.  I  am  surely  in  a  worse  situation 
than  before  1  sold  the  estate>  and  wliat  distresses 
jne  is,  that 

Hi$  ^  mea  metat  rerum,  nec  iempora  potior 

Both  Dc\  vcrdun  and  Clarke  wish  to  he  reniem- 
foered  to  you.  The  former,  who  luis  more  taste  for 
the  country  than  ♦  *  •  •  could  wish  to  visit  you, 
hut  he  sets  out  in  a  few  days  for  the  continent  with 
Lord  Midleton.  Adieu. 

N'  XLIX. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

m 

D£AR  HoLROYD,  May  4th,  1774. 

Last  night  was  the  triumph  of  Boodle*s.  Our 
masquerade  cost  two  thousand  guineas ;  a  sum 
that  might  have  fertilized  a  province  (I  speak  it^ 
your  OMiTi  style)  vanished  in  a  few  hours,  but  not 
without  Icavins:  behind  it  the  fame  of  the  most 
splendid  and  elegant  J'ite  that  was  perhaps  evcv 
given  in  a  seat  of  the  arts  and  opulence.   It  would 

hp 
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be  as  difficult  to  describe  the  magnificenoe  of  the 

scene,  as  it  would  be  easy  to  record  the  humour  of 
the  night  The  one  was  aboye^  the  other  below, 
all  relation.  I  left  the  Pantheon  about  five  this 
morning,  rose  at  ten,  took  a  good  walk,  and  returned 
home  to  a  more  rational  entertaimnent  of  Batt,  Sir. 
John  Russell,  and  Laseelles,  who  dined  with  me.: 
They  have  left  me  this  moment;  and  were  I  to 
enumerate  the  things  said  of  Sheffield,  it  would, 
form  a  much  longer  letter  than  I  have  any  inclina* 
tion  to  write.  Let  it  suffice,  that  Sir  John  means 
to  pass  in  Sussex  the  interval  of  the.  two  terma^ 
Every  thing,  in  a  word,  goes  on  very  pleasantly, 
except  the  terrestrial  business  of  Lenborough. 
Last  Saturday  se'nnight  I  wrote  to  ♦  *  *  *,  to  press 
him  to  see  *  *  *,  and  urge  the  arbitration.  He 
has  not  condescended  to  answer  me.  All  is  a  dead, 
calm,  sometimes  more  fatal  than  a  storm.  For 
Qod's  sake  send  me  advice.  Adieu. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  Mrs.  Gibbon,  Bath. 

p£Aa  Madam,  Boodlt's,  May  24t]i,  1774. 

Do  you  remember  that  there  exists  in  the  world 
one  Edward  Gibbon,  a  housekeeper,  in  Bentinck- 
street?  If  the  standard  of  ivritingandof  affection 
were  the  same,  I  am  sure  he  would  ill-deserve  it. 
I  do  not  wish  to  discover,  how  many  days  (X  am 
afraid  I  ought  to  use  another  word)  have  elapsed 
since  the  date  of  my  last,  or  ev  en  of  your  last  letter, 
and  yet  such  is  the  sluggish  nature  of  the  beast^ 

that 
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Alt  I  am  afiaid  nothing  hut  the  arrival  of  Mrs. 

Bonfoy,  and  the  expectation  of  Mr.  Eliot,  could 
have  roused  me  from  my  lethargy.  The  Lady  gave 
me  great  satisfibctbn,  by  her  general  account  of 
your  health  and  spirits,  but  communicated  some 
uneasiness,  by  the  mention  of  a  little  encounter,  iu 
tihe  style  of  one.  of  Don  Quixote  but  which 
proved,  I  hope,  as  trifling  as  you  at  first  imagined 
it*  For  my  own  part,  I  am  well  in  mind  and  body, 
busy  with  my  books,  (which  may- perhaps  produce 
something  next  year,  either  to  tire  or  amuse  the 
world,)  and  every  day  more  satisfied  with  my  pre- 
sent inode  of  Ute,  which  I  always  beUeved  was 
calculated  to  make  me  happy.  My  only  remain- 
ing uneasiness  is  Lenborough,  which  is  not  termi- 
nated. By  Holroyd's  advice,  I  rather  try  what 
may  be  obtained  by  a  little  more  patience,  than 
rush  at  once  into  the  horrors  of  Chancery.  But 
let  us  talk  of  something  else.  Mrs.  Porten  g^ows 
younger  every  day.  You  remember,  I  think,  in 
Newman-street,  an  agreeable  woman,  Miss  W  *  ♦ 
The  under-secretary*  is  seriously  in  love  witli  her, 
and  seriously  uneasy  that  his  precarious  situation 
precludes  him  from  happiness.  We  sliall  soon  see 
which  will  get  the  better,  love  or  reason.  I  bet 
^  ^ree  to  two  on  love. 

Guess  my  surprise,  when  Mrs.  Gibbon  of  North- 
amptonshire suddenly  communicated  her  arrival. 
I  immediately  went  to  Surrey-street,  where  she 
.  lodged,  but  though  it  was  no  more  than  half  an 

*  Sir  Stanier  Porten. 

hour 
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hour  afier  nine,  the  Saint  had  finished  her  evenings 

devotions,  and  was  already  retired  to  rest.  Yester- 
day  morning  (by  appointment)  I  breakfasted  with 
her  at  eight  o'clock,  dined  with  her  to-daj  at  two 
in  Newman-street,  and  am  just  returned  from 
setting  her  down.  She  is,  in  truth,  a  very  great 
curio^ty :  her  dress  and  figui«  exceed  any  thtsig 
we  had  at  the  masquerade :  her  language  and  ideas 
belong  to  the  last  century.  However,  in  point  of 
religion  she  was  rational ;  that  is  to  say,  ^lent  i 
do  not  believe  that  she  asked  a  single  question,  or 
said  the  least  thing  concerning  it.  To  me  she  be- 
haved with  great  cordiality,  and  in  her  wojf  ex- 
pressed a  great  regard. 

,Mrs.  Portcn  tells  nic,  that  she  has  just  written  to 
you.  She  ought  to  go  to  a  masquerade  once  ^a  year* 
Did  you  think  her  such  a  girl? 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  most  truly  yours* 

N°  LI.  . 

£dtv:ard  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Holrotd,  Esq^ 

Boodle's,  May  24th,  1774. 

I  WROTE  three  folio  pages  to  you  this  morning, 
and  yet  you  complain.  Ha\'c  reason,  and  have 
mercy;  consider  all  the  excellent  reasons  for  silence 
which  I  gave  you  in  one  of  my  last,  and  expect 
my  arrival  in  Sussex,  when  I  shall  talk  more  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  tlian  I  could  write  in  a  day« 
A  propos  of  that  arrival;  never  pretend  to  allures 
me,  by  painting  in  odious  colours  the  dust  of  Lon- 
don,  I  love  the  dust,  and  whenever  I  move  into 

die 
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the  Weald^  it  is  to  visit  you  and  my  Lady^  and  not 

your  trees.  About  tlii.s-day-nionth  I  mean  to  give 
you  a  visitation.  1  leave  it: to  Guise,  Clarke,  and 
the  other  light-horse,  to  prance  down  for  a  day  or 
two.  They  all  talk  of  mounting,  but  will  not  fix 
the  day.  Sir  John  Kusscll,  whom  I  salute,  has 
brought  you,  I  suppose,  all  the  news  of  Versailles. 
Let  me  only  add,  that  the  Mesdames,  by  attending 
their  fatlier,  liavc  both  got  the  small-pox.  I  can 
make  nothing  of  ♦  *  *,  or  his  lawyer.  You  will 
swear  at  the  shortness  of  this  letter. — Swean 

N°  LII. 
The  Same  to  the  Same* 

Saturday  Evening,  August  27th,  177^- 

Br  your  submission  to  the  voice  of  reason,  you 
eased  me  of  a  heavy  load  of  anxiety,  I  did  not 
like  your  enterprise.  *♦•♦••♦*•♦.  As 
to  papers,  I  will  shew  you  that  I  can  keep  them 
safe  till  we  meet.  What  think  you  of  the  Turks 
and  Russians?  Romanzow  is  a  great  man.  lie 
wrote  an  account  of  his  amazing  success  to  Mous- 
kin  Pouskin  here,  and  declared  his  intention  of 
retiring  as  soon  as  he  liad  conducted  the  army 
home;  desiring  that  Pouskin  would  send  him  the 
best  pkn  he  could  procure  of  an  English  gentle- 
man's tkrm.  In  his  answer,  Pouskin  promised  to 
get  it ;  but  added,  that  at  the  same  time  he  should 
send  the  Empress  a  plan  of  Blenheim.  A  handsome 
compliment,  I  think.  My  Lady  and  Maria,  as 
usual. 
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N»  LIII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Eisq.  to  J.  HoLmrv,  Esq. 

Bentinck-^treety  Sept.  lOtfa,  1774. 

Since  Ilebefden  is  returned,  I  tliink  the  road 
lies  plain  before  you,  I  mean  the  turnpike  road; 
the  only  party  which  in  good  sense  can  be  embraced 
is,  without  delay,  to  bring  niy  Lady  to  Bentinck- 
streety  where  you  may  inlmbit  two  or  three  nights, 
and  have  any  advice  (Turton,  Heberden,  &c.) 
which  the  town  may  afthrd,  in  a  case  that  most 
assuredly  ought  not  to  be  trifled  witli.  Do  this  as 
you  value  our  good  opinion.  The  Cantabs  are 
strongly  in  the  same  sentiments*  There  can  be  no 
appreh^ions  of  late  hours,  &c.  as  none  of  Mrs. 
Holroyd's  raking  acquaintance  are  in  town.  ♦  *  *  • 
You  give  me  no  account  of  the  works.  When  do 
you  inhabit  the  library  ?  2  urn  cfoer — great  things 
await  you. 

It  is  siirelv  infinite  coiulescension  for  a  senator 
to  bestow  his  attention  on  tlieafiairsof  a  juryman. 
A  senator?   Yes,  Sir,  at  last 

— -Quod   ....   Dhum  promittere  nemo 
Jttderet,  vohenda  dies,  en  attuiit  ultro. 

Yesterday  morning,  about  half  an  liour  after  seven, 
as  I  was  destroying  an  army  of  Barbarians,  I  heard 
a  double  rap  at  the  door,  and  my  friend  Mr.  Eliot 
was  soon  intioduced.  After  some  idle  conversation 
he  told  me,  that  if  I  was  desirous  of  being  in  par- 
liament, he  had  an  independent  seat  very  much  at 
my  service.    •  •  «  ♦  This  is  a  fine  prospect 

opening 
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opening  upon  me,  and  if  next  spring  I  should  take 
my  seat,  and  publish  my  book,  it  will  be  a  very 
memorable  sera  in  my  life.  I  am  ignorant  whether 
my  borough  will  be  Leskeard  or  St.  Germains. 
You  despise  borouglis,  and  fly  at  nobler  game* 
Adieu* 

LIV. 

The  Sam  to  the  SaiM, 

December  l^d,  1774. 

I  SEND  you  inclosed  a  dismal  letter  from  Hugo- 
nin.  Return  it  without  delay,  with  observations^ 
A  manifesto  has  been  sent  to  *  *  *,  which  must, 
I  think,  produce  immediate  peace  or  war.  Adieu. 
We  shall  have  a  warm  day  on  the  address  next 
Jifonday«  A  number  of  young  members!  Whifc- 
shed,  a  dry  man,  assured  mc,  tliat  he  heard  one  of 
them  ask,  whether  the  king  always  sat  in  tliat 
chair,  pointing  to  the  Speakers.  Adien. 

*  * 

The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Boodle's,  Jan.  31st,  \77^» 

SoMiiTilif  ES  f^eople  do  not  write  because  they  are 

too  idle,  and  sometimes  because  they  are  too  busy. 
The  former  was  usually  my  case^  but  at  present  it 
is  the  latter.  The  fate  of  £urope  and  America 
seems  fully  sufficient  to  take  up  the  time  of  one 
man ;  and  especially  of  a  man  who  gives  up  a  great 
deal  of  time  for  the  purpose  of  public  and  private 
VOL.  II.  X  information. 


Digitized  by  Go. 


450  LETl'EHS  TO  AND  FEOH 

information.   I  think  I  have  sucked  Mauduit  and 

Hutcheson  very  dry ;  and  if  my  confidence  was 
equal  to  my  eloquence,  and  my  eloquence  to  my 
knowledge,  perhaps  I  might  make  no  very  intole- 
rable speaker.  At  all  events,  I  fancy  I  shall  try  to 
expose  myself. 

Semper  ego  auditor  tantum^  nunquamne  reponam  ? 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  more  and  more  convinced 
that  we  have  both  the  right  and  the  power  on  our 

side,  and  that,  though  the  effort  may  be  accompa- 
nied with  some  melancholy  circumstances,  we  are 
now  arrived  at  the  decisive  moment  of  preserving 
or  of  losing  for  ever,  both  our  trade  and  empire. 
We  expect  next  Thursday  or  Friday  to  be  a  very 
great  day.  Hitherto  we  have  been  chiefly  employed 
ill  reading  papers,  and  rejecting  petitions.  Petitions 
were  brought  from  London,  Bristol,  Norwich,  &c. 
framed  by  party,  and  designed  to  delay.  By  the 
aid  of  some  parliamentary  quirks,  they  have  beeri 
all  referred  to  a  separate  inactive  committee,  winch 
Burke  calls  a  committee  of  oblivion,  and  are  now 
considered  as  dead  in  law.  I  could  write  you  fifty 
little  House  of  Coninions  stories,  but  from  their 
number  and  nature  they  suit  better  a  conference 
than  a  letter.  Our  general  divisions  are  about  two 
Imndred  and  fifty  to  eighty  or  ninety.  Adieu. 
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N°  LVI. 

Edwjlrd  Gibbon,  E^q.  to  Mrs.  Gibbon,  Batli. 

Dear  Madam,  London,  Jan.  31st,  1775. 

An  idle  man  has  no  time,  and  a  busy  man  very 
little.  As  yet  the  House  of  Commons  turns  out 
very  well  to  me,  and  though  it  should  never  prove 
of  any  real  benefit  to  me,  I  find  it  at  least  a  very 
agreeable  cofFee-liouse.  We  are  pluniz;ing  every 
day  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  great  business  of 
America;  and  I  have  hitherto  been  a  zealous, 
though  silent,  friend  to  the  cause  of.governnient, 
which,  m  this  instance^  I  think  the  cause  of  Eng- 
land. I  passed  about  ten  days,  as  I  designed,  at 
Uppark.  I  found  Lord  *  *  *  and  fourscore  fox- 
bounds. 

The  troubles  of  Benton  are  perfectly  composed, 

and  the  insurgents  reduced  to  a  state,  though  not  a 
temper,  of  submission.  You  may  suppose  I  heard 
a  great  deal  of  Petersfield.  Lutterell  means  to 
convict  your  friend  of  bribery,  to  transport  him  for 
using  a  second  time  old  stamps,  and  to  prove  that 
Petersfield  is  still  a  part  of  the  manor  of  Benton. 
I  remain  an  impartial  spectator.  I  am,  dear  Madam, 
most  truly  yours.  v 

LVII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J*  B.  Holboyd,  Esq. 

February  8th,  1775. 

I  AK  not  —  ^  according  to  your  charitable 

wishes,  because  I  have  not  acted;  there  was  such 

K  2  an 
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an  inuiiflation  of  speakers,  yonnn^  speakers  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  both  on  Thursday  in  the  grand 
committee,  and  Monday  on  the  report  to  the  Uousef^ 
that  neither  Lord  George  Germaine  nor  myself 
could  find  room  for  a  single  word.  The  principal 
men  both  days  were  Fox  and  Wedderbume,  on  the 
opposite  sides;  the  latter  displayed  his  usual 
talents ;  the  fonner,  taking  the  vast  compass  of  the 
question  l)efore  us,  discovered  powers  for  regular 
debate,  which  neither  his  friends  hoped,  nor  his 
enemies  chcaded.  We  voted  an  address,  (three 
hundred  and  four  to  one  hundred  and  five,)  of  lives 
and  fortunes,  declaring  Massachussets  Bay  in  a  state 
of  rebellion.  Wore  troops,  but  I  fear  not  enough, 
go  to  America,  to  make  an  ai*my  of  ten  thousand 
.  men  at  Boston ;  three  generals  Howe,  Bnrgoyne, 
and  Clinton.  In  a  few  days  we  stop  the  ports  of 
New  England.  I. cannot  write  volumes;  but  I 
am  more  and  more  convinced,  that  with  firmness 
all  mav  ffo  well :  yet  I  sometimes  don])t.  I  am 
now  writing  with  ladies,  (Sir  S.  Porten  and  his 
bride,)  and  two  card-tables,  in  the  library.  As  to 
my  silence,  judge  of  my  situation  by  last  Monday. 
I  am  on  the  Grenvillian  committee  of  Downton, 
We  always  sit  irom  ten  to  three  and  a  half ;  after 
which,  that  day,  I  went  into  the  House,  and  sat  till 
tluee  in  the  morning.  Adieu. 
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LVIII, 

Edward  Gibbon^  Esq.  to  J.  B.  Holrotd,  Esq. 

Feb.  25th,  1775. 

We  go  on  with  regard  to  America,  if  we  can  be 
said  to  go  on;  for  on  last  Monday  a  conciliatory 
motion  of  allowing  the  Colonies  to  tax  themselves, 
was  introduced  by  Lord  North,  in  the  midst  of  lives 
and  fortunes,  war  and  famhie.  Vs  q  went  into  the 
House  in  confusion,  every  moment  expecting  that . 
the  Bedfords  would  fly  into  rebellion  against  those 
measures.  Lord  North  rose  six  times  to  appease 
the  storm,  but  all  in  vain ;  till  at  length  Sir  Gilbert 
declared  for  administration,  and  the  troops  all  rallied 
under  their  proper  standard.  On  Wednesday  we 
had  the  Middlesex  election.  I  was  a  patriot ;  sat 
by  the  Lord  Mayor,  who  spoke  well,  and  with 
temper,  but  before  the  end  of  the  debate  fell  fast  • 
asleep.  I  am  still  a  mute;  it  is  more  tremendous 
than  I  imagined;  the  great  speakers  fill  me  with 
despair,  the  bad  ones  with  terror. 

When  do  you  move?  My  Lady  answered  like 
a  womanof  sense,  spirit,  and  good  nature.  Neither 
she  nor  I  could  bear  it.  She  was  right,  and  the 
Duchess  of  Ihagauza  would  have  made  the  same 
answer.  Adieu. 

N°  LIX. 

Edward  GiBiio;^,  Esq.  to  Mrs.  Gibbon, 

Dear  Madam,  March  30th,  1775, 

I  hardly  know  how  to  take  up  the  pen.  I 
talked  in  my  last  of -two  or  three  posts,  and  I  am 
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almost  ashamed  to  calculate  liow  many  have 
elapsed.  I  will  endeavour  for  the  future  to  be  less 
scanrlalous.  Onlv  believe  that  niv  heart  is  iimo- 
cent  of  the  laziness  of  my  hand.  I  do  not  mean  to 
have  recourse  to  the  stale  and  absurd  excuse  of 
business,  thougli  I  have  really  had  a  very  consider- 
able hurry  of  new  parliamentary  business:  one  day, 
for  instance,  of  seventeen  hours,  from  ten  in  the 
morning  till  between  three  and  four  the  next  morn- 
ing. It  is,  upon  the  whole,  an  agreeable  improve- 
ment in  my  life,  and  forms  just  the  mixture  of 
business,  of  study,  and  of  society,  which  I  always 
imagined  I  should,  and  now  find  I  do  like.  Whether 
the  House  of  Conunons  may  ever  prove  of  benefit 
to  myself  or  country,  is  another  question.  As  yet 
I  have  been  mute.  In  the  course  of  our  American 
affairs,  I  have  sometimes  had  a  wish  to  speak^  but 
though  I  felt  tolerably  prepared  as  to  the  mattor, 
I  dreaded  exposing  m\  self  in  the  manner,  and  re- 
mained in  my  seat  safe,  but  inglorious.  Upon  the 
whole,  (thoiigli  I  still  believe  I  -shall  try,)  I  doubt 
whether  Natih  c,  not  that  in  some  instances  I  am 
ungrateful,  has  given  me  the  talents  of  an  orator, 
and  I  feel  that  I  came  into  parliament  much  tdo 
late  to  exert  them.  Do  you  hear  of  Port  Eliot 
coming  to  Bath  ?  and,  above  all,  do  you  hear  of 
Charles-street*  coming  to  Bentinck-street^  in  its 
"\\  ay  to  Essex,  &c. 

Adieu.  .  Dear  Madam, 

I  am  most  truly  yours. 

f 

*  Mrs.  Gibbon's  residence  at  B«tli. 
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Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  Mrs.  Gibbon. 

House  of  Commons^ 
Dbaa  Madam,  May  2d,  1775. 

I AXCEPT  of  the  Pomeranian  Lady  with  g^titude 
and  pleasure,  and  shall  be  impatient  to  form  an 

acciuaintance  with  her.  My  presentations  at  St. 
James's  passed  graciously.  My  dinner  at  Twick- 
enham was  attended  with  less  ceremony  and  more 
amusement.  If  thev  turned  out  Lord  North  to- 
morrow,  they  m  ould  still  leave  him  one  of  the  best 
companions  in  the  kingdom.  By  this  time  I  sup- 
pose the  Eliots  are  with  you.  I  am  sure  you  will 
say  evei  y  thing  kind  and  proper  on  the  occasion.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  of  the  approbation  of  my  con- 
stituents for  my  vote  on  the  Middlesex  election. 
On  the  subject  of  America,  I  have  been  something 
more  of  a  courtier.  You  know,  I  suppose,  that 
Holroyd  is  just  stepped  over  to  Ireland  for  a  fort- 
night. He  passed  three  days  with  me  on  his  way. 
Dejrverdun  had  left  me  just  before  your  letter 
arrived,  w  hich  I  *hall  soon  have  an  opportunity  of 
conveying  to  him.  Though,  I  flatter  myself,  he 
broke  from  me  with  some  degree  of  uneasiness,  the 
engagement  could  not  be  declined.  At  the  end  of 
four  years  he  has  an  annuity  of  one  hundied  pounds 
for  life,  and  may  for  the  remainder  of  his  days  enjay 
a  decent  independence  in  that  country,  which  a 
philosopher  would  perhaps  prefer  to  the  rest  of 
Europe.    For  my  own  part,  after  the  hurry  of  the 
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town  and  of  parliament,  I  4in  now  retired  to*my 
villa  in  Bentinck-street,  which  I  begin  to  find  a 
very  pleasing  solitude,  at  least  as  well  as  if  it  were 
two  hundred  miles  from  London ;  because  when  I 
am  tired  of  the  Roman  Empire,  I  can  laugh  away 
the  evening  at  Footers  theatre,  which  I  could  not  do 
in  Hampshire  or  Cornwall.  I  am,  dear  Madam, 
Xaost  truly  ypurs, 

LXL 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  B.  Holboyd,  Esq. 

^entinck-slr^cty  August  Ist,  177^* 

Your  apprehensions  of  a  precipitate  work,  &c 
are  perfectly  groundless-  I  should  be  niucU  niqre 
addicted  to  a  contrary  extreme.  The  head  is  now 
printing:  true,  but  it  was  written  last  year  and  the 
year  before.  The  iirst  chapter  has  been  composed 
de  noutfeau  three  times;  the  second  twice^  and  all 
the  others  have  undergone  reviews,  corrections, 
&c.  As  to  the  tail,  it  is  perfectly  formed  and 
digested,  and(wei'e  I  so  much  given  to  self-content 
and  haste)  it  is  almost  all  written*  The  ecclesias- 
tical part,  for  instance,  is  written  out  in  fouyteeii 
sheets,  which  1  mean  to  refondre  frpm  beginning  to 
end.  As  to  the  friendly  critic,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
find  one  who  has  leisure,  candour,  freedom  and 
Jcnowledge  sufficient  However,  Batt  and  Dey- 
verdun  have  read  and  observed,  After  all,  the 
public  is  the  best  critic.  I  print  i^o  more  than  five 
hundred  copies  of  the  first  editipn ;  and  the  secoiut 

-  (as 
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(as  it  happens  frequently  to  my  betters)  may  receive 

many  improvements.  So  much  for  Rome.  We 
have  nothing  new  from  America,  liut  I  can  ven* 
ture  to  assure  you,  that  administration  is  now  as 
unanimous  and  decided  as  tlie  occasion  requires. 
Something  will  be  done  this  year ;  but  in  tlie  spring 
the  force  of  the  country  will  be  exerted  to  the 
utmost.  Scotch  Highlanders,  Irish  Papists,  Hano- 
verians, Canadians,  Indians,  &c.  will  all  in  various 
shapes  be  employed.  Parliament  meets  the  first 
week  in  November.  I  think  his  Catholic  Majesty 
may  be  satisfied  with  his  summer  s  amusement. 
The  Spaniards  fought  with  great  bravery,  and  made 
a  fine  retreat;  but  our  Algerine  friends  surpassed 
tliem  ^  much  in  conduct  as  in  number^.  Adieu. 

The  Duchess  has  stopped  Footes  piece.  She 

scut  for  him  to  Kingston-house,  and  threat- 
ened, bribed,  argued,  and  wept  for  about  two 
hours.  He  assured  her,  that  if  the  Chamber- 
lain was  obstinate,  he  should  publish  it,  with  a 
dedication  to  her  Grace. 

N"  LXII. 

Edwari>  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  Mrs.  Gibbon,  Batli. 

Pear  Madam,  London,  August,  \77S, 

-  Will  you  accept  my  present  literary  business  as 
ap  excuse  for  my  not  writing?  I  think  you  will 
b^  \T\  th^  wrong  if  you  do,  since  I  was  just  as  idle 
before.  At  all  events,  however,  it  is  better  to  say 
three  words,  than  to  be  totally  a  dumb  dog.  A 
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propos  of  dog,  but  not  of  dumb :  your  Pomeranian 

is  the  comfort  of  my  life;  pretty,  impertinent, 
fantastical,  all  that  a  young  lady  of  fashion  ought 
to  be.  I  flatter  myself  that  onr  passion  is  recipro- 
cal. I  am  just  at  present  engaged  in  a  great  his- 
torical work  ;  no  less  tlian  a  History  of  the  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  £mpir^;  with  the  first 
vohmie  of  which  I  may  very  possibly  oppress  the 
public  next  winter.  It  would  require  some  pages 
to  give  a  more  particular  idea  of  it ;  but  I  shall  only 
say  in  general,  that  the  subject  is  curious,  and  never 
yet  treated  as  it  deserves ;  and  that  during  some 
years  it  has  been  in  my  thoughts,  and  even  under 
my  pen.  Should  the  attempt  fail,  it  must  be  by 
the  fault  of  the  execution. 

Adieu.    Dear  Madam, 

believe  me  most  truly  yours. 

■ 

LXllL 

WiLWAM  Strahan,  Esq.  to  £dw.  Gibbon,  Esq. 

Sm,         New-Street,  Sunday  morning, Oct  8th,  1/75. 
I  WAS  desii'ous  of  taking  an  early  opportunity  of 
paying  my  respects  to  you,  to  return  you  my  best 

thanks  for  the  pleasure  I  have  received  from  the 
perusal  of  your  work,  Avhich  I  Imve  read  almost  as 
far  as  it  is  advanced*  My  opinion  of  it,  I  shall  heg 
leave,  with  all  submission,  to  lay  before  you  in  a 
few  words. 

The  language  is  thci  most  correct,  most  elegant, 

and  most  expressive  I  have  ever  read ;  but  that, 
ip  my  mind,  is  its  least  praise. 
The  work  abounds  with  the  justest  maxims  of 
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Bound  policy,  which,  while  they  sliew  you  to  be  a 

perfect  master  of  }  our  subject,  discover  your  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  humau  uature,  aud  the  libera- 
lity of  your  sentiments. 

Your  cliaracters,  in  particular,  are  dra^\^l  in  a 
masterly  manner,  with  the  utmost  accuracy  aud 
precision;  and,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  in 
strict  confomiity  to  historic  truth. 

In  short,  i&o  able  and  so  tinished  a  performance 
hath  hardly  ever  before  come  under  my  inspec- 
tion :  and  thouoh  1  will  not  take  upon  me  abso- 
lutely to  pronounce  in  w  hat  manner  it  will  be  re- 
ceived at  first  by  a  capricious  and  gidd}'  public,  I 
will  venture  to  say,  it  will  ere  long  make  a  distin- 
guished figure  among  the  many  valuable  works 
diat  do  honour  to  the  present  age ;  will  be  trans- 
lated into  most  of  the  modern  languages,  and  will 
remain  a  lasting  monument  of  the  genius  and  abi- 
lity of  the  writer. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant. 

Will.  Strauan, 

LXIV. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  J.  Holroyd,  Esq^ 

Bcntinck-street,  Oct.  14th,  1775. 

I  SEND  you  two  pieces  of  intelligence  Irom  the 
best  authority,  and  which,  unless  you  hear  them 
irom  some  other  quarter,  I  do  not  wish  you  should 
talk  i^uch  about.    Ist,  When  the  Russians  andve 

Of 
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(if  they  refresh  themselves  in  England  or  Ireland,) 

will  you  go  and  see  their  camp  ?  We  have  great 
hopes  of  getting  a  body  of  these  Barbarians.  In 
consequence  of  some  very  plain  advances,  King 
George,  with  his  own  hand,  wrote  a  very  polite 
epistle  to  sister  Kitty,  requesting  her  friendly 
'  assistance.  Full  powers  and  instructions  were  sent 
at  the  same  time  to  Gunning,  to  agree  for  any 
force  between  five  and  twenty  thousand  men, 
carte  blanche  for  the  terms ;  on  condition,  however, 
that  they  should  serve,  not  as  auxiliaries,  but  as 
mercenaries,  and  that  the  Russian  general  should 
be  absolutely  under  the  command  of  the  British. 
They  daily  and  hourly  expect  a  messenger,  and 
hope  to  hear  that  the  business  is  concluded.  The 
worst  of  it  is,  that  the  Baltic  will  soon  be  frozen 
up,  and  that  it  must  be  late  next  year  before  they 
can  get  to  America.  2.  In  the  mean  time  we  are 
not  quite  easy  about  Canada ;  and  evefn  if  it  should 
be  safe  from  an  attack,  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves 
with  the  expectation  of  bringing  down  that  martial 
people  on  die  Back  Settlements.  The  priests  are 
ours ;  the  gentlemen  very  prudently  wait  the 
event,  and  are  disposed  to  join  the  stronger  party ; 
but  the  same  lawless  spirit  and  impatience  of  go- 
vernment which  have  infected  our  Colonies,  are 
gone  forth  among  the  Canadian  peasants,  over 
whom,  since  the  conquest,  the  noblesse  have  lost 
much  of  their  ancient  influence.  Another  thing 
which  will  please  and  surprise,  is  the  assurance 
which  I  received  from  a  man  who  might  tell  me  a 
lie,  but  who  could  not  be  mistaken,  that  no  arts, 
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no  management  whatsoever,  have  been  used  to 
procure  the  addresses  which  fill  the  Gazette,  and 
that  Lord  North  was  aa  much  surprised  at  the  first 
that  eame  up,  as  we  could  be  at  Sheffield.  We 
shall  have,  I  suppose,  some  bribk  skirmiiihiiig  in 
parliament,  but  the  business  will  soon  be  decided 
by  ouir  superior  weight  of  fire.  A  propos,  I  believe 
tliere  has  been  some  vague  but  serious  conversation 
about  calling  out  the  militia.  The  new  levies  go 
on  very  slowly  in  Ireland.  The  Dissenters,  both 
there  and  here,  aie  violent  and  active.  Adieu.  I 
embrace  my  Lady  and  Maria. 

N°  LXV. 

George  Lewis  Scott,  Es^,  to  E.  Gibbon,  E^q. 

DfiAikSia,  December  S9th,  1775. 

I  AM  obliged  to  you  for  the  liberty  of  perusing 
part  of  your  work.  What  I  have  read,  has  given 
me  a  great  deal  of  pleasuiie.  I  have  found  but  few 
slips  of  the  press,  or  the  pen. 

The  style  of  the  work  is  clear,  and  every  way 
agreeable ;  and  I  dare  say  you  will  be  thought  to 
have  written  with  all  due  moderation  and  decency 
with  respect  to  received  (at  least  once  received) 
opinions.  The  notes  and  quotations  will  add  not  a 
little  to  the  value  of  tlie  work.  The  authority  of 
French  writers,  so  familiar  to  you,  has  not  infected 
you,  however,  with  the  fault  of  superficial  and 
careless  quotations.  I  find,  since  I  saw  you,  that 
I  must  be  in  the  chair  at  the  Excise  Office  to-mor- 
row ;  which  service  will  confine  me  too  much  for 

a  week, 
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a  week,  to  permit  me  to  wait  upon  you  so  soon  as 
I  could  wish. 

I  am  very  truly,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant. 

LXVI. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Hoxrotd,  Esq. 

London,  Jan.  18th,  177^* 

How  do  you  do?   Are  you  aKve?   Are  you 

buried  under  mountains  of  snow  ?  I  write  merely 
to  triumph  in  the  superiority  of  my  own  situation, 
and  to  rejoice  in  my  own  prudence,  in  not  going 
down  to  Sheffield-place,  as  I  seriously,  but  fool- 
ishly, intended  to  do  last  week.  We  proceed  tri- 
lunphantly  with  the  Roman  £mpire,  and  shall  cer-  . 
tainly  make  our  appearance  before  the  end  of  next 
month.  I  have  notliing  public.  You  know  we 
have  got  eighteen  thousand  Germans  from  Hesse, 
Brunswick,  and  Hesse  Darmstadt.  I  think  our 
meeting  will  be  lively ;  a  spirited  minority,  and  a 
desponding  majority.  The  higher  people  are 
placed,  the  more  gloomy  are  their  countenances, 
the  more  melancholy  their  language.  You  may 
call  this  cowardice,  but  I  fear  it  arises,  from  their 
knowledge  (a  late  knowledge)  of  the  difficulty  and 
magnitude  of  the  business.  Quebec  is  not  yet 
taken.  I  hear  that  Carleton  is  determined  never 
to  capitulate  with  rebels.  A  glorious  resolution, 
if  it  were  supported  with  hfty  thousand  men! 
Adieu.  I  embrace  my  Lady  and  Maria.  Make 
my  excuses  to  the  latter,  for  having  neglected  her 
birth-day. 
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N°  LXVII. 

The  Same  to  the  Same, 

January  Spth,  1776. 

Uab£s,  &c.  arrived  safe;  were  received  with 
thanks,  and  devoured  with  appetite.   Send  more 

( id  est )  of  hares.  I  believe,  in  my  last  I  forgot 
saying  any  thing  of  the  son  of  Fergus  ;  his  letters 
reached  him.  What  think  you  of  the  season? 
Siberia,  is  it  not?  A  pleasant  campaign  in  Ame- 
rica. I  read  and  pondered  your  last,  and  think  that, 
in  the  place  of  Lord  George  Germaine,  you  might 
perhaps  succeed ;  but  I  much  fear  that  our  Leaders 

have  not  a  genius  which  can  act  at  the  distance  of 
three  thousand  miles.  You  know,  that  a  large 
draught  of  Guards  are  just  going  to  America ;  poor 
dear  creatures !  We  are  met ;  but  no  business. 
Next  week  may  be  busy;  Scotch  militia,  &c. 
Roman  Empire  (first  part)  will  be  finished  in  a  week 
or  fortnight  At  last,  I  have  heard  Texier ;  won- 
derful !  Embrace  my  Lady.  The  weather  too  cold 
to  turn  over  the  page.  Adieu. 

Since  this,  I  received  your  last,  and  honour  your 
care  of  the  old  women :  a  respectable  name^  which, 
in  spite  of  my  Lady,  may  suit  Judges,  Bishops, 
Generals,  &c.  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  of  Maria's 
inoculation.  I  know  not  when  you  have  done  so 
wise  a  thing.  You  may  depend  upon  getting  an 
excellent  house.  Adieu. 
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N"  LXVIII. 
Mr.  Whitaxer  to  Edward  Gibbon,  Escf* 

Ded&  Sir,  Saturday,  Feb.  24tb,  177(>. 

I  HAVE  just  now  received  the  fa\()ur  of  your 
History  and  I  would  not  delay  the  acknowledge 
ment.  I  expect  equal  information  and  entertain- 
ment from  it.  In  that  expectation  I  shall  sit  down 
to  it  next  week ;  and,  when  I  have  gone  oyer  tlie 
whole,  you  shall  hear  from  me  again,  without  flat* 
tery,  though  not  perhaps  without  j^artiality.  In  • 
tlie  meantime,  if  1  thought  I  might  trouble  j  ou  so 
^  soon  after  my  late  tax  upon  you,  I  would  send  yoii 
a  dozen  of  covers,  and  be2:  you  to  take  tlie  trouble 
of  addressing  them  to.Miss  Jtiolme,  of  lirownhiil, 
Rochdale,  Luicashire.  She  is  not  a  mere  goddess 
in  Platonic  vision.  And,  if  you  knew  what  an 
elegant,  sensible,  and  spirited  correspondence  be- 
twixt her  and  a  Welsh  lady  you  would  promote  by 
the  flourish  of  your  pen,  you  would  run  it  over  a 
few  half-sheets  with  pleasure.  But  I  think  I  liave 
no  right  to  ask  for  the  one,  and  shall  therefore 
decline  sending  the  others. 

Your  History  found  me  engaged  in  another 
History,  a  work  long  designed  by  me,  but  now  ex- 
ecuting on  a  new  plan,  and  therefore  with  anew 
title.  It  is  to  be  called  The  Military  History  of  the 
Romans  in  Britain,  ah^  will  consequently  take  in 
all  their  military  transactions  here,  and  endeavouj- 
to  place  them  in  new  points  of  view,  I  liave 
already  finished  two  chapters  upon  this  model,  and 

have 
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liave  gone  through  the  two  expeditions  of  Casar 
in  them.  But  I  find  one  inconvenience  attending 
my  departure  from  the  common  line  of  relatioA 
with  regard  to  tliesc  invasions^  which  I  do  not  Hke 
and  yet  know  not  how  to  avoid.  I  am  obliged  to 
defend  my  own  accounts  in  some  formal  disserta- 
tions at  the  end.  And,  if  I  go  on  as  I  have  begun,  , 
my  Appendix.will  be  half  as  large  as  my  History. 
'  I  hope  your  anti-American  spirits,  Sir,  are  in  a 
higher  flow  than  they  were  wlien  I  had  last  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  from  you.  Manchester  has 
taken  a  decided  part  against  the  Americans.  And, 
having  beaten  tlie  petitioners  out  of  the  field  in 
action,  we  are  now  attacking  them  in  the  London 
papers,  and  driving  them  from  their  last  refuge 
there. 

I  remaip,  Dear  Sir, 
^   Your  most  devoted  and  very  humble 

Friend  and  Servant, 

J.  WU1TAK£IL 

V 

N"  LXIX. 

Mr.  Whitaker  to  Edward  Gibbon,  Eaq. 

Sib,  No.  %%  Fetter-lane,  March  2dth. 

It  was  not  till  yesterday,  that  I  knew  to  whom  I 
was  indebted  for  your  oUighig  communication  of 
last  week.  It  was,  before,  a  sort  of  fairy  favour. 
And  I  supposed,  with  regret,- that  it  was  in  vain  to 
inqi^re  alter  the  invisible  hand  which  had  reached 
it  out  to  me.  But  yesterday,  casting  a  casual  look 
upon  the  outer  cover,  I  there  saw  what  I  had  not 
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observed  before,  a  note  from  Mr.  Wiiite,  the  book- 
seller. This  naturally  lead  me  to  inquire  of  him* 
And  from  htm  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  learn,  that 
my  unknown  and  friendly  correspondent  was  Mr. 
Gibbon.  To  Mr.  Gibbon  thereibre  I  return  my 
cordial  thanks  for  the  obliging  manner  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  History  of  Manchester,  and  my  more 
cordial  for  his  two  remarks  upon  it.  These  have 
pointed  out  a  track  of  thinking,  with  which  I  was 
but  little  acquainted  before.  And  I  should  be  glad 
to  enter  upon  it  in  company  with  such  a  guide,  and 
pursue  it  to  its  termination.  Cannot  Mr.  Gibbon 
and  I,  therefore,  contrive  to  spend  an  hour  together 
upon  the  subject?  I  shall  be  very  happy  in  waiting 
upon  Mr.  Gibbon  at  hb  own  appoinlanent^  and 
cither  in  Bentinck-street,  Fetter-lane,  or  a  coffee* 
house.  And  I  shall  be  glad  to  cultivate  the  acquaintr 
ance  of  a  gentleman,  who  seems  to  be,  what  few 
even  of  our  professed  scholars  are,  very  conversant 
with  the  earlier  history  of  our  country. 

In  the  meantime  I  have  the  pleasure  to  subscribe 
myself  Mr.  Gibbon's 

obliged  and  most  devoted 

humble  Servant, 

J.  Whitaker. 

N«  LXX. 

Mr.  Whitaker  ifa  Edwaed  Gibbon,  Esq.  ^ 

DBA  A  Sia,  Maadiefeter,  April  fn^  tf76. 

I  HAVE  just  finished  .your  History:  and  I  sit 

down  to  thank  you  for  it  a  second  time.  You  have 

laid 
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kid  open  the  interior  principles  of  the  Roman 

Constitution  with  great  learning,  and  shewn  their 
operation  on  the  general  body  of  the  Empire  with 
great  judgment.  Your  work  therefore  will  do  ydH 
high  honour.  You  never  speak  feebly,  except 
when  you^cojne  upon  British  ground,  and  never 
weakly,  except  when  you  attack  Christianity.  Ih 
the  former  case,  you  seem  to  me  to  want  infoima- 
tion.  And,  in  the  latter,  you  plainly  want  the 
common  candour  of  a  citizen  of  the  world  for  the 
religious  system  of  your  country.  Pardon  nie,  Sir, 
but,  much  as  I  admire  your  abilities,  greatly  as  I 
lespect  your  friendship,  I  cannot  bear  without 
indignation  your  sarcastic  sljoiess  upon  Christi- 
anity, and  cannot  see  without  pity  your  determined 
hostility  to  the  Gospel.  But  I  leave  the  subject  to 
beg  a  favour  of  you.  After  so  open  a  declaration, 
I  pay  a  great  compliment  to  the  friendliness  of 
your  i^irit,  to  solicit  from  you  any  favour. 

I  have  inclosed  you  a  printed  paper,  written  by 
myself,  and  relating  to  a  Bill  for  this  town,  which 
U  now  in  the  House.  It  was  drawn  up  with 
litmost  plainness,  in  order  to  be  level  to  the  com- 
prehensions of  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed. And  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  it  to 
you,  to  inform  you  of  the  nature  and  complexioii 
of  the  Bill.  You  may  depend  upon  all  the  facts 
m  it.  And  if  you  think  the  arguments  convindng 
in  themselves,  and  the  cause  for  my  sake  worthy 
of  your  interposition,  you  will  perhaps  tliink  it  re- 
^isite,  either  by  application  to  the  Committee  or 
by  9n  overture  to  the  House,  to  get  a  couple  of 
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restraining  paragraphs  inserted  in  the  Bill;  that 
shall  make  every  subscriber  to  the  improvements  a 
commissioner  under  the  Act,  and  oblige  the  com- 
missioners to  finish  all  the  improvements  in  a  limited 
time»  In  doing  this,  you  will  check  a  ^irit  of 
tyranny,  that  has  shewn  itself  very  powerfully  in 
tivs  region  of  mercantile  equality,  and  confine  it 
within  proper  bounds.  And  you  will  particularly 
oblige  your  friend,  who,  with  a  great  promptness 
to  submit  to  the  authority  of  his  legal  superiors, 
feels  a  gi*eater  reluctance  to  truckle  to  the  assumed 
d(miinion  of  his  equals. 

I  write  to  Sir  Thomas  Egerton  by  this  post,  and 
upon  this  occasion.  But,  as'  his  friends  here  are 
divided  upon  the  matter,  I  am  doubtful  whether  he 
will  choose  to  interpose  in  it.  I  shall  write  also  to 
one  or  two  other  friends  of  mine  in  thje  House. 
But  as  I  have  not  the  same  claim  of  friendship 
-  upon  them,  which  you  allow  me  to  have  upon  you, 
I  rely  principally  upon  your  interposition.  And  if 
you  can  serve  the  thinking  part  of  this  town,  if  you 
can  oblige  me,  you  will  (I  ana  convinced)  do  both. . 

Let  me  add  to  this  favour,  which  is  merely  a 
public  and  political  one,  another  of  a  more  private 
and  tender  nature.  Will  you  make  some  of  your 
servants  fold  me  up  a  dozen  covers,  and  inscribe 
them  yourself  to  Miss  Holme,  Brownhill,  Roch- 
dale, Lancashire?  If  you  will,  you  will  heighten 
the  former  &vour,  and  make  me  still  more 

Your  affectionate  Friend  and  Servant, 

J.  Whitajker. 
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N^LXXI. 

Mr.  Whitaker  to  Edward  Gibbon,  Esq. 

Dear  Sitf,  Manchester,  May  lllh,  177^. 

I  thank  you  for  your  franks.  And  I  thank 
you  still  more  for  your  friendly  return  to  my  last. 

You  received  my  application  to  you  about  the 
business  in  parliament,  with  your  usual  kindness. 
I  wrote  to  others  of  my  friends  in  the  House  at  the 
same  time.  And  I  carried  the  great  point  which  I 
ainied  up.  You  also  received  my  animadversions 
upon  your  History  with  candour. .  I  was  particuf 
laily  pointed,  I  believe,  in  what  I  said  concerning 
the  religious  part  of  it.  I  wrote  from  my  feelings 
at  the  time ;  and  was  perhaps  the  less  inclined  to 
suppress  those  feelings  from  friendliness,  because  I 
had  two  favours  to  beg  of  ,you.  I  hope,  I  shall 
ever  be  attached,  with  every  poweir  of  my  judg- 
ment and  my  affection,  to  that  glorious  system  of 
truth,  which  is  the  vital  principle  of  happiness  to 
'  my  soul  in  time  and  in  eternity.  And  in  this  I. 
act  not  from  any  "  restraints  of  profession."  I 
should  despisiC  myself,  if  I  did.  I  act  from  tlie. 
fullest  conviction  of  a  mind,  that  has  been  a  good« 
deal  exercised  in  inquiries  into  truth,  and  that  has 
shewn  (I  fancy)  a  sti  ong  spirit  of  rational  scepticism 
in  rejecting  and  refuting  a  variety  pf  opinions, 
which  have  passed  current  for  ages  in  our  national 
history. 

With  regard  to  what  I  said  concerning  your 
British  accounts,  I  meant  not  to  blame  you,  either 
for  not  saying  all  that  you  knew  concerning  our 
islandi  or  for  not  bringing  in  the  intimations  of 
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Richard  on  Ossian.  I  Mamed  you  only  for  not 
noticing  some  particulais,  that  made  a  necessary 
part  of  your  narration,  and  are  mentioned  by  the 
best-authorities.  And  I  remember  particularly,  that 
in  your  description  of  the  Empire  about  the  time 
of  Severus,  and  in  your  short  inttmatiiCMEbs  concenv 
ing  the  state  of  Ae  towns  within  it,  you  specify 
only  London  and  York  as  remaikabie  towns  in 
Britain,  though  Tacitus  and  Dio  give  us  such  aH 
account  of  Camulodunum,  and  though  Chester 
appears  from  an  inscription  and  a  coin  to  have  been 
then  a  colony.  And  in  the  description  of  those  two 
which  you  mention  you  take  no  notice,  I  think,  of 
the  sweet  and  pleasant  situation  of  London,  so 
strikingly  marked  by  Tacitus,  and  of  the  Temple 
of  Bellona,  and  of  the  Palatium  or  Domus  Pala- 
tina,  in  York,  so  expressly  specified  by  Spartian^ 
Vou  omit  also  the  fine  baths  of  Britain,  so  plainly 
pointed  out  in  the ThenmaBof  Ptolemy, and  theAquae 
Sohs  of  Antoninus's  Itinerary,  and  so  celebrated  by 
Solinus,   You  equally  omit  the  latter's  Temple  of 
Apollo  and  Minerva,  at  the  same  colony  of  Bath> 
And  you  also  omit  the  colony  of  Gloucester,  though 
demonstrated  to  be  one  by  an  inscription ;  and  tbe 
colony  of  Caer  Gwent,  in  Monmouthshire,  though 
particularized  by  Antoninus  s  Itinerary,  and  exhibit* 
^  ing  such  remains  in  Giraldus  Cambrensis**  ^  These 
were  some  of  the  remarks  that  forced  themselves 

*  Mr.  Whitaker's  e«gOT>C8i  to  display  bis  eruditioii  as  a  British 
Antiquarian,  oeonui  to  have  occarioned.  a  forgetfulness  that  Mr. 
Gibboa  did  not  affisct  that  character ;  that  as  the  historian  of 
Eome  his  subject  conU  not  be  supposisd  to  embrace  the  details  of 
'Britidi  antiquities.  S. 

upon 
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upon  my  mmd^  as  I  read  your  vmtk.   Others  atop 

arose  of  a  different  nature  and  inferior  importance^ 
as  that  the  native  language  of  Gaul  and  Britain 
was  driven  by  the  Romnns  to  the  hills  and  mounr 
tains ;  that  the  Druids  borrowed  money  upon  bonds 
payable  in  the  other  world,  &c.  The  former 
undoubtttdly  a  mistake  in  the  island,  and  I  believe, 
is  equally  so  on  the  continent.  And  the  latter,  I 
apprehend,  has  only  the  frivolous  authority  of 
Cluverius  or  some  such  writer  for  its  ground-work. 
From  these  and  other  particulars  it  was,  that  I 
received  tlie  impression  which  I  ventured  to  declare 
in  my  last.  And  I  am  ready  to  acdaiowledge  ipy 
mistake,  if  I  am  wrong. 

The;se  however,  if  never  so  true,  are  but  trifle 
light  as  air  in  my  estimation,  when  tliey  are  com* 
-  pared  with  what  I  think  the  great  blot  of  your 
work.    You  liave  there  ^exhibited  Deism  iu  a  new 
shape,  and  in  one  tliat  is  more  likely  to  affect  tha 

uninstructcd  million,  than  the  reasoning  form 
which  she  has  usuaUy  woni.  You  seem  to  nv^ 
like  another  Tacitus,  revived  with  all  his  animosity 
against  Christianity,  his  strong  philosophical  spirit 
of  sentiment,  and  more  than  his  superiority  to  the 
absurdities  of  heathenism.  And  you  will  have  the 
dishonour  (pardon  me,  Sir)  of  being  ranked  by  the 
folly  of  sceptipism,  that  is  working  so  powerfully 
at  present,  among  the  most  distinguished  deists  of 
the  age.  I  have  long  suspected  the  tendency  of 
your  opinions.  I  once  took  tlie  liberty  of  hinting 
my  suspicions.  But  I  did  pot  think  the  poison, 
had  spread  so  universally  through  your  frame. 
And  I  can  only  depbre  the  misfortune,  and  a  very 
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great  one  I  consider  it,  to  the  highest  and  dearest 
interests  of  man  among  all  your  readers.* 

These  must  be  very  numerous.  I  see  you  are 
getting  a  second  edition  already.  I  give  you  joy 
of  it  And  I  remain,  Mrith  an  equal  mixture  of  re- 
gret and  regard,. 

•  Your  obliged  Friend  and  Servant, 
.  .  J.  Whitakbb. 

N°  LXXII. 
Reo.  Dr.  Joseph  Warton  to  Mr.  GfBBOV. 

Dear  Sir,  Winchester,  March  11th,  177^. 

I  CANNOT  forbear  expressing  my  thanks  to  you, 
for  the  very  great  pleasure  and  instruction  I  have 
met  with  in  your  excellent  work.  I  protest  to 
you  I  know  of  no  history  in  our  language  written 
with  equal  purity,  precision,  and  elegancy  of  style. 
I  presume  you  have  heard  that  offence  is  taken  at 
some  passages  that  are  thought  unfavourable  to  the 
truth  of  Christianity.  I  hope  you  will  pfoceed  to 
finish  your  plan,  and  gratify  the  eager  wishes  of 
the  puUic  to  see  the  whole  of  your  work.  May  I 
ev^  hope  for  the  honour  of  seeing  you  at  this 
place  ?  It  would  give  me  the  most  real  pleasure. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

With  the  truest  regard,  your  much  obliged 

and  very  faithful  humble  Servant, 

'  Jos.  Warton. 

*  If  the  letten  of  Mr.  Whitaker  had  been  perused  previoody 
to  the  publication  of  the  former  edition,  this  manly  and  spirited 
declaration  in  favour  of  die  principles  of  the  Established  Church, 
and  against  the  perversion  of  these  opinions  which  constitute  the 
greatest  comfort  and  consolation  of  the  Christian  world,  would 
not  have  been  then  withheld  from  the  public.   S.  . 
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N**  LXXIII. 
David  Gabrick,  Esq.  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

Dear  Sir,  Adelphi,  IMarch  9th,  177^. 

Whenever  I  am  truly  pleased  I  must  commu- 
nicate my  joy :  Lord  Camden  called  upon  me  thia 
morning,  and,  before  Cumberland,  declared  that  he 
never  read  a  more  admirable  performance  tlian 
Mr.  Gibbon's  History,  &c.  He  was  in  transporif 
and  so  xvas  I — the  author  is  the  only  man  to  write 
historj/  of  the  age — such  depth — such  perspicuity 
— such  language,  force^  variety,  and  what  not  I 

I  am  so  delighted  with  him,  continues  he,  that 
I  must  write  to  thank  him — I  should  be  happy  to 
know  him.  My  Lord,  I  have  that  honour,  and 
will  contrive,  if  possible,  to  bring  you  together. 
Said  I  too  much.'*  My  coach  is  at  the  door — my 
wife  bawling  for  me,  and  every  thing  impatient — 
so  hey  for  Hampton  till  Monday,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  as  I  am  always,  most  truly, 

Your  most  obedient  and  obliged,  * 

D.  Garrick. 

I  have  not  a  moment  to  read  over  this  scrawl. 

N°  LXXIV. 

Tht  Hon.  Horace  Walpole  to  Edward 

Gibbon,  Esp 

Mr.  Walpole  cannot  express  how  much  he  is 
obliged  to  Mr.  Gibbon  for  the  valuable  present  he 
has  received ;  nor  how  great  a  comfort  it  is  to  him, 
in  his  present  situation,  in  which  he  little  ex- 
pected 
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pected  to  receive  singular  pleasure.   Mr.  Walpole 

does  not  say  this  at  random,  nor  from  mere  confi- 
dence  in  the  autlwr's  abilities,  for  he  has  already 
(all  his  weakness  would  permit)  read  the  first 
chapter,  and  is  in  the  greatest  admiration  of  the 
^tyle,  manner,  method,  cie^mess,  and  intelligence. 
Mr.  Walpole's  impatience  to  proceed  will  struggle 
with  his  disorder,  and  give  him  such  spirits,  that 
he.  Otters  himself  he  shall  owe  part  4>f  his  r^co- 
to  Mr.  Gibbon,  whom,  as  soon  as  that  is  a 
little  effected,  he  shall  beg  tlie  honour  of  seeing. 

LXXV. 

Tht  Hon,  Horace  Walpole  to  Edward 

Gibbon,  Esq. 

February  I4th,  1776. 

After  the  singular  pleasure  of  reading  you,  Sir, 
the  next  satisfaction  is  to  declare  my  admiration. 

I  have  read  great  part  of  your  volume,  and  cannot 
decide  to  which  of  its  various  merits  I  give  the  pre* 
ferace,  though  I  have  no  doubt  of  assigning  my 
partiality  to  one  virtue  of  the  author,  which,  sel- 
dom as  I  meet  with  it,  always  strikes  me  superiorly. 
Its  quality  will  naturally  prevent  your  guessing 
which  I  mean.  It  is  your  amiable  modesty.  How 
can  you  know  so  much,  judge  so  well,  possess 
your  subject  and  your  knowledge,  and  your  power 
of  judicious  reflection  so  thoroughly,  and  yet 
command  yourself  and  betray  no  dictatorial  arro- 
gance of  decision  ?  How  unlike  very  ancient  and- 
very  modern  authors!    You  have  unexpectedly 

given 
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given  the  world  a  clawic  histoiy.    The  fame 

it  must  acquire  will  tend  every  day  to  acquit 
this  panegyric  of  flattery.  The  impreisioiift  it  bafi 
mad^  on  me  are  very  numerous.  The  strongest  is 
the  thirst  of  being  better  acquainted  with  you — 
but  I  reflect  tliat  X  have  been  a  trifling  authori  - 
am  in  no  light  profound  enough  to  deserve  your  in« 
timacy,  except  by  confessing  your  superiority  so  • 
frankly,  that  I  assure  you  honestly,  I  already  feel 
no  envy,  though  I  did  for  a  moment.  The  best 
proof  I  can  give  you  of  my  sincerity,  is  to  exhort 
you,  waimly  and  earnestly,  ^to  go  on  with  your 
noble  work— the  strongest,  though  a  presumptuous 
mark  of  my  friendship,  is  to  warn  you  never  to  let 
your  channing  modesty  be  coiTupted,  by  the  accla- 
mations your  talents  will  receive.  The  native  qua-* 
Hties  of  the  man  should  never  be  sacrificed  to  those 
of  the  author,  however  sliiuing.  I  take  this  liberty 
as  an  older  man,  which  reminds  me  how  little  I 
dare  promise  myself  that  I  shall  see  your  work  com-  - 
pkted !  But  I  love  posterity  enough  to  contri* 
bute,  if  I  can,  to  give  them  pleasure  through  you. 

I  am  too  weak  to  say  more,  though  I  could  talk 
for  hours  on  your  history.  But  one  feeling  I  can* 
not  suppress,  though  it  is  a  sensation  of  vanity.  I 
think,  nay,  I  am  sure  I  perceive,  that  your  senti- 
ments on  government  agree  with  my  own.  It  is 
the  only  point  on  which  I  suspect  myself  of-  any 
partiality  in  my  admiration.  It  is  a  reflection  of  a 
fax  inferior  vanity  that  pleases  me  in  your  speak* 
ing  with,  so  much  distinction  of  that,  alas!  von* 
derful  period,  in  which  the  world  saw  five  good 
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monarchs  succeed  each  otlien  I  have  often  thought  . 

of  treating  that  Elysian  aem.    Happily  it  has  fallen 
into  better  hands ! 

I  have  been  able  to  rise  to-day,  for  the  first  time, 
and  flatter  myself  that  if  I  have  no  relapse,  you 
will  in  two  or  three  days  more  give  me  leave.  Sir, 
to  ask  the  honour  of  seeing  you.  In  the  mean' 
time,  be  just ;  and  do  not  suspect  me  of  tkttering 
you.  You  will  always  hear  that  I  say  the  same  of 
you  to  every  body. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  regard,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

HoR.  Walpole. 

N°  LXXVI. 

jTAe  Hon.  Horace  Walpole  to  Edward 

Gibbon,  Esf. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  gone  through  your  Inquisitor's  attack, 
and  am  far  from  being  clear  that  it  deserves  your 
giving  yourself  the  trouble  of  an  answer,  as  neither 
the  detail  nor  the  result  aflFects  your  argument.  So 
fer  from  it,  many  of  his  reproofs  are  levelled  at 
your  having  quoted  a  wrong  page,  he  confessing 
often  that  what  you  have  cited  is  in  the  author  re- 
ferred to,  but  not  precisely  in  the  individual  spot 
If  St.  Peter  is  attended  by  a  corrector  of  the  press, 
you  will  certainly  never  be  admitted  where  he  i3 
porter.  I  send  you  my  copy,  because  I  scribbled 
'  my  remarks.  ^  I  do  not  send  them  with  the  imper- 
tinent 
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tinent  presumption  of  suggesting  a  hint  to  you, 
but  to  prove  I  did  not  grudge  the  trouble  of  going 
through  such  k  book,  when  you  desired  it ;  and  to 
shew  how  little  struck  me  as  of  any  weight. 

I  have  set  down  nothing  on  your  imputed  pla« 
giarismsy  for  if  they  are  so,  no  argument  that  has 
ever  been  employed,  must  be  used  again,  even 
where  the  passage  necessary,  is  applied  to  a  different 
purpose.  An  author  is  not  allowed  to  be  master 
of  his  own  works,  but  by  Davis's  new  law,  the 
first  person  that  cites  him,  would  be  so.  You 
probably  looked  into  Middleton.  Dodwell,  &e. 
had  the  same  reflections  on  the  same  circumstances, 
or.  conceived  them,  so  as  to  recollect  them,  with- 
out remembering  what  suggested  them.  Is  this 
plagiarism?  If  it  is,  Davis  and  such  cavillers 
might  go  a  short  step  tartiier,  and  insist  that  an 
author  should  peruse  every  work  antecedently 
written,  on  every  subject  at  all  collateral  to  his 
own, — not  to  assist  him,  but  to  be  sure  to  avoid 
every  material  touched  by  his  predecessors. 

I  will  make  but  one  remark  on  such  divine 
champions.  Davis  and  his  prototypes  tell  you 
Middleton,  &c.  have  used  the  same  objections,  ami 
they  have  been  confuted ;  answeriyig,  in  the  Theo- 
k)gic  Dictionary,  signifying  conf  uting,  no  matter 
whether  there  is  sense,  argument,  truth,  in  the 
answ  er  or  not.  *  '  ' 

!  Upon  the  whole,  I  think  ridicule  is  the  only  an- 
swer such  a  work  is  intitled  to.  The  ablest  answer 
which  you  can  make  (which  would  be  the  ablest 
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answer  that  could  be  made)  would  never  have  any 
authority  with  the  cabal,  yet  would  allow  a  sort  of 
dignity  to  the  author.  His  patrons  will  always 
maintain  that  he  vanquished  you,  unless  you  make 
him  too  ridiculous  for  them  to  dare  to  revive  his 
natne.  You  might  div^  yourself  too  with  fllma 
mater,  the  church,  employing  a  goujat  to  defend 
the  citadel,  while  the  generals  repose  in  their  tents. 
If  IrensBUs,  St.  Augustine,  &c.  did  not  set  appren* 
ticcs  and  proselytes  to  combat  Celsus  and  the  ad- 
versaries of  the  new  religion— —but  early  bishops 
had  not  five  or  six  thousand  pounds  a-year. 

In  short,  dear  Sir,  I  wish  you  not  to  lose  your 
time;  that  is,  either  not  reply,  or  set  your  mark 
on  your  answer,  liiat  it  may  always  be  read  with 
the  rest  of  your  works. 

N*  LXXVIL 

The  Hon.  Horace  Walpole  to  Edward 

Gibbon,  Esq. 

The  penetration,  solidity,  ^nd  taste,  that  made 
you  the  first  of  historians,  dear  Sk,  prerent  my 
being  surprised  at  your  being  the  best  writer  of 
controversial  pamphlets  too.  I  have  read  you  with 
more  precipitation  dian  such  a  work  deserved,  but 
I  could  not  disobey  you  and  detain  it.  Yet  even  in 
that  hurry  I  could  discern,  besides  a  thousand  beau- 
.  ties  and  strokes  of  wit,  the  mimitable  eighty-tiurd 
page,  and  the  conscious  dignity  that  you  maintain 
throughout,  over  your  monkish  antagonists.  When 

you 
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yOu  aire  so  superior  in  argument,  it  would  look  like 
insensibility  to  the  power  of  your  reasonings  to 
Select  transient  passages  for  conunendattioo ;  and 
yet  I  inust  mention  one  that  pleased  me  particu- 
laiiy,  from  the  delicacy  of  the  severity,  and  from  its 
.noyelQr  too ;  it  is,  boid  is  not  the  ward.  This  is  the 
feathered  arrow  of  Cupid  that  is  more  formidable 
than  the  club  of  Hercules.  I  need  not  specify 
thanks,  when  I  prove  how  much  I  have  been 
pleased. 

Your  most  obliged, 
H.  Walpole. 

N*  LXXVIII.  . 

Iljctract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Robertson  to 
Mr.  Strahan,  ^ted  Edinburgh  College, 
March  15,  1776. 

•  #   •   •   Since  my  last  I  haye  read  Mr.  Gib- 

bons  History  with  much  attention,  and  great 
pleasure.  It  is  a  work  of  very  high  merit  indeed. 
He  possesses  that  industry  of  research,  without 
Svhicli  no  man  deserves  the  name  of  an  historian. 
His  narrative  is  perspicuous  and  interesting ;  his 
style  is  elegant  and  forcible,  though  in  some  pas- 
sages I  think  rather  too  laboured,  and  in  others  too 
quaint.  But  these  defects  ai*e  amply  compensated 
by  the  beauty  bf  the  general  flow  of  language,  and 
a  very  peculiar  happiness  in  many  of  his  expres- 
sions. I  have  traced  him  in  many  of  his  quota- 
tions, (for  experience  has  taught  me  to  suspect  the 
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accuracy  of  my  brother  penmen,)  and  I  find  he 
refers  to  no  passage  but  what  he  has  seen  with  his 
own  eyes*  I  hope  the  book  will  be  as  successful 
as  it  deserves  to  be.  I  have  not  yet  read  the  two 
last  chapters,  but  am  sorry,  from  what  I  have  heard 
of  them,  that  he  has  taken  such  a  tone  in  them  as. 
will  give  great  offence,  and  hurt  the  sale  of  the 
book. 

N^LXXIX. 
Adam  Ferguson,  Esq.  to  Mr.  Giuuon. 

Dear  Sir,.  Edinburgh,  March  19th,  177^. 

I  RECEIVED,  about  eight  days  agfo,  after  I  had 
been  reading  your  History,  the  copy  which  you 
have  been  so  good  as  to  send  me,  and  for  which  I 
now  trouble  you  with  my  thanks.  But  even  if  I 
had  not  been  thus  called  upon  to  offer  you  my 
respects,  I  could  not  have  refrained  from  congratu- 
lating you  on  the  merit,  and  undoubted  success, 
of  this  valuable  performance.  The  persons  of  this 
place  whose  judgment  you  will  value  most,  agree 
in  opimon,  that  you  have  made  a  great  addition  to 
the  classical  literature  of  England,  and  given  us, 
what  .Thucydides  proposed  leaving  with  his  own 
countrymen,  a  possession  in  perpetuity.  Men  of 
a  certain  modesty  and  merit  always  exceed  the 
expectations  of  their  friends ;  and  it  is  with  very 
great  pleasure  I  tell  you,  that  although  you  must 
have  observed  in  me  every  mark  of  consideration 
and  regard,  that  this  is,  nevertheless,  tlie  case,  I 
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receive  your  instruction,  and  study  your  modeli 
with  great  deference,  and  join  with  ev^  one  else^ 
in  applauding  the  extent  of  your  plan,  in  hands  so 
well  able  to  execute  it.  Some  of  your  readers,  I  find, 
were  impatient  to  get  at  the  fifl^nth  chapter,  and 
began  at  that  place.  I  have  not  heard  much  of 
their  criticism,  b^t  am  told  that  many  doubt  of 
your  orthodoxy.  ^  I  wish  to  be  always  x)f  the  chari- 
table side,  while  I  own  you  have  proved  that  the 
clearest  stream  may  becoine.  foul  when  it  comes  tp 
rdn  over  the  muddy  bottom  of  human  nature.  I 
have  hot  stayed  to  make  any  particular  remarks. 
If  any  should  occur  on  the  second  readini^,  I  shall 
not  fail  to  lay  in  my  claim  to  a  more  n/eeded,  and 
more  useful  admonition  from  you,  in  case  I  ever 
produce  any  thing  that  merits  your  attention. 
And  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged,  and  tnost  humble  Servant^ 

Adam  FEaouso^. 

N^LXXX. 

Extract  of  a  Letter Jrom  Mt.  David  Hume  to 

Mr.  Strahan,  dated'' 

Edinburgh,  April  8th,  177^. 

•    *    •    *    I  AM  very  much  taken  with 

Mr.  Gibbon's  Roman  History,  which  came  from 
your  press,  and  am  glad  to  hear  of  its  success. 
There  will  no  books  of  reputation  now  be  printed 
in  London  but  through  your  hands  and  Mr.  Ca- 
dell's.  The  Author  tells  me,  that  he  is  already 
preparing  a  second  edition.  I  resolve^!  to  have 
given  him  my  advice  with  regard  to  the  manner  of 
VOL.  II,  M  printing 
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printing  it ;  but  as  I  am  now  writing  to  you,  it  is 
the  same  thing.   He  ought  certainly  to  print  the 
number  of  the  chapter  at  the  head  of  the  margin ; 
and  it  would  be  better  if  something  of  the  contents 
could  also  be  added.   One  is  also  plagued  with  his  . 
notes,  according  to  the  present  method  of  printing 
the  book :  when  a  note  is  announced,  you  turn  to 
the  end  of  the  volume ;  and  there  you  often  find 
nothing  but  a  reference  to  ah  authority.  All  tiiiese 
Authorities  ought  only  to  be  printed  acthe  margin ; 
or  the  bottom  of  the  page.   I  desire  a  copy  of  my 
new  edition  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Gibbon ;  as 
wishing  that  gentleman,  whom  I  so  highly  valuer 
should  peruse  me  in  a  form  the  least  imperfect  to 
which  I  can  bring  my  work. 

•  •  *  *  Dr.  Smith's  performance  is 
another  excellent  work  that  has  come  from  yomr 
prress  this  winter ;  but  I  have  ventured  to  tell  him, 
that  it  requires  too  much  thought  to  be  as  popular 
as  Mr.  Gibbon's. 

LXXXI. 
Mr.  F£aGusoN  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

Dbae  Sir,  Edinburgh,  April  ISth,  177^. 

I  SHOULD  make  some  apolpgy  for  not  writing 
you  sooner  an  answer  to  your  obliging  letter ;  but 
if  you  should  honour  me  frequently  with  such  re- 
quests, you  will  find,  that,  >vith  very  good  inten- 
tions, I  am  a  very  dilatoi^  and  irregular  correspon- 
dent. I  am  sorry  to  tell  you,  that  our  respectable 
friend  *  is  still  declining  in  his  health ;  he  is  greatly 

*  Mr.  Hume. 
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emaciated,  and  loses  strength.   He  talks  familiarly 
of  his  near  prospect  of  dying.    kii&  mother,  it 
seems,  died  under  the  same  symptoms ;  and  it  ap- 
pears so  little  necessary,  or  proper,  to  flatter  liini, 
that  no  one  attempts  it*   I  never  observed  his  un- 
derstanding more  clear,  or  his  humour  more  plea- 
sant and  lively.    He  has  a  great  aversion  to  leave 
the  tranquilUty  of  his  own  house,  to  go  in  search 
of  health  among  inns  and  hostlers.  And  his  friends 
here  gave  way  to  him  for  some  time;  but  now 
think  it  necessary  that  he  should  make  an  effort  to 
try  what  change  of  place  and  air,  or  any  thing  else 
Sir  Jolm  Pringle  may  advise,  can  do  for  him.  I 
left  him  this  morning  in  the  mind  to  comply  in  this 
'article,  and  I  hope  that  he  will  be  prevailed  on 
to  set  out  in  a  few  days.    He  is  just  now  sixty- 
five. 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  pleasure  you  give  us 

recoils  a  little  on  yourscll',  through  our  feeble  testi- 
mony. I  have,  as  you  suppose,  been  employed, 
at  any  intervals  of  leisure  or  rest  I  have  ha^  for 
some  years,  in  taking  notes,  or  collecting  materials, 
for  a  History  of  the  distractions  that  broke  down 
the  Roman  Republic,  and  ended  in  the  establish* 
ment  of  Augustus  and  his  immediate  successors. 
•The  compliment  you  are  pleased  to  pay,  I  cannot 
accept  of,  even  to  -my  subject;  Your  subject  now 
appears  with  advantages  it  was  not  supposed  to 
have  had ;  and  I  suspect  that  tlie  magnificence  of 
'the  mouldering  ruin  vmll  appear  more  striking,  tii£^ 
the  same  building  when  the  vi  w  is  perplexed  with 
scaffolding,  workmen,  and  disorderly  lodgers,  and 
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the  ear  is  stunned  with  the  noise  of  destructions 
and  repairs,  and  the  alarms  of  fire.  The  night 
which  you  begin  to  describe  is  solenuiy  and  there 
"  are  gleams  of  light  superior  to  what  is  to  be  found 
in  any  other  time.  I  comfort  myself^  that  as  my 
trade  is  the  study  of  human  nature,  I  could  not  fix 
on  a  more  interesting  comer  of  it,  than  the  end  of 
the  Roman  Kepublic.  .  Whether  my  compilations 
should  ever  deserve  the  attention  of  any  one  b^ 
sides  myself,  must  remain  to  be  determined  after 
they  aie  farther  advanced.  I  take  the  liberty  to 
trouble  you  with  the  inclosed  for  Mr.  Smith,  whose 
uncertain  stay  in  London  makes  me  at  a  loss  how 
to  direct  for  him.  You  have  both  such  reason,  to 
be  pleased  with  the  world  just  now,  that  I  hope 
you  are  pleased  with  each  other. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  Servant, 

Adam  Ferguson, 

N"  LXXXII. 

JEdWABD  (jrlBBON,  Esg.  to  J.  HOLROYD,  Esq^ 

London,  May  SfHht  1776* 
I  AM  angry  that  you  should  impede  my  noble 
designs  of  visiting  foreign  parts^  more  especially 
I  have  an  advantage  which  Sir  Wilftil  had  not,  that 
of  understanding  your  foreign  hngos.    With  re-^ 
gard  to  Mrs.  Gibbon,  her  i^nded  visit,  to  which 
I  was  not  totally  a- stranger,  will  do  me  honour ; 
aud,  though  it  should  delay  my  emigration  till  the 
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end  of  July,  there  will  still  remain  the  motitha  of 

August,  September,  and  October.  Above  all, 
abstain  from  giving  the  least  hint  to  any  Bath  cor- 
respondent, and  perhaps,  if  I  am  not  provoked  by 
opposition,  the  tiling  may  not  be  absolutely  cer- 
tain. At  all  events^  you  may  depend  on  a  pre* 
vious  visit  At  present,  I  am  very  busy  with  thp 
Neckers.  I  live  with  her,  just  as  I  used  to  do 
twenty  years  ago,  laugh  at  her  Paris  varnish,  and 
oblige  her  to  become  a  simple  reasoijable  Suissesse. 
The  man  w  ho  might  read  Englisli  husbands  lessons 
of  proper  and  dutiful  behaviour,  is  a  sensible  good* 
natured  creature.  In  about  a  fortnight  I  launch 
.  again  into  the  world  in  the  shape  of  a  quarto  vo- 
lume. Cadell  assures  me,  that  he  never  remem- 
bered so  eager  and  impatient  a  demand  for  a  second 
edition.  The  town  is  beginning  to  break  up ;  the 
day  after  to-morrow  we  have  our  last  day  in  the  ^ 
House  of  Commons,  to  inquire  into  the  instruct 
tions  of  the  commissioners.  I  like  tlie  plan,  and 
the  motion  appears  plain.  Adieu.  I  dined  with 
Lord  Palmerstone  to^y ;  great  dinner  of  catches. 
I  embrace  my  Lady  and  the  Maria. 

LXXXIII. 

7%e  Same  to  the  Same. 

To  tell  you  any  thing  of  the  change,  or  rather 
changes,  of  governors,  I  must  have  known  some- 
thing of  them  myself;  but  all  is  darkness,  confu* 
^on,  and  uncertunfy,  to  such  a  degree,  that  people 
do  not  even  know  what  lies  to  invent.  The  news 
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ifrom  America  have  indeed  diverted  the  public 

attention  into  another,  and  far  greater,  channel. 
All  that  you  see  in  the  papers,  of  the  repulse  at 
Quebec,  as  well  as  the  capture  of  Dee,  rests  on  ifhe 
authority  (a  very  unexceptionable  one)  of  the  pro- 
vincial papers,  as  they  have  been  transmitted  by 
Governor  Tryon  from  New  York.  Howe  is  well^ 
and  eats  plentifully ;  and  the  weather  seems  to 
clear  up  so  fast,  that,  according  to  the  English 
custom,  we  have  passed  from  the  lowest  despon- 
dency to  a  full  assurance  of  success,  Aly  new 
birth  happened  last  Monday;  seven  hundred  of  the 
fifteen  hundred  were  gone  yesterday.  I  now  iin* 
derstand,  from  pretty  good  authority,  that  Dr, 
Porteus,  the  fiiend  and  chaplain  of  Seeker,  is  actu- 
ally sharpening  his  goose  quill  against  the  two  last 
chapters.  Adieu, 

June  the  6th,  1776,  from  Almack's^  where  I 
was  chosen  last  week. 

W  LXXXIV. 
Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Holrotd,  Esg^ 

Almack's,  June  24th,  1776. 

Yes,  yes,  I  am  alive,  and  well ;  but  what  shall  I 

say?  Town  grows  empty,  and  this  house,  where  I 
have  passed  very  agreeable  hours,  is  the  only  place 
which  still  unites  the  flower  of  the  English  youth. 
The  style  of  living,  thoixgli  somezvkat  expensive,  is 
exceedingly  pleasant,  and,  notwithstanding  ,the 
rage  of  play,  I  have  found  more  entertaining,  and 
even  rational  society  here,  than  in  any  other  club 

to 
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to  which  I  belong.  Mrs.  Gibbon  still  hangs  in 
suspense,  and  seems  to  consider  a  town-expedition 
with  horror.  I  think,  however,  that  she  will  be 
soon  in  motioi^;  and  when  I  have  her  in  Ben- 
tinck-street,  we  shall  pethaps  talk  of  a  Sheffield 
excursion.  I  am  now  deeply  engaged  in  the  reign 
of  Constantine,  and,  from  the  specimens  which  I 
have  already  seen,  I  can  venture  to  promise,  that 
the  second  volume  will  not  be  less  interesting 
than  the  first  The  fifteen  hundred  copies  are 
moving  off  with  decent  speed,  and  tKe  obliging 
Cadell  begins  to  mutter  something  of  a  third  edi* 
tion  for  next  year.*   No  news  of  Deyverdun,  or 
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his  French  translation.   What  a  la2y  dog!.  Ma* 

dame  Nccker  has  been  gone  a  great  while.  I 
gave  her,  en  partantj  the  most  ^lemn  assurances 
of  following  her  paws  in  less  than  two  months; 
but  the  voice  of  indolence  begins  to  whisper  a 
thousand  diiticulties,.  and  unless  your  absurd  poli- 
cy should  thoroughly  provoke  me,  the  Parisian 
journey  may  possibly  be  deferred.  I  rejoice  in 
the  progress  of  *  *  *  towards  light.  We  are  in 
expectation  of  American  news.  Carleton  is  made 
a  Knight  of  the  Bath.  The  old  report  of  Wash- 
ington's resignation,  and  quarrel  with  tlie  Con- 
gress^ seems  to  revive.  Adieu. 

W  LXXXV, 

Extract  of  a  Letter from  Dr.  George  Campbell, 

Professor  at  Aberdeen,  to  Mr.  Strahan,  dated 
Aberdeen,  June  25  th,  1776. 

I  HAVE  lately  read  over  one  of  your  last  win-  • 
ter's  publications  with  very  great  pleasure,  and  I 
hope  some  instruction.  My  expectations  were 
indeed  high  when  I  began  it;  but,  I  assure  you, 
the  entertainment  I  received  greatly  exceeded 
them.  What  made  me  fell  to  it  with  greater  avi- 
dity W4S,  that  it  had  in  part  a  pretty  close  con- 
nection with  a  subject  I  had  occasion  to  treat 
sometimes  in  my  Theological  Lectures;  to  wit, 
tlie  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Hierarchy :  and  you 
will  believe  that  I  was  not  the  less  pleased  to  dis- 
cover. 
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cover,  in  an 'historian  of  so  much  learning  and 

penetration,  so  great  a  coincidence  with  my  own 
sentiments,  in  relation  to  some  obscure  points  in 
the  Christian  antiquities.  I  suppose  I  need  not 
now  inform  you,  that  the  book  I  mean  is  Gib- 
bon's History  of  the  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire; 
which,  in  respect  of  the  style  and  manner,  as  well 
as  the  matter,  is  a  most  masterly  performance. 

N«  LXXXVI. 
Madame  Necker  i  Monsieur  Gibbon. 

'  Paris,  39  Juillet. 

Je  me  reprocherois  vivement,  Monsieur,  d*avoir 
laiss6  si  long  temps  sans  r^ponse  la  plus  touchante  et 
la  plus  aimable  des  lettres,  si  je  Tavois  fait  par  ^ ' 
paresse  ou  par  negligence ;  mais  j'ai  malhemeuse- 
ment  une  trop  bonne  excuse,  M.  Necker  a  6t6 
long  temps  maladc  iion  clu  regret  d  avoir  doiin^  sa 
demission,  mais  du  cliagrin  d  evoir  ^t^  oblig^  de  la 
domier;  car  il  est  pour  les  honnfites  gens  une  n6» 
cessit^  morale  plus  invincible  que  la  necessit6 
physique :  les  inquietudes,  que  la  sante  de  Mons. 
Necker  m'a  fait  6prouver,  m'ont  appris  plus  que 
jamais  c\  compter  pour  ricu  les  peines  qui  n'afFec- 
tent  pas  la  sensibility:  quand  Monsieur  Necker 
se  chargea  d'une  grande  place,  je  cms  le  pr6ter  k 
riionneur,  et  non  aux  honncurs,  ct  quand  on  a 
voulu  lui  conserver  les  uns  an  d6pens  de  Tautre, 
j'ai  repris  avec  transport  le  bie'n  dont  je  m'^tois 

.  priv^c, 
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piiv^e,  ct  j  ai  Tame  trop  tendre  pour  craindre  dc 
.ne  pouvoir  pas  seule  suffire  au  bonheur  d'une  per- 
sonne  qui  m'est  chire:  la  retraite  de  Monsieur 
Necker  a  ^ t6  accompagn^  des  regrets  et  de  T^tonne- 
inent  de  toute.la  France,  etnous  m6me  en  descen- 
dant au  fond  denos  coeurs  nous  ne  pouvons  encore 
comprendre  qu'on  nous  ait  contraint  h  abandon- 
ner  une  administration,  oii  le  succ^  avoit  tou- 
jours  suivi  la  piuret^  des  intentions:  nous  sommes 
k  St.  Ouen;  mais  loin  dy  ^prouver  le  sort  ordi- 
naire, et  auquel  la  morale  commune  m*avoit  pre- 
pare, nous  avons  itA  suivis  non  seulement  des 
gens,  que  nous  croyons  attaches  k  nous  par  les 
seules  circonstances,  mais  encore  d'une  fouie  in- 
ombrable  de  citoyens  de  toiis  les  ordres,  quine 
tieniient  aux  grandes  places,  que  par  la  relation 
du  bien  public.    M.  Necker  a        baign6  de 
larmes  et  combl^  d*doges  et  de  benedictions,  et 
tout  ce  qui  s'est  fait  a  cette  occasion  pourroit  ^tre 
raconte  par  un  historien,  mais  ne  peut  £tre  hasard^ 
dans  unelettre:  mon  estime  pour  la  yoix  pub- 
lique  en  est  augment^e :  il  semble  que  la  v^rit^ 
jaillit  du  milieu  de  cette  agitation  de  toutes  les 
ames,  et  que  le  mensonge,  qui  se  r^fugie  quelque- 
fois  dans  les  opinions  particuli^res,  en  est  bicntot 
chas$e  par  cette  voix  g^n^rale,  comme  les  demons 
retoient  jadis  par  le  nom  de  la  divinit6:  pardon  si 
je  vous  parle  de  Monsieur  Necker  avec  cette  fran- 
chise.  Vous  Sjpavez  par  lliistoire  de  tons  les  sidles, 
et  peut-^tre  par  la  vdtre,  que  les  petits  d^fauts  non 
seulement  ne  concluent  rien  cpntre  le  g^nie,  mais 
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•   flhAme  Tannoiiceiit  sauvent;  cesd^fkutsdesgraiurs 

homines  sont  un  pr6$ent,  que  la  nature  bienfai- 
sante  fait  k  ieurs  femmes,  ou  k  kun  atnis:  un 
homme  parfait  se  suiliroit  k  hxi-mtme :  il  iiiut  avoir 
des  torts  et  des  foiblesses  pour  sentir  les  jouis- 
sancesi  les  besoins,  et  les  consolations,  que  le  cocur 
peut  donner.  C'est  k  cette  circonstance,  que  je 
dois  1  article  du  Compte  Rendu,  .dont  vous  me  par- 
lez  avec  tant  de  graces.  Je  ne  s^aurois  m'emp6cher 
d'etre  sensible  k  ce  que  vous  m'en  dites,  et  cepen- 
dant  je  puis  vous  assurer  qu'il  a  paru  malgr^  moi: 
j'ai  joui  long  terns  en  silence  du  plaisir  de  rendre 
Monsieur  Necker  heureux,  et  I'opinion  ne  pouvoit 
rien  ajouter  h  ce  sentiment ;  car  il  est  une  con- 
science pour  le  coeur  comme  pour  la  vertu,  k  qui  - 
les  regards  des  hommes  sont  indifFi^rents,  mais 
ceux  dc  Taftection  ne  peuvent  I'fetre:  ils  ajoutent 
k  tous  les  biens;  et  d'ailleurs  votre  amiti6  m'est 
ti'op  chfere  pour  ne  pas  d^sirer  votre  estime. 

Nous  n'avons  pas  encore  eu  le  temps  d'^prouver 
Je  vuide  que  laisse  I'absence  des .  grandes  affaires : 
nous  n'avons  senti  que  la  crainte  qu'elles  ne  prisent 
une  route  diff6rente  de  celle  que  nous  leur  avions 
trac^ :  car  la  passion  du  bien  public  comme  toutes 
les  passions  abstraites,  doit  fetre  constante,  puisque 
Tobjet  en  est  inalterable. 

Votre  tendresse  patemelle  me  parolt  si  bien 
plac6e,  que  je  ne  puis  m'empfecher  de  la  partager; 
vos  enfans  ont  quelques  d^fauts  dans  le  caract^re, 
mais  Us  nous  enchantent,  et  vous  m'avez  appris  k 
aimer  Thistoire,  qui  m'avoit  toujours  paru  jusques 
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i  present  un  miroir  exagdr^  de  nos  deformity, 
parceque  les  grands  traits  parvenoient  seuls  jus* 

ques  k  nous :  k  present  je  la  lis  avec  d^lices,  cette 
histoire,  oil  je  ciois  voir  k  la  foi9  Tespritde  taut  de 
flifecles  concentr^  dans  une  seule  t£te,  et  les  juge* 
mens  de  toutes  les  nations  aboutis  un  seul 
jugementy  qui  les  ^aire^  et  qui  nous  les  rend  aveo 
toutes  les  graces  de  la  nouveaut^  sans  leur  rien 
faireperdre,  cependant,  de  leur  air  noble  et  antique. 
Vous  ne  devez  pas  douter  du  plaisir  que  vo$  suo 
m^ont  fait  goiiter ;  car  depuis  long  temps  Je  ne 
suis  avertie  de  mon  amour-propre  que  par  ma  sen- 
sibility:  je  ne  vous  donnerai  pas  de  conseils:  je  ne 
pourrois  critiquer  que  vos  opinions  ou  vos  senti^ 
mens,  et  ce  n  est  pas  de  conseils  qui  peuvent  les 
changer:  vous  avez  d'ailleurs  une  mani^re  d'^rire 
qui  n'appartient  qu'i  vous :  il  faut  que  vous  suiviez 
rimpulsion  de  votre  g^nie,  et  quiconque  hasarde- 
roit  d'autres  avis  que  celui  de  vous'livrer  bardiment. 
k  vous  mfime,  ne  seroit  pas  digne  de  vous  admirer 
u'y  de  sentir  le  prix  inestimable  d  une  sublime  sin^ 
gularit^. 

Nous  fbrmons  le  projet  de  passer  T^t^  prochaine 

en  Suisse,  mais  je  nose  encore  m en  flatter,  car 
Monsieur  Necker  est  tr^  ind^cis  dans  les  petites 
ehoses:  oill  que  j'aille,  vos  livres  me  suivront  etme 
feront  goutcr  i\  la  fois  le  plaisir  et  le  bonheur  par 
le  double  int^r^t  de  Tauteur  et  de  louvrage:  si 
vous  y  joignez  quelques  lettres,  elles  seront  bien^ 
accueillies  et  bien  senties ;  si  vous  n'^crivez  point  ^ 
•  •  •  mais  je  ne  veux  pas  m'arrdter  sur  le  douloureux 
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^iip(on ;  je  finis  ces  longs  discQuis  que  la  seule 
amiti^  peut  pardonner;  j*ai  cm  que  vous  me  per- 
mettriez  de  dieter  cette  lettre:  .les  sentimens  di-. 
vers  auxquels  j'ai  ^t^  en  proye,  ont  diminu^  mes 
forces ;  mais  si  mes  doigts  ne  sf  auroient  tenir  la 
plume  sans  fatigue,  mou  cceur  et  n\a  pens^e  peu- 
vent^  en  revanche,  s'^lancer  au  deUdes  mers,  et  ne 
se  lassent  jamais  de  le  iiure* 

C.  N, 

Mon  addressc  est  actuellement  k  Parisi  Rue 
Berg^re. 

N°  LXXXVII. 
Edufakd  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Holrotd,  Esq. 

Saturday,  August,  177^* 

We  expect  you  at  five  o'clock  Tuesday,  without 
a  sore  throat.   You  have  ere  this  heard  of  the 

shocking  accident  which  takes  up  the  attention  of 
the  town.  Our  old  acquaintance 
By  his  own  indolence,  rather  than  extravagance, 
his  circumstances  were  embarrassed,  and  he  had 
frequently  declared  himself  tired  of  life.  No  pub- 
lic news,  nor  any  material  expected,  till  the  end  of 
this,  or  the  beginning  of  next  month,  when  Howe 
will  probably  have  collected  his  whole  force.  A 
tough  business  indeed.  You  see  by  their  declara- 
tion, that  they  have  now  passed  the  Rubicon,  and 
rendered  the  work  of  a  treaty  infinitely  more  diffi- 
You  will  perhaps  say,  so  much  the  better; 

but 
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but  I  do  assure  you,  that  the  thinking  friends  of 

Government  are  by  no  means  sanguine.  I  take 
the  opportunity  of  eating  turtle  with  Garrick  at 
Hampton.  Adieu. 

N°  Lxxxvm.  . 

EpVAnD  GiBBOK,  Esq.  io  J.  Holrotdv  Esq. 

Saturday,  three-quarters  past  £l#en,  1776.- 

FoR  the  present  I  am  so  deeply  engaged,  that 
you  must  renounce  ti^e  hasty  apparition  at  She£> 
field-plaee ;  but  if  you  should  be  very  impatient,  I 
will  try  (after  the  meeting)  to  run  down,  between 
the  Friday  and  Monday,  and  bring  you  the  last 
editions  of  things.  At  present  nought  but  expec- 
tation. The  attack  on  me  is  begun;  an  anony- 
mous eighteen-penny  pamphlet,  which  will  get  the 
author  more  glory  in  the  next  world  than  in  this. 
The  heavy  troops,  Watson  and  another,  are  on  their 
inarch.  Adieu. 

LXXXIX. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr. 
STRAHAN,<i!if/eif  Edinburgh,  August  30th,  1776. 

Alas  for  David  Hume!^  His  friends  have 
sustained  a  great  loss  in  his  death.  He  was  in- 
terred yesterday,  at  a  place  he  lately  purchased  in 
the  burying-ground  on  the  Calton. 

*  Mr.  Hume  fiied  at  Edinburgh,  August  25tb,  177^> 
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^  For  whO|  to  dumb  forgetfulness  a  prey^ 
This  pleaabg  aaxioits  being  e'er  reuga'd, 
Lefit  the  warm  precincts  of  the  cheerful  day, 

I*^ui  casl  oiie  longing,  lingering  look  belaud 

A  monumenton  that  airy  elevated  cemetery,  which, 

on  account  of  a  magnificent  terrace  now  carried 
round  the  hill,  is  greatly  frequented,  will  be  ex- 
tremely conspicuous,  and  must  often  call  his  name 
to  remembrance.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  the 
same  day  on  which  Lucretius  died,  ^ve  birth  to 
Virgil;  and  amidst  their  late  severe  loss,  philo* 
sophy  and  literature  will  probably  find  themselves 
not  wholly  disconsolate,  on  retlecting  that  the  same 
year  in  which  they  were  deprived  of  Hume^  Gib- 
bon arose ;  his  superior  in  some  respects.  This 
gentleman  s  History  of  the  Decline  of  the  Roman 
Empire  appears  to  me,  in  point  of  composition,  in- 
comparably the  finest  production  in  English,  with- 
out any  exception.  I  hardly  thought  the  language 
capable  of  arriving  at  his  correctness,  perspicuity, 
and  strength.  : 

N°  XC. 

Edwaed  Gjbbon,  Esq.  to  J.  B.  Holroyp,  Esq* 

I  HOPE  you  bark  and  growl  at  my  silence ;  growl 

and  bark.  This  is  not  a  time  for  correspondence. 
Parliament,  visits,  dinners,  suppers,  and  an  hour  or 
two  stolen  with  difficulty  for  the  Decline,  leave 
but  very  little  leisure.  I  send  you  the  Gazette, 
and  have  scarcely  any  thing  to  add,  except  that 
about  five  hundred  of  them  have  deserted  to  us, 

audi 
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and  that  the  New  York  incendiaries  were  ilhme- 

diately,  and  very  justifiably,  destined  to  the  cord. 
Lord  George  Gcnnaine,  with  whom  I  had  a  long 
conversation  last  night,  was  in  high  spirits,  and 
hopes  to  reconquer  Germany  in  America.  On  the 
side  of  Canada,  he  only  fears  Carleton's  slowness, 
but  entertains  great  expectations  that  the  light 
troops  and  Indians,  under  Sir  William  Johnson,  , 
who  are  sent  from  Oswe^^o  down  the  Mohawk 
River  to  Albany,  will  oblige  the  Provincials  to 
give  up  tlie  defence  of  the  Lakes,  for  fear  of  being 
cut  oiF.  The  report  of  a  foreign  war  subsides. 
House  of  Commons  dull,  and  opposition  talk  of 
suspending  hostilities  from  despair. 

An  anonymous  pamphlet  and  Dr.  Watson  out 
against  me ;  (in  my  opinion,)  the  former  feeble,  and 
very  illiberal ;  the  latter  uncommonly  genteel.  At 
last  I  have  had  a  letter  from  Dey  verdun ;  wretched 
excuses;  nothing  done;  vexatious  enough.  To- 

.  morrow  I  write  to  Suard,  a  very  skilful  translator 
of  Paris,  who  was  here  in  the  spring  with  the 
Neckers,  to  get  him  (if  hot  too  late)  to  undertake 

.  it  Adieu. 

XCI. 

Madame  Necker  d  M.  Gibbon. 

90  Septembre^  1776. 

A  MON  retour  de  Londres,  Monsieur,  toutes  leij 
marques  d'amiti^  que  vous  m'avez  donn^  m!ont 
(x€  sans  cesise  pr6sentes;  mais  je  voulois  vous  lire, 
et  J  esp^rois  de  vouai  voir  ;  vous  ue  venez  point,  je 

vais 
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'Vais  done  exprimer  bien  foiblement  I'lmpresslon 

que  j  ai  rcsseiitie.  Voiis  avcz  r^pandu  sur  une 
immense  Erudition  la  plus  profonde  et  la  plus  fine 

'  connoissance  des  hommes  et  de  Fhumanit^,  des 
nations  et  des  individus  de  tons  Ics  rangs ;  vous 
avez  r^uni  le  philosophe  et  Thomme  sensible ;  et 
cette  histoire  ignor^e  pendant  plusieurs  siteleis 
tleviendra,  je  n'en  doute  point,  la  plus  connue  et 
la  plus  cit6e.  Carinus  vous  devra  la  c^l^bht6  de 
N^ron,  et  Decie  ou  Gordien  celle  du  vertueux 

'Titus.  Vous  avez  montre  (jue  les  hommes  extraor- 
dinaires  ont  exists  dans  tous  les  tems,  et  que  la 
nature,  qui  n'avoit  d'abord  refus6  qu'un  Tacite  k 
Aui^lien  ou  Zenobie,  n'a  pu  sc  r^soudre  h  lalsser  son 
ouvrage  imparfait ;  si  vous  avez  moins  de  pr^ision 
que*  eet  histdrien,  en  revanche  vous  avez  cent  foia 
plus  d'id^es,  et  de  vaiiet^s  dans  les  id^es.  On  voit 
quila^t^  le  module  et  peut-^tre  la  source  de  votre 
ouvrage,  mais  c'est  nne  source  qui  s'est  grossie  de 
tous  les  torrents  dc  pens^'cs  qui  ont  coul6  dans  tous 
les  si^cles,  etvous  avez  niontr^  ce  qu'une  imagina- 

*tion  fi&conde  et  sensible  pent  encore  ajouter  k  la 
profondeur  et  k  T^tenduc  de  Fesprit.  Les  seuls  phi- 
losopbes  lisent  Tacite^  vous  serez  lu  de  tout  le 
monde ;  nous  apprendrons  k  penser  en  ctoyant  ne 
nous  exercer  qu':\  voir  et  i  sentir,  et  malgr6  vous, 

t  Monsieur^  dans  le  nombrede  vos  leeteurs,  vous  comp- 
terez  autant  de  femmes  que  d'hommes;  j'ai  dit 
malgr^  vous,  car  vous  les  avez  maltrait^es ;  i  vous 
entendre  toutes  ieurs  vertus  sont  factices;  ^toit-ce 

*  TOUS,  Monsieur,  qui  deviez  en  parkr  ainsi  ? 

Vous  d^sirez  et  vous  miritez  la  plus  grande 
VOL.  iL.  N  cAihnt&f 
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c^l^bi'it^  l%\m  de  votre  ouvrage  le  prouve :  mais 
I'aigle  ne  d^datgne  pas  de  prendre  uri  point  d'appui 
sur  la  terre  pour  s'^lever  dans  les  airs ;  ce  point 
d'appui  ce  n'est  pas  k  Londres  qu'il  taut  le  chercker; 
VOU8  6tes  trop  occup^s  de  vos  affaires ;  les  femmea 
ny  pai'lent  point,  et  dans  to  us  les  pays  oti  dies  ne 
sont  pas  le  centre  de  la  conversation  la  renomm^c 
n'aqu'une  voix  etqu*une  oreille-  C'est  k  Paris  qi^'il 
est  agr^able  d'etre  un  grand  homnie,  car  c  est  la. 
seulement  qu*on  chercfae  k  plaire  par  la  vivacit6  de 
la  conversation  et  qu'on  fait  passer  ^  sentiment 
dans  Tame  desautres  par  Tait  perfcctionn^  de  Texa- 
g^ration.  Si  nOus  n'avions  fait  usage  de  cet  art 
iendrie2  vous  justice  mferne  k  Voltaire  ?  et  depuis 
que  nous  apprenons  langlois  nous  a\ ons  augnient6 
jusques  chez  vous  la  c616brit6  de  vos  propres 
auteurs,  et  cet  6clat  de  Shakespear  k  qui  le  doitil?  . 
k  la  puissance  d  un  actcur  sublime  qui  s'emparoit 
tous  les  joiu^  pendant  trois  heures  du  coeur  et  des 
oreilles  des  Anglois,  et  qui  fkisoit  sur  eux  Teffet  de 
la  conversation  chez  nous.  Je  s^ais  que  votre  ouvrage 
a  fait  un  bruit  prodigieux,  et  cependant  je  ne  vous 
donne  pas  encore  trois  ans  de  gtierre  en  Am^^rique 
pour  que  ce  bruit  ne  se  fasse  plus  entendre  que 
dans  le  lointain.  Votre  politique,  cette  montagne 
qui  ^orase  tout^^touffe  m6me  les  g^ts  et  ne  laisse 
paroitre  de  terns  en  terns. que  ceux  qui,  comme  vous, 
soulfevent  ce  poids  imniense  par  des  torrents  de 
flammes:  livreznous  done  votre  ouvrage,  mais  peint 
de  germanismes.  Monsieur  Dey verdun  a  bcaucoup 
d'esprit  et  vous  verrez  inalgr6  cela  qu'il  fera  plu- 
^urs  plis  aux  feuiUes  de  rose*  Vous  qui  avei 
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Inuiiftf^Dit^  dans  Fanglois  t6itte  la  delicatease,  toute 

la  finesse,  eten  meme  tcnis  toute  la  clai't6  de  notre 
langue,  vous  transporterezdans  leiran^ioisla  richesse 
et  r^nergie  de  la  vdtre,  et  vous  les  icnrez  toutes 
<lcux  avec  cette  plume  harmonicusc  qui  semble  ne 
placer  un  mot  que  pour  Hatter  IWeiUe  conune  udb 
main  habOe  choisit  les  toudies  d'un.  cbtvecm. 

Au  restc  j  ose  refuser  toujours  niou  entliousiasme 
1^  vos  trois  demiers  chapitres.  Pourquoi  rhomme 
de  g^'iiie  qui  iait  son  dieu  de  la  gloire  et  qui  croit 
vivre  eterncllenient  dans  son  scin,  veut-il  oter  la 
niSme  esp^rance  a  ceux  qui  mettent  leur  vertu  k  la 
plnee  de  cette  gloire? 

Je  me  rappelle  la  franchise  de  nos  entretiens  dc 
Xiondresy  et  je  crois  vous  devoir  un  mot  sur  vbs 
coinpatriotes,  toujonrs  sous  le  sc6au  du  secret 
Jai  vu  plus  souvent  Milord  et  Milady  Lucauque 
Madame  de  Montagu,  d'abord  par  le  d^ir  qiie 
j'avqis  de  vous  plaire,  it  pr6ient  Vattrait  quWt  tou^ 
jours  les  bonnes  gens  sans  pretentions  et  d'une 
soci^  iacile  et  douce.  D'ailleursles  propos  k  b4ton9 
Tompus  ne  font  pas  mal  dans  on  pays  oik  la  conver- 
sation est  un  esclavage  dt^s  qu  elle  n'cst  pas  un 
j>laisir.  II  semble  ici  que  les  longues  phrases  et  les 
longues  pens^es  vous  jettent  au  col  un  noeud  cou- 
lant  pour  vous  emp^cher  de  vous  enfuir.  Madame 
s  Montagu  est  venue  k  Paris  comme  k  la  suite  de 
Shakespear,  dans  un  moment  o^  Voltaire  et  ses 
partisans  accablent  cet  auteur  dc  mauvaises  plaisan- 
teries,.  et  vous-sentez  qu  il  en  tombe  quelques  unes 
k  dioite  et  k  gauche  sur  son  adoratrice<  Ma]gr6  cela 
tout  le  nionde  icud  justice  a  rcsprit,aux  luniieres,  et 
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k  rhonn£tet6  de  Madame  de  Montagu.  £Ue  fait  des 

Efforts  inouis  pour  s'expriiiicr  en  fraiif ois :  en 
r^coutant,  je  me  rappelle  les  tourmens  que  j'^prou- 
vois  en  Angleterre  oil  je  n'entendois  personne  et  oh, 
personne  ne  m'entendoit.  Qui  ikj  sjait  compatir 
;aux  maux  qu'on  a  souftbrts? 

Cependant  je  ris  et  ne  conip^tis  point.  Mais 
quand  viendrcz  vous  done,  Monsieur?  fixez  nous 
r^poque  precise  afin  que  nous  soyons  heureux 
d'avance.  Nousvouspr^entons,  Monsieur  Necker 
et  moi,  Tassurance  des  sentimens  distingu6s  que 
nous  vous.  avons  .vou^s  pour  la  vie. " 

Pardon,  Monsieur ;  une  l^g^re  incommodit^  ne  m'a 
pas  permis  d'eci  ire  de  ma  main  cette  6norme  lettre. 

N°.  XCIL 

^Mr.  Gibbon  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Watson  (now 

Bishop  of  LandafF.) 

Bentinck-street,  November  2dy  1776. 
Mr.  Gibbon  takes  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
presenting  his  compliments  and  thanks  to  Dr. 
W^atson,  and  of  expressing  bis  -sense  of  the  liberal 
treatment  which  he  has  received  from  so  candid  an 
.adversary.    Mr.  Gibbon  entirely  coincides  in  opi- 
nion witiii  Dr.  Watson,  that  as  their  different  sen- 
timents, on  a  very  important  period  of  history,  are 
now  submitted  to  the  Public,  they  both  may 
.employ  their  time  in  a  manner  much  more  useful, 
as  well  as  agreeable,  than  they  could  possibly  do 
by  exhibiting  a  single  combat  in  the  amphitheatre 
of  controversy.   Mr.  Gibbon  is  therefore  deter- 
mined to  resist  the  temptation  of  justifying,  in  a 

professed 
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professed  reply,  any  passages  of  his  History,  which 
might  perhaps  he  easily  cleaied  from  censure  and 
misapprehension;  but  he  still  reserves  to  himself 
the  privilege  of  inserting  in  a  future  edition  some 
occasional  remarks  and  explanations  of  his  meanr 
ing.  If  any  calls  of  pleasure  or  business  should 
bring  Dr.  Watson  to  town,  Mr.  Gibbon  would 
think  himself  happy  in  being  permitted  to  solicit 
the  honour  of  his  acquaintance, 

N°  XCIII. 
jDr.  Watson  to  M?\  Gibbon. 

Cambridge,  November  4th,  1776. 

Dr.  Watson  accepts  with  pleasure  Mr.  Gibbon's 
piolite  invitation  to  a  personal  acquaintance.   If  he 

comes  to  town  this  winter,  will  certainly  do  him- 

I' 

self  the  honour  to  wait  upon  him.  Begs,  at  the 
same  time,  to  assure  Mr.  Gibbon,  that  he  will  be 

very  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing  him 
every  civility,  if  curiosity,  or  other  motives,  should 
bring  him  to  Cambridge.  Dr.  Watson  can  have 
some  faint  idea  of  Mr.  Gibbon's  difficulty  in  resist- 
ing the  temptation  he  speaks  of,  from  having  been 
of  late  in  a  situation  somewhat  similar  himself.  It 
"would  be  very  extraordinaiy,  if  Mr.  Gibbon  did 
not  feel  a  parent's  partiality  for  an  oiFspring  which 
has  justly  excited  (he  admiration  of  all  who  have 
seen  it;  and  Dr.  W^atson  would  be  the  last  person 
.  ♦  in  the  world  to  wish  him  to  suppress  any  explana-  . 
tion  which  might  tend  to  exalt  its  merits. 
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XCIV. 

EpwARB  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Ho|^yd,  £iq. 

Almack's,  November  7^>  177^. 

Letters  from  Burojovne.  Thev  embarked  on 
the  Lakes  the  30th  September,  with  eight  hun-. 
^red  British  sailors^  six  thoiisan^  regulars,  an^  ^ 
naval  force  superior  to  any  possible  opposition: 
but  the  season  was  so  fai'  advanced,  tliat  they 
expected  only  to  occupy  and  strengthen  Ticonde* 
roga,  and  afterwards  to  return  and  tak^  up  their 
wihter  quarters  in  Canada.  Yesterday  we  had  a 
^urprize  in  the  House,  from  a  proclamatioii  of  the 
Howes,  which  made  its  first  appeai'ance  in  the 
Morning  Post,  and  which  nobody  seems  to  under- 
ffiajid.  By  this  time,  tny  !Lady  ^ay  see  th^  I  have 
not  much  reason  to  feaj  my  antagonists,  Adieu^ 
till  next  Thursday. 

N?  XGV. 

I 

Tke  Same  tQ  the  Samif0 

Friday  Evenin^g,  November  22d, 

News  from  the  Lakes.  A  naval  combat,  in 
which  the  Provincials  were  repulsed  with  con- 
siderable loss.  They  burnt  and  abandoned  Crown 
Point.  Cai-leton  is  besieging  Ticonderoga.  Carle^ 
ton,  I  say ;  for  he  is  there,  and  it  is  apprehended 
that  Burgoyne  is  coming  h<Mne*  We  dismissed 
the  Nabobs  without  a  division.  Burke  and  the. 
Attorney  General  spoke  very  well.    Adiei^. . 
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N*  XCVI. 

M.  SuARD  d  M.  Gibbon. 

Je  ne  conaoU  qu'un  homine  digne  de  laire 

passer  dans  notre  langue  votie  excel lente  histoire 
de  la  Decadence  de  I'Eoipire  Eomain,  et  cet  homme 
c'est  vous.  Puisqtie  vous  attachez  quelque  prix  h 
ropinion  du  public  Francois,  jc  suis  6tonn6  que 
vous  nayez  pas  voulu  prendre  cette  peiue.  Vous 
6crivez  notre  langue  non  seulement  avec  une  cor- 
rection et  unc  puret6  rare,  mais  encore  avec  unc 
£l^gance  et  ua  choix  de  tours  et  d'expressions  que 
peu  de  nos  gens  de  lettres  poss^ent.  Je  vous 
ai  rendu  cet  hommage  avaut  que  d  avoir  I'honneur 
de  vous  counoitie  personiiellement  Vous  savez» 
Monsieur,  cbanbien  j'ai  gqdti  votre  Essai  snr  la 
Litt^rature, — ouvragc  oii  je  trouvois  r^uni  ce  qui  se 
lencontre  rarenient  eusemble,  re^rit,  le  goilt,  et 
r^ruditkm.  J'ai  la  votre  nouvel  ouvrage,  et  j'y  ai 
timv^  ces  m^mes  qualitts  avec  le  degr^  de  matu- 
iM,  avec  les  vues  et  la  philosopiiie  que  T^ude  et 
)e  temS  ont  d&  ajouter  k  un  talent  sup^rieur.  ' 

J  aime  peu  Hiistoirc,  parceque  je  n  ai  jamais  pu 
leteair  ni  dates  ni  faits  ;  mais  je  passerois  ma  vie  k 
I'itudier  si  elle  ^toit  ^crite  conune  le  morceau  qua 
vous  nous  en  avez  donn6.  C  est  un  tiibleau  com- 
plct  ^  paiiait.  Vous  y  avez  embrass6  Thistoire 
des  nuruFs  et  des  faits  et  celle  de  tout  Tuniven 
connu.  Vous  avez  port^  la  lunii^rc  dans  le  cahos, 
et  vous  avez  suivi  le  ill  cachci  des  ^Vifenemens  les 
fdais  biwres  dans  ce  lab3rrmthe  obscnr  oii  tons  les 
liens  qui  unisscut  Icii  homuies  en  soci^t^  et  toutes 
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les  regies  qui  les  dirigent  6tant  rompues,  les  plti^ 
graiides  r^A  olutions  paroi.sseiit  ne  tenir  qu  au  caprice 
d'une  multitude  ivre,  aux  passions  extravagantesde 
quelques  individus,  ou  k  descombinaisons  fortuites 
de  circonstances.    Vos  chapitres  preliminaires  sur 
r^tatde  I'Empire,  sontdes  chefs-d'oeuvre  ;  les  folies 
atroces  de  Commode ;  la  couronne   I'ench^re  apr^- 
la  mort  de  Pcitinax  ;  la  giaiide  revolution  op^r^e 
par  Constautin,  sent  des  morceaux  achev6s.  Les 
deux  demicrs  chapitres,  dont  je  te  vis  trfes  scandalise 
aussi  si  j'etois  Doctcurde  Sorbonne  ou  Pape,  ni'ex- 
pliquent  parfaitement  ce  que  je  n'ai  encore  trouv6  • 
nuUe  party  I'ensemble  des  causes  qui  ont  favoris6 
r^tablissement  et  les  progres  de  notre  vraiment 
merveiUeuse  religion.  -  Tout  cela  est  relev6  par  un 
stile  toujouii  anim^,  toujours  vari^  noble  et  piquant. 
Voil^,  Monsieur,  sans  aucune  exag^ration  ce  qiie 
je  pense  de  votre  ouvrage.   Jugez  si  j'aurois  eu  du 
plaisir  k  r6pondre  k  la  confiance  que  vous  me 
moignez,  et  a  essay er  de  le  traduire.    II  y  a  long 
terns  que  je  me  suis  engage  a  traduire  Thistoire  de 
VAm^rique  que  Mbnsieur  Robertson  fait  imprimer 
actuellcment,  et  dont  on  me  remet  les  feuilles. 
Je  me  suis  promis  que  ce  seroit  la  dernifere  tache 
de  ce  genre  que  je  m'imposerois :  si  j'6toi^  tent6  dc  . 
manquer  k  mon  voeu  ce  seroit  certainement  pour 
VQus,  mais  il  n'y  faut  pas  penser.   Je  sais  avcc 
.  certitude  que  la  traduotion  de  la  premiere  partie  de 
vdtre  ouvrage  est  actuellement  sous  presse  k  Paris» 
ct  qu  elle,  est  faite  par  M.  de  Septch^nes,  jeune 
liomme  qui  a  v6cu  assez  long  terns  en  Angleterre 
ft  qui  6toit  fort  116  avec  Monsieur  Gamier. 

connoia 


Digitized  by  Google 


EDWARD  GIBBOK,  ESQ.  185* 

obnnois  ))oint  ses  talens ;  c'est  le  premier  ouvrage 

qu'il  compose  ;  mais  je  sais  qu'il  est  fort  studieux^ 
fort  z616,  et  cstim6  de  gens  de  beaucoup  do 
nitrite.  Si  vous  d^sirez  de  *plus  grands  Eclair- 
cissemens,  faites  moi  rhonneur  de  me  le  mander. 
Au  reste,  quelque  m^iocre  que  soit  la  traduc-' 
.tion,  je  r6ponds  du  succ^s;  mais  il  seroit  com-* 
plet  si  elle  6toit  ^crite  du  stile  de  la  lettre  que 
vous  mavez  adress^e.  Je  Tai  communique  k 
Madame  Necker,  qui  a  6t6  fort  6tonn6e  que  vous 
n  en  ayez  pas  re^u  une  qu  elle  vous  a  (icrite,  il  y  a 
trois  a  quatre  uiois. 

Vous  ne  doutez  pas  du  plaisir  que  vos  amis  ont 
£prouv6  en  voyant  Monsieur  Nccker  a  portee  d'ex- 
ercer  pour  ie  bien  de  ce  paysrci  les  talens  et  les 
vertus  que  nous  lui  connoissons.  Je  fais  bien  des- 
voeux  avec  vous  pour  que  ses  efforts  ne  soient  point 
contraries  par  un  horrible  tl^u  qui  nous  menace, 
et  qu'il  redoute  autant  que  nous, .  II  n'y  a  certalne* 
nient  que  I'habitude  d'entendre  parler  de  guerre  et 
d'en  voir  qui  puisse  determiner  les  princes  k  les  en-* 
treprendpe  les  peuples  k  y  consentir;  car  il  n'y  a 
jamais  eu  de  fureur  plus  insensee. 

On  ma  dit  qu'ou  alloit  publier  k  Londres  unc 
petite  vie  de  Monsieur  Hume  i6crite  par  lui-mftme, 
Pourrois-jc  attendre  de  \  otrc  bont6,  Monsieur,  que 
vous  voudi^z  bien  vous  le  procurer  pour  moi  d^s 
qu'elle  paroltra,  et  Tadresser,  sans  aucun  avis  ni 
seconde  enveloppe,  a  Monsimr  De  VaineSy  Pre* 
mier  Commis  des  Finances,  a  Paris.  Si  jepouvois 
VOUS  £tr$  de  quelque  utility  ici,  disposez  de  moi 

avec 
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avcc  Hberte  et  comptez,  je  vous  pr'ie,  sur  les  scntw 
mens  tr^s  distingu^s  avec  lesquels  j'ai  I'honneur 
d'Atrc, 

Monsieur, 

Votre  tr^s  humble  et  tr^  ob^iasant  Serviteur, 

SUARD. 

N°  XCVll. 

Edward  Gibbon,  JEJ^j^.  d  Madame  Neckbb. 

A  Londns,  oe  S6  Novemhrey  ' 

Que  vous  avez  bien  raison,  Madame,  de c^l^brer 
Tart  perfectionn^  de  Texag^ratioa !  Vous  k  faite& 
briller  dans  chaque  li^e  de  oette  lettre  channante 
que  j'ai  reluc  cent  fois  avec  la  plus  vive  satisfac- 
ticMi.  Par  le  magique  de  cet  ait  s6ducteur  vous 
avez  su  placer  un  ^ivain  incoimu  k  c6t€  de  Tacite 
et  des  plus  grands  hommcs.  J  embrasse  avec 
ardeur  Tillusion  fl^tteuse  que  vous  avez  substitu^ 
k  la  triste  v6rit4  et  je  me  iiehniade  laDs  peine  que 
tous  vos  arrets  seront  confirnus  par  le  public,  et 
pai*  la  posterity,  Ne  croyez  cependant  pas  que  par 
une  a^ectation  orgueiUeuse  et  46plac^  je  veuille 
rcjetter  tous  ccs  lauriers  dont  vous  m'avez  couron^ 
u6s.  Je  sais  quele  s^our  de  Paris,  en  £usaiit  ^la* 
'  ter  sur  nn  plus  grand  th^&tre  votre  goikt  et  vos 
talens,  n'a  pas  itouff6  votre  franchise  Helv^tique. 
Le  fonds  de  ce  que  vous  dites  de  plus  obligeant 
vous  le  pensez  v^ritablemmt ;  et  quand  votre  par- 
tiality pour  Tautcur  vous  auroit  tronip^  sur  le  prix 
de  son  ouvrage,  je  ne  perdrois  rien  au  change., 
Votre  amiti^  vaut  Uea  la  r^utatioa  la  mieux 
m^rit^e. 


nr 


Voiis  me  refusez  cependant  les  qualit^s  d'un 
preux  chevalier  to  u  jours  pr^t  k  rompre  une  laixco 
|>our  ^ha^neur  de  JPieu  et  dt^s  dames.  Je  pour* 
XOis  me  justifier  par  Taustire  devoir  qui  ne  permet 
pas  k  un.  histories  de  dissiuiuLer  les  cl^fauts  des 
objet9 1€9  plus  aacr^  ou  lea  phis  chi6ris,  Mais  ^toit- 
pe  k  moi  de  nuiltraiter  les  femmes  et  de  repr6senter 
toutes  leurs  yci't^us  comme  factices  ?  II  me  semble 
gu^  ce  n'est  que  aur  leiur  courage  que  j'ai  os^  jetter 
fie  soup^on.  Votre  sexe  est  destin^  k  consoler  le 
Q^enre  h^J][^iIl9  k  lui  plaire  toujours,  quelquefois  k 
Pinstruifey  jamais  k  le  faire  trembler.  Vous  eon- 
uoissez  d  ailleurs  le  pays  oil  je  vis :  quaud  on  veut 
peiadre  les  si^cies  les  plus  recuL^s  on  les  dessine, 
.  sans  flf'cn  apperoevoir,  d'apr^s  les  modHe3  qu*on  a 
.  devant  les  yeux.  Nos  Angloises  ne  savent  Staler 
que  leurs  desordres  et  leurs  ridicules ;  les  graces,  les 
^ensy  le9  vertus  mfime'sont  ensftvelies  amis  dea 
glaces  ^ternelles.    Daignez  vous  rappeller  que  de- 

£uis  douzc  ans  je  n'ai  pass6  que  six  semaines  dans 
I  aoci^  de  Madame  Neoker.  £]i  r^t^rant  une 
invitation  dont  je  sens  tout  le  prix,  vous  augmentez 
mon  fegret  de  ne  pouvoir  pas  en  profiter  sitot  qu« 
je  le  voudroia.  Mon  voyage  6imt  decide :  ce- 
pendant Tannic  va  s'ecouler  sans  que  j'aie  pu  ex^- 
cuter  ce  desseiu,  et  je  me  trouve  dans  la  n^cessit^ 
de  renvoyer  mes  esp^rances  k  Viti  prochatn.  Vous 
ne  d^sappioLivcicz  pas  les  motifs  de  mon  d^lai. 
Je  sacrifie  le  plaisir  au  devoir.  Un  ami  intinie 
m'avoit  nomttii  son  ex^teur  testamentaire.  II  a  , 
laiss^  des  affaires  k  debrouiller,  un  proems  tr^s  im- 
portant k  aui^xe  dans  les  tribunauK,  et  4^  foiic- 
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tions  essentielles  k  remplir  qui  ne  seroientquetrop' 
negligees  si  je  m'^loignois  de  Loiidi  es.  JVlon  coeur 
^ticipe  avec  la  plus  vive  impatience  le  moment  oik 
je  pourrois  me  d^gager  de  mes  liens,  me  rendre  au- 
prfes  de  vous  et  vous  coutcinpler  dans  la  situation 
^lev6e  et  brillante  oik  vous  ^tes  plac^  Autrefois  j'ai 
^tudi6  votre  ame  dans  Thumble  simplicity  de  la  vie 
la  plus  domestique.  Vous  avez  soutcnue  Tadversit^. 
La.mod6ration  de  votre  caractfere  n'a  p6int  ^te  cor- 
rompue  par  le  luxe  et  les  applaudissemens  de 
Paris.  La  fortune  vous  prepare  uue  autre  epreuve ; 
et  par  la  justice  qu'elle  vient  de  rendre  au  m^rite 
de  Monsieur  Necker,  elle  vous  foumit  unc  nou- 
velle  occasion  de  I'apprecier  et  de  la  m6priser, 
J'esp^  que  votre  ami  trouvera  les  moyens  de  ocm^ 
cilier  Fint^rAt  g^n^ral  de  rhumanit6  avec  les  int6-' 
rfets  exclusifs  de  la  monarchic  dont  il  administre 
les  finances.  C'est  peut-^tre  le  probl^me  le  plus 
difficile  de  la  politique,  mais  dont  la  difficult^  ne  ^ 
se  fait  sentir  aux  hommes  d'6tats  qui  sont  en  m^me 
terns  des  philosophes  vertueux.  Si  je  n'avois  pas 
eraint  de  le  d^umer  de  ses  occupations  tmpor-« 
tantes,  je  Taurois  rcmerci^  de  ses  bont^s.  J'ignore 
oependant  si  c'est  une  lettre  de  f felicitation  ou  de 
condolence  qu'on  doit  addresser  ^  un  nouveau 
ministre.  Je  sais  seulement  qu  on  s'enipresse  tou- 
jours  ^  leur  demander  des  gr&ces ;  et  pour  me  con-> 
f(Hiner  k  Tusage  j'aurois  presque  erivie  de  le'soUi- 
^  citer  en  faveur  du  pauvre  le  Texier  (jui  men  a 
conjur6  les  larmes  aux  yeux.  Mais  on  peut  se 
reposer  sur  M.  Necker  et  sur  vous  mtme  du  soin 
d'encourager  les  taleus  et  de  relever  les  malheureux, 

You« 


u  kju,^  jd  by  Google 


££>WARD  GIBBONy  £SQ.  189. 

Vous  htes  d'ailieurs  bien  plus  k  port^  de  connottre 
les  v^ritables  details  de  sa  conduite  k  Lyons,  et  de 

juger  jusqu'^  quel  point  riionnfetet^  etla  prudence 
vous  permettent  de  vous  int^resser  pour  luL  Je 
me  contenterai  done  de  vous  assurer  que  malgr^ 
racharnement  de  ses  ennemis  les  proc6d6s  de  le 
Texier  depuis  son  arriv^e  en  Angleterre  lui  ont 
acquis  I'estime  et  Tamiti^  des  personnes  les  plus 
respectables ;  qu'il  fait  paroitre  des  sentimcns  et 
rin&me  de  la  sagesse,  et  quil  s'est  appliqu6  avec 
4sxiccis  k  r^tude  de  Tanglois,  au  travail  et  k  la  tra* 
duction.    Sa  situation  devicnt  tons  les  jours  plus 
triste,  et  s'il  n  a  commis  que  des  indiscretions  il  me 
•semble  qu'il  en  a  6t6  puni  suffisament.   A  propos 
:>de  traduction,  la  paresse  de  mon  ami  Deyverdun 
.  nous  a  sauv6y  k  mon  grand  regret,  de  ses  germa- 
nismes.    II. a  renonc6  k  I'entreprise,  et  un  mot  de 
votre  part  pounoit  determiner  M.  Suard  i  se  prfeter 
k  mes  vues  que  j'ai  d^j^  pris  la  liberty  de  lui  pro- 
poser.   Malgr^  votre  prevention  favorable  je  ne 
saurois  jamais  me  r<3soudre  a  mcttrc  moi-mcnie 
mon  ouvrage  en  Anglo-Francois.    On  ne  saitjar 
.mais  qu'une  langue  k  la  fois,  et  m^me  en  vous 
^crivant,  je  sens  com  bien  ma  pens^e  se  courbe 
sous  le  poids  de  ces  entraves  dtrang^&res.   La  com- 
position du  second  volume  m'ofire  une  occupation 
plus  int^ressante  pour  moi,  je  n'ose  pasajouter,  et 
•  pour  le  public.      -     *       '  ' 

Ne  seroit-il  pas  tems,  Madame,  de  nous  renvoyer 
nos  bonnes  gens  Milord  et  Milady  Lucan  ?  Etes 
.vous  contents  de  M.  Fox?    Daignez  m'^crire 
♦•^ ,       -  avec 
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avec  une  confiance  dout  je  nabuserai  jamais  ti 
floyez  persuade  de  mon  devouement  le  plus  imd- 
triable. 

XCVIIL 

J£  Lecleec  de  Septchenes  i  M.  Gibbov. 

Rue  de  Grammontt  ce  38  D^cembref  177^* 

MovsiBvai 

Je  suis  p6ii6tr6  de  tout  ce  que  vous  mc  marquee; 
d  obligeant.  Vous  avez  la  boute  de  m  eucourager ; 
que  ne  ferois-je  point  pour  m^iter  voire  approba^ 
tion?  Votre  ouvrage  a  ici  le  plus  grand  succ^; 
et  quoiqu  il  ait  perdu  uu  grand  uombre  de  ses 
beaut^Sy  on  n'en  est  pas  moins  frapp^'  de  la  gran- 
deur et  de  la  majeste  du  plan.  Le  public  semble 
desirer  que  je  continue ;  je  suis  occup^  maintenaut 
k  la  aeconde  partie ;  et  je  crots  pouvoir  vous  aMurer 
qu'elle  ne  tardera  pas  beaucoup  k  paroltre.  De^ 
puis  trois  seuiaines  j'ai  traduit  jusquau  paragraphe 
de  la  page  267  qui  a  pour  titre  Second  Eivpeikim 
of'  the  Goths,  Je  me  croirois  trop  heureux,  si  vous 
vouliez  avoii'  la  complaisance  d  examiner  mon  tra- 
vail an  lieu  de  vous  envoyer  ks  feuill^  au  sortir 
de  la  presse,  comme  vous  me  le  demandez.  Je  vous 
£eiai  tenii  mon  manusciit,  si  vous  voulez  me  k 
permettre^  avant  de  Ic  livrer  a  I'impression ;  vous 
serez  bien  plus  libre  de  faire  les  changemens  qui 
vous  parai trout  n^cessaires.  J  'ai  d^ja  ref u  les  obser-* 
nations  que  vous  m'aviez  annonc^es:  elles  mont 
iclair6  sur  unc  infinite  de  fautes  consid^ables.  Yom 
^e  devez  pas  douter  qu  elles  ne  me  soient  fort  utiles 
|mr  la  suite.   Je  vols  avec  la  .plus  grande  peine. 

combien^ 
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combien  mon  premier  volume  a  6t6  mal  ex^cut6, 
Oblig^  d'aller  k  Fontainebleau  pendant  qu'on  Tim* 
primoit,  il  ne  m'a  pas  ^t^  possible  de  corrigcr  moi- 
m6me  les  ^preuves;  et  fallut-il  sacrifier  tous  les 
exemplaires  qui  OQit  ix€  tir6s,  je  donnerai  certaine* 
ment  une  autre  ^^ditioii,  ou  je  profiterai  de  vos  re- 
marques.  Soyez  bica  peisuad6,  Monsieur,  queje  ne 
n^gligerairiendece  qui  pent  vou8int6re8ser.  J*au- 
rois  du  ,commencer  par  vous  demander  excuse  de 
mon  6tourderie;  je  m'^tois  iigur6  que  comme 
membre  du  parlement  vous  ne  payez  aucim  port 
Mon  intention  n'^toit  surement  pa.s  de  vous  occa- 
sioner  des  frais  si  considerables.  Je  ne  pr^vois  pas. 
pouvoir  retoumer  de  sit6t  4  Londres.  D'ailleura 
votre  ouvrage  me  retient  dans  ce  monient-ci  h 
Paris.  Dois-je  esp^rer  que  vous  ex^cuterez  Ic 
projet  que  vous  m'annoncez  ?  Je  serois  bien  flatt6 
d'avoir  rhoniieur  dc  vous  connoitre,  ct  de  pouvoir 
XDus  assurer  des  sentiniens  d'estime  et  de  consid^ 
ration  avec  lesquels  je  suis> 

Monsieur, 

Votre  tr^s  bumble  et  tr^  ob^issant  Serviteur, 

Leclerc  d£  Septchenes. 

,  M.  de  Foncemagne  dc  1  Academic  Fraiif  aise  m'a 
cbarg6  de  ic  rappeller  k  votre  souvenir,  et  de  vous 
dire  qu'il  n'a  point  oubli^  le  present  que  vous  lui 
avez  fait  il  y  a  quelqueii  amines  de  votre  ouvrage  sur 
TEtude  de  la  JLitt^rature. 
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«  »  ♦ 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esg.  to  J.  B.  Holroyd,  Esf* 

Bentinck-street,  Jan.  18ib,  1777« 

As  I  presume,  my  Lady  does  not  make  a  prac- 
tice of  tumbling  down  stairs  every  day  after  dinner, 
by  this  time  the  colours  must  have  faded,  and  the 
high  places  (I  mean  the  temples)  are  reduced,  to  a 
proper  level.  But  what,  in  the  name  of  the  great 
4)rmce,  is  the  meaning  of  her  declining  the  Urban 
.expedition?  Is  it  the  spontaneous  result  of  her 
own  proud  spirit?  or  does  it  proceed  from  the 
.secret  macliinations  of  her  domestic  tyrant  ?  At  all 
events,  I  expect  you  will  both  remember  your  en- 
gagement of  next  Saturday  in  Bentinck-street,  with 
Donna  Catherina,  the  Mountaineer,*  &c.  Things 
.go  on  very  prosperously  in  America.  Howe  is 
himself  in  the  Jerseys,  and  will  push  at  least  as  fxt 
as  the  Delaware  River.  The  continental  (perhaps 
now  the  rebel)  army  is  in  a  great  measure  dis 
persed,  and  Washington,  who  wishes  to  cover  Phi- 
ladelphia, has  not  more  than  six  or  seven  thousand 
.men  with  him.  Clmton  designs  to  conquer  Rhode 
Island  in  his  way  home.  But,  what  I  think  of 
much  greater  consequence,  a  province  made  its 
submission,  and  desired  to  be  reinstated  in  the  peace 
•of  the  King.  It  is  indeed  only  poor  little  Georgia ; 
ajid  the  application  was  made  to  Governor  Tonyn 
of  Florida.  Some  disgust  at  a  violent  step  of  the 
Congress,  who  removed  the  President  of  their 
provincial  Assembly,  a  leading  and  populai*  man, 

*  The  lioQ.  GcDeral  Simon  Fruser. 
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co-operated  with  the  fear  of  the  IndiaiiSy  who  began  ' 
to  amuse  themselves  with  the  exercise  of  scalping 
oix  their  Back  Settlements.  Town  fills,  and  we  are 
™ghty  agreeable.  Last  year,  on  the  Queens 
birth-day,  Sir  G.  Warren  had  his  diamond  star  cut 
off  his  coat ;  this  day  the  same  accident  happened 
to  him  agdn,  with  another  star  worth  seven  hun- 
'  dred  pounds.  He  had  better  compound  by  the 
year.  Adieu. 

»  • 

N'  C.  . 

Madame  Neckeb*^  Gibbon. 

Janvier  23,  \777* 

VoTRE  entretien,  Monsieur,  a  tonjours  itk  un 
grand  plaisir  de  ma  viCi  car  vous  r^unissez  Tint^r^t 
pour  les  petites  choses,  Tenthousiasme  poiir  les 
grandes,  I'abondance  dcs  idees,  a  I'attention  pour 
celles  des  autres,  et  une  kg^re  causticity,  ame  de 
la  conversation,  k  Tindulgence  du  moment,  la 
surety  dii  caract^re,  et  le  courage  de  Tamiti^.  Si 
done  j'ai  tard6  ^  vous  r^pondre,  ce  n'est  pas  que 
j'ignore  le  prix  de  votre  correspondance,  je  le 
s^avois  avant  d'avoir  lu  vos  lettres  ;  mais  combien 
elies  me  Tont  mieux  appris  encore !  ah !  ne  dites 
jamais  que  votre  pensfe  se  courbe  sous  le  poids  dc 
les  en t raves  itranghxs,  ou  si  cela  est,  vous  dansez 
aoec  vos  fers;  c'est  ^.  vous  k  nous  apprendre  k 
parler,  apris  nous  avoir  appris  k  penser ;  et  cette 
gradation  est  assez  dans  la  nature. 

je  suis  livr^e  k  un  genre  de  vie  Stranger  jk  mes 
i;oftts^  et  qui  remplit  tous  mes  momens,  sans  me 

YOL.'ii/  ^  peniiettpe 
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permettrc  d'en  employer  aucun.  Ceat  avec  cct 
'  esfxit  pr^occup6  que  j'ai  rcjf eu  Mr.  Fox.  Je  d^- 
sirois  de  le  connoltre  depuis  long  terns,  et  je  vou$ 
remercie  de  m'en  avoir  donn6  lea  moyens;  vous 
voyez  que  je  n'enteuds  pas  Tart  de  faire  mouther 
lu  graces f  pour  me  servir  de  la  phrase  d'un  de  mm 
beaux-esprits ;  si  vous  voulez  juger  de  mon  em- 
pjessement  k  vous  plaire,  envoyez  moi  Mr.  Western 
ou  Sir  John  Brute.  Je  reviens  k  Mr.  Fox :  on  diroit 
qu'il  a  dans  sa  t/kte  Tordre  qu'il  a  banni  de  ses 
actions ;  il  est  bicn  par  tout ;  il  sf ait  tout,  il  parle 
k  merveille  de  tout;  enfin  on  trouveautant  de  con- 
venances et  d^ensemble  entre  toutes*les  facult^s  de  ' 
son  esprit  que  de  disparates  entre  son  esprit  et  son 
caract^e  ;  et  je  crains  qu'il  n'ait  pour  les  mosurs, 
et  pour  toute  espice  de  principe  une  indifference  « 
pireque  le  vice;  comme  la  froideur  est  plus  k  crain- 
dre  que  Hn&l^lit^ 

Le  premier  volume  de  la  traduction  de  votre 
ouvrage  avoitd6jiparu  quandje  rcf  us  votre  demi^re 
Lettre;  il  n^toit  plus  tems  de  parler  k  M.  Suard: 
d'ailleurs  M.  de  Septchenes  m^rite  des  ^gards,  et 
s'il  manque  a  son  stile  cette  finesse  qui  tient  k  Tha- 
bitudQ  de  la  soci6t6,  cette  .chaleujr  et  oette  ^n^rgie 
qui  caract^rise  ie  cr^teur  de  la  pensde,  et  cette 
harmonic  que  Thabitude  des  sentimens  doux  et  pas- 
sionn^s  donne  encore  pluaque  1  exercice  de  ForeiU^^ 
il  a,  en  revanche,  de  la  correction,  de  la  &cilit^  et 
mfime  de  T^l^gaiice ;  et  puisque  vous  ties  assez  mal- 
heureux  pour  que  Monsieur  Gibbon  n'ait  pas  voulu 
vous  traduire  je  me  r^uis  de  vous  voir  ^  ai  bonnes 
mains. 
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•  Adieu  done,  Monsieur ;  je  g^mis  de  ne  pouvoir 
prolouger  ma  lettre,  j'ecris  pour  vou$  seul,  comm« 
vous  yoyez.  Une  enti^re  coofiaBce  est  la  premiju^ 
preuve  d'estime ;  venez  jouir  de  vos  suec^s,  venez 
aussi  jouir  de  Tamiti^  de  deux  personnes  qui  vous 
sont  v^ritablement  et  tendrement  ddvou^. 

Permettez  moi  de  gavder  le  silence  sur  M.  le 
Texiei'y  et  croyez  que  votre  recommendation  auroit 
une  grande  influence  si  ce  que  vous  demandez 
n'^toit  pas  absblumchit  impossible. 

N*^  CI. 

Edward  GibboNi  Esq.  to  J.  Holhotd,  Eiq. 

Almack'sy  Wedoesday  Evening. 

In  due  obedience  to  thy  dread  commands  I 

tv^rite. 

But  what  shall  I  say?  My  life,  tliougb  more 
fively  than  yours,  is  almost  as  uniform.  A  very 
Kttle  reading  and  writing  in  the  morning,  bones  or 
guts*  from  two  to  four,  pleasant  dinners  from  five 
« to  eight,  imd  afterwards  clubs,  with  an  occasional 
assembly,  or  supper.  America  afForcls  nothing 
very  satisfactory ;  though  we  have  many  flying  re- 
ports, you  may  be  assured  that  we  are  ignorant  of 
the  consequences  of  Trenton,  &c.  Charles  Fox  is 
noNvr  at  my  elbow,  declaiming  on  the  impossibility 
of  keeping  America,  »nce  a  victorious  army  has 
been  unable  to  maintain  any  extent  of  posts  in  the 
single  province  of  Jersey.  Lord  North  is  out  of 
danger  (we  tran^bled  for  his  ii^portant  existence). 

*  Mr.  Gibbon  at  tbb  time  attenil«d  Or.  Httqt«r*9  AmWmicsl 

o2  Ijiom 
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I  now  expect  that  my  Lady  and  you  should  fix  the 
time  for  the  promised  visitation  to  Bentinck-street. 
Mareb  and  April  are  open,  chuse.  Adieu. 

•  ■ 

N«  CII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  £sq.  to  J.  Uolroyd»  Esq. 

You  deserve,  and  we  exult  iu  your  weather  and 
disappointments.  Why  would  you  bury  yourself? 
I  dined  in  Downing-street  Thursday  last ;  and  I 

think  Wedderburnc  was  at  least  as  agreeabje  a 
companion  as  your  timber-surveyor  could  be.  i«ee 
is  certainly  taken,  but  Lord  North  does  not  appre- 
hend he  is  coming  home.  We  are  not  clear  whe- 
ther he  behaved  with  courage  or  pusillanimity  when  ' 
be  surrendered  himself ;  but  Colonel  Keene  told 
me  to-day,  that  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  Lee  since 
his  confinement.  He  imputes  his  being  taken 
to  the  alertness  of  Harcourt,  and^  cowardice  of  his 
own  guard  ;  hopes  he  shall  meet  his  fate  with  for- 
titude ;  but  laments  that  freedom  is  not  likely  to 
find  a  resting-place  in  any  part  of  the  globe,"  It 
is  said,  he  was  to  succeed  \A'ashington.  We  know 
nothing  ceitain  of  the  Hessians;  but  there  has^ 
been  a  blow.  Adieu.. 

•  "    *•  N*  CIIL 

T^e  Same  to  the  Same. 

Saturday  Night,  April  iinh^  177T. 

Your  dispatch  is  gone  to  ^  *    and  I  flatter 

myself  that  by  your  -assistance  1  shall  be  enabled  to 
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lose  A  thousand  pounds  upon  Lenborough  before  I 
return  from  Pai  is.  The  day  of  my  departure  is 
i^ot  absolutely  fixed;  Sunday  seven-night,  the 
twenly-seventiii  instant,  is  talked  of :  but  if  any 
Jndia  business  should  come  on  after  the  Civil  List, 
it  will  occasion  some  delay,  otherwise  things  are  in 
great  forwardness.  Mrs.  Gibbon  is  an  tenemy  to 
the  whole  plan;  and  I  must  answer^  in  a  long  let- 
ter, two  very  ingenious  objections  which  she  has 
started.  Ist,  That  I  shall  be  confined,  or  put  to 
death  by  the  priests;  and,  Sdly,  That  I  shajl  sully 
my  moral  character,  by  niakuig  love  to  Necker's 
wife.  Before  I  go,  I  will  consult  Newton,  about 
a  power  of  attorney  for  you.  By  the  bye,  I  wish 
you  would  remember  a  sort  of  promise,  and  give 
me  one  day  before  I  go.  We  talk  chiefly  of  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  was  here  a  few  weeks 
ago.  He  is  about  twenty,  with  an  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  livres  a  year;  the  nephew  of 
Noailies,  who  is  ambassador  here.  He  has  bought 
the  Duke  of  Kingston's  yacht,  and  is  gone  to  join 
the  Americans.  The  Couit  appear  to  be  angry 
with  him.  Adieu. 

N?  CI V, 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Atwood's,  Saturday  Night,  April  iptb,  1777. 

It  is  not  possible  as  yet  to  fix  the  day  of  my  de- 
parture.  That  circumstance  depends  on  the  state 

of  India,  and  will  not  be  determined  till  the  General 
pourt  of  next  Wednesday.    I  know  from  thejir^t 

.  6  3  authority. 
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tothority,  if  the  violence  of  the  ProprietOts  about 

the  Pigot,  can  be  checked  in  the  India-house  by 
the  influence  of  a  Government  majority,  the  Minis- 
ter does  not  wish  to  exert  the  omnipotence  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  I  sliall  be  dismissed  from  hence  time 
enough  to  set  forwards  on  Thursday  the  first  of 
May.  On  the  contrary,  should  we  be  involved  in 
those  perplexing  affairs,  they  may  easily  detain  me 
till  the  middle  of  next  month.  But  as  all  this  is 
very  uncertain,  I  direct  you  and  my  Lady  to  ap- 
J>ear  in  town  to-morrow  seven-night.  I  have 
many  things  to  say.  We  have  been  animated  this 
week,  and,  notwithstanding  the  strict  economy 
recommended  by  Charles  Fox  and  John  Wilkes, 
we  have  paid  the  Royal  debts.  Adieu. 

N°  CV. 

Edward  GibboNi  Esq,  to  J.  Holroyd,  Esq, 

Monday  Nigfait,        81st,  im* 

Bad  news  from  Hampshire.  Support  Hugo* 

nin,  comfort  me;  correct  or  escpel  Wintod;  sell 
Lenborough,' and  remove  my  ticmporal  care$.«^ 

When  do  you  arrive  ? 

neSmet^tAeSkme. 

Wednesday  Kight,  April  l!54,  iTTf. 

It  is  uncertain  whether  India  comes  to  West- 
minster this  year,  and  it  is  certain  that  Gibbon 
goes  to  Paris  next  Saturday  serefn-night.  There- 

*  '  fore 
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<bre  Hoboyd  mugt  appear  iii  towti  the  beginning  of 
next  week.  Gibbon  wants  the  cordial  of  his  pre- 
sence before  the  jourpey.   My  Lady  must  come. 

N»  CVII. 
2%e  Same  to  the  Same. 

Dover,  Tuesday  Evening,  May  6th,  I777. 

Mt  expedition  does  not  be^n  very  auspiciously^. 
The  wind,  which  for  some  days  had  been  fair,  paid 
me  the  compliment  of  changing  on  my  arrival; 
and,,  though  I  immediately  secured  a  vessel,  it  has 
been  impossible  to  make  the  least  use  of  it  during 
the  whole  of  this  tedious  day..  It  seems  doubtful, 

•  -whether  I  shall  get  put  to-morrow  morning;  and 
the  Captain  assures  me,  that  the  passage  will  * 
have  the  double  advantage  of  being  both  cold  and 
rough.  Xa&t  night  a  small  privateer,  fitted  out  at 
Dunkirk,  with  a  commission  from  Dr.  Franklin, 
attacked,  took,  and  has  carried  into  Dunkirk  Road, 

.  the  Harwich  Packet.  The  King's  messenger  had 
just  time  to  throw  his  dispatches  over-board. '  He 
passed  through  this  town  about  four  o'clock  this 
afternoon,  in  his  return  to  London.  As  the  alarm 
is  now  given,  our  American  friehd  will  probably 
remain  quiet,  or  will  be  soon  caught;  so  that  I 
have  not  much  apprehension  for  my  personal  safety ; 
but  if  so  daring  an  outrage  is  not  followed  by 
punishment  and  restitution,  it  may  become  a  very  -  - 
serious  business,  and  may  possibly  shorten  my 
stay  at  Paris. 

o4  .  Adieu,  . 
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'  Adieu.  I  shall  write  by  the  first  opportunity^ 
.either  from  Calais  or  Philadelphia. 

,  N"  CVIII. 

Mr^  Gibbon  to  Mr.  Holroyd. 

Calais,  Wednesday,  May  7tli,  1777. 

*  Post  nubila  Phcsbus.  A  pleasant  passage,  an 
excellent  house,  a  good  dinner,  with  Lord  Coleraine, 
whom  I  found  here.  Easy  Custom-house  officers, 
fine  weather,  &c.  I  am  detained  to-night  by  the 
temptation  of  a  French  comedy,  in  a  theatre  at 
the  end  of  Dessein  s  garden ;  but  shall  be  in  motion 
to-morrow  early,  and  hope  to  dine  at  Paiis  Satur- 
day. Adieu.  I  think  I  am  a  punctual  corre- 
spondent; but  this  beginning  is  too  good  to  last. 

cix. 

i 

Dr.  William  Robertson  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

Sib,  College  of  Edinburgh,  June  5th,  1777* 

I  HAVE  desired  Mr.  Strahan  to  take  the  liberty 
of  sending  you,  in  my  name,  a  copy  of  the  History 
of  America,  which  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the 
honour  of  accepting,  as  a  testimony,  not  only  of 
my  respect,  but  of  my  gratitude,  ibr  the  instruction 
which  I  have  received  from  your  writings,  as  well 
as  the  credit  you  have  done  me,  by  the  most  oblig- 
ing manner  in  which  you  have  mentioned  my 
name.  I  wish  the  present  work  may  not  diminish 
sentiments  so  flattering  to  me.    I  have  taken  much 

pains  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  those  whos^ 

good 
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{^ood  opinion,  one  ought  to  be  solicitous  to  secure,  ' 
and  I  tmst  that  my  industry  at  least  will  -be  ap- 
plauded. 

An  unlucky  indisposition  prevented  me  from  ex- 
ecuting a  scheme  which  I  had  formed,  of  passing 
two  months  of  last  spring  in  London.  The  honour 
of  beinjg  made  known  to  you,  was  one  of  the 
pleasures  with  which  I  had  flattered  myself.  But 
I  hope  to  be  more  fortunate  next  year;  and  beg 
that  you  will  believe  that  I  am,  with  great  respect^ 
Sir,  your  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant 

ex. 

Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr.  Uolroyd. 

Paris,  July  1 4th,  1777. 

.  Though  amusement  is  my  principal  object,  I  do 
not  entirely  lose  sight  of  the  Decline  and  Fall, 
which  will  derive  some  advantages  from  the  books 
that  I  have  either  purchased  or  consulted.  You 
will  not  be  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  D'Anville  has  ' 
undertaken  four  Maps  of  Roman  Geography  of  a 
size  and  nature  suited  to  the  History.^ 

N°  CXI,  ' 

Mr,  Gibbon  to  Dr.  Robertson. 

Sir,  Paris,  1777. 

WpEN  I  ventured  to  assume  the  character  of 
Jlistorian^  the  first,  tlie  most  natural,  but  at  the 

*  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  lyAnvUle  did  not  pei^ 
km  this  engagement.  S« 

mae 
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•ame  time  the  most  ambitious,  wish  which  I  enter«> 

tained,  was  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  Dr.  Ro-^ 
bertson  and  of  Mr.  Hume;  two  names  which 
fiiendship  united,  and  which  posterity  will  never 
separate.  I  shall  not  therefore  attempt  to  dissem- 
ble, though  I  cannot  easily  express,  the  pleasure 
which  I  recdved  from  your  obliging  letter,  as  well 
as  from  the  intelligence  of  your  most  valuable  pre- 
sent. The  satisfaction  which  I  should  otherwise 
have  enjoyed,  in  common  with  the  public,  willnoW 
be  heightened  by  a  sentiment  of  a  more  personal 
and  flattering  nature;  and  I  shall  frequently  whis* 
per  to  myself,  that  I  have  in  some  measure  de- 
served the  esteem  of  the  writer  whom  I  admire. 

A  short  excursion  which  I  liave  made  to  tliis 
place,  during  the  summer  months,  has  occasioned 
some  delay  in  my  receiving  your  letter,  and  will 
prevent  my  possessing,  till  my  return,  the  copy  of 
your  History,  which  you  so  politely  desired  Mn 
Strahan  to  send  me.  But  I  have  aheady  gratified 
the  eagerness  of  my  impatience ;  and  although  I 
was  obliged  to  return  the  book  much  sooner  than  t 
could  have  wished,  I  have  seen  enough  to  con- 
vince me,  that  the  present  publication  will  sup- 
port, and,  if  possible,  will  extend  tlie  fame  of  the 
author ;  that  the  materials  are  collected  with  dili- 
gence, and  ananged  with  skill ;  that  the  first  book 
eoxiteiii^  a  learded  aad  satisfactory  account  of  the 
progress  of  discovery ;  that  the  achievements,  the 
dangers,  and  the  crimes,  of  tlie  Spanish  adventurers 
me  related  with  a  tempemto  spirit ;  and  that  the 
most  original,  perhaps  the  most  curious,  portioti  of 

the 


the  history  of  human  manners  is  at  length  rescued 
from  the  liauds  of  sophists  and  declaimers.  Lord 
StcMmiont,  and  the  feiv  in  this  capital,  who  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  perusing  the  History  of 
America,  unanimously  concur  in  the  same  scntir 
snents.  Tour  work  is  ali-eady  become  a  favourite 
topic  of  public  conversation  ;  and  M.  Suard  is  re- 
peatedly pressed,  in  my  healing,  to  fix  the  time 
when  his  translation  will  appear. 

I  flatter  myself  you  will  not  abandon  your  de- 
sign of  visiting  London  next  winter;  as  I  already 
anticipate^  in  my  own  mind,  the  advantages  which 
I  shall  derive  from  so  pleasing  and  so  honourable 
a  connection.  In  the  mean  while,  I  should  esteem 
myself  happy,  if  you  could  thuik  of  any  literary 
commission,  in  the  execution  of  which  I  might  be 
useful  to  you  at  Paris,  where  I  propose  to  stay  till 
very  near  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  Let  me,  for 
instance,  suggest  an  inquiry,  which  cannot  be  in- 
different-to  you,  and  which  might  perhaps  be  w  ith- 
in my  reach.  A  few  days  ago  I  dined  with  Bag- 
niouski,  the  famous  adventurer,  who  escaped  from 
his  exile  at  K am schatka,  and  returned  into  Europe 
by  Japan  and  China.  His  narrative  was  amusing, 
though  I  know  not  how  far  his  veracity,  in  point 
of  circumstances,  may  safely  be  trusted.  It  was 
his  original  design  to  penetrate  through  the  North 
£ast  passage ;  and  he  actually  followed  the  coast 
of  Asia  as  high  as  the  latitude  of  67°  36',  till  his 
progress  was  stopped  by  the  ice,  in  a  Streight  be- 
tween the  two  Continents,  which  was  only  seven 
leagues  broad.    Thence  he  descended  along  the 

coast 
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coast  of  America^  as  low  as  Cape  Mendocin;  but 

was  repulsed  by  contrary  winds,  in  his  attempts 
to  reach  the  port  of  Acapulco.  The  Journal  of 
his  Voyage^  with  his  original  Charts,  is  now  at 
•  Versailles,  In  the  Dep6t  des  Affaires  Etranghres; 
and  if  you  conceived  that  it  would  be  of  any  use 
to  you  for  a  second  edition,  I  would  try  what 
might  be  obtained;  though  I  am  not  ignorant  of 
that  mean  jealousy  which  you  yourself  have  expe- 
rienced, and  so  deservedly  stigmatised.   I  am,  kc. 

'N' CXII. 

« 

Dr.  Robertson  to  Mr.  Gibboj^. 

Sir,  '  ,      '  • 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  obliging  letter,  and  I 
should  be  a  very  proud  man  indeed,  if  I  were  not 
vain  of  the  approbation  which  you  are  pleased  to 
bestow  upon  me.  As  you  will  now  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  peruse  the  book,  which  you  had 
only  seen  when  you  wrote  to  me,  I  indulge  myself 
in  the  hopes,  that  the  favourable  opinion  you  had 
formed  of  it,  is  not  diminished.  I  am  much  pleased 
with  your  mentioning  my  friendship  with  Mr. 
Hume;  I  have  always  considered  that  as  one  of 
the  most  fortunate  and  honourable  circumstances 
of  my  life.  It  is  a  felicity  of  the  age  and  countiy 
-  in  wliich  we  live,  that  men  of  letters  can  enter  the 
same  walk  of  science,  and  go  on  successfully,  with- 
out feeling  one  sentiment  of  envy  or  rivalship.  In 
the  intercourse  between  Mr.  Hume  and  me,  we 
always  found  something  to  blame^  as  well  ias  ^em^ 

things 
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thing  to  commend,  I  had  received  frequently  very 
valuable  ciitici«ms  on  my  peiibimances  from  Ixim; 
and  I  have  sometime^  ventured  to  offer  him  my 
strictures  on  his  works.  Permit  me  to  hope  for 
the  same  indulgence  from  you.  If,  in  reading  the 
Hi8tx>ry  of  America^  any  thing,  either  in  the  matter 
or  style,  has  occurred  to  you  as  reprehensible^  I 
will  deem  it  a  most  obliging  favour  if  you  will, 
communicate  it  freely  to  me._  t  am  certain  of 
profiting  by  such  a  communication. 

I  return  you  thanks  for  your  frank  offer  of  exe 
euting  any  literary  commission  for  me.  I  accept 
of  it  without  ceremony,  and  am  flattered  with  the 
idea  of  receiving  such  aid  from  your  hands.  I 
know^  nolliing  of  fiagniouski's  Adventures,  but 
what  was  published  in  some  newspaper.  If  one 
can  rely  on  his  veracity,  what  he  relates  must  be 
very  interesting  to  me.  If  you  had  been  writing 
the  History  of  America,'  the  question  concerning 
the  mode  of  peopling  it,  might  not  perhaps  have 
occupied  your  attention  very  much.  But  it  was 
proper  for  me  to  consider  it  more  fully.  Bagni-' 
ouski  (if  he  may  be  credited)  has  seen  what  it  may 
be  useful  for  me  to  know.  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  the  Court  of  France  should  be  shy  about  com* 
municating  his  Journal,  and  the  Charts  which 
illustrate  it;  possibly  my  name  may  operate  some- 
what towards  obtaining  a  copy  of  both ;  your  Inter* 
position,  I  am  confident,  will  do  a  great  deal.  It 
-will  be  v«]^,illiberal  i];ideed,  if  such  a  comnxunica* 
lion  wei^tMniied. .  My  Lovd  Stormont  (by  whose  ^ 
attention  I  have  been  much  honoured)  would  not 

decliuQ 
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if  your  Court  resembles  that  of  Spain,  I  am  afraid 
ev^iy  proposal  from  ambassador  is  received  with 
«ome  degree  of  jealousy.  Your  own  private  appli- 
cation will,  I  apprehend,  be  more  effectual.  As  it 
^  probable  tliat  a  second  edition  may  go  to  press 
farly  in  the  winter,  it  will  add  to  the  &vour,  if  you 
can  soon  inform  me  concerning  the  success  of  your 
^  n^gociation.  As  this  is  something  in  the  style  of 
the  Corps  Diplomatique,  allow  me  lo  reconiinend 
one  of  its  members  to  you.  Mr.  Fuliarton,  the 
new  secretary  of  the  embassyi  is  a  particular  friend 
of  mine.  He  is  a  young  mali  of  such  qualities  both 
of  head  and  heart,  that  I  am  sure  you  will  esteem 
and  love  liiu).  Please  remember  me  to  him.  I 
have  tthe  honour  to  be,  with  gre^t  reapect,  . 
Your  obliged  humble  servant, 

WlX.UA2i  R03£RTS0N. 

N°  CXIII. 

Edward  Gibbon^  E^q.  to  J.  IIoluoyd,  Esg.^ 

.  Paris,  June  l^th,  1777* 

I  ^LJD  you  what  would  infallibly  happen,  and 
you  know -enough  of  the  nature  of  die  b^tnot  to 
be  surprized  at  it.  I  have  now  been  at  Paris  exactly 
five  weeks ;  during  which  time  I  have  not  written 
to  any  person  whatsoever  within  the  British  doni^ 
uions,  except  two  lines  of  notification  to  Mrs. 
^Gibbon.  The  dasmoQ.  of  procrastination,  has  at 
length  yielded  to  tiite  geniustef  friendship,  assisted, 
indeed  by  the  paweis  of  fear  and  sliame.  But  when 

I  have 
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I  have  seated  myself  before  a  table,  and  begin  to 

revolve  all  that  I  have  seen  and  tasted  during  this 
busy  period,  I  feel  myself  oppressed  and  con^ 
founded;  and  I  am  very  near  throwing  away  tbf 
pen,  and  resigning  myself  to  indolent  despaii*.  A 
comglet^  history  would  require  a  a  olume,  at  leasts 
^  corpulent  as  the  Decline  and  fall;  and  if  i 
attempt  to  select  and  abridge,  besides  the  difficulty 
pf  the  choice,  ther^  occur  so  nuuiy  things  which 
cannot  properly  be  entrusted  to  paper,  and  so  many 
others  of  too  slight  a  texture  to  support  the  jour-r 
nay,  that  I  am  almost  tempted  to  reserve  for  our 
future  conversations  the  detail  <^  my  pleasures  and 
occupations.  But  as  I  am  sensible  that  you  arc 
tigi4  and  impatient,  I  will  try  to  convey,  in  a  few 
.  words,  ft  general  idea  of  my  situation  as  a  man  of 
the  world,  and  as  a  inan  of  letters.  You  remember 
t^t  the  J^ec^ers  were  my  principal  dependance ; 
and  the  rec^tion  which  I  have  met  with  fy^m 
them  very  far  surpassed  my  most  sanguine  expec- 
tatipi^.  I  do  not  ind^d  lodge  in  their  house,  (a^ 
might  incite  the  jealousy  of  the  husband,  and  pro- 
cure me  at  lettre  de  cachet,)  but  I  live  very  much 
;With  thea^,  and  dine  and  sup  whcACver  they  h^v^ 
comppany.  which  is  almost  every  d^y,  and  whe^ev^ 
I  Kke  it,  for. they  are  not  in  the  least  exigeans^ 
^r.  Walpole  gave  me  an  introduction  to  M^aip^^ 
4n  Q^ffandt  an  agreeable  young  lady  of  oighty^ 
4wo  years  of  age,  who  has  constant  suppers,  and 
the  best  company  in,  Paris,  Wh^n  you  see  thQ 
D  of  Richo^aod,  ha  will  give  you  an  nccQUJut  qf 
ti^t  hpuse^  wh^riQ  I  meet  him  aUnOst  wcqt  even? 
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ing.  Ask  him  about  Madame  de  Cambis.  I  have 
met  the  Duke  of  Choiseul  at  his  particular  request, 
dined  by  accident  with  Franklin,  conversed  with 
the  Emperor,  been  presented  at  court,  and  gradu- 
ally, or  rather  rapidly,  I  find  my  acquaintance 
spreading  over  the  most  valuable  parts  of  Paris. 
They  pretend  to  like  me,  and  whatever  you  may 
think  of  French  professions,  I  am  convinced  that 
some  at  least  are  sincere.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
feel  myself  easy  and  happy  in  their  company,  and 
only  regret  that  I  did  not  come  over  two  or  three 
months  sooner.  Though  Paris  throughout  the 
summer  promises  me  a  very  agreeable  society,  yet 
I  am  hurt  every  day  by  the  departure  of  men  and 
women  whom  I  begin  to  know  with  some  iamilia* 
rily,  the  departure  of  officers  for  their  governments 
and  garrisons,  of  bishops  for  their  dioceses,  and 
even  of  country  gentlemen  for  their  estates,  as  a 
rural  taste  gains  ground  in  this  country*  So  much 
for  the  general  idea  of  my  acquaintance ;  details 
Would  be  endless,  yet  unsatisfactory.  You  may 
add  to  the  pleasures  of  society  those  of  the .  spec- 
tacles and  promenades,  and  you  will  find  that  I  - 
lead  St  very  agreeable  life;  let  me  just  condescend  to 
observe,  that  it  is  not  extravi^ant.  After  decking 
myself  out  with  silks  and  silver,  the  ordinary  esta- 
blishment of  coach,  lodging,  servants,  eating,  and 
pocket  expenses,  does  not  exceed  sixty  pounds  per 
month.  Yet  I  have  two  footmen  in  handsome 
liveries  behind  my  coach,  and  my  apartment  is 
hung  with  damask.  Adieu  for  the  present:  I  have 
more  to  say,  but  were  I  to  attempt  any  farther 

progress^ 
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progress, you  must  wait  another  post ;  and  you  liave 
already  waited  long  enough,  of  all  conscience. 

Let  me  just  ih  two  words  give  you  an  idea  of 
my  day.  I  am  now  going  (nine  o  clock)  to  the 
King's  library,  where  I  shall  stay  till  twelve;  as 
soon  as  I  am  dressed,  I  set  out  to  dine  with  the 
Duke  de  Nivernois :  shall  go  from  thence  to  the 
French  comedy,  into  the  Princess  de  Beauveau's 
loge  giill^e,  and  cannot  quite  determine  whether 
I  shall  sup  at  ^ladame  du  DefFand's,  Madame 
Necker  s,  or  the  Sardinian  Ambassadress's.  Once 
more  adieu. 

I  embrace  my  Lady  and  bambini,  I  shall  with 
cheerfulness  execute  any  of  her  commissions. 

CXIV. 

#  ■ 

-  EDWAto  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Holboitd,  Esq. 

Parifly  August  ISth,  1777* 

Well,  and  who  is  the  culprit  now?  Thus  far 
bad  I  written  in  the  pride  of  my  heart,  and  fully 
determined  to  inflict  an  epistle  upon  you,  even 
before  I  received  any  answer  to  my  former ;  I  was 
very  near  a  bull.  But  this  forward  half  line  lay 
ten  days  barren  and  inactive,  till  its  generative 
powers  were  e^^cited  by  the  missive  which  I  re^ 
ceived  yesterday. .  What  a  wretched  piece  of  work 
do  we  seem  to  be  making  of  it  in  America !  The 
greatest  force  which  any  European  power  ever 
ventured  to  transport  into  that  continent^  is  not 
strong  enough  even  to  attack  the  enemy ;  the  naval 
strength  of  Great  Britain  is  not  sufficient  to  prevent 
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'  the  Americans  (they  have  almost  lost  the  appella- 
tion of  rebels)  from  receiving  every  assistance  that 
they  wanted;  and  in  the  mean  time  you  are 
obliged  to  call  out  the  militia  to  defend  your  own 
coasts  against  their  privateers.  You  possibly  may 
expect  from  me  some  account  of  the  designs  and 
policy  of  the  French  court,  but  I  choose  to  decline 
that  task  for  two  reasons :  Ut,  Because  you  may 
find  them  laid  open  in  every  newspaper;  and  2dly, 
fiecause  I  live  too  much  with  their  courtiers  and 
ministers  to  know  any  thing  about  them.  I  shall 
only  say,  that  I  am  not  under  any  immediate  appre- 
hensions of  a  war  with  France.  It  is  much  more 
pleasant  as  well  as  profitable  to  view  in  safety  the 
raging  of  the  tempest,  occasionally  to  pick  up  some 
pieces  of  the  wreck,  and  to  improve  their  trade, 
their  agriculture,  and  their  finances,  while  the  two 
countries  are  lento  collisa  duello.  Far  from  takins: 
any  step  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  this  astonishing 
dispute,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  next  summer 
they  were  to  lend  their  cordial  assistance  to  Eng* 
land,  as  to  the  wejiker  party.  As  to  my  personal 
engagement  with  the  D.  of  R.  I  recollect  a  few 
slight  skirmishes,  but  nothing  that  deserves  the 
name  of  a  general  engagement.  Tlie  extravagance 
of  some  disputants,  both  French  and  £nglish,  who 
have  espoused  the  cause  of  America,  sometimes 
inspires  me  with  an  extraordinaiy  vigour.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  find  it  much  c^ier  to  defmd  the 
justice  than  the  policy  of  our  measures ;  but  there 
are  certain  cases,  where  whatever  is  repugnant  to 
sound  policy  ewes  to  be  just 

The 
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The  more  I  see  of  Paris,  the  more  1  like  it.  The 
regular  course  of  theT  society  m  which  I  live  is  easy, 
polite,  and  entertaining;  and  almost  every  day  is 
marked  by.  the  tcquisition  of  some  new  acquaint- 
ance, who  Is  worth  cultivating,  or  who^  at  least,  is 
worth  remembering.    To  the  great  admiration  of 
die  Frendi,  I  regularly  dine  and  regularly  sup, 
drink  a  dash  of  strong  coffee  after  each  meal,  and 
find  my  stomach  a  citizen  of  the  world.  The 
spectacles,  (particularly  the  Italian,  and  above  all 
the  Frendi  comedies,)  which  are  open  the  whole 
summer,  afford  me  an  agreeable  relaxation  from 
company;  and  to  shew  you  that  I  frequent  %hem 
.irom  taste,  and  not  from  idleness,  I  have  not  yet 
seen  the  Colis^e,  the  Vauxliall,  the  Boulevards,  or 
any  of  those  pkices  of  entertainment  which  con- 
stitute Paris  to  most  of  our  countrymen.  Occa- 
sional ti'ips  to  dine  or  sup  in  some  of  tlie  thousand 
countiy-houses  which  are  scattered  round  the  envi- 
rons of  Paris,  serve  to  vary  l^e  scene.    In  the 
mean  while  the  summer  insensibly  glides  away, 
a^d  the  fatal  month  of  October  approaches,  when. 
I  must  change  the  house  of  Madame  Necker  for  . 
the  House  of  Commons.    I  regret  that  I  could 
•nat  choose  the  winter,  instead  of  the  summer,  for 
this  excursion :  I  should  have  found  many  valuable 
-persons,  and  should  have  preserved  others  whom  I 
have  lost  as  I  began  to  know  them.   The  Duke  de 
Choiseul,  who  deserves  attention  hoth  for  himself, 
and  for  keeping  the  best  house  in  Paris,  passes 
seven  months  of.  the  year  in  Touraine;  and  though 
I  have  been  tempted,  I  consider  with  horror  a 
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journey  of  six,ty  leagues  into  the  country.  The 
Priiices&  of  B^uveau,  who  is  a  most  superior 
woman,  has  been  absent  above  six  weeks,  and  does 
not  return  till  the  24th  of  this  month.  A  large 
body  of  recmits  will  be  assembled  by  theFontaine- 
bleau  journey ;  but  in  order  to  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  this  splendid  countrj%  I  ought  to 
stay  tillr  the  month  of  Januaiy ;  and  if  I. could  be 
sure  that  Opposition  would  be  as  tranquil  as  they 
were  last  year—  I  think  your  life  has  been  as 
animated,  or,  at  least,  as  tumultuous,  and  I  envy 
you  Lady  Payne,  &c.  much  more  than  either  the 
Primate,  or  the  Chief-justice.  Let  not  the  gene- 
rous breast  of  my  Lady  be  torn  by  the  black  serpents 
of  en\  y.  She  still  possesses  the  first  place  in  the 
sentiments  of  her  slave :  but  the  adventure  of  the 
fan  was  a  mere  accident,  owing  to  Lord  Carmar- 
dien.  Adieu.  I  think  you  may  be  satisfied.  I 
say  nothing  of  my  terrestrial  affairs.  , 

N"  CXV. 

« 

M.  Bi^FFok  i  M.  Gibbon. 

Ce  25  Oct  1777. 

Jsre^ois,  Monsieur,  commeune  marque  pr^ci- 
eusc  de  votre  estime  et  de  votie  amiti4  cet  excel- 
lent ouvrage  que  je  ne  connoissois  que.  par  la  trar 
duction ;  je  le  Hrai  avec  tout  I'empressement  que  me 
douncnt  les  sentimens  que  vous  mavez  inspir& 
J'ai  souvent  admir^  dans  la  conversation  les.  traits 
de  g^nie  que  j'aurai  le  plaisir  de  voir  dans  .  tout 
scm  d^veloppement.   Recevez  mes  Ji:emerchuen3» 

Monsieur, 
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.  Monsieur,  et  les  tendres  adieux  d'un  hoiiune  qui 

vous  respecte  et  vous  aime  autant  et  plus  qu'il  ne 
peut  vous  rexprimer. 

BUFFON. 

CXVL 

Edwabd  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Holroyd,  Esq. 

Bentinck-street,  Saturday,  November,  1777* 

Had  you  four  horns  as  well  as  four  eyes  and 

four  hands,  I  should  still  maintain  that  you  are  the 
most  unreasonable  monster  in  the  creation.  My 
pain  is  lively,  my  weakness  excessive,  the  season 
cold,  and  only  twelve  days  remain  to  the  meeting. 
Far  from  thinking  of  trips  into  the  country,  I 
shall  be  well  satisfied  if  I  am  on  my  legs  the  SOth, 
in  the  medical  sense  of  the  word.  At  present  I 
am  a  corpse,  carried  about  by  four  arms  which  do 
not  belong  to  me.  Yet  I  try  to  smile :  I  salute 
the  hen  and  chickens.  Adieu.  Writing  is  really 
painful. 

CXVII. 

Madame  Du  Deffand  it  M.  Gibbon. 

Paris,  ce  12  Novembre,  1 777. 

•Tattendoxs  que  M.  Walpole  vous  efit  vu. 
Monsieur,  pour  r6pondre  k  votre  trhs  aimable  let- 
tre  de  Calais.  J'apprends  aujourdTiuy  par  lui  que 
vous  avez  la  goutte,  qu  il  vous  a  €t€  rendre  visite 
et  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu  lui  parler  beauooup 
de  moi.  II  ne  me  mande  point  ce  que  vous  lui  en 
ave^  dit^  mais  votre  bont6  naturelle«  et  votre  ex- 
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cessive  indulgence  ne  me  laissent  aucune  inquU* 

tude.  II  poiirra  vous  dire  c\  son  tour  combien  je 
vous  regrette ;  rien  ne  pent  vous  reinplacer ;  je  pense 
sans  cesse  aux  momens  agr^bles  que  j'ai  passes 
avcc  \oiis ;  jamais  jc  n  ai  trouv^  personne  qui  cut 
une  conversation  aussi  facile,  aussi  cbannante.  Je 
paye  bien  cher  le  plaisir  qu'elle  m'a  fait,  elle  m'a 
rendue  bien  plus  dillicile  que  jc  n'etois. 

J  ai  fort  peu  vu  M.  et  ]\Iad.  Necker  depuis 
votre  d^Nurt  J*ai  soup6  une  fois  en  tiers  avec  eux  et 
cu  uiic  fois  ^lad.  Necker  chez  moi.  Nous  avons 
parle  de  M. Gibbon,  ct  dc  quoi encore?  de  M.  Gib- 
bon, toujours  de  M.  Gibbon.  J'ai  accabl^  Mad. 
dc  Cambis  de  reproches  et  d'injures,  cilc  m'a  paru 
Tctre  de  remords  et  de  regrets.  La  Comtessc  de 
Boufflers  me  s^aura  tr^  bon  gr£  si  je  vous.  parle 
d  ellc  ;  cnfin  tout  ce  qui  vous  connoit,  vous  estime, 
vous  aime,  et  desire  de  vous  revoir,  et  moi  plus  que 
personne  au  monde,  je  vous  prie  de  le  croire. 

Lc  tcrme  de  1779  bien  long,  mais  cependant 
j  ose  mc  flatter  de  le  voir  arriver :  je  ne  renonce 
point  encore  au  plaisir  de  vous  entendre^  et  pour 
mc  fassurerjai  eu  rccours  a  I'Abb^  de  St.  Julien ; 
il  a  visite  mes  oreiiles,  il  entreprend  ma  gu^iison, 
il  ne  veux  pas  que  je  perde  toute  esp^rance ;  mais 
cettc  vertu  th^ologalc  doit  ^tre  pr<5cedee  dc  celle  de 
la  ibi,  et  Ton  pretend  que  celles^i  ne  mest  pas 
£uniliibre. 

Ne  ditcs  point  a  M.  Walpolc  la  crainte  que  j'ai 
de  devenir  soiude;  si  ce  malheur  m'anive,  il  n'est 
pas  prochain»  et  je  serai  encore  long  tems,  k  ce  que 
j'cspcre,  en  6tat  d  entendre  la  lecture  de  vos  lettres. 

Je 
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Je  ne  me  flatte  pas  qu'elles  soient  fr^uentes,  mais 
je  vous  prie  de  r^pondre  h  celle-ci  et  de  m'apprendre 
des  nouvelles  de  votre  goutte ;  elle  a  grand  tort  de 
V0118  attaquer,  voiis  qui  Sjpavez  si  biai  employer  tous 
vos  momens ;  elle  he  devroit  se  placer  que  sur  les 
desoeuvr^s. 

J'attends  avec  impatience  les  deux  volumes  que 
me  promet  M.  de  Septch^nes ;  j'ai  €t6  parfiiitement 

contente  du  premier,  jc  Tai  ^t^  aussi  iuliiiimeut  de 
votre  lettre  ^  Mad.  de  Cambis.  Toutes  les  louanges 
que  vous  lui  donnez  sont  vraies  et  d'un  disceme- 
ment  exquis;  c'est^vous^  Moasieur,  k  quiil  appar- 
tient  de  peindre. 

N°  CXVIII. 
Edward  Gibbon,  Esg,  to  J.  Holroyi>,  Esq, 

Friday,  November  14di,  1777* 

I  DO  not  like  this  disorder  on  your  eyes :  and 
when  I  consider  your  temperance  and  activity,  I 
cannot  understand  why  any  spring  of  the  machine 
should  ever  be  deranged.  With  regard  to  myself, 
the  gout  lias  behaved  in  a  very  lionourable  manner  ^ 
after  a  complete  conquest,  and  aSfter  making  me 
feel  his  power  for  some  days,  the  generous  enemy 
has  disdained  to  abuse  liis  victory,  or  to  torment 
any  longer  an  unresisting  victim.  He  has  already 
ceased  to  torture  the  lower  extremities  of  your 
humble  servant;  the  swelling  is  so  amazingly  di- 
minished, that  they  are  no  longer  above  twice  their 
ordinary  size.  Yesterday  I  moved  about  the  room 
with  the  laborious  majesty  of  crutches;  to-day  X 
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have  exchanged  them  for  a  stick ;  and  by  the  be« 
ginning  of  next  week,  I  hope,  with  due  precau- 
tion, to  t^ke  the  air,  and  to  inure  myself  for  the 
interesting  representation  of.  Thursday.  How 
cursedly  unlucky ;  I  wanted  to  see  you  both :  a 
thousand  things  to  say  and  to  hear,  and  every 
tiling  of  that  kind  broken  to  pieces.  If  you  are 
not  able  to  come  to  B^ntincknstreet,  I  must  con- 
trive to  steal  three  or  four  vacant  days  during  the 
session,  and  run  down  to  Sheffield.  The  town 
fills,  and  I  begin  to  have  numerous  levees,  and 
couchees ;  more  properly  the  latter.  We  are  still 
in  expectation,  but  in  the  mean  while  we  believe 
(I  mean  ministers),  that  the  news  of  Howe's  vie* 
tory  and  the  takiug  of  Phil^elphia  are  tvue. 
Adieu.  ■ 

N°  CXIX. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  Holroyd,  Esq. 

December  24,  1777. 

By  the  inclosed  you  will  see  that  America  is  not 
yet  conquered.  Opposition  are  very  lively;  and, 
though  in  the  House  we  keep  our  numbers,  there 
seems  to  be  an  universal  desire  of  peace,  even  on 
the  most  humble  conditions.   Are  you  still  fierce  ? 

N°  CXX. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Mooday  Night,  December^  1777.  ' 

I  CONGRATULATE  your  noblc  firmness,  as  I  sup-^ 
pos§  it  must  aiis^  ixom  the  knowledge  of  some 
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hidden  resources^  which  will  enable  us  to  open  the 
next  campaign  with  new'amiies  of  fifty  or  sixty- 
thousand  men.  But  I  believe  you  will  find  your- 
self obliged  to  carry  on  this  glorious  war  almost 
alone.  It  would  be  idle  to  dispute  any  more  about 
politics,  as  we  sliall  so  soon  have  an  opportunity  of 
a  personal  combat.  Your  journey  gives  me  some 
hopes  that  you  have  not  entirely  lost  your  reason. 
Your  bed  shall  be  ready. 

CXXI. 
Tht  Same  to  the  Same. 

.    House  of  Commons,  Thursday,  Dec.  4thy  1777- 

Dreadful  news  indeed !   You  will  see  them 

partly  in  the  papers,  and  we  have  not  yet  any  par- 
ticulars. An  English  army  of  neaily  ten  thousand 
men  laid  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  priso-  . 
ners  of  war,  on  condition  of  being  sent  to  England, 
9nd  of  never  serving  against  America.  They  had 
fought  bmvely,.  and  were  three  days  withoMt  eat- 
ing. Bourgoync  is  said  to  have  received  three 
wounds.  General  Eraser,  with  two  thousand  men, 
killed.  Colonel  Ackland  likewise  killed.  A  gene- 
ral cry^  for  peace,  Adieu,  We  have  constant  late 
days. 

N^CXXII. 

£dw.  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Reo.  Dr.  Ch£Lsum. 

Sir,  •  Bentinck-street,  FvD.  20th,  1778. 

The  officious  readiness  of  offering  any  printed 
criticism  to  the  notice  of  a  stranger,  who  is  himself 

the 
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the  object  of  it,  must  be  received  either  as  a  com- 
pliment or  an  insult    When  Dr.  Watson,  the  Di* 

vinity  Professor  of  Cambridge,  was  so  obliging  as 
to  send  me  his  candid  find  ingenious  apology,  I 
thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  acknowledge  his 
politeness,  and,  with  suitable  expressions  of  regard, 
to  solicit  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  A  dif- 
ferent mode  of  controversy  calls  for  a  different  be- 
haviour ;  and  I  should  deem  myself  wanting  in  a 
just  sense  of  my  own  honour,  if  I  did  not  imme- 
diately return  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Batt  your  most 
extraordinary  present  of  a  book,  of  which  almost 
every  page  is  stained  with  the  epithets,  I  shall  take 
leave  to  $ay  the  undesefved  epithets,  of  wigenercuSf 
tmmanly^  indeceiit,  illiberal^  partial^  and  in  which 
your  adversary  is  repeatedly  charged  with  being 
deficient  in  ctmmon  candour  ;  with  studiously  con- 
cealing the  truth,  violating  the  faith  of  histo?y, 
Sec.  This  consideration  will  not  however  prevent 
me  from  procuring  a  copy  of  your  Remarks,  with 
the  intention  of  correcting  any  involuntary  mis- 
takes, (and  I  cannot  be  conscious  of  any  other,) 
which  in  so  large  a  subject  your  industry,  or  that 
of  your  colleagues,  may  very  possibly  have  observed. 
But  I  must  not  suifer  myself  to  be  diverted  from 
the  prosecution  of  an  important  work,  by  the 
invidious  task  of  controversy,  and  recrimination. 
Whatever  faults  in  your  performance  I  might  fairly 
impute  to  want  of  attention,  or  excess  of  zeal,  he 
assured.  Sir,  that  they  shall  sleep^in  peace;  and 
you  may  safely  inform  your  readers,  that  Suidas 

was 


DiyUiZija  by  GoOglc 


£DWARD  GIBBON,  £SU. 


£19 


was  a  heathen  four  centuries  after  the  heathenisin 

of  the  Greeks  had  ceased  to  exist  in  the  world. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  humble  Semmt, 

£.  Gibbox. 

CXXIII. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Chelsum  to  £dw.  Gibbon,  Eiq. 

Sir,  Oxford,  March  6th,  1778. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you,  with  the  utmost  sin- 
cerity, that  no  insult,  such  as,  I  collect  from  your 

letter,  you  attribute  to  me,  was  ever  intended 
by  me. 

I  had  reason  to  think  from  Several  circumstances, 
that  my  not  having  sent  my  Remarks  to  you  in 
their  first  form,  had  been  considered  by  you  as  a 
want  of  attention,  and  I  was  very  ready  to  pay 
what  otliers  gave  me  reason  to  expect,  Avould  be 
received  as,  a  mark  of  civility.  I  do  not  mean 
here  to  refer  to  Mr.  Batt. 

My  determination  was  the  result  of  a  deference 
to  the  opinions  of  others ;  and  it  arose  in  no  degree 
from  an  "  officious  readiness,^  to  which  you  attri- 
bute it.  I  may  be  accused  of  an  error  in  judg- 
:(nent,  but  1  cannot  justly  be  accused  of  any  greater 
offence. 

Concerned  as  I  am  at  my  mistake,  I  am  most  of 
all  concerned  that  so  esteemed  a  friend  as  Mr.  Batt 
should  have  been  eniplo}  ed  in  a  very  unpleasant- 
mediation  between  us.  * 

As  it  IS  the  sole  object  of  this  letter  to  give  you  * 
every  possible  assurance  of  my  having  intended  a 

com- 
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compliment  in  what  has  unfortunately  been  receiv'- 

ed  as  an  insult,  I  should  have  concluded  here,  but 
that  I  am  anxious  to  do  myself  the  justice  of  point- 
ing out  to  you,  that  you  have  unwarily  imputed 
to  me  one  expression  (as  I  apprehend)  wholly  with- 
out foundation. 

On  the  most  diligent  recollection  I  cannot  re- 
member that  I  have  any  where  said  (and  I  am  sure 
Inever  intended  to  say)  that  you  have  ^'studiously 
concealed  the  truth.   I  an^ 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

J.  Chelsum.  . 

CXXIV. 

Edwakd  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  B.  Holroyd,  Esq^ 

FebniiiiySSd,  1778. 

You  do  not  readily  believe  in  prasternatural  mis- 
carriages of  letters ;  nor  I  neither.  Listen,  how- 
ever, to  a  plain  and  honest  narrative.  This  morn- 
ing after  breakfasf,  as  I  was  ruminating  on  your 
silence,  Thomas,  my  new  footmaui  with  confu- 
sion in  his  looks  and  stammering  on  his  tongue, 
produced  a  letter  reasonably  soiled,  which  he  was 
to  have  brought  me  the  day  of  his  arrival,  and 
which  had  lain  forgotten  iVom  that  ,  time  in  his 
pocket.  To  shorten  as  much  as  possible  the  con- 
tinuance, I  immediately  inquired,  whether  any 
method  of  conveyance  could  be  devised  more 
expeditious  than  the  post,  and  was  fortunately 
intbrmed  of  your  coachman's  intentions.  You 
'       '     .  probably 
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probably  know  the  heads  of  the  plan ;  an  Act  of 
Parliament  to  declare,  that  we  never  had  any 
intention  of  taxing  America :  another  Act,  to  em- 
power the  Crown  to  name  Commissioners,  autho- 
rised to  suspend  hostilities  by  sea  and  land,  as  well 
as  all  obnoxious  Acts ;  and,  in  short,  to  grant  every  . 
thing,  except  independence.  Opposition,  after 
expressing  their  doubts  whether  the  lance  of 
Achilles  could  cure  the  wound  which  it  had  in* 
dieted,  coidd  not  refuse  their  assent  to  the  princi- 
ples of  conduct  which  they  themselves  had  always 
recommended.  Yet  you  must  acknowledge,  that 
in  a  business  of  this  magnitude  there  may  arise  . 
several  important  questions,  which,  without  a  spi- 
rit of  faction,  will  deserve  to  be  debated :  whether 
Parliament  ought  not  to  name  the  Commissioners? 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  repeal  the  ob- 
noxious Acts  ourselves?  I  do  not  find  that  the 
world,  that  is,  a  few  people  whom  I  happen  to 
converse  with,  are  much  inclined  tp  praise  Lord 
North's  ductility  of  temper.  In  the  service  of  next 
Friday  you  will,  however,  take  notice  of  the  in- 
junction given  by  the  Liturgy :  And  all  the  Peo- 
ple shall  say  after  the  Minister^  Turn  us  again, 
O  Lord,  and  so  shall  we  be  turned."  While  we 
consider  whether  we  shall  negociate,  I  fear  the 
French  have  been  more  diligent.  It  is  positively 
asserted,  both  in  private  and  in  Parliament,  and 
not  coi^^^cted  l^y  the  Ministers,  that  on  the  fifth  ^ 
^  this  month  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  (which  natu- 
rally leads  to  a  war)  was  signed  at  Paris  with  the 
independent  States  of  Amejrica.    Yet  there  still 

remains 
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remains  a  hope  that  England  may  obtain  the  pre* 
ference.  The  two  greatest  countries  in  Europe  are 
fairly  running  a  race  for  the  favour  of  America* 
Adieu. 

N°  CXXV. 

« 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  J.  B.  IIolroyd,  Esq. 

February  S8th,  177^ 
#♦♦#•♦  jYs  to  politics,  we  should 
easily  fill  pages,  and  therefore  had  better  be  silent 
You  are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  bills  are 
.  opposed;  some  particular  objections  have  been 
stated,  and  in  the  (mly  division  I  voted  with  go- 
vernment 

N**  CXXVI. 

The  Same  to  the  Same, 

Almack's,  Satuniay  Night,  March  21it,  177a. 

As  business  thickens,  and  you  may  expect  me 
to  write  sometimes,  I  shall  lay  down  one  rule ; 
totally  td  avoid  political  argument,  conjecture, 
lamentation,  declamation,  &c.  which  would  fill 
pages,  not  to  say  volumes ;  and  to  confine  myself 
to  short,  authentic  pieces  of  intelligence,  for  which 
I  may  be  able  to  afford  moments  and  lines.  Hear 
then — The  French  Ambassador  went  off  yesterday 
morning,  not  without  some  sUght  expressions  of 
ill-humour  from  John  Bull.  Lord  Stormont  is  pro- 
bably arrived  to-day.  No  immediate  declaration, 
except  on  our  side.  A  report  (but  vague)  of  an 
action  in  the  Bay,  between  La  Motte  Piquet  and 
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Digby :  the  former  has  five  ships  and  three  frigates, 
with  three  large  stcnre-ships  under  convoy ;  the  lat- 
ter has  eleven  ships  of  the  line.  If  the  Frenehman 
should  sail  to  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  he  may 
possibly  be  followed  and  shut  up.  When  Frank** 
Un  was  received  at  Versailles,  Deane  went  in  the 
same  character  to  Vienna,  and  Arthur  Lee  to  Ma- 
drid. Notwithstanding  the  reports  of  an  action  in 
Silesia,  liiey  subside ;  and  I  have  seen  a  letter  from 
Eliot  at  Berlin  of  the  tenth  instant,  without  any 
mention  of  actual  hostiUties,  and  even  speaking  of 
the  impending  war  as  not  absolutely  inevitable. 
Last  Tuesday  the  first  payment  of  the  loan  of  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds  was  certainly  made ;  and 
as  it  would  otherwise  be  forfeited,  it  is  a  security 
for  the  remainder.  I  have  not  yet  got  the  intelli- 
gence you  want  about  former  prices  of  stock  in 
critical  times.  These  are  surely  such.  IKri,  Vale. 
Send  me  some  good  news  from  Bucks ;  in  spite  of 
the  war,  I  must  sell.  We  want  you  in  town.  Si- 
mon Fraser  is  impatient ;  but  if  you  come  without 
my  Lady,  every  door  will  be  shut. 

N°  CXXVIL 

The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Almack's,  Friday,  June  13th,  l77B* 

»  ♦  •  * 's  letter  gave  me  that  sort  of  satisfaction 
which  one  may  receive  from  a  good  .physician, 
who,  after  a  careful  examination,  pronounces  your 
case  incurable.  But  no  more  of  that.  I  trice  up 
the  pen,  as  I  suppose  by  tliis  time  you  begin  to 

•swear 
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'Wear  at  my  silence.  Yet  literally  (a  bull)  I  haV« 
not  a  word  to  say.  Since  D'£staiQg  s  fleet  has 
passed  through  the  Gut  (I  leave  you  to  guess 
where  it  must  have  got  out)  it  has  been  totally 
forgotten,  and  the  most  wonderful  lethai'gy  and 
oblivion,  of  war  and  peace,  of  Europe  and  of 
America,  seems  to  prevail.  Lord  Chatham^s  fune- 
ral was  meanly  attended,  and  Government  ingeni- 
ously contrived  to  secure  the  double  odium  oif  suf- 
fering the  thing  to  be  done,  and  of  doing  it  with 
an  ill  grace.  Their  chief  conversation  at  Almack  s 
is  about  tents>  drill-serjeants,  subdivisions^  firingSi 
&c.  and  I  am  revered  as  a  veteran.  Adieu.  When 
do  you  return?  If  it  suits  your  evolutions,  aunt 
Kitty  and  myself  meditate  a  Sussex  journey  next 
week.   I  embrace  my  Lady. 

CXXVIII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  B.  Holroyd,  Esq* 

Wednesday  Evening,  July,  1773. 

Your  plan  of  operations  is  clear  and  distinct; 

yet,  notwithstanding  your  zeal,  and  the  ideas  of 
ducal  discipline,  I  think  you  will  be  more  and 
lotigcr  at  Sheiiield-Place  than  you  imagine.  How- 
ever, I  am  disposed  to  advance  my  journey  as 
nnich  as  possible.  I  want  to  see  you;  my  martial 
ardour  makes  me  look  to  Cosdieath,  necessity 
obliges  me  to  think  of  Beriton,  and  I  feel  some- 
thing of  a  very  new  inclination  to  taste  the  sweets 
of  the  country.  Aunt  Kitty  shares  the  same  sen- 
timents;  but  various  obstacles  will  not  allow,  us  to 

be 
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be  with  joii  before  Saturday,  or  perhaps  Sunday 
evening;  I  say^  evenings  as  we  mean  to  take  the 
cool  part  oftiie  day/aiid  shall  probably  arrive  after 
supper.  Keppel  s  return  has  occasioned  infinite 
and  inexpressible  constemation,  which  gradually 
changes  into  discontent  i^inst  him.  He  is' Or- 
dered out  again  with  three  or  four  large  ships; 
two  of  ninety,  two  of  seventy-four,  and  the  fiftieth 
i'egiment,  as  inarines.  In  the  mean  time  the 
French,  with  a  superior  fleet,  are  masters  of  the 
•sea ;  and  our  outward-bound  East  and  West  India 
trade  is  in  the  most  imtniiient  danger.  Adieu. 


CXXIX.  .    ^  •• 

The  Same  to  the  Same. 

:  •-•<  -        .     ••  .        ....  ; 

.     Tuesday  Night,  November^  1778. 

You  sometimes  complain  that  I  do  not  send  you 
.early  tie^^s ;  but  you*  will  now  be  satisfied  with 
receiving  a  full  and  true  account  of  all  the  parlia- 
•mentary  transactions  of, next  Thursday.    In  town 
iwe  think  it  aA  e;$Oellmt  {uece*  cif  humoux^f  .{the 
rkuthor  is  Tickell).    Burke  and  G.  Fox  are  pleased 
with  theii*  own  speeches,  but  serious  patriots  groan 
'j^t  $uch  thingn  sliould  be  turned  to  farbe.  ..-We 
-seem  to  haye^  chance  of  an  ^ditionaL  Dutch  war  : 
you  may  depeiid  upon  its.  being  a  very  important 
tLusinjess,  fi^m  which  we  cannot  e^xttioate  oursdvtis 
|^ithou,tlei1;|ier  loss  or  shame.   Fa/a  >  ^j  '^^  r(  r 
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Epwarx)  Gibbon,  JS^jT,  to  J.  B.  HomoYD,£ef. 

AlMck*fl»  WpAunkty  Eumngi 

I  DELAYED  Writing,  not  so  much  through  indo- 
lence, as  because  I  expected  every  ppst  to  hear 
from  you.  The  state  of  Berit»ai  is  uncertam^  ia^ 
comprehensible,  tremendous.  It  would  be  end- 
less to  send  the  foUos  of  Ui^onin,  but  I  have 
inelosed  you  one  of  his  most  picturesque  epistks^ 
on  which  you  may  meditate.  Few  offers ;  one, 
promising;  enough,  came  from  a  gentleman  at  Cam- 
1)erwelL  I  detected  him,  with  masterly  slpU  and 
diligence,  to  be  only  an  attorney's  clerk,  without 
money,  credit,  or  experience.  I  have  written  as 
yet  in  vain  to  Sir  John  Shelly,  about  Hearsay; 
perhaps  you  might  get  intelligence.  I  much  fear 
that  the  Beriton  expedition  is  necessary;  but  it 
has  oocuned  to  me,  that  if  I  met,  instead  acbam- 
ponying  you,  it  would  save  me  a  journey  of  above 
4)ne  hui^dre4  miles.  That  reflection  led  to  another 
»f  a  very  impudent  nsftuie;  via.  that  if  I  did  not 
"accompany  you,  I  certainly  could  be  of  no  use  to 
you  or  myself  on  the  spot :  that  I  had  much  ra- 
ther, while  you  examine  the  premises,  pass  the 
time  in  a  horse^pcH^ ;  and  that  I  had  stiU  rather 
pass  it  in  my  library  with  the  Decline  and  Fall, 
fiut  that  would  be  an  efiinrt  of  friendship  worthy 
of  Theseus  or  Pirithous :  modem  times  would 
hardly  credit,  much  less  imitate,  such  exalted  vir- 
tue. No  news  fiom  Ameriea;  yet  there  are  peo- 
ple, large  ones  too,  who  talk  of  conquering  it  next 
' »  sunua^ 
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summer  with  the  help  of  twenty  thousand  Rus- 
sians. I  fancy  you  are  better  satisfied  with  pri- 
vate than  public  war.  The  Lisbon  packet  in  com*, 
ing  home  met  above  forty  of  our  privateer^.  Adieu. 
I  hardly  know  whether  I  direct  right  to  you,,  but 
I  think  Sheffield-place  the  surest. 

N°  CXXXL 

Dn  Watsok  (nm  Bishop  o/Umdaff)  to  Mr, 

Gibbon. 

SiRy  Cambridge,  January  14t]i,  1779^ 

It  will  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  better  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Gibbon.  I  beg  he  would  accept  my  sinceiie 
thanks  for  the  too  favourable  manner  in  which  hq 
^has  spoken  of  a  performance,  which  derives  its 
chief  merit  from  tiie  el^^ance  and  importance  of 
the  work  it  attempts  to  oppose.  I  have  no  hope 
of  a  future  existence,  except  that  ^hich  is  ground-* 
ed  on  the  truth  of  Christianity.  I  wish  not  to  be 
deprived  of  this  hope ;  but  I  should  be  an  apostate 
from  the  mild  principle  of  the  religion  I  profess,  if 
I  could  be  actuated  with  the  least  ania^osity 
against  those  who  do  not  think  with  me  upon  this, 
of  .all  othei«,  the  most  important  subject.  I  beg 
youir  pardon  for  this  declaxation  of  my  belief ;  but 
niy  temper  is  naturally  open,  and  it  ought  assuredly 
to  be  without  disguise  to  a  man  whom  I  wish  no 
longer  to  look  upon  as  an  antagonist,  but  as  ii 
friend.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sen- 
^ment  of  respect,  your  obliged  servant^ 


3jtt         ^      LETTERS  TO  AND  FROK 

CXXXII. 

Edward  Gibbok,  Esq.  to  J.  B.  HoLtovD,  Esf. 

February  6th,  1779- 

Vdu  are  quiet  and  peaceable,  and  do  not  batk, 

as  usual,  at  my  silence.  To  reward  you,  I  \v  oukt 
send  you  some  new,sj  but  we  are  asleep;  no  foreign 
intelligence,  except  the  capture  of  a  frigate;  no 
certain  accdunt  from  the  West  Indies,  and  a  dis- 
solution of  Parliament,  which  seems  to  liave  taken 
plaee  since  Christmas.  In'the  papers  you  will  see 
negociations,  changes  of  departments,  Sec.  and  I 
have  some  reason  to  believe,  that  those  reports  are 
not  entirely  without  foundation.  -  Portsmouth  is 
ho  longer  an  object  of  speculation;  the  whole 
stream  of  all  men,  and  all  parties,  runs  one  way. 
Sir  Hugh*  is  disgraced,  ruined,  &c.  &c. ;  and  as  an 
old  wound  has  broken  out  again,  they  say  he  must 
have  his  leg  cut  off  as  soon  as  he  has  time.  In  a 
night  or  two  we  shall  be  in  a  blaze  of  illumina- 
tion, from  the  zeal  of  naval  heroes,  land  patriots, 
and  tallow-chandlers;  the  last  are  not  the  least 
sincere.  I  Mrant  to  hear  some  details  of  your  mili"- 
tary  and  familiar  proceedmgs.  By  your  silence  I 
suppose  you  admire  Davis,  and  dislike  my  pamphlet; 
yet  such  is  the  public  folly,  that  we  have  a  second 
edition  in  the  press:  the  fashionable  style  of  the 
clergy,  is  to  say  they  have  not  read  it.  If  Maria 
(loesnot  take  care,  I  shall  write  a  much  sharper 

*  Sir  Hugib  Poliaer;  perbaps  no  man  was  ever^  move  cruelly 
I9ed  by  tbe  public^  .ttovgb  a  virulent  party  spirit.  S. 
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invective  against  her,  for  not  answering  my  diabo* 
Ucal  book,  My*  Lady  carried  it  down,  with  a  so- 
lelihW  proiYiise  that  I  should  receive  an  unassist^ 

French  letter.  Yet  I  embrace  the  little  animal, 
jis'^Vreil  sis  ttiy  Lady,  and  the  Spes .  altera  Roma. 

Adieu.       -J-^'":-^^-  "  ^         •  • 

**  There  is  a  buz  about  a  peace,  and  Spanish  me- 
diation.     :  ^ 

N«  CXXXIII. 
Dr.  William  Robertson  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

Db4E  Sxe»        College  of  Edinburgh,  March  lOtb,  1779* 

I  SHOULD  have  long  since  returned  you  thanks 
for  the  pamphlet  you  took  the  trouble  of  sending 
..to  me.  I  hope  you  are  not  one  of  those  who  esti- 
mate kindness  by  punctuality  in  correspondence* 
I  read  your  little  performance  with  much  eager- 
ness, and  sonie  solicitude.  The  latter  soon  ceased. 
The  tone  you  *take  with  your,  adversary  in  this 
impar  congress  us  appears  to  me  perfectly  proper; 
and,  though  I  watched  you  with  some  attention,  I 
have  not  observed  any  expression  which  I  should, 
on  your  own  account,  wish  to  be  altered.  Davis's 
book  never  reached  us  here.  Our  distance  from 
the  Capital  operates  somewhat  like  tkne.  No- 
thing, but  what  has  intrinsic  value  comes  down  to 
ns.  We  h^  sometimes  of  the  worthless  and  vile 
things  that  float  for  a  day  on  the  stream,  but  we 
seldom  see  th^m.  1  am  satisfied,  however,  that  it 
was  necessaiy  for  you  to  animadvert  on  a  man 
who  had  brought  accusations  against  you,  which 

:  Q  3 .  ai9 


Digitized  by  Google 


iSO  h&TTEBS  TO  AIUP  IBOU 

BO  gehtleman  can  aUbw  to  be  made  without  no* 

tice.  I  am  persuaded,  that  the  persons  who  insti- 
gated the  man  to  such  an  illiberal  attack,  will  now 
be  ashamed  of  him.  At  the  same  time  I  applaud 
your  resolution,  of  not  degrading  yourself,  by  a 
second  conflict^  with  such  antagonists. 

I  am  ashamed  to  tell  -you»  how  little  I  have 
done  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  I 
have  been  prevented,  partly  by  ill  health,  partly 
by  causes  which  I  shall  explain  when  we  meet: 
I  hope  that  may  be  next  spring.  Believe  me  to 
be  with  great  truth, 

Your  affectionate  and  faithful  humble  servant, 

William  Rob£Rtson. 

-  «  . 

N^CXXXIV. 
£DirABD  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  J.  B.  Holroy Esq. 

May  7th,  1779- 

Br  some  of  the  strangest  4u;cidents,  (Lord 

••#••###'5  indiscretion,  Rigby  s  boldness, 
£cc.)  which  it  would  require  ten  pages  to  explain, 
our  wise  resolution  of  last  Thursday  is  changed, 
and  Lord  Cornwallis  will  be  examined ;  Sir  William 
Howe  s  inquiry  will  proceed,  and.  we  shall  be  op- 
pressed by  the  load  of  information.  You  have 
heard  of  the  Jersey  invasion;  every  body  praises 
Arbuthnots  decided  spirit.  Conway  went  last 
night  to  throw  himself  into  the  island.* 

■ 

*  Jersey,  of  which  he  was  Governor. 
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The  Same  to  the  Same. 

■ 

Mty,  1779. 

Alas  !  alas !  fourteen  ships  of  the  line :  you  uti- 
derstaad  by  this,  that  you  have  not  got  a  ungle 
long-boat.  Ministry  are  more  crest-fallen  than  I 
ever  knew  them,  with  the  last  intelligence ;  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  that  I  see  a  smile  of  trimnph  on 
-some  opposition  faces.  Though  the  business  of 
the  West  Indies  may^till  produce  something,  I  am 
muck  afraid  that  we  shall  have  a  campaign  of  im- 
mense expense,  and  little  or  no  action.  The  most 
busy  scene  is  at  present  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  we  shall  be  involved,  during  a  great 
part  of  next  month,  in  tedious,  fruitless,  but,  in  my 
opinion,  proper  inquiries.  You  see  how  difficult 
it  would  be  for  me  to  visit  Brighton ;  and  I  fancy 
I  must  content  myself  with  receiving  you  on  your 
passage  to  Ireland.  Indeed,  I  much  want  to  have 
a  ^ery  seridus  conversation  with  you.  Another 
reason,  which  must  in  a  great  measure  pin  nie  to 
Bentinck-street,  is  the  Decline  and  Fall.  I  have 
fesolved  to  bring  out  the  suite  in  the  course  of 
next  year  ;  and  though  I  have  been  tolerably  dili- 
gent, so  much  remains  to  be  done,  that  I  can 
hardly  spare  a  single  day  from  the  shop.  I  can 
•  guess  but  one  reason  which  should  prevent  you  from 
supposing  that  the  picture  in  Leicester  Fields  was 
intended  for  the  Sheffield  library ;  viz.  my  having 

^old  you  some  \imc  a£o  that  J  was  uiidar  a  formal 

q4  engage- 


» 


Digitized  by  Google 


* 


■   UTTERS  TO  AND  FROM 

engagement  to  Mr.  Walpole.*   Probably  I  should  . 

not  have  been  in  any  great  hurry  to  execute  my 
promise,  if  Mr.  Cadeil  had  not  strenuously  urged 
the  curiosity  of  the  public,  who  may  be  willing  to 
repay  the  exorbitant  price  of  ^Jti/  guineas.  It  is 
now  finished,  and  my  friends  say,  that,  in  every 

*  sense  of  the  word,  it  is  a  good  h^.  Next  week 
it  will  be  given  to  Hall  the  engraver,  and  I  pro- 
mise you  a  first  impression.  Adieu.  I  embiace 
my  Lady,  and  infants. 

N°  CXXXVI. 
Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J.  B.  Ho  wo  yd,  Esq. 

1779. 

When  do  yon  come  to  town?  You  gave  me 
hopes  of  a  visit,  and  I  want  to  talk  over  things  in 
general  with  you,  before  you  march  to  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  West,  where  the  sun  goes  to  sleep  in  the 
sea.  Mrs.  Trevor  told  me,  your  destination  was 
Exeter  ;t  and  I  suppose  nothing  but  truth  can  pro- 

•  ceed  from  a  pretty  mouth.  I  have  been,  and  am  still 
very  diligent;  and,  though  it  is  a  huge  beast,  (the 
Roman  Empire,)  yet,  if  1  am  not  mistaken,  I  see  it 
move  a  little.  You  seem  surprised  that  I  was  able  to 

'  get  off  Bath :  very  easily,  the  extreme  shortness  of  our 
.holidays  was' a  fair  excuse  ;  her  recovery  of  health, ' 
spirits,  &c.  made  it  less  necessary,  and  she  accepted 
my  apology,  which  ^as  however  accompanied  with 

*  the  portrait,  one  th'ebe^t.df  Sir  Joshjoa's,  is  at  ^liefteld-' 
place.  .  *     '      .  ' 

'   t  With  the  Sussex  Militia,  of  which  Mr.  Holroyd  was  Major. 

an 
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an  offer,  if  she  chose  it,  in  the  prettiest  manner  pos^ 
sible.  A  load  of  business  in  this  House  (I  write 
from  it)  will  be  the  amusement  of  the  spring ; 
motions,  inquiries,  taxes,  &c.  Sec.  We  are  now  en- 
gaged in  Lord  Pigott's  aifair,  brought  on  by  a 
motion  from  the  Admiral,  that  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral should  prosecute  Mr.  Stratton  and  Council;  all 
the  Masters,  Charles,  Burke,  Wedderburne,  are 
of  the  same  side,  for  it  The  day  is  hot  and  dull ; 
will  belong:  some  curious  evidence;  one  man  who 
refused  three  lacks  of  rupees,  (thirty-seven  thou-^ 
sand  five  hiindred  pounds,)  merely  not  to  go  to 
council;  our  mouths  watered  at  such  royal  cor- 
ruption ;  how  pitiful  is  our  insular  bribery !  A 
letter  from  aunt  Hester.   Adieu.  -  ' ' 

N**  CXXXVU. 
The  Same  to  the  .Same^  \ 

July  2d,  1779.  ' 

Ths  inclosed'  will  inform  you  of  an  event,*  not 

the  most  disagreeable  of  those  which  I  have  lately 
experienced.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  it  was  ef- 
fected by  the  firm  aiid  sincere  friendship  of  the 
Attorney  General.  So  many  incidents  have  hap- 
pened, that  I  hardly  know  how  to  talk  of  news. 
You  will  learn  that  the  Lords  have  strangely  cas- 
trated the  new  Militia  Bill.  The  Ferrol  squadron, 
eight  or  nme  ships,  have  joined  the  French.  The 
numbers  stand  on  bur  side  thirty-two^  on  thei^ 

*  His  appointmeut  as  Lord  of  Trade. 

thirty- 
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thifty-fleven ;  but  our  force  is  at  kaat  equal,  and 

the  general  consternation  much  dispelled.  If  you 
do  not  Hibemize,  you  might  at  least  Bentmckuiei 
I  embFacei  &c.  Parliament  will  be  prorogued  to* 
morrow. 

CXXXVIIL 
Edward  GirBBON^  Esq,  to  Mrs.  Gibbok,  fiath. 

BsAB  Madam,  Bendnck-street,  Sept.  irth,  1779* 

I  AM  glad  to  hear  of  the  very  beneficial  effects 
you  have  derived  from  your  receut  friendship  with 
the  goats;*  and  as  I  cannot  discover  in  what  re- 
spect this  poor  country  is  more  prosperous  or  se- 
cure than  it  was  last  year,  I  must  consider  your  pre- 
sent confidence  as  a  proof  that  you  view  the  prospect 
through  a  purer  medium,  and  a  glass  of  a  more 
cheerful  colour.  I  find  myself  so  much  more  sus- 
ceptible of  pri^vate  frtendskip  than  of  public  spirit, 
that  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  that  conclusion. 
My  summer  has  been  passed  in  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood, wbidi  I  still  maintam  to  be  die  best 
society  and  the  best  retirement ;  the  latter,  how- 
ever, has  been  sometimes  interrupted  by  the  Colo- 
nel of  Diagoonat  with  a  train  Serjeants,  tntm* 
pets,  recruits,  ^c.  &(X    My  own  time  is  much  and 

• 

*  At  AtopATMiigr, 

t  On  tlie  appesnmce  •tike  cembined  ileeto  of  France  and  Spain 

on  the  coast  of  England,  Colonel  Holroyd  olRsred  to  raise  a  legion 

of  Hussars  and  Light  Infantry.  His  offer  was  accepted  as  to  tke 
cavalry,  and  it  was  called  the  Sussex,  or  22d  regiment  of  Light 
Dragoons. 

agreeably 
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agreeably  employed  in  the  prosecutioii  of  my  busi* 
new.  After  doing  much  more  than  I  expected  to 
have  done  within  the  time,  I  find  myieif  much  lete 
advanced  than  I  expected :  yet  I  begin  to  reckon, 
and  as  well  as  I  can  calculate,  I  believe,  that  in 
twelve  or  fourteen  months  I  shall  be  brought  to* 
bed,  perhaps  of  twins ;  may  they  live,  and  prove 
as  healthy  as  their  eldest  brother  I  With  regard  toi 
the  littk  foundling  which  so  many  friends  or  ene- 
'  mies  chose  to  lay  at  my  door,  I  am  perfectly  inno- 
cent, even  of  the  knowledge  of  that  production ; 
and  all  the  faults  or  merits  of  the  History  of  Op- 
position musty  as  I  am  informed,  be  imputed  to 
Macpherson,  the  author  or  translator  of  FingaL 
Dear  Madam,  most  truly  yours. 

N*  CXXXIX. 
Mad.  la  Gmiesse  de  Genlis  d  M.  Gibbok. 

De  Paris,  ce  15  Octobre,  1779. 

Je  trouve  une  occasion  s6re,  pour  TAngleterre^ 
et  je  ne  puis  me  refiiser,  Monsieur,  au  pkusir  de  ne 
rappeller  k  votre  souvenir,  et  de  vous  ^nvoyer  un 
Qttvrage  qui  a  r^ussi  ici  au  delk  dei  touites  mes 
esp^rances,  et  sans  doate  de  son  mMte.  Je  Tai 
fait  imprimer  pour  le  vendre  au  profit  de  trois  mal- 
beureuxmilitairesi  tons  trois  fr^es,  ettju'ttn  procis 
a  rMuitdans  T^tat  le  plus  deplorable  ;^  et  le  boiafaeur 
de  leur  fetre  utile  me  fait  bien  mieux  jouir  du 
•succ&s  de  cet  ouvrage  que  la  vanit^  assez  oidiaaire 
i  un  auteur.  Ce  l**  vol.  sera  suivi  de  trois  aulres 
qui  paroitront  dans  trois  s;  le  ia*  encore 

poujr 
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pour  les  jeimcs  peisonnes,  le  3"""'  pour  I'^ducation 
des  hommes,  et  le  4*"*  pour  les  enfans  des  n^gocians, 
artisans  et  marchandsy  classc  jusqu'ici  iiijustement 
oubli^e  par  tous  ceux  qui  ont  6crit  sur  I'^ducation. 
Je  suis  bien  f^ch^e  de  ne  pouvoir  vous  envoy er  les 
autres  volumes,  d'autant  mieux  que  vous  y  aui:iek  vu 
un  ^loge  de  la  bienfaisance  et  de  la  g6n^rosit6  des 
Anglois,  qui  naissoit  natureliement  du  r^cit  d'une 
histoire  que  j'ai  vu  arriver  k  Spa,  et  qui  ^toit  v^* 
tablement  bien  int^rcssante.  J'ai  d^jc\  eu  Thonneur 
de  vous  6crire,  Monsieur,  il  y  a  un  an,  et  une  tr^s 
longue  lettre,  dans  laquellc  je  vous  remerdois  de 
la  bont6  que  vous  aviez  cue  de  vous  charger  de 
m'arr6ter  un  logement  a  Londres,  et  je  vous  annon- 
fois  que  le  malheur  des  terns  me  privoitdu  plaisir 
de  voir  un  pais  que  j  ai  toujours  si  ardemment 
d^sir^  connoi tre.  Je  m  en  suis  d^dommag^  en  quel- 
que  sorte  en  faisant  coiinoissanee  avec  une  partie 
des  grands  hommes  qui  ont  illustr6  I'Angleterre. 
Je  sais  enfni  parfaitemcnt  Tanglois,  et  pour  vous  en 
^nner  Tid^e  je  lis  Shakespear  avec  la  plus  grande 
facility  ;  mais  mon  poete  favori  c  est  Milton,  et  je 
Taime  au  point  que  je  sais  une  tr^s  considerable 
partie  de  son  admitable  Paiadis  Peidu,  par  coeur; 
Je  sais  aussi  beaucoup  de  vers  de  Pope ;  je  crois  que 
je  vous  ferois  rire  si  vous  me  les  entendiez  d^clamer, 
cep^idant  les  Anglois  m'entendent,  et  c-est  tout  ce 
qtl^Jjc  veux.  •  J'6tois  mfeme  bien  tent^e^de  vouS 
(terire  en  anglois,  mais  j'ai  pens6  que  vous  me  trou- 
irerSez  trop  de  pr^nipdon,  et  c'est  bien  assess  d'avoir 
celte  ^envoyer  k  Fauteur  dW  des  plus  htmsx 
ouvrages  d'histoire  que  nous  ayons,  un  ouvrage  fait 

pour 
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pour  dea  enfans.   J'en.&is  un  pr6seii£emeiit.  qui 

sans  doutc  est  bicn  au-dessus  de  mes  forces,  mais  il 
e$t  toujours  noble  de  vivre  a  un  but  61ev^,  avoc 
uiie  foible  C8p^Yaiice.d!y.atteindre. .  C*est  lin  oup 
vrage  sur  Thistoire,  dont  les  quatre  premiers  volumes 
paroitront  vers  le  mois  de  Juin  procliaim.  JLe plan€a 
est  si  vaste  qii^  je.n'ose  tous  le  d^tailler ;  quelques 
persotines  que  jW  consult^s  m'ont  encourag6e 
dans  cette  entreprise,  et    puis  me  flatter  du  moius  « 
qu'on  ^prouvera  quelque  surprise  enjsoogeaiut  qu'un 
semblable  travail  est  sorti  des  miuns  d'une  femme 
de  trente  ans.    Adieu,  Monsieur^  pai*doxm€;;s  moi  la 
longueur  de  cette  lettre;  doiinez  moi  de  vos  nou- 
velles,  je  vous  en  conjure.  Je  desire  vivement  savoir 
si  ces  petites  pieces  ne  vous  ont  point  ennuyees^ 
votre  sui&age  seroit  d'un  bien  grand  prix  pour  moi.  ' 
J'ai  le  plaisir  de  voir  jouir  ici  de  tous  les  c6t^s  en 
Soci^t6  et  meme  sur  dcs   theiitres  publics  ces 
dramas  dont  la  seule  morale  fait  tout  le  m^rite ;  on 
les  traduit  m^e  en  italien  k  GSnes,  et  en  allemand 
A  Hambourg  :  mais  j'avoue  que  je  serois  bien  plus 
l^ti^qii'eUes  Ifs  fusse^t  en  anglois,  car  si  je  n'^tois 
|ias  fran^oise,  et  si  apr^  la.France  on  me  donnoit  le 
choix  d  une  patrie,  bien  certainement  je  voudrois 

jtotiiffgi^'^f^  Jeneponnois  que  deux  nations  sur  la 
t^rre,  la  n^ienne'  et  la  vdtre,  pourquoi  fimt-jl  .  u  •  . 
je  ne  veux  pas  m  arr^ter  k  de  si  tristes  reflexions,  , 
jgMH^  mieiLx.esp^rer  qu'une  heureuse.  paix  com? 
^l^e^J^ientdt  tons  les  d^ifs  des  bons  citoyens  deii 
j^ux  nations.  Si  vous  avez  la  bont^  de  donner 
yotre  j^pon^  ^  I'bomme  qui  vous  pof  tcura  ce  paquet, 
^  jfie  le  vpa^^,  surein^nt f  et  si  vous  vmhiz  bien  par 
^  ^  '    ,  la 
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la  suite  m*6crire  par  une  autre  voicil  fiuitaddrtner 

vos  lettres  (i  Madame  la  Comtesse  de  Genlif. 
Gouvervante  de  kurs  Altesses  Sirinissimes  Made* 
maiselks  d'OrUflnt,  au  Cauioent  d^  BeikckMse  i 
Paris.  Je  viens  d'etre  nomm^e  gouvervante  de  ce« 
prince^e^  et  je  m'en&rme  avec  elles  le  26  de  ce 
inois  ponar  douae  ou  quinze  aas.  C'est  un  grand 
sacrifice  k  men  age,  mais  rattachement  rend  tout 
facile,  et  j'ose  croire  que  je  justifierai  une  preuve 
de  confiaiice  qui  m'honore  et  me  touche  ^lenient* 
J'ai  riionneur  d'fetre,  Monsieur,  votrc  tr^s  humble 
et  ti*^  pb^issantfs  Servante,  ' 

DuBRJBST,  Comtesse  de  G£NUS» 

Du  Fttoit  loyftl. 

N*^  CXL. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esquire,  to  Colonel  HolroyDi 

at  Coventry. 

Lpodoo,  JMloodajt  Fctwauy  7tliu  17i0i 

When  the  Attorney  General  informed  me,  of 
the  rapress  he  had  just  se&t  dawn  to  Covseatry,  I 
had  not  the  least  doubt  of  your  embracing  the 
bolder  resolution.  You  are  indeed  obliged  to  him 
ibr  his  real  friendship,  which  he  feds  and  expresses 
warmly ;  on  this  occasion  I  hope  ilf  will  be  success-' 
.  ful,  and  that  in  a  few  days  you  will  find  yourself 
among  us  at  St  Stephen's  in  the  heat  <^  the  batde. 
But  you  know  fhat  I  am  a  dastardly,  pusillanimous 
spirit,  more  inclined  to  fear  than  to  hope,  and  not 
very  e^ger  in  the  pursuit  of  expensive  vanity.  On 
this  vacancy  the  celerity  of  your  motions  may 

probably 
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piobably  prevent  opposition ;  but  at  the  general 

election  your  enemy  the  Corporation  will  not  he 
asleep,  and  I  wish,  if  it  be  not  too  late,  to  warn 
you  against  anyv  promises  or  engagements  wl^ch 
may  terminate  in  a  defeat,  or  at  least  a  contest  of 
(en  thousand  pounds.  Adieu.  I  could  believe 
(without  seeing  it  under  her  paw)  that  my  Lady 
wishes  to  leave  Coventry.  No  news!  foreign  or 
domestic.  I  did  not  forget  to  mention  the  cowi- 
panieSf  but  find  people,  as  I  expected,  torpid. 
Burke  makes  his  motion  Friday ;  but  I  think  the 
rumours  of  a  civil  war  subside  every  day ;  petitions 
are  diought  less  formidable;  and  I  hear  your 
Sussex  protest*  gathen  signatures  in  tbe  country. 

CXU. 

Edwabd  Gibbok,  Esquire^  to  Mt9.  Gibbok; 

Bath. 

Bbab  MAnAM,       Baitinck-ttreel,  Mftrph  lOdi,  17^ 

When  you  awakened  me  with  your  pen,  it  was 
my  intention  to  have  shewn  some  «igns  of  life  by 
the  next  post.  But  so  uncertain  are  all  human  . 
affiurs,  that  I  found  myself  arrested  by  a  mighty 
nnrelendng  tyrant,  called  the  gout;  and  thou^ 
my  feet  were  the  part  on  which  he  chose  to  exef- 
cise  his  cruelty,  he  left  me  neither  strength  nor 
dpirits  to  use  my  hand  in  relating  the  melancholy 
tale.  At  present,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing 
you,  that  the  fever  and  inflammation  have  sui>  , 

*  SttggeiM  and  promoted  by  Colonel  Hokoyd. 

sided: 
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sided :  but  the  absolute  weakness  and  monsttoua 
•swelling  of  my  two  feet  Confine  me  to  niy  chair 
and  flannels;  and  this  confinement  most  unluckily 
happens  at  a  very  nice  and  important  moment  of 
parliamentary  affiiirs.  Colonel  Holroyd  pursues 
•those  affairs  with  eager  and  persevering  zeal;  and 
has  the  pleasuie  of  undertaking  more  business  than 
any  three  men  could  possibly  execute. 

N«  CXLIL 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  Mrs.  Gibbon,  fiath. 

Dbar  Mai>am,  London,  June  Sth,  17S0. 

r 

As  a  Member  of  Parliament,  I  cannot  be  exposed 

to  any  danger,*  since  the  House  of  Commons  has 
adjourned  to  Monday  se'nnight ;  as  an  individual, 
I  do  not  conceive  myself  to  be  obnoxious.  I  am 
not  apt,  without  duty  or  necessity,  to  thrust  myself 
into  a  mob :  and  our  part  of  the  town  is  as  quiet  as 
a  country  village.  So  much  for  personal  safety ; 
.but  I  cannot  give  the  same  assurances  of  public' 
tranquillity :  forty  thousand  Puritans,  such  as  tl^y 
"might  be  in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  have  started  out 
of  their  graves ;  the  tumult  has  been  dreadful^  and 
even  the  remedy  of  military  force  and  martial  law 
is.  unpleasant.  But  government,  with  fifteen  thou^ 
sand  regulars  in  town,  and  every  gentleman  (but 
cme)  on  their  side,  must  extinguish  the  flame.  ^The 
execution'  of  last  night  was  severe;  perhaps  it 

*  Alluding  to  the  disturbances  occasioned  by  Lord  George 
Gordon. 

must 
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tti\ist  repeated  tx)7night :  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
tbie' tumult  wbsidet.  :  Colonel. Hob»yd  was  all-last 

night  in  Hoi  born  among  the  flames,  with  the  Nor- 
thumberland mihtia,  and  peiformed  very  bold  and 
able  service.   I  w^U  write  again  in  a  post  or  two. 
. .         I  am,  dear  Madam,  ever  yours. 

N°  CXUII. 
.  ' .   Tb^  Same  to  the  Same, 

tozA  B  Hadau,  Bcntinck-street,  J  unc  27tb,  1 J  SO. 

I  Bti^XKVE  we  may  now.  rqoice  in  our  common 
s^^dty.  Ail  tumult  hias  peifectly  subsided,  and 
Wly  tl|)9k.of  tli«justi|o€:  which  mi|st  be  properly 
and  severely  inflicted  on  such  flagitious  criminals. 
The  measuies  qi  Goveimnent  have  been  seasonably 
..vigoiQii/);  aod.  qven  of^ition  b^ye  been 
ibrced  to  coi^fess,  that  the  military  power  was  ap- 
pli^  ai^. regulated  with  the  upmost  propriety^ 
Our. danger  is^.at  an  end,  but  our. disgrace  will  be 
lasting,  and  the  month  of  June,  1780,  will  ever  be 
m^'k^^  by  a.^ark  and  diaboiical  fanaticism,  which 
I.  luul-tSiQ>ppf^.  to.  be.  extinct,  -but  which  actually 
subsists  in  preat  Britain,  perhaps  beyond  any  oth^r 
country  ii\  Europe*  Qur  pi^  liameiitaiy  work  draws 
jtq^  eondusioui  ;.Aiid  I.  am  much  more  pleasingly^ 
though  laborioust)r;  engaged  in  revising  and  cor- 
recting for  the  press,  the  continuation  of  my  His- 
tory, two  volumes  of  which  will  certainly  appear 
-  next  winter.  This  business  fixes  me  to  Bentinck* 
street  more  closely  than  any  other  part  of  my  lite- 
rary latbour;  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I 
'Vol.  II.  B  should 
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should  be  in  the  midst  of  all  the  books  which  t 
have  at  any  time  used  during  the  composition. 
But  I  feel  a  strong  desire  (irritated,  like  all  other 
passions^  by  repeated  obstacles)  to  escape  to  Batbt. 

Dear  Madam, 

Most  truly  yours. 

CXLIV. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  Colonel  Holrotd. 

As  your  motions  are  spontaneous,  and  the  sta- 
'  lions  of  the  Lord  Chief  *  unalterably  fixed,  I  can* 
not  pereeive  the  necessity  of  your  sending  or  re- 
ceiving intelligence.  However,  your  commands 
are  obeyed.  You  wish  I  would  write,  as  a  sign  of 
life.  I  am  alive ;  but  as  I  am  immersed  in  tiie 
Decline  and  Fall,  I  shall  only  make  the  sign.  It 
is  made.  You  may  suppose  that  we  are  not  pleased 
with  the  junction  of  the  fleets ;  nor  can  an  ounce 
of  West  India  loss  be  compensated  by  a  pound  of 
East  India  success:  but  the  circuit  will  roU  down 
ail  the  news  and  politics  of  London.  I  rejoice 
to  hear  that  the  Sussex  regiment  of  Dragoons  are 
such  well-disciplined  cannibals;  but  I  want  to 
know  when  the  Chief  cannibal  will  return  to  his 
den.  It  would  suit  mc  better  that  it  should  hap- 
pen soon.  Adieu. 

Lord  Mansfield, 

-  -  - 
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CXLV.       •  : 
Mr.  GiBBOK  to  Mrs.  HoLRoyby  at  SheiSeld-Place. 

.  BeQtiaGdL-§ttBeA,  Aug.  aist,  1780. 

Tm  Colonel  left  town  about  seven  o  clock.  • 
Could,  ha  have  held  a  pen  with  each  finger,  and 
esudi  toe,  at  the  Mine  time,  he  iraiild  have  feuad 
employment  for  them  all.  He  therefore  named 
me  his  Secretary  to  signify  to  Sheffield-Place  hia 
health,  doty,  impatience,  &c. 

The  Intrigue  du  Cabinet  shall  not  be  neglected. 
But  the  Intrigue  du  Parlement  is  now  the  univer* 
sal  piuimt  li  will  be  diisolved  to-momniir,  the 
writs  will  be  out  Saturday  night,  and  a  few  days 
will  terminate  the  business.  You  probably  received 
nqr  All/ fiank.  I  have;^MiW  jteBJm  to  beliera 
that  I  shall  never  rise  again,  and  1  submit  to  my 
fate  with  philosophic  composure.  If  any  paicels 
or  letteis  directed  to  me  flhould  arrive  at  Sheffield^ 
ym  will  be  so  good  as  tp  retuan  them  by  the 
coaoh»  Adieu. 

E.  G. 

N°  CXLVL 

Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mrs.  Holroyd,  Sheffield-Place, 
announcing  that  Mr.  Holroyd  was  created  Lord 
Sheffield. 

BentiApk-sti^e^  Nov.  a/tb,  IJSO. 

Mr<  GiBBoir  presents  his  respectflil  compfi* 
meuts  to  Lady  Sheffield,  and  hopes  her  Lady- 
ship is  in  perfect  health,  as  we^  as  t;be  Hon. 
AIis&Holi:oyd»  attd  the  Hon..  Miss  LpvisaH^W 

HS  roydi 
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royd.  Mr.  Gibbon  hits  not  liad  the  honour  of 
•  hearing  from  Lord  Sheffield  since  his  Lordship 
reached  Coventry,  but  supposes  that  the  Elec- 
tion begins  diis  day. 
Be  honest.  How  does  this  lead?  .  Do  ym  not 
feel  some  titillations  of  vanity  ?  Yet  I  will,  do  yqu 
the  justice,  to  believe  that  they- are  as  faint  as.  can 
find  place  in  a  female  (you  will  retort,  or  a  male) 
heart,  on  such  an  auspicious  event.  When  it  is 
revealed  to  the  Hon.  Miss^  I  should,  recoipmmd 
the  loss  of  some  ounces  of  noble  Uood.  Yon  may 
expect  every  post  a  formal  notification,  which  I 
shall,  instantiy  dispatdi.  The.  birds,  a&  well  as  I 
now  recollect  their  taste^  wcce  excdlent*  I  hope 
the  Voyages  still  amuse.  I  had  almost  Ibrgot  to 
say  that  my  seat  in  Parliament  is  deferred.  Stronger, 
and  more  impatient  rivals  havje.  stepped  b^re  me^ 
and  I  can  wait,  with  cheerful  resignation,  till  an-, 
other  opportunity.  I  w  ish,  the  Baron's  >  situation) 
was  as  ptocid  aa  mine.*  No!  jiewSi  ^  We  lire;  very 
dull.  Adieu.  I  shall  go  to  Bath  about  .the  15th; 
of  next  month.  But — silence^. 

N^cbtLVn. 

•  *. .  . 

Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mrs.  GintoN, '  fidvedete,  B^th.* 

.  •         ■■  .  » 

D£A.E  Mada  V,         Dentinck-street,  Feb.  2Atbl  1781. 

As  you  have  probably  received  my  last  letter  of 
thirteen  hunched  pages^t  ^  .^b^^-.'??*  y^:^  concise; 

•  •  ■        * "       *    '  •  f  J  , 

^  Lord  Sheffield  was  at  that  timie  engaged 'in    viblentfy  con* 
ttegrted  election  for  t^cventry. 
t  Secoiid^«i£i  AM  wteaes  W  the  Cteclmq  and  FaH^  • '  - 

:  .  i  read, 


« 
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tead,  judge,  pranxnuice ;  and  bdieve  that  I  siH'y 

cerely  agree  with  my  friend  Julian,  in  esteeming* 
the  praise  of  those  only  who  will  freely  censure 
my  defects.  Next  Tliursday  I  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  world,  for  whose  inconstant  and  malicious 
levity  I  am  coolly  but  firmly  prepared*  Jb^t^cusc^ 
hie  to  Sosah.*  I  see  more  cleiiirly  than  ever,  the  * 
absolute  necessity  of  confining  my  presents  to  my 
.  own  family ;  that^  and  that  only,  is  a  dete^uiined 
Ifaie^  -and  Lord  Sheffield  is  the  first  to  fipprove  hia 
exclusion.  He  has  a  strong  assurance  of  success, 
and  some  hopes  of  a  speedy  decision.  Uow  sud-* 
denly  your  friend  Gmml  Pierson  disappeared  I 
You  thought  him  happy.  What  is  happiness!  My. 
dear  Madam,  ever  youra« 

N»  CXLVIIL 

ft  « 

Madame  Neckeb  it  M.  Gibbon. 

^^•'■■^'^  ■       '       '  ■  "  '  "Paris, 'ce  21  Avril,  1731.  ^ 

\*  C*|:sT  assez  bouder,  Monsieur ;  je  nie  livre  enfiii 
t^tiferement  au  plaisir  de  vous  6crire  et  de  voiis'H^^^ 
felhs  examiner  si  Tauteur  de  ce  bel  ouvrage,  si  le 
^^nie  sublime,  .qui  a  .parcouru  les  anuales  de  I'uni- 
vfers,  et  qui  'semble  n'avoir  extrait  de  toutes  lerf 
contrecs  du  monde  que  les  parfums  Ics  plus  purs, 
afin  de  les  porter  jusqu'k  nos  sens ;  si,  dis-je,  cet 
homme  ^tonna^t,  m^connoit,  comme  toiis  les  au^ 
tres  amants  de  la  gloire,  les  chamies  et  les  devoirs 
de  Tamiti^,  si  son  imagination  vive  et  ardente  est 
UQie  k  un  earact^  iroid  et  paresseux,  si  ses  goAta 

^   •     "  '  Jli*.  H«lfoyjd  of  Bait. 

jR  3  valient 
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TarieAt  Av^ac  les  objets,  et  s'il  ne  prend  U  couletir 

que  des  rayons  qu'il  decompose ;  enfin  si  ses  aiFec- 
tions  sont  pour  lui  comme  ses  livres  qui  I'interres* 
et  1  Wusent  pendant  qu'il  les  lit  et  qui  ferant 
^aee  a  dautres,  bient6tremplac6s  i  leur  tour;  j6 
ne  veux  rien  s^avoir  de  tout  cela,  et  oependant  j6 
fii'^rie  enoofte  quelquefbis,  Qooi !  mtoie  en  aniitiA  1 
Mais  ne  croyez  pas  que  vous  en  soyez  quitte  k  pi6- 
i^tpour  £treabajidonn6  k  votre  indift(6i'eiice..Quoi* 
que  je  soisf  coneentrte  dans  les  objets  d^  tnoa  phw 
tendre  attachement,  la  sensibility  que  j'ai  ref  ue  de 
la  nature  suilit  ad'autres  liens.  Moname  n'existeque 
.   quand  elle  afade  et  ehevehe  enciore  au  debm  dd  son 
centre  de  nouveatix  moyens  d'exister  ;  je  veux  done 
^que  vous  mc   rendiez  les  sentimens  que  vous 
m'avez  promis ;  je  les  ai  compt^s  dans  le  calcul  de 
mon  bonheur,  et,  je  vous  connois,  vous  aurez  de 
I'aifection  pour  moi  quand  vous  me  xeverrez,  et 
voua  ne  seiez  p^^tr6  de  vos  torts  que  quand  vous 
Ji'en  aurez  plus.  Je  vous  rends  grace  d'avoir  rempli 
un  intervalle  iiixmepse  dans  Thistoire  et  d'avoir 
Jett^  sur  le  cahos  ee  pont  qui  lie  le  monde  ancien  au 
monde  moderne.  Vous  avcz  mis  dans  ma  t^te  cinq 
ceos  ans  de  belles  et  d'agr^ables  id^es,  et  pour  moi,. 
dont  la  vie  doucQ  et  r^fl^chie  ressemble  plutdt  k  une 
suite  de  pensees  qu'a  une  suite  de  jouissances,  Ic 
pass^  est  une  sorte  d'existence,  et  c  est  presque 
cinq  Gens  ans  que  voua  avez  ajout^  k  mon  £tre.  Je 
crois,  je  vous  I'avoue,  que  vos  derniei  s  quatre  vo- 
lumes sont  encore  sup^rieurs  au  premier.  Vous  avez 
trait^  avec  beaucoup  de  sagesse  les  vaines  disputes 
duquatri&mesi^cle.  Je  vous  ailu  sans  scandale.  Car 
.  qu'ira- 
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naitreaucunequ'onpuisse  blamcroucraindre?  Vous 
livez  bieli  compt^  dans  ce$  d^u;&  pbapitressur  la  ravis- 
saute  im^e  de  votre  stile,  et  vous  ave2  eu  raison. 
Mali  iyec  quelle  perfection  vous  poss^dez  aussi 
notre  kmgue !  voire  lettre  si  chaimante  par  ks 
pens^es  et  lea  Expressions  est  un  mod^e  pour 
nous ;  et  comment  remettez  vou^  ^n  d  autres  mains 
le^soin  de  vous  traduire.P   Comment  ne  coun^ 
Tou^  ^as  une  carrifere,  que  voils  aurez  ouverte  le 
premier,  et  ou  personne  apr^s  vous  ne  pourra  en- 
trer?  Quel  ^clat  vous  av^z  jett^  surtous  ce$  terns 
obfloures  et  barbares  1  Je'  crois  que  Fage  d'or  e&t  ixk 
moins  favorable  a  votrc  elo(|uence.    De  quelques 
brillantes  couleurs  que  vous  no.us  aye^ip  peint  le  sit^ 
de  Constantinople,  on  voit  que  vous  vous  plaisez 
'  d'a vantage  k  reproduire  les  merveilles  de  Tart  que 
celles  de  la  nature ;  et  les  miiacles  ne .  sont  pas 
nmi  bien  avec  vous  que  les  efforts  mira^^uleux  du 
genie  des  hommes  ;  tant  it  est  vrai  qu'un  auteur  ne 
jcut  s'emp^ber  4!^trje  personnel. 
-inJ'ai  lu  avec  tant  d  mt^^t  les  details  qui  vous 
teuchent,  que  je  crois  pouvoir  hasaider  de  vous 
dire  un  mot  de  moi.  Ma  £lle  est  tort  aimable  sans 
i^iit^Ml^mMiy^^         voit  toujours  avec  la 

mfeme  complaisance,  tt  semble  ne  jouir  de  sa  repur 
tattiQaqUi'autiint  que  j'en  suis  Tinterpr^te;  et  ma  vie 
future '  n'aura  jamais  aucun  rapport  avec  celle 
d'Ath^nais,  II  m'est  doux  cependant  que  mon 
<)aid;»miapi^^$»teLqi^  ^  vous  quand  vou^ 

^terivea^  du^eie  vdus  ^voquer  lesr  demons  pour 
la  faire  paroitre ;  il  faut  bien  qu'il  s'en  rencontre 
-  ^  '  R  4  quelques 
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quelque^  unspartni  toiis  les  g^nies  quiontTevs^ 

leur  intluence  sur  votre  ouvrage.  Mais  parlous  un 
peu  de  la  gravure  qui  m'a  tait  un  si  grand  plai^; 
pourquoi  done  tant  gronder  Toriginal  ?  '  Oh  pour* 
quoi?  L'ingrat  ne  va-t-il  pas  donner  k  M.  Dey- 
verdun  le  terns  qu'il  m'avoit  ptomis?  Vou^  ne  de« 
vet  pas  Tetoumef-  dans  nn  pays  oii  vans  dierehen^ 
en  vain  les  douces  illusions  de  votre  jeunesse.  Je 
laisse  quelquefois  errer  ma  peni^^  sur  ces  lieux 
jadis  si  chers,  et  depuis  qulls  ^le  sont  plus  habitus 
pour  moi,  je  ne  les  vois  que  comme  les  hochets  d^ 
mon  enfance.  Vous  £tes  dans  les  bi^  de  la  gloure^ 
venez  chez  un  peuple  qui  Tadore ;  ou  si  le  tmhB 
'  vous  paroit  moins  favorable,  ne  perdons  pas  de 
Tue  cette  paisible  retraite  oil  nous  devoHS  nous  r6- 
unir,  pour  y  attendre  entfe  T^tude  et  I'amiti^  la 
douce  fin  d'un  assez  beau  jour ;  vivez  dans  votre 
patrie,  ou  vivez  aupr^  de  nous.  Tout  le  monds 
^arle  iei  de  vous.  Monsieur,  avec  d^pit  6u  avec 
^loge  ;  votre  silence  a  fait  vos  torts,  des  que  vous 
parlerez  ils  seront  r^par^s.  J  ai  flatt^  toutes  les  peif 
sondes  k  qui  j'ai  donn6  des  marques  de  vdtrO' sou- 
venir. Lc  chevalier  est  en  Am^rique,  et  ce  n'est^pas 
la  premiere  fois  que  je  vois  mourir  ainsi  mes  amis 
tout  vivans,  soit  par  leur  iaute  isoit  par  celle  des 
circortstances— mais  je  me  tais;  vous  voyez  qu'il  est 
bien  diilicile  de  pardonner  qu^nd  il  est  impossible 
de  se  venger.  . 

M.  Necker  se  joint  k  moi  pour  vous  presenter 
ses  hommages  et  T^temelle  assurance  de  notre  atr 
tacbement  et.de  notr6  admiration,  > 


L^iyui^cd  by  Google 


►  * 

*  ♦ 

CXLIX.  : 

■    Dr.  William  Robertson  to  Air.  Gibbon'. 
DbaKt  Sift»        CoUege  o(  E^inbuigh,  May  Ulb,  178K 

I  AK  ashamed  of  having  deferred  so  long  to 
thank  you  for  the  agreeable  presents  of  your  two 

new  volumes ;  but  just  as  I  had  finished  the  first 
reading  of  them,  I  was  .taken  ill,  and  continued, 
for  two  or  three  wedcs,  nervous,  deaf,  and  languid. 
I  have  now  recovered  as  much  spu  it  as  to  tell  you, 
with  what  perfect  satisfaction  I  have  not  only 
perused,  but  studied,  this  *pait  of  your  work,  t 
knew  enough  of  your  talents  and  industry  to  ex- 
pect a  great  deal,  but  you  have  ^one  far  beyond 
my  expectations.  I  can  reccdiect  no  historical 
work  from  which  I  ever  received  so  much  instruc- 
tion ;  and,  when  I  consider  in  what  a  barren  field 
you  had  to  glean  and  pick  up  materials,  I  am  truly 
astonished  at  the  connected  and  interesting^  story 
you  luuve  formed.  I  like  the  style  of  these  volumes 
better  than  that  of  the  first;  there  is  the  same 
beauty,  richness,  and  perspicuity  of  language,  with 
less  of  thatquaintness,  into  whkhyoUrjadmiration 
of  Tacitus  sometimes  seduced  ydu.  ^  I  am  highly 
pleased  with  the  reign  of  Julian,  I  was  a  little 
afraid  that  you  might  lean  with  some  partiality  to- 
wards him^  but  even  bigots,  I  ^puld  think,  must 
allow," that  you  have  delineated  his  most  singular- 
character  with  a  more  masterly  hand  than  ever 
touched  it  before.  You  set  me  a  reading  his 
works,  with  which  I  was  very  slenderly  acquaint- 
ed; 
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ed;  and  I  am  much  struck  with  the  felicity  where- 
with you  have  described  that  odd  infusion  of  Hea- 
then fanaticism  and  philosophical  coxcombry, 
which  mingled  wilh  the  great  qualities  of  a  hero^ 
and  a  genius.  Your  chapter  concerning  the  pas- 
toral nations  is  admirable;  and,  though  I  hold  my-  . 
self  tobea  tolerably  good  general  hirtorian,  a  great 
part  of  it  was  new  to  me.  As  soon  as  I  have  lei- 
sure, I  purpose  to  trace  you  to  your  sources  of  in- 
formation ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  finding  yauM 
exact  there,  as  I  have  found  you  in  other  passages 
where  I  have  made  a  scrutiny.  It  was  always  my 
idea  that  an  historian  should  feel  himself  a  witness 
giving  evidence  upon  oath.  I  am  glad  to  perceive 
by  your  minute  scrupulosity,  that  your  notions  aie 
the  same.  The  last  chapter  in  your  worii  is  the 
only  one  with  which  I  am  not  entirely  satisfied. 
I  imagine  you  rather  anticipate,  in  describing  the 
jurisprudence  and  institutions  of  the  Franks ;  and 
should  think  that  the  account  of  private  war,  oiv 
deals,  chivalry,  &c.  would  have  come  iii  more  in  . 
its  place  about  tbe_  age  o£  Charlemsigne,  or  fatter: 
but  with  respect  to  this,  and  some  other  petty  cri- 
ticisms, I  will  have  aix  opportunity  of  talking  fully 
to  you  SQO&,  as  I  propose  setting  out  for  London 
on  Monday.  I  hive,  indeed,  many  t1nngi*to'  skj 
to  you ;  and,  as  my  stay  in  London  is  to  be  very 
short,  I  shali  hop6  to  find  your  door  (at  which  I 
will  ht  very  often)  alwayii  open  to  me.  I  cannot 
conclude  "Without  approving  of.  tlie  caution  with 
which  the  mew  volumes  are.  written;  I  bbpe  it  wiM 
extoitpt  you  fixm  tbe  Ufibeial  abuse-  the*  first 

volume 
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vblunie  drew  Upon  you.  I  e^er  am,  yoiirs^  faitb* 

fully  and  affectionately, 

William  Robsbxson. 
CL. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  Lady  Sheffield,  at 

Sheffield-place. 

Bentinck-streeti  Friday  Evening,  10  o'clock,  l^Sl* 

Oh,  oh!  I  have  given  you  the  slip;  saved  thirty 
miles,  by  proceeding  this  day  directly  from  Earthaini 
to  toihi,  and  am  now  cffH^nrtUhly  seated  in  my 
library,  in  my  own  easy  chair,  and  before  my  own 
fire;  a  style  wliich  you  understand,  tliough  it  i$ 
tnintelligible to  your  Lord.  The  town  is  empty; 
but  I  am  surrounded  with  a  thousand  old  acquaint- 
ance of  all  ages  and  cliaracters,  who  are  ready  to 
answer  a  thousand  questions  which  I  am  impatient 
to  ask.  I  shall  not  easily  be  tired  of  their  compa- 
ny»  yet  I  still  remember,  and  will  bonouiably  exe- 
cute, my  promise  of  visiting  you  at  Brighton 
about  the  middle  of  next  month.  I  have  seen 
nobody,  nor  learned  any  thing,  in  fout  hours  of  a 
town  life;  butl  can  inform  you,  that  Lady  ♦  *  ♦  • 
is  now  the  declared  Mistress  of  Prince  Henry  of 
Prussia,  whom  she  encountered  at  Spa;  and  that 
the  Emperor  has  inyited  the  amiable  couple  to  pass 
the  winter  at  Vienna :  fine  encouragement  for  mar* 
ried  women  who  beliave  themselves  properly.  I 
spent  a  very  pleas^t  day  in  the  little  paradiise  of 
Eaithain,  antl  the  her;nit  c;wpressed  a  desire  (no 

vulgar 
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vulgar  compliment)  to  see  and  to  know  Lord  S. 

Adieu.    I  cordially  embrace,  &c. 

CLI. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

* 

.    DsAftSiBy  LambVbuHdingSy  June  30tb». 1781. 

I  HAVE  more  than  once  sought,  without  ha\^ng 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain,  a  proper  opportunity 
of  thanking  you  very  sincerely  for  the  elegant 
compliment  which  you  pay  me,  in  a  work  abound- 
'  ing  in  elegance  of  all  kiiids. 

My  Seven  Arabian  Poets  will  see  the  light  be* 
fore  next  winter,  and  be  proud  to  wait  upon  you 
in  their  English  dress*  Their  wild  productionft 
will,  I  flatter  myself,  be  thought  interesting,  and 
not  venerable  merely  on  account  of  their  antiquity. 

In  the  mean  while,  let  meirequest  you  to  honour 
me  with  accepting  a  copy  of  a  Law  Tract,  wfatcb 
is  not  yet  published :  the  subject  is  so  generally 
important  that  I  make  no  apology  for  sending  you 
«  professional  work;  ' 

You  must  pardon  my  inveterate  hatred  of  C. 
Octavianus,^  basely  sumamed  Augustus.  I  feel 
myself  unable  to  forgive  lihe  death  of  Cicero, 
which,  if  he  did  not  promote,  he  might  have  pre- 
vented. Besides,  even  Mecasnas  knew  the  crudty 
of  his  disposition,  and  ventured  to  reproach  him 
with  it.  In  short,  I  have  not  Christian  charity 
for  him. 

With  r^ard  to  Asiatic  letters,  a  necessary  atten- 
tion to  my  profession  will  compel  me  wholly  and 

eternally 
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eternally  to  abandon  them,  unless  Lord  North  (to 
whom  I  am  already  under  no  small  obligation) 
should  think  me  worthy  to  concur  in  the  improved 
administration  of  justice  in  Bengal,  and  should 
appoint  me  tx>  supply  the  vacancy  6n  the  India 
Bench.  Were  that  appointment  to  take  place 
this  year,  I  should  probably  travel,  for  speed, 
through  part  of  Egypt  and  Arabia,  and  should  be 
able,  in  my  way,  to  procure  many  Eastern  tracts 
of  literature  and  jurisprudence.  I  might  become 
a  good  Mahamedm  lawyer  before  I  reached  Cal^ 
cutta,  and,  in  my  vacations,  should  find  leisure  to 
explain,  in  my  native  language,  wlutever  the 
Arabs,  Persians,  and  Turks,  have  written  on  science, 
history,  and  the  fine  arts.  '       '     ■    >  ' 

My  happiness  by  no  means  depends  on  obtaining 
thi3  appointment,  as  I  am  in  easy  circumstances 
without  my  profession,  and  have  flattering  pro- 
spects in  it;  but  if  the  present  summer  and  tlic 
ensuing  autumn  elapse  without  my  receiving  any  • 
answer,  favourable  or  un&vourable,  I  shall  be  * 
forced  to  consider  that  silence  as  a  polite  refusal, 
and,  having  given  sincere  thanks  for  past  favours, 
shall  entirely  drop  all  thoughts  of  Asia^  and, 
*^  deep  as  ever  plummet  sounded,  shall  diowu  my 
JPmrmft  books.''  If  my  politics  have  ^ven  offence^ 
it  would  be  manly  in  ministers  to  tell  me  so.:  I 
shall  never  be  personally  hostile  to  tliem,  nor  enli^ 
tmder^  |W||r  ibantiers  of  aay  'col(Mir;  but  I  will 
teveP'fliaiign  ihy  opinions  fof  inierest,  though  I 
would  cheerfully  abandon  them  on  conviction.  My 
mson,  such  as  it  is^.OBD,oiay.be  c^ntroUed  bj^  l^t^ 

.\  .  1  ter 
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ter  reason,  to  which  I  m\  ever  open.  As  to  my 
freedom  of  tfayought,  speech,  and  action,  I  »hatt 
ever  say  what  Charles  XII.  wrote  under  the  map  of 
Biga,/^  Dieu  me  la  donnie;  le  diablene  me  Votera 
poiJ^  But  the  &ir  answer  to  this  objection  is> 
that  my  system  is  purely  speculative,  and  has  no 
relation  to  my  seat  on  the  bench  in  India,  where 
I  should  hardly  think  of  instructing  the  Centoos 
in  the  maxims  of  the  Athenians.  I  believe  I  should 
not  have  troubled  you  with  this  letter,  if  I  did 
not  fear  that  your  attendance  in  Parliament  might 
deprive  me  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  at 
the  Club  next  Tuesday ;  and  I  shall  go  to  Oxford 
^  few  days  after.  At  all  times,  and  in  all  places^ 
I  shall  ever  be,  with  undissemUed  regard^  dear 
Sir,  your  much  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

W.  Jones. 

CLIL 

Lord  Uakdwicke  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

Sxa,  Wi^iple,  September  2QM^,  17S1. 

As  I  have  perused  your  History  of  the  Decline, 
&c.  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  instruction,  I  can- 
pot  help  wishing  thai;,  as  health  and  letsuze  pennilv . 
you  would  gratify  your  numeroos  readers,  and  ad« 
niirers,  by  continuing  it,  at  least  till  the  iiTuplion 
of  the^  Aiabs  after  M^diomet.  From  tlut  petioil 
l}ie  History  of  the.  East  is  not  very  mteresting,  andl 
often  disgusting.  I  particularly  wish  to  see  the 
lejgni  of  Juatioy  Justi|ita%  axxl  I  think  Jwtin  tha 

Second, 
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Second,  written  by  so  masterly  a  hand.  Tliere 
are  striking  facts  md  remarkable  characters  in  all 

those  rcii^nis,  which  have  not  yet  met  with  an  able 
and  sagacious  Historia?i.  You  seemed  (as  well  as 
I  recollect)  to  think  the  anecdotes  of  Procopiua 
spurious;  there  are  strailge  anecdotes  in  tliem,  and 
of  a  very  (^iti^rent  cast  from  liis  History.  Can  it 
be  t]:aced  up  when  they  first  came  to  light? 

Excuse  this  short  interruption  from  much  bet- 
ter employments  or  amusements;  and  believe  me, 
Sir,  with  the  greatest  regard,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

Haruwicke. 
Si.  It  has  occurred  to  me,  that  a'map  of  the. 
progress  and  native  seat  of  the  northern  hives 
would  greatly  elucidate  and  explain  that  part  of 
your  History.   It  inay  be  .done  in  a  seoonid  edi* 
tion. 

N°  CLIIL 
Dr.  Robertson  to  Mr,  Gibbon. 

Dj^ar  Si]\^  College  of  Edinburgh,  No?.  6ihf  1781* 

Soow  after  ray  return  I  had  a  long  conversation 

with  our  friend  Mr.  Smith,  in  which  I  stated  to 
him  every  particular  you  mentioned  to  me»  with 
respect  to  the  propriety  of  going  on  with  your 
great  work.  I  was  happy  to  find,  that  his  opinion 
coincided  perfectly  with  that  which  I  had  ven<« 
tured  to  give  you.  His  decisions^  you  know,  are 
both  prompt  and  vigorous :  and  he  would  not  allow 
that  you  ought  to  hesitate  a  moment  in  your  choice. 

-  H9 
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He  promised  to  write  his  sentiments  to  you  veiy 
fully.  But  as  he  may  have  neglected  to  do  this^- 
for  it  is  not  willingly  he  puts  pen  to  paper,  I 
thought  it  might  be  agreeable  to  you  to  know  hid 
opinion,  though  I  imagine  you  could  hardly  enter-'* 
tain  any  doubt  concerning  it.  I  hope  you  have 
brought  such  a  stock  of  health  and  spirits  from 
Brighthelmstone,  that  you  are  set  seriously  at  your, 
desk,  and  that  in  two  winters  or  so,  you  will  dis- 
play the  crescent  of  Mahomet  on  the  dome  of  St. 
Sophia.  I  met  t'other  day^  in  a  work  addressed  t^^ 
yourself,  a  sensible  passage  from  F.  Paul,  which 
perfectly  removes  one  of  your  chief  difficulties,  as 
to  the  barrenness  of  some  parts  of  your  period. 
Hay  ley's  Essay  on  Hfatory,  p.  133.  By  the  bye, 
who  is  this  Mr.  Hayley  ?  His  poetry  has  more 
merit  than  that  of  most  of  his  contemporaries ;  but 
his  Whiggism  is  so  bigotted,  and  his  Christianity 
so  fierce,  that  he  almost  disgusts  one  with  two  very 
good  things.       ^  . 

I  have  got  quite  well  long  ago,  and  am  perfectly 
free  from  deafness ;  but  I  cannot  yet  place  myself  in 
any  class  but  that  of  the  tnulta  et  praclara  mmanies. 
8e  90  kind  as  to  remember  me  to  Lord  Loughbo- 
rough and  Mr.  Craufurd,  and  believe  me  to  be; 
with  most  sincere  respect  and  attachmeiity  .  yours 
very.  ftithfuUy,  » 

William  Robertson.  .* 

•  u  "  >  ;••.>/  ♦•'..I.  ■ 
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•        CUV.  . 
£dwaiii>  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  J/r^.  Gibbon,  Bath. 

Dear  Madam,  Brightlielmstone,  Nov.  2d)  1781* 

I  RETVRNBB  to  this  place  with  Lord  and  Lady . 
Sheffield,  with  the  design  of  passing  two  or  three 
weeks  in  a  situation  which  had  so  higlily  delighted 
me.  But  how  vain  are  all  sublunary  hopes!  I  had 
forgot  that  there  is  some  difference  between  the 
sunshine  of  August  and  the  cold  fogs  (though  we 
have  uncommon  good  weather)  of  November,  In^ 
8teadt>f  my  beautiful  sea-shore,  I  am  confined  to  a 
dark  lodging  in  the  middle  of  the  town;  for  the 
place  is  still  full,  and  pur  time  is  now  spent  in  the 
dull  imitation  of  a  London  life.  To  complete  my 
misfortunes,  Lord  Sheffield  was  liastily.  ordered  to 
.Canterbury  and  Deal,  to  suppress  somie  disturb- 
ances, and  I  was  left  almost  alone  with  my  Lady, 
m  the  servile  state  of  a  married  man.  But  ^le,  x^r 
.turns  to-day,  and  I  h<^  to  .be  seated  in  my  own 
library  by  the  middle  of  next  week.  However, 
you  will  npt  be  soriy  to  hear  that  I  have  refreshed 
myself  by  a  very-  idle  summer,,  and  indeed  a  much 
idler  and  more  pleasant  winter  than  the  House  of 
Commons  will  ever  allow  nie  to  ^enjoy  again. 
I  had  almost  forgot  Mn,  {iayley;  u^ogratefully 
enough,  since  I  really  passed  a  very  simple,  biit 
enteitaining  day  with.  him.  His  place,  though 
smalli  is  elegant  as  hils  mind,  which  I  value  much 
more  highly.  Mrs.  ♦  f  *  *  wrote  a  melancholy 
story  of  an  American  mother,  ^  friend  of  her 

VOL.  II.  8  friend, 
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friend,  who  in  a  short  time  had  lost  three  sons ; 
one  killed  by  the  savages,  one  run  mad  from 
the  fright  at  that  accident,  and  the  third  taken  at 
sea,  now  in  England,  a  prisoner  in  Forton  hospi- 
tal. For  him  something  might  peihaps  be  done. 
Your  humanity  will  prompt  you  to  obtain  from 
Mrs.  *  *  •  *  a  more  accurate  account  of  names, 
dates^  and  circumstances ;  but  you  will  prudently 
suppress  jny  request,  lest  I  should  raise  hopes 
which  it  may  not  be  in  my  power  to  gratify.  Lady 
Sheffield  begs  to  send  her  kindest  compliments  to 
you.   I  am,  dear  Madam,  ever  yours. 

CLV. 

£j>WA&D  GiBJBON,  £sg.  to  Mrs.  Gibbon,  Bath* 

DxAE  Mapam*  July  3d,  1782. 

I  hope  you  have  not  had  a  momenfisi  uneasiness 

about  the  delay  of  my  Midsummer  letter.  What- 
ever may  happen,  you  may  rest  fully  secure,  that 
the  materialsofit  shall  always  bej^Mfntf.  But  on  this 
occasion  I  have  missed  four  or  five  posts;  post- 
poning, as  usual,  from  morning  to  the  evening  belli 
which  now  rings,  till  it  has  occurred  to  me,  that 
it  might  not  be  amiss  to  inclose  the  two  essential 
lines,  if  I  only  added  that  the  influenza  has  been 
jknown  to  me  only  by  the  report  of  others.  Lend 
Rockingham  is  at  last  dead ;  a  good  man,  whatever 
be  might  be  a  minister :  his  successor  is  not  yet 
•named,  and  divisioiis  in  the  Calnnet  are  suspected. 
If  Lord  Shelbume  should  be  the  man,  as  I  think 
he  will,  the  friends  of  his  predecessor  wiU  quarrd 

with 
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with  him  before  Christmas.  At  all  events,  I  fore- 
see much  tumult  and  strong  opposition,  from  which 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  extricate  myself,  by  quit- 
ting the  House  of  Commons  with  honour.  What- 
ever you  may  hear,  I  believe  there  is  not  the  least 
intention  of  dissolving  Parliament,  which  would 
indeed  be  a  rash  and  dangerous  measure.  I  hope 
you  Hke  Mr.  Hayley's  poem;  he  rises  with  his  sub- 
ject, and  since  Pope's  death,  I  am  satisfied  that 
England  has  not  seen  so  happy  a  mixture  of  strong 
sense  and  flowing  numbers.  Are  you  not  delighted 
with  his  address  to  his  mother  ?  I  understand  that 
she  was  in  plain  prose  every  thing  that  he  speaks  her 
in  verse.  This  summer  I  shall  stay  in  town,  and 
work  at  my  trade,  till  I  make  some  holidays  for 
my  Bath  excursion.  Lady  Sheffield  is  at  Brighton, 
and  he  is  under  tents,  like  the  wild  Arabs ;  so  that 
my  country-house  is  shut  up.  I  am,  dear  Madam, 
ever  yours. 

CLVI. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Est],  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Loi'd  Sheffield,  Camp,  Coxhcath. 

Bentinck-street,  1782. 

I  SYMPATHISE  witli  your  fatigues;  yet  Alexan- 
der, Hannibal,  &c.  have  suffered  hardships  almost 
equal  to  yours.  At  such  a  moment  it  is  disagree- 
able (besides  laziness)  to  write,  because  every  hour 
teems  with  a  new  lie.  As  yet,  however,  only 
Charles  has  formally  resigned;  but  Lord  John,* 

^  Lord  John  Cavendish. 

s  2  Burke, 
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Burke,  Keppcl,  Lord  Althorpc,  &c.  certainly  foU 
low ;  your  Lord  Lieutenant^  stays.  In  short,  three 
months  of  prosperity  have  dissolved  a  phakhx, 
w  hich  had  stood  ten  years  adversity.  Next  Tues* 
day,  Fox  will  give  his  reasons,  and  possibly  be  en«  . 
countered  by  Pitt,  the  new  Secretary,  or  Chan<*  ' 
ceIlor,t  at  three-and-twenty.  The  day  will  be  rare 
and  curious,  and,  if  I  were  a  light  dragoon,  I 
would  take  a  gallop  on  purpose  to  Westminster^ 
Adieu.  I  hear  the  bell.  How  could  I  write  be- 
fore I  knew  where  you  dwelt  ? 

CLVIL 

Edward  Gibbon,  Es(/.  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Su£ffi£jLjO,  Camp,  Coxheath. 

September  29th,  1782. 

I  SHOULD  like  to  hear  sometimes,  whether  you. 
survive  the  scenes  of  action  and  danger  in  which  ^ 
diagoon  is  continually  involved.  What  a  dift'e- 
rence  between  the  life  of  a  dragoon  and  that  of  a 
philosopher !  and  I  will  freely  own  that  I  (the  phi- 
losopher) am  much  better  satisfied  with  my  own 
independent  and  tranquil  situation,  in  which  I  haye 
always  something  to  do,  without  ever  being  obliged 
to  do  any  thing.  The  Hampton  Court  villa  has 
answered  my  expectation,  and  proved  no  small  ad* 
dition  to  my  comforts ;  so  that  I  am  resolved  next 
summer  to  hire,  borrow,  or  steal,  either  the  same, 
or  something  of  the  same  kind^  Every  morning  I 
walk  a  mile  or  more  before  breakfast,  rcaul  and  write 

*  The  Duke  of  Richmoad.  f  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer, 

quantum 
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quantum  sufficity  mount  my  chaise  and  visit  in  the 
neighbourhood,  accept  $ome  invitations,  and  escape 
otfaensi  use  the  Lucans  as  my  daily  bread,  dine  plea- 
santly at  home,  or  sociably  abroad,  reserve  for  study 
an  hour  or  two  in  the  evening,  lie  in  town  regularly 
once  a  week,  &c.  &c.  &c*  I  have  announced  to 
Mrs.  Gibbon  my  new  arrangements;  the  certainty 
tliat  October  will  be  fine,  and  my  increasing  doubts 
whether  I  diall  be  able  to  reach  Bath  before  Christ- 
mas. Do  you  intend  (but  how  can  you  intend  any 
thing?)  to  pass  the  wijiiter  under  canvass.'^  Perhaps 
under  the  veil  of  Hampton  Court  I  may  lurk  ten 
days  or  a  fortnight  at  Sheffield,  if  the  enraged  Lacly 
does  not  shut  the  doors  against  me.  The  Warden* 
f>a8sed  through  on  his  way  to  Dover.  He  is  not 
so  fat,  and  more  cheerful  than  ever.  I  had  not 
any  private  conversation  with  him ;  but  he  clearly 
holds  the  balance,  unless  he  lets  it  drop  out  of  his 
hand,  The  Pandaemonium  (as  I  understand)  does 
not  meet  till  the  twenty-sixth  of  November.  Town 
is  more  a  desert  than  I  ever  knew  it,  I  arrived 
yesterday,  dined  at  Sir  Joshua's  with  a  tolerable 
party ;  the  chaise  is  now  at  the  door ;  I  dine  at 
Jlichmond,  lie  at  Hampton,  &c.  AdieUt 

■  C^-VIII,    .  / 

The  Samg  to  the  Same. 

Bentinck-street,  Oetober  14t1i»  17%2. 

Ox  the  approach  of  winter,  my  paper  house  at 
Hampton  becomes  less  comfortable ;  my  visits  to 

*  Lord  NortK 

s  3  ^entinck- 
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Bentinck-street  grow  longer  and  mora  frequent, 

and  the  end  of  next  week  will  restore  me  to  the 
town,  with  a  lively  wish,  however,  to  repeat  the 
same,  or  a  similar  experiment,  next  summer.  I 
admire  the  assurance  with  which  you  propose  a  , 
month's  residence  a  She&eld,  when  you  are^not  . 
sure  of  being  allowed  three  days.-  Here  it  is  cur* 
rently  reported,  that  camps  will  not  separate  till 
Lord  Howe's  return  from  Gibraltar,  and  as  yet  we 
have  no  news  of  his  arrival.  Perhaps  indeed  you 
may  have  more  intimate  correspondence  with  your 
old  friend  Lord  Shelbome,  and  already  know  the 
hour  of  your  deliverance.  I  should  like  to  be  in- 
formed. As  Lady  Sheffield  has  entirely  forgotten 
me,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  forming  a  new  ac* 
quaintance.  I  have  often  thought  of  writing,  but 
it  is  now  too  late  to  re])ent. 

I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  say  or  think  about  our 
parliamentary  state.  A  certain  late  Secretary  of 
Ireland  reckons  the  House  of  Commons  thus: 
Minister  one  hundred  and  forty.  Lord  Norl^  one 
hundred  and  twenty,  Fox  ninety,  the  rest  un- 
known, or  uncertain.  The  second,  by  self  or  agents, 
talks  too  much  of  absence,  neutrality,  moderation* 
I  still  think  he  will  discard  the  game. 

I  am  not  in  such  a  fury  with  tlie  letter  of  Ame- 
rican independence ;  but  I  think  it  seems  ill-timed 
and  useless ;  and  I  am  much  entertained  with  the 
metaphysical  disputes  between  Government  and 
Secession  about  the  meaning  of  it  Lord  Lough- 
bo  rough  will  be  in  town  Sunday  seven-night.  I 
long  to  see  him  and  Co.  1  tliink  he  will  take  a  very 

decided 


decided  part.  If  he  could  throw  aside  his  gown, 
he  would  make  a  noble  leader.  The  East  India 
n^ws  are  excellent.  The  French  gone  to  the  Mau« 
ritius,  Heyder  desirous  of  peace,  the  Nizam  and 
Mahrattas  our  friends,  and  seventy  lacks  of  rupees 
in  the  Bengal  treasuiy,  while  we  were  voting  tb« 
recal  of  Hastings.   AdteiL  Write  aocm. 

N°  CLIX. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  Lord  Sheffield.  ! 

1785. 

I  HAVE  designed  writing  eveiy  post.  The  air 
of  London  is  admirable;  my  complaints  have 

vanished,  and  the  gout  still  respects  me.  LQr4 
^ughborough,  with  whom  I  passed  an  entire  day^ 
IS  very  well  satisfied  with  his  Irish  expedition,  and 
jppund  the  bai  barous  people  very  kind  ^0  liyn.  The 
l^^^e  is  strong,  but  the  volunteers  are  formidable. 
lx)ndon  is  dead,  and  all  intelligence  so  totally  ex- 
tinct, that  the  loss  of  ananny  would  be  a  favourable 
incident.  We  have  not  even  the  advantage  of  ship^ 
"jvrecks,  which  must  soon,  with  the  society  of  you 
fiid  Gerard  Hamilton,  become  the  only  pleasure^ 
of  Brighton.  My  Lady  is  precious,  and  dei^ry^ 
to  shine  in  London,  when  she  regains  her  palace, 
^he  workmen  are  slow,  but  I  hear  that  the  Mi- 
talks  of  hiring  another  house  after  Christ^ 
ig^J   Adieu,  till  Monday  seven-night.         ^ , 

♦  Lord  North,  while  his  house  was  repairing,  inhabited  Lor4 
Shc&eld  s  in  Dowoing-street. 
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N'CLX. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  Zor J  Sheffield. 

January  17th,  1785. 

-  As  I  arrived  about  seven  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
hat,  we  were  some  time  in  town  in  mutual  igno- 
rance. Unlucky  enough ;  yet  our  loss  will  be 
speedily  repaired.  Your  reason  for  not  writing  is 
worthy  of  an  Irish  Baron :  you  thought  Sarah  might 
be  at  Bath,  because  you  directed  letters  to  her  at 
Clifton  near  Bristol ;  where  indeed  I  saw  her  in  a 
delightful  situation,  swept  by  the  winter  winds^ 
and  scorched  by  the  summer  sun.  A  nobler  reav 
son  for  your  silence  would  be  the  care  of  the  public 

fapersp  to  record  youj  steps,  words,  and  actions* 
was  pleased  with  your  Coventry  oration :  a  pane- 
gyric  on  *  ♦  *  *  is  a  subject  entirely  new,  and 
which  no  orator  before  yourself  would  have  dared 
to  undertake.  You  have  acted  with  prudence  and 
dignity  in  casting  away  the  military  yoke.  This 
next  summer  you  will  sit  down  (if  you  can  sit)  in 
the  long  lost  character  of  a  country  gentleman. 

For  my  own  part,  my  late  journey  has  only  con- 
firmed me  in  the  opinion,  that  Number  Seven  in 
BentinckHStreet  is  the  best  house  in  the  world,  I 
find  that  peace  and  war  alternately,  and  daily,  take 
their  turns  of  conversation,  and  this  (Friday)  is  the 
pacific  day.  Next  week  we  shall  probably  hear 
some  questions  on  that  head  Very  strongly  asked, 
and  very  foolishly  answered,  kc.  Give  me  a  line 
'  by  return*  of  post,  and  probably  I  may  visit  Down- 
ing-street  on  Monday  evening :  late,  however,  as 
I  am  engaged  to  dinner  and  cards.  Adieu. 
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[Although  Dr.  Priestley  may  not  be  justified  for 
publishing  the  following  Letters,  yet  as  he  . 
thought  fit  to  print  them  with  a  volume  of  seiv 
mons  soon  after  Mr.  Gibbon  s  death,  it  will  not 
be  improper  to  insert  them  in  this  collection.]  « 

Mr.  Gibbon  io  Dr.  Pai£stl£y. 

SiBy  January  SSd,  I79S« 

As  a  mark  of  your  esteem,  I  should  have  ao 
icepted  with  pleasure  your  History  of  the  Cor* 
niptions  of  Christianity.  You  have  been  careful 
to  inform  me,  that  it  is  intended,  not  as  a  gift,  but 
as  a  challenge,  'and  such  a  challenge  you  must  pei^ 
mit  me  to  decline.  At  the  same  time  you  glory  in 
outstripping  the  zeal  of  the  Mufti  and  the  Lama,  it 
may  be  proper  to  declare^  that  I  should  equally  re» 

.  fuse  the  defiance  of  those  venerable  divines.  Once, 
and  on.ce  only,  the  just  defence  of  my  own  veracity 
provoked  me  to  descend  into  the  amphitheatre; 
but  as  long  as  you  attack  opinions  which  I  have 
never  maintained,  or  maintain  principles  which  I 
have  never  denied,  you  may  safely  exult  in  my 
silence  and  your  own  victory.    The  difference  be- 

'  tween  us,  (on  the  credibility  of  miiacles,)  which 
you  cbuse  to  suppose,  and  wish  tp  argue,  is  a'trite 
and  ancient  topic  of  controversy,  and,  from  the 
•  opinion  which  you  entertain  of  yourself  and  of  me, 
it  does  notappear  probable  that  our  dispute  would  * 
cither  edify  or  enlighten  the  Public. 

That  Public  will -decide  to  whom  the  invidious 
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name  of  Unbeliever  more  justly  belongs ;  to  the 
Historian,  who,  without  interposing  his  own  sen- 
timentS)  has  delivered  a  simple  narrative  of  authenr 
tic  ^cts,  or  to  the  disputant  who  proudly  rejects 
all  natural  proofs  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
overthrows  (by  circumscribing)  the  inspiration  of 
the  evangelbts  and  apostles,  and  condemns  the 
*  religion  of  every  Christian  nation,  as  a  fable  less 
innocent,  but  not  less  absurd,  than  Mahomet's 
journey  to  the  third  Heaven. 

And  now,  Sir,  since  you  assume  a  right  to  deter- 
mine the  objects  of  my  past  and  future  studies^ 
give  me  leave  to  convey  to  your  ear  the  almost 
uTianimous,  and  not  offensive  wish,  of  the  philoso- 
phic world: — that  you  would  confine  your  talents 
and  industry  to  those  sciences  in  which  real  and 
useful  improvements  can  be  made.  Remember  the 
end  pf  your  predecei^r  Servetus,  .not  of  his  life^ 
(the  Calvins  of  our  days  are  restrained  from  tiie 
use  of  the  same  fiery  arguments,)  but,  I  mean,  the 
end  of  his  reputation*  His  theological  writii^ 
are  lost  in  oblivion;  and  if  his  book  on  the  Trinity 
be  still  preserved,  it  is  only  because  it  contains  the 
first  rudiments  of  the  discovery  of  the  circulation 
of  the  bbod. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

N°  CLXIL 

Dr,  Priestley  to  Mr,  Gibbon. 

S^^  .     Bifningham,  Sd  FebniBiy,  1788. 

It  would  have  been  impertinent  in  me,  especi- 
ally considering  the  object  of  my:  Uistary^  to  have 

sent 
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stot  you  a  copy  of  it  as  a  mark  of  my  eiteem  or 

JrUndship.  What  I  meant  was  to  act  the  part  of 
afiur  and  oifmoAotrmnf^  and  I  am  truly  sony  that 
you  decline  the  discussion  I  proposed:  for  though 
•  you  are  of  a  different  opinion,  I  do  not  think  that 
either  of  us  could  be  better  employed;  and,  shoukl 
the  Mufti  and  the  Lama,  whose  challenge,  you  . 
say,  you  would  also  decline,  become  parties  in  the 
buainGMy  I  should  rejoice  the  more,  ido  not  well 
know  what  you  can  mean  by  intimating,  that  I  am 
a  greater  Unbeliever  than  yourself;  that  I  attack 
opinions  whidi  you  never.maintainedy  and  main- 
tain principles  which  you  never  denied.  If  you 
mean  to  assert,  that  you  ^e  a  believer  in  Christi- 
anity,  and  meant  to  recommend  it,  I  must  say, 
that  your  mode  of  writing  has  been  very  ill  adapted 
to  gain  your  purpose.  If  there  be  any  certain 
method  of  discovering  a  man's  real  object^  yours 
has  been  to  discredit  Christianity  in  fact,  while  in 
words  you  represent  yourself  as  a  friend  to  it :  a 
conduct  which  I  scruple  not.  to  call  highly  unwor*  ' 
diy  and  mean ;  an  insult  on  the  common  sense  of 
the  Christian  world ;  as  a  method  of  screening  you 
from  the  notice  of  the  law,  (which  is  as  hostile  to 
me  as  it  is  to  you,)  you  must  know  that  it  could 
avail  you  nothing ;  and,  tliough  riiat  mode  of  writ- 
ingndght  be  deemed  ii^enious  and  witty  in  the 
first  inventor  of  it,  it  has  been  too  often  repeatdH  to 
deserve  tliat  appellation  now. 

According  to  your  own  rule  of  conduct,  this 
charge  ought  to  provoke  you  to  descend  into  the 
ampliitheatre  once  more,  as  much  as  the  accusation 

'  of 
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of  Mr.  Davis :  for  it  is  a  call  upon  you  to  defend^ 
not  your  principles  only,  but  also  your  honour.  For 
what  can  reflect  g^reater  dishonour  onaman,  than 
to  say  one  thing  imd  mean  another  ?  You  have  cer-* 
taioly  been  very  far  from  confining  yourself,  as  you 
pretend,  to  a  simple  narrative  of  authentic  facts^ 
without  interposing  your  own  sentiments.  I  hold 
po  opinions,  obnoxious  as  they  aie,  that  I  am  not 
ready  bodi  lo  tfuinv  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  and 
also  to  defend  with  any  person  of  competent  judg- 
ment and  ability.  Had  I  not  considered  you  in 
this  lights  and  also  as  £aurly  open,  by  the  strain  of 
your  writings,  to  such  a  challenge,  I  ahould  not 
have  called  upon  you  as  I  have  done.  The  Public 
will  form  its  own  judgment  both  of  thai  and  of  your 
iilence  on  the  occasion ;  and  finally  decide  between 
you,  the  humble  Ustorian,  and  me,  the  proud  dis- 

•  As  to  my  reputation^  for  which  you  ire  so  very 
obligingly  concerQed,  give  me  leave  to  observe, 
that,  as  ftr  as  it  is.  an  object  with  any  person^  and 
a  thing  to  be  enjoyed  by  himself,  it- must  depend 
upon  his  particulai'  notions  and  feelings. — Now, 
odd  as  it  will  appear  to  you,  the  esteem  of  a  very 
few  rational  Christian  fiiends  (llibugh  I  know 
that  it  will  ensure  me  the  detestation  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  presoit  nominally  Christian  world  that 
happen  to  hear  me)  gives  me  more  real  satislao- 
tion,  than  the  applause  of  what  you  call  tlie  philor 
sophic  world.  1  admire  Servetus,  by  whose  ex- 
ample you  wish  me  to  take  warning,  more  for  hi^ 
courage  in  dying  for  the  cause  of  importaut  truth, 

than 
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than  I  should  have  done  if,  besides  the  certain  dis- 
cx>very  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  he  bad  made 
any  other  the  most  celebrated  discovery  in  philo* 

sophy. 

However,  I  do  not  see  what  my  philosophical 
friends  (of  whom  I  have  many,  and  whom  I  ditnk 
I  value  as  I  ought)  have  to  do  with  my  metaphy- 
^sical  or  theological  writings.  .  They  may,  if  they 
please,  consider  them  as  my  particular  whims  or 
amusements,  and  accordingly  neglect  them.  They 
have,  in  fact,  interfered  very  little  with  my  appli- 
cation to  philosophy,  since  I  have  had  the  means  of 
doing  it.  I  was  never  more  busy,  or  more  success- 
fully so,  in  my  philosophical  pursuits,  than  during 
the  time  that  I  have  been  employed  about  the 
History  of  the  Corruptions  of  Christianity.  .1  am 
.  at  this  very  time  totus  in  illis,  as  my  friends  know; 
and  as  the  Public  will  know  ui  due  time,  which 
with  me  is  never  long ;  and  if  you  had  thought 
proper  to  enter  into  the  discussion  I  proposed,  it 
would  not  have  made  me  neglect  my  laboratory, 
or  omit  a  single  experiment  that  I  should  other- 
wise have  made.  •  ' 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  servant, 

'J.  PaiESTLEr^ 

N»  CLXIII. 

Mr.  Gi£BON  to  Dr.  Peiestley. 

Sir,  Bentind^-straet,  February  6tli,  1783b 

As  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge  of  the  sentiments 

4>r  intentions  of  another,  I  shall  not  inquire  how 

far 
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far  you  ai'c  mcHiied  to  suffer,  or  inflict,  martyr- 
dom. It  only  becomes  me  to  say,  that  the  style 
and  temper  of  your  laat  letter  have  satisfied  me  of 
the  propriety  of  declining  all  further  correspond- 
ence, whether  public  or  private,  with  such  an  ad- 
versary.  I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant. 

N°  CLXIV. 
Dr.  Priestley  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

» " 

Sm,  Birmingham,  February  lOtfa,  1783. 

I  VEiTKEB  requested  nor  wished  to  have  any 

private  correspondence  with  you.  All  that  my  MS^ 
card  required,  was  a  simple  acknowledgment  of 
the  Kcetpt  of.  the  copy  of  my  work.  You  chose^ 
however,  to  give  me  a  specimen  of  your  temper 
and  feelings ;  and  also,  what  I  thought  to  be  an 
opemng  to  a  further  call  upon  you  .for  a  justifica- 
tion of  yourself  in  public.  Of  this  I  was  willing 
to  take  advantage ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  satisfy 
you,  that  my  philosophical  pursuits,  for  which, 
whether  in  earnest  or  not,  you  were  pleased  to 
express  some  concern,  would  not  be  interrupted 
in  consequence  of  it» 

As  this  correspondence,  from  the  origin  and 
nature  of  it,  cannot  be  deemed  conjidcntial,  I  may, 
especially  if  I  resume  my  observations  on  your 
conduct  as  an  Historian,  give  the  Public  an  op- 
portunity of  judging  of  thepropriety  of  my  answer 
to  your  first  extraordinary  letter,  and  also^te  this 
tmly  enigmatical  one;  to  interpret  which  re- 
quire mjuch  more  sagacity,  than  to  discover  your 

real 
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real  intentioiis  With  respect  to  Chrisldanity,  dunigh 

you  might  think  you  had  carefully  concealed  them 
.  from  all  human  ixispection. 

Wishing  to  hear  from  you  just  as  little  as  you 
please  in  private,  and  just  as  much  as  you  please 
in  publicy  I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant. 

N"  CLXV. 
Mr.  Gibbon  to  Dr.  Priestley. 

Febraary  i2d,  1783.  , 

If  Dr.  Priestley  consults  his  friends,  he  will 
probably  learn,  that  a  single  edpy  of  a  paper,  ad- 
dressed under  a  seal  to  a  single  person,  and  not 
relative  to  any  public  or  oihcial  business,  must 
always  be  considered  as  prieaie  correspondence; 
which  a  man  of  honour  is  not  at  liberty  to  print 
without  the  consent  of  the  writer.  That  consent 
in 'the  present  instance,  Mr.  Gibbon  thinks  proper 
to  with-hold;  and,  as  he  desires  to  escape  all  fur- 
ther altercation,  he  shall  not  trouble  Dr.  Priestley 
or  himself  with  explaining  the  Motives  of  his  re»- 
fusaL  • 

N»  CLXVL 
Dr.  Pbisstlet    Mr.  Gts^oN. 

Binnioghaiii,  25tli  Febmsiy,  1783. 

Dr.  Priestley  is  as  unwilling  to  be  guilty  of  any 
real  impropriety  as  Mr.  Gibbon  can  wish  him  to 
be:  but,  as  the  correspondence  between  them  re- 
lates not  to  any  private,  but  only  to  a  public  matter, 

he 
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he  apprdiexub  that  it  may,  according  to  Mr.  Gib* 
"*  bon's  own  distinction,  at  the  pleasure  of  either 
of  the  parties  be  laid  before  the  public;. who,  in 
&cty  are  interested  to  kuow,  at  lesLst,  the  result  of 
it.  Dr.  Priestley's  conduct  will  always  be  open 
to  animadversion,  that  of  Mr.  Gibbon,,  or  of  any 
other  person.  His  appeal  is  to  men  of  honour^ 
and  even  men  of  the  world ;  and  he  desires  no 
favour. 

Dr.  Priestley  has  sent  a  single  cdpy  of  the  cor« 
respondence  to  a  friend  in  London,  with  leave  to 
shew  it  to  any  other  common  friends,  but  with  a 
prphibition  to  take  any  other  copy:  but  between 
this  and  printing  there  is  no  difference,  except  in 
mode  and  extent.  In  the  eye  of  the  law  and  of 
reason  both  are  equally  publications ;  and  has  Mr^ 
Gibbon  never  thought  himself  at  liberty  to  shew  a 
copy  of  a  letter,  to  a  third  pevson? 

Mr.  Gibbon  may  easily  escape  all  fuither  alter* 
cation  by  discontinuing  this  mutually  disi^reea- 
ble  correspondence!  by  leaving  Dr.  Priestley  to  act* 
as  his  own  discretion  or  indiscretion  may  dictate; 
and  for  this,  himself  only,  and  not  Mn  Gibbon,  is 
responsible* 

CLXVIL 

3fr.  Gibbon  to  Lord  Thurlow. 
IIy  Lord, 

.  Without  presuming  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  public  measures,  which  must  be  secret  iu  order 
to  be  Bncrawfiii,  I  cannot  but  observe  and  coiigra- 
tulate,  with  the  rcist  of  my  countrymen,  the  fair 
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prospect  of  peace,  or  at  least  of  negociation,  which 
seems  to.  be  opening  upon  us. 

I  find  it  g^erally  understood  that  the  principal 
conduct  of  this  important  event  will  be  entrusted 
to  a  minister  whose  eminent  abiUties  have  been 
long  tried  aiid  distingfuished.  liVLt  a  scene  of  busi- 
ness so  various  and  extensive  must  afford  several 
collateral  and  subordinate  lines  of  negociation.  If 
in  any  of  these  I  should  be  thought  qualified  fat 
public  trust,  I  am  ready  to  devote  my  time  and  my 
best  industry  to  the  service  of  my  country,  and 
shall  think  myself  happy  if  I  can  discharge,  in  any 
degree,  my  debt  of  gratitude  to  His  Majesty  s 
Government* 

Your  Lordship's  experience  of  mankind  has  un- 
doubtedly taught  you  to  distrust  and  dislike  osten- 
tatious professions ;  ye.t  I  may  afiirm  with  the  con- 
fidence of  truth  that  if  I  consulted  only  my  pri-' 
vate  interest  and  inclination,  I  should  not  be  lightly 
tempted  to  interrupt  the  tranquillity  and  leisure, 
which  I  now  enjoy,  and  in  which  I  am  never  busy 
and  never  idle. 

The  grateful  recollection  of  your  Lordship's  in-^ 
dulgence  on  a  former  occasion  has  strongly  solicited 
me  to  make  this  offer  of  my  services.  I  should  ' 
deem  it  no  vulgar  honour  if  they  could  ever  de- 
serve the  approbation  of  a  wise  and  intrepid  states- 
man, who,  in  a  divided  countiy,  has  commanded 
the  esteem  and  applause  of  the  most  hostile  parties. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  my  L6rd;  &c'.  *. 

E.  Gibbon.  • 

The  Lord  Chancellor.  :  u..;  - 

VOL.  n.  -T 
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Lord  Thurlow  to  Mr.  GiB«oie.* 

PSAItSllly 

I  s^^lih  certainly  ayaii  mys^f  of  your  pernui^r 
sion  not  to  tender  your  services  to  tbf  Minister) 

but  whenever  an  occasion  sufficiently  considerable 
sl^ali  ofter  to  suggest  ^  nanie  which  possesses  so 
many  titles  to  the  public  <mfidencev .  And  in  that 
strange  and  distant  scene  (of  foreign  politics)  it  is 
almost  the  ouly  suggestion  I  can^make  with  perr 
feet  confidence. ' 
\  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JUURLOW* 

*       CLXIX..  . . 
M.  Gibbon  d  M,  Deyverdun,  k  Lausanne. 

■ 

A  Londres,  ce  20  Mai^  1783. 

Que  j  aime  la  douce  et  parfaitc  cotiiiance  de  ao& 
sentimens  r^ciproques!  Nous  nous  aimons  dans 
r^Ioignement  et  le  silence,  et  il  nous  sufBt  h,  Tun 
^t  a  Tautre,  de  savoir  de  terns  en  tem§  des  uo*x% 
velles  de  la  sant6  et  du  bonheur  de  sop,  mu« 
Aujourd^hui  jVi  besoin  de  vous  icrire ;  icommmice 
s^ms  excuses  et  sans  reproches,  comme  si  j^)»HS» 
iUipns  repT^ndre  la  convereation  famili^r^  4m  JP^ 
pr^Qj^dent.-  §i  je  proposois  de  faire  un  compte 
rendu  de  mes  Etudes,  de  mes  jQCcupations,  de  niies 
plai9ur8,  de  mes  nouvelles  liaisons,  de  ma  politique 
toujours  muette,  maia  un  pen  plus  lapprocli^e  des 
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graiicU  6v^nemensy  je  multiplierois  itles  in  quarto^ 
et  je  Be  sais  pais  encor^  votiic  avis  sur  ceuJc  que 
vous  ai  d^j^l  envoy^s.    Dans  cette  liistoire  moderne, 
11  seroit  touiours  question  de  la  decadence  de$ 
empi«,;  et  iulantV^'en  puis  juger  sur  mes 
reminiscences  et  sur  le  rapport  de  1  ami  Bugnon, 
vous  ainiez  aussi  peu  la  puissance  de  TAngleterre 
que  celle  des  Romailis.'  Notit  chute,  cependant, 
a  6te  plus  douce.    Aprfes  une  guerre  sans  succ^s, 
et  une  paix  asse^  peu  glorieuse,  il  nous  restc  de 
qiibi  vivre  c6ntetis  et  heiireuk;  et  lorsque  je  me 
Stiis  d^pouilie  du  role  de  Membre  du  Parlement, 
pour  redevenir  homme,  philosophe,  et  historien^ 
hbiift  pourriohs  bien  noiis  ttouver  d'accoi'd  sur  la 
plupart  des  sc^fies  ^tonnantes  qui  viennent  de  se 
passer  devant  nos  yeux,  et  qui  fournirout  une  riche 
itA^hrt  aux  plus  habiles  de  meS  Sucb^ssfeUrs. 
'^'tiomons  nous  a  cette  heure  i\  un  olyet  nioins 
iilustre  sans  doute^  mais  plus  int^ressaiit  pour  tous 
fcs^^^ic^  et  c'est  beaucotip  que  le  inline  bbjet 
puisse  int^resser  deux  niortcls  qui  ne  se  sont  pas 
Vfts,  qui  k  peine  se  sont  {ciitdepuis — oui^  mafoi — 
depuis  httit  ans.   Ma  pluifie,  ir^s  paresseiise  aii 
commencement,  ou  plut6t  avant  Ic  commence- 
ment, raarche  ass^z  vite,  lorsqu'elle  s'est  une  fois 
Ihidc  en  train ;  mals  un^  raidoh  qui  m'^mptelieioii; 
de  lui  dcmner  carri^re,  c  est  Tesp^rance  de  piouvoir 
bientdt  me  seiTir  avcg  vous  d'un  instrument  encore 
plui^  d6i£(iit^,  la  langiid    Ciue  riioinme,  rhbmme 
aTi2:lois,  rhomtne  Gibbon,  est  un  sot  animal!  Je 

fespfer^,  4^  %i|^||p|r^      P^**^?  "^^^^  ^^^^ 
li,  je  le  v^x^^i^re  moins  si  j'ex6cutei:ai  cette 
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volont^.   Voici  mon  histoire,  autant  qu'elle  pourra 

vous  ^clairer,  qu'ellc  pourra  m'^clairer  moi-m^mc^ 
8ur  mes  v^ritabies  intentions,  qui  me  paroissent 
tr^'obscure8>  et  txhs  Equivoques;  et  vous  aurez  la 
bont6  (le  m^apprendre  quelle  sera  ma  conduite 
•  future..  II  vous  souvienti  Seigneur,  que  mon  grand* 
fhre  a  fait  sa  fortune,  que  mon  pire  I'a  mang6e 
avec  un  peu  trop  d'appEtit,  et  que  je  jouis  actuelle- 
ment  du  fruit,  ou  plutot  du  reste  de  leurs  travaux. 
Vous  n'avez  pas  oubliE  que  je  suis  entr^  au  Parle- 
ment  sans  patriotisme,  sans  ambition,  et  que  toutes 
mes  vues  se  bornoient  a  la  place  com.mode  et  hon- 
]i6te  d'un  Lard  of  Trade.  Cette  place,-  je  I'ai 
obtenue  enfin ;  je  Tai  poss^d^e  trois  aiis,  depuis 
1779  jusqu'  ^  1782|  et  le  produit^t,  qui  se  mon- 
toit  k  sept  cens  cinquante  livres  sterling,  augmen- 
toit  mon  revenu  au  niveau  <le  mes  besoins  et  de 
mes  d^sirs.  Mais  au  printems  de  Tann^e  pr^cE- 
dente,  Torage  agrond£  sur  nos  t£tes :  Milord  North 
a  6t6  renvers6,  votre  sei^iteur  chass6,  et  le  Board 
m^me,  dont  j'^tois  membre,  aboli  et  cassE  pour  tou- 
jours,  par  la  rtformation  de  M.  Burke,  avec  beau- 
coup  d'autres  places  de  TEtat,  et  de  la  maison  du 
Roi.  Pour  mon  malheur,  je  suis  toujours  rest6 
Membre  de  la  Chambre  basse:  la  fin  du  dernier 
Parlement  (en  1780)  M»  Eliot  k  retir6  sa  nomina- 
tion ;  mais  la  faveur  de  Milord  North  a  facility  ma 
rditr^,  et  la  reoonnoissance  m'imposoit  le  devoir 
de  fmire  valoir,  pour  son  service,  les  droits  que  je 
tenois  en  partie  de  lui.  Cet  hyver  nous  avons 
cpmbatttt  sous^les  ^tendanls  r^unis  (vous  saves 
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BOtre  histoire)  de  Milord  North  et  de  M.  Fox; 

nous  avons  triomph^  de  Milord  Shelburne  et 
de  la  paix.  Avec  beaucoup  d'esprit,  ct  des  qua- 
lit^  trfes  respectables.  Milord  North  n'a  plus  ni  le 
titre,  ni  le  credit  de  premier  ministre ;  des  collfegues 
plus  actifslui  enl^vent  les  morceauxles  plus  friands, 
qui  sont  aussitdt  d^vor^  par  la  voracit6  de  leurs 
creatures ;  nos  malheurs  et  nos  r^fonnes  out 
diminu^  le  nombre  des  graces ;  par  orgueil  ou  par 
paresse,  je  soUicite  aussi  mal,  et  si  je  parviens  enfin, 
cc  sera  peut-^tre  k  la  vcille  d'unc  nouvelle  revolu- 
tion, qui  me  fera  perdre  dans  un  instant,  ce  qui 
m'aura  coikt^  tant  de  soins  et  de  recherches.  Si  je 
ne  consultois  que  mon  coeur  et  ma  raison,  je  rom- 
perois  sur  le  champ  cette  indigue  chaiue  de  la 
d^endance;  je  quitterois  le  Parlement,  Londres, 
VAnglcteiTe;  je  chercherois  sous  un  ciel  plus  doux, 
dans  un  pays  plus  tranquille,  le  repos,  la  libert<'% 
Faisance,  et  une  soci^  ^lair^e,  et  aimable.  Je 
coulerois  quelques  ann^es  de  ma  vie  sans  esp6rance, 
et  sans  crainte,  j'acheverois  mon  histoire,  ct  je  ne  , 
rentrerois  dans  ma  patrie  qu'en  homme  Ubre,  riche, 
et  respectable  par  sa  position,  aussi  bien  que  par 
son  caract^re*  Mes  amis,  et  surtout  Milord  Shef<- 
field,  ne  veiUent  pas  me  permettre  d'etre  heureux  • 
suivant  mon  gout  et  mes  lumi^res.  Lcur  prudence 
exige  que  je  fasse  tons  mes  efforts,  pour  obtenir  un 
emploi  tris  s6r  k  la  v£rit^,-qui  me  donneroit  mille 
guin^es  de  rente,  mais  qui  m'enleveroit  cinq  jours 
par  semaine.  Je  me  pr£te  k  leur  z^ie,  et  je  leur  ai 
promis  de  ne  partir  qu'en  automne,  apris  avoir 
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consacr^  Tcte  a  cette  dernierc  tentative.  Le  succ^ 
cependant,  est  tr^s  incert^Oi  et  je  aais  si  1^ 
desire  de  bpnne  foi. 

Si  je  parviens  a  me  voir  exil6,  nion  choix  i^e  sera 
pas  douteux.  X^ausaiine  a  eu  mes  pr^mices ;  elle 
me  sera  toujours  ch^re  par  le  doux  souvenir  dema 
jeujaesse.  Au  Ipout  de  trcntc  ans,  je  me  rappelle 
les  polissons  quisout  aujow^d'hui  juges,  les  pc^tes^ 
filles  de  la  soci6t6  du  Printems,  qui  sont  devenues^ 
graiid-m^res.  Votre  pays  est  clxarmant,  et,  malgrd  ' 
*  le  d^odt  de  Jeau  J^ques^  les  mceurs^  et  Tespritde. 
ses  h^bitans,  me  p9.roissent  tr^s  assortis  aux  barda 
du  lac  Lcinan.  Mais  un  tresor  que  je  ne  trouve- 
rois  qu'a  Lausanne,  c'est  uii  ami  qui  me  CQnvient 
£gdlement  par  les  sentimens  ^t  les  id^,  avec  qui 
je  n'ai  jamais  conuu  un  instant  d'ennui,  de  s^che- 
resse,  oy.  de  r^^^rve.  Autrefois  dans  no&  .libres 
^panchemens^  nous  avons  cent  fdis  &it  le  projet  de 
vivre  ensemble,  et  cent  fo,i^  nous  avons  6pluch6 
tous  les  details  du  ipman,  avec  une  cbfdei^-  qui 
nous  6tonnoit  nous  mjfemes.  A  present  il  demeure, 
ou  pi u tot  vous  demeurez,  (car  je  me  lasse  de  ce 
ton  dtudiCy)  dans  une  maison  ch^mante  et  conip 
mode;  je  vois  dici  mpn  appartement,  nos  salles 
communes,  notrc  tabic,  et  nos  promenades;  mais  ce 
mai'iage  ne  vaut  rien^.  s'il  ncconvient  pa&4gale« 
ment  aux  deux.  6poux»  et  je  sens  Combien  4<S8  cir-i 
Constances  locales,  des  gouts  nouvcaux,  de  uou- 
velles  liaisons,  peuvent  s'opposer  aux  desseins,  qui 
Bous'ont  paru  les.  plus  agr^bles  dans  le  kuntain. 
Pour  fixer  mes  id^cs,  et  pour  nous  6pargner  des 
]:egrets>  ii  taut  me  d^voiie;  avec  la  franchise  dont 
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je  voos  ai  donn6  1  exemple,  le  tableau  extirieur  et 
mtMctur  de  Greorge  Dcyvefdun.   Man  amour  eart* 

trop  d^licat,  pour  supporter  TindifS^rence  et  le^ 
^gards,  et  je  rougirois  d'un  bonlieur  dont  je  serois* 
redefable,  noa  k  rinclinatkm,  mais  k  lar  fid^t6  de' 
mon  ami.  Pour  m'amner  contre  les  inalheurs  pos- 
sibles, h^las!  peut-6tre  trop  vraisemblablesy  j'ai 
essayd  de  me  detacher  de  la*  peiis^e  de  ec  projet 
favori,  et  de  me  repr^senter  k  Lausanne  votre  bon 
voisin,  sans  ^tre  pr^cis^ment  votre  commensal.  Si 
jy  6txm  r^duit,  je  ne  vwdroia  pas  tenir  maiMm, 
antaht  par  raison  d'^conomie,  que  pour  ^vitcr  Ten- 
nui  de  manger  seal  D'un  autre  c6t6,  unc  pension 
ouverte,  fut-elle  mont^e  sur  Tancien  pied  de  celle 
de  Mesery,  ne  conviendroit  plus  h  mon  age,  ni  a 
mon  caractfere.  Passerois-je  ma  vie  au  milieu 
d'une  foule  de  jdunt»  Anglois  ^happ^  du  collhge^ 
moi  qui  aimerois  Lausanne  cent  fois  davantage,  si 
jy  pauvois  fetre  le  seul  de  ma  nation?  II  me  fau- 
drait  done  une  maison  commode  et  riante,  un  ^tat 
au  dessus  de  la  bourgeoisie,  un  mari  iustruit,  une 
&mme  qui  ne  ressembleroit  pas  k  Madame  Pavil- 
UmAr  ranuiance  d'y  6tre  reipu  comme  le  fil» 
unique,  ou  plut6t  comme  le  fr^re  dc  la  ftmille. 
Pour  nous  arranger  sans  g^ne,  je  meublerai  tres 
iioloiiliM^  tin  joli:  appartenient  soi^ia  le  mtme  toit,^ 
od  dans  le  voisinage,  et  puisque  le  manage  le  plus 
foible  laiase  encoie  de  T^tofFe  pour  une  tbrte  pen- 
sion, je  neserois  pas  obi  ig^  de  chicaner  sur  les  con- 
ditions p^cuuiaires.  Si  je  nie  vois  (l<^clui  de  cette 
derai^re  esp^xanee,  je  rencHicerois  en  soupirant  k 
Mooiufo  patxne,  pouv  chendier  un  noixvet'  a^ylei 
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non  pas  a  Geneve,  triste  s6jour  du  travail  et  de  la 
discorde,  mais  aux  bords  du  lac  de  Neufchatel, 
parmi  les  bons  Savoyards  de  Chamberry,  ou  sous 
Je  beau  climat  des  Provinces  M^ridionales  de  la 
France.  Je  finis  brusquement,  parceque  j'ai  mille 
choses  a  vous  dire.  Je  pense  que  nous  nous  rah 
scmblons  pour  la  con  espondance.  Pour  le  bavar- 
dage  savant  ou  m6me  amical,  je  suis  de  tous  les 
hommes  le  plus  parosseus:,  mais  d^  qu'il  s'agit  d'lin 
objet  r^el,  d*un  service  essentiel,  le  premier  courier 
emporte  toujours  ma  r^ponse.  A  la  iin  d  un  mois, 
je  cbmmencerai  k  compter  les  semaines,  les  jeurs, 
les  heures.  Ne  nie  les  faites  pas  compter  trop  long 
tems*  Vale, 

N°  CLXX. 

M,  Devverdun  d  M,  Gibson.  . 

Strasbburg,  le  10  Jtiin,  1793. 

Je  ne  saurois  vous  exprimer,  Monsieur  et  cher 
ami,  la  vari^t^,  et  la  vivacity,  des  sensations  que 
ma  fait  ^prouver  votre  lettre.  Tout  cela  a  fin! 
par  un  fond  de  plaisir  et  d'esp^rance  qui  resteront 
dans  mon  coeur,  jusqu'^  ce  que  vous  les  en  chasskz. 

Un  rapport  singulier  de  circonstances  contribue 
k  me  faire  esp^rer  que  nous  sommes  destin^  k 
vivre  quelque  tends  agr^Uement  ensemble.  Je 
ne  suis  pas  d6gout6  d'une  ambition  que  je  ne  con- 
nus  jamais;  mais  par  d'autres  circonstanceSi  je  me 
trouve  dans  la  m^me  situation  d'embarras  et  d'in- 
certitude  oii  vous  6tes  aussi  k  cette  ^poque,    II  y 
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fait  plaisir  sans  doute,  mais  en  ce  moment,  elie 
m'en  fait  bien  dwantage;  elle  vient  en  qudquo 
fa^on  k  mon  aecouf^.  ^ 

Depuis  mon  retour  dltalie,  ne  pouvant  me  ^ 
d^nniner  k  vemdiie  ma.  maiaon,  m'eimuyant  d'y 
6tre  Mol  (car  je  suis  comme  vous.  Monsieur,  et  je 
d^teste  de  manger  sans  .compagnie)  ne  voulant  pas 
lauer  ^.des  Strangers,  j'ai  pris  le  parti  de  m'arranger 
Msez  joliment  au  premier  ^tage,  et  de  donner  le 
second  i  une  famille  de  mes  amis,  qui  me  nourrit, 
et  que  je  loge.  Get  anangement  a  paru  pendant 
long  temB  contribuer  au  bonheur  dea  deux  parties. 
Mais  tout  est  transitoire  sur  cette  terre.  Ma 
maison  sera  vuide,  sek>n  toute^parence,  sur  la  fin 
de  r^t^  et  je  me  vois  d'avance  tout  aussi  embasfassd 
et  incertain,  que  je  T^tois  il  y  a  quelques  annees, 
nesacliant  quelle  nouvelie  soQi€t6  choisir,  et  assez 
dispose  k  vendre  enfin  cette  possession  qui  m'a 
caus6  bien  des  plaisirs  et  bien  des  peines.  Ma 
maiflon  est  done  k  votre  disposition  pour  cet 
autoitane,  et  vous  y  arriveriez  comme  un  Dieu 
dans  une  machine  qui  finit  rembroglio.  Voili  quant 
k  moi ;  parloas  de  voui^  maintenant  avec  la.  m6me 
mnc^rit^.  •  •     •  < 

Un  mot  de  pr^ambule.  Quelque  int6ress6  que 
je  sois  k  votre  r^lution,  convainou^  qu'il  fkut 
aimer  ses  amis  pour  eux-mdmes,  sentant  •  d'aiUettrt 
combien  il  seroit  afFreux  pour  moi  de  vous  voir  des 
regretSi  je  vous  donne  ici  ma  pasole  d'honneur, 
que  mon  int^r^t  n'influe  en  rien  sur  ce  que  je  vais 
^crire,  et  que  je  ne  dirai  pas  un  mot  que  je  ne  vous 

dis$e»  si  Tliennite  de  ia  grotte  ^toit  un  autre  que 
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moi.  Vos  amis  anglais  vous  aiment  pour  ewx* 
oi&mes  f  je  ne  veux  moi:  que  v«Ik  bonheur.  Rapr 
pellez-vous,  mon  cher  ami,  que  je  ^ia  s^?ec  pteme 
votre  entree  dans  le  Parlemeiit,  et  je  crois  n'avoir- 
^6 que  trop  bon  pjx^h&te;  je  wia  s4r  que  cetle 
ctrri^re  tous  a  fait  6prou^  plua  de  pnvaticm  que 
de  jouissances,  beau  coup  plus  de  peines  que  de 
pkifiirg;  jai  cm  toujoui;s^'4epai!^  que  je  voita  ai 
o^imu,  que  votts  ^taes-deBtm^^  vvfre  paw 
Uk  plaisirs  du  cabinet  et  de  la  soci^te,  que  tout 
autre  naasch^f^toit  uu  ^cart  de  la  route  du  bou- 
heufy  et  que  oe  nMtoit  que  lea  qiialil6a  r^uines 
d'homme  de  letti  es,  et  d'homme  aimable  de  soci6t6^ 
qui  pou/voient  tous  procurer  gloire,  hemiecury  pbi^ 
ms^  4t  une  suite  ooiltimidie  de  jouiBsances.  An 
bout  de  quelques  tours  dans  votre  salle,  vous  sen- 
tirezparfaitementquej'avoiabienvu>et  que  F^v^ne^ 
flwut  a. ' ju6tifi6  mea  iA6e^  '  Lorsque  j'ai  appris  que 
vous  6tiez  Lord  of  Trade,  j'en  ai  6t6  fach^ ;  quand 
j'ai  su  que  voua  aviea  peidu  cette  plaee^  je  m'ea 
i<ihhr^jouis^pdurYo«is;  quavKl  pn-in'a  amtfnofe'que 
Milord  North  ^toit  remonte  sur  sa  bfete,*^  j'ai  cru 
vous  vok  tr^s  jnal  k  rotre  aiaei  ea*  cvoupctdeiri^re 
lui,  et  je  m'en  suis  afflig^  pour  vous.  Jeamdeise 
eharm^,  mon  cher  ami,  de  vous  savoir  a  pied^  et  je 
Vows  laot^eiUe  tris  ^c^einent  de  raster  dans^cette 
{mitioti/  et  bieii  lorn  de  selliciter  fa  place*  en  quesM- 
tion,  de  la  reftiser,  si  elle  vous  ^toit  otferte.  Mille 
guiu^  vous  d^omms^geronteUea  de  oinq  Joura 

*  ♦  Alluding  to  Lord  North's  having  become  a  part  of  adminis^ 
Itoilibib'    iacceptiDg  tfa^  offica  of  SoaretA^y  of  Stata* 
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pris  de  la  semaiue  ?  Je  suppose,  ce  que  cependant 
j'ai  peine  ^  eroire,  que  vo.U3  nie  disiez  que  Qui: 
la  vari^t^  llncomstanee  cootioMeU^  de  votiQ 
minist^re,  vous  promettent-elles  (Fcii  jouir  long 
terns  constamment^  et  ne^t-il  .pas  plus  d^tsagr^hle^ 
mon  cher  Monsieur,  de  n*avoir  plus  1000  UvfCA 
steil.  de  rente,  qu'il  na  iti  agreable  den  jouir? 
D  ailleura  ne.  po.uriez-vous  pas  toujours  reutrer 
dans  la  cani^e^  si  I'wibhioii  ou  Tenvie  de  spirit  It 
patrie,  vous  reprennent;  ne  rentrerez-vouspasavec 
plus  dlioimeur,  lojRsque  vos  rentes  etant  augmeiir* 
naturellemiemty  vous  seiez  libre  et  ixMUqp^dant? 

Eufaisant  cette  retraite  en  Suisse,  outre  la  beaut6 
du  pay^»  et  ies  agr^mens  de  la^soci^t^,  vous  a<;quev 
rerez  deux  hiens  que  vous  avea  perdus^  la  liberty  €* 
hrichesse.  Vous  ne  serez  dailleurs  point  inutile; 
vos  ouvrages  eoutiuuexout  nous  ^clairer,  et  iud;^ 
pendamment  de  vos  talens,  rhoninite  Imnim^  \» 
galant  homme,  n'est  jamais  inutile. 

II  me  reste  4  vous  presenter  Ic  tableau  que.  voua 
tiouverie?.  Vous  aimifsi^manmison  #t  iriQO jaidijBU 
c'est  bien  autre  chose  ^  present.  Au  premier  ^tage 
qui  donue  sur  la  desce^te  d  Ouehy,  je  metsuift  ar- 
range ua  a|»partement.  qui  me  suffit,  j'ai  we  ^Swoh 
bre  de  domestique,  deux  sallons,  et  deux  cabinets. 
J'ai  au  pleiu  pied  de  la  terrasse,  deux  autX€»s.S(iUou^ 
dont  Tun  sert  en  ^t4d^  salte  k  manger,  oti'ratm 
de  SiE^lon  de  compagnie.  J'ai  fait  un  nou\  cl  appar- 
tement  de  trois  pieces  dans  le  vuide  entre  la  mai^n 
et  la  remise,  en  sorte  que  j'ai  k  vous  offrir  tott  le 
grand  appartement,  qui  consiste  actuellement  en 
Quze  pi^cciSi  t^nt  graodes  que  pqtiteS|  tourn^  au 
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Levant  et  au  Midi,  meubl^es  sans  magnificence 
d^plac^  mais  avec  une  sorte  d'61^gaiice  dont. 
j'espfere  que  vous  seriez  satisfkit.  -La  terrasse'a  pcu 
chsmg^;  mais  elle  est  termin^e  par  un  grand 
cabinet  inieiix|>roportiomi6  que  le  pr^6dent,ganue 
tout  du  long,  de  caisses  d'orangers,  &c.  La  treille, 
qui  ne  vous  est  pas  indiff^rente,  a  embelli,  prosp6r6, 
et  xigat  piesqii'entiferement  jusqu'au  bout;  par- 
venu k  ce  botit,  vous  trouverez  un  petit  chemin 
qui  vous  conduirait  une  chaumi^re  plac^e  dans  un 
cuin;  et  de  oe  com,  ea  suivant  1^  long  d*une  autre 
foute  iTanglaise,  le  mur  d'un  manage.  Vous 
trouverez  au  bout,  un  chalet  avec  ^curie,  vacherie, 
petite  porte,  petit  cabinet,  petite  biblioth^ue,  et 
ime  galerie  de  boh  Aori,  d'dft  Ton  voit  t<mt  ce  qui 
sort  et  entre  en  viile  par  la  porte  du  Ch^ne,  et  tout 
ce  qui  'se  passe  dans  ce  Faubourg.  J'ai  acquis  la 
vigne  au-dessous  du  jardin ;  j'en  ai  arrach6  tout  ce 
qui  6toit  devant  la  maisou ;  j'en  ai  fait  un  tapis  vert 
arros^-  par  I'eau  du  jet  d'eau ;  et  j'ai  fait  tout  au  tour 
de  ce  petit  parc^  une  promenade  tr^  vari^e  par 
les  diff^rens  points  de  vue  et  les  objets  mfime  int6- 
rieuiB,  tsntdt  jardin  potager,  tantot  parterre,  tant6t 
vigne,  tasitAt  'pr^s,  puis  chAlet,  chaumiire,  petite 
montag^e ;  bref,  les  Strangers  vienncnt  le  voir  et 
radmirent,  et  malgr^  la  description  pompeuse  que 
je  vous  eniais,  vbus  en  serez  content. 

N.  B.  J'ai  plants  une  quantity  d  excellens  arbres 
inutiers.         '  ^ 

-  .  .  •  • 

Venons  a  moi ;  vous  comprenez  bien  que  j  ai 
vktUiy  except^  poiu:  la  sensibility ;  jp  suis  k  la 

mode^ 
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mode,  mes  nerfii  sont  attaqu^ ;  je  suis  plus  m^lan* 

colique,  mais  je  n'ai  pas  plus  d'humeur ;  vous  ne 
souffrirez  de  mes  maux  que  tout  au  plus  negative-' 
ment.   Eosmible,  et  s6par6s  par  nos  logemens, 
nous  jouirons  vis-a-vis  Tun  de  Tautre,  de  la  plus 
graude  liberty.    Nous  prendrons  une  gouvemaute 
douce  et  entendue,  plutdt  par;oommodit6  que  par 
n^cessit^ ;  car  jc  me  chargerois  sans  crainte  de  la 
surinteudance.   J'ai  fait  uu  manage  de  quatre, 
pendant  quelque  terns;  j*ai  iait  !e  mien,  et  j'ai  re- 
marqu6  que  cela  marchoit  tout  seul,  quand  c  6toit 
uue  ibis  eu  train,    Les  petites  gens  qui  n  ont  que 
ce  m^rite,  font  grand  bruit  pour  rien*   Mon  jardin 
nous  fournira  avee  abondance  de  bons  fruits  et  d'ex- 
celiens  Legumes.    Pour  le  reste  de  la  table  et  de  la 
di^nse  domestique,  je  ne  demanderois  pas  mieux 
que  de  vous  rece\'oir  chez  moi,  comme  vous  ni  a- 
yez  re(u  chez  vous ;  mais  nos  situations  sont  diff6- 
rentes  k  cet  ^gard ;  cependdit     vous  6tiez  plus^ 
ruin6,  je  vous  I'ofFrirois  sans  doute,  et  jedevrois  le 
faire ;  mais  avec  les  rentes  que  vous  aviez,  quand 
j'6tois  chez  vous,  en  les  supposant  mttae  dimi- 
nu6es,  vous  vivrez  trfes  agr^ablement  a  Lausanne. 
Enfin  k  cet  ^gard  nous  nous  arrangerons,  comme 
il  vous  seta  le  plus  agr^ble,  et  en  proportion  de 
nos  revenus.    Toujours  serez  vous  ainsi,  k  ce  que 
j'esp^re,  plus  d^mment  et  plus  comfortable- 
in^t,  que  vous  ne  seriez  par  tout  ailleurs  au  m^me 

Quant  k  la  soci^t^,  quoique  infiniment  agr6abley 
je  commence  oe  chapitre  par  vous  dire  que  j*^vite* 
rois  de  vous  y  iuviter,  si  vous  6tiez  entierement 

d^sceuvr^ ; 
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d^»<i6uvi'6 ;  les  jours  sent  longs  alors,  et  laissent 

bien  clii  viiide ;  mais  homme  dc  lettres,  comine 
vous  je  lie  conuois  point  de  soci^t^  qui  vous 
convieime  mieux.  Nous  aurons  autour  de  nous  un 
ccTcle,  coiiimc  il  seroit  impossible  d  en  trouverail- 
leui  s  dans  un  aussi  petit  espace.  Madame  de  Cor- 
celleSf  Mademoiselle  Sulens,  et  M.  de  Montolieu, 
(Madame  est  moite,)  Messrs.  Poller  et  leurs  fem- 
mes,  Madame  de  Severy,  et  M.  et  Madame  de 
Nassau,  Mademoiselle  de  Chandieu/ Madtaie  de 
St.  Cierge,  et  M.  avec  leurs  deux  filles  jolies  et 
aimables,  Mesdames  de  Crousaz,  PoUci:,  de  €lmr- 
ttiaresy  kCf  fontun  fonds  de  bonne  compagniedl>M 
on  ne  se  lassc  point,  et  dont  M.  dc  Servan  est  si 
content  qu'il  regrette  toujours  d'etre  obiig^  de  re- 
tourner  dans  ses  terns,  et  ne  respire  que  pour  s  t6tl^ 
blir  tout  a  fait  i\  Lausanne.  II  passa  tout  Thyver 
de  1782  avec  nous,  et  il  fut,  on  ne  paut  plus,  agr6- 
able*  Votts  tixmverez  les  nueurs  chaag^  en  bien,> 
et  plus  confornies  a  nos  ages,  et  a  nos  caract^res ; 
peu  de  giandes  assemblies,  de  grands  repas,  mais 
beaucoiip  de  petits  soupers,  de  petites  ftssetnbl^es, 
dk  Yon  fait  ce  qu'on  veut,  o\X  Ton  cause,  lit,  fee. 
et  dont  on  6carte  avec  soin  les  facheux  de  toute 
esptee^  II  y  a  le  Dimancfae  une  soci^t^,  oft  tout 
ce  qu'il  y  a  d\in  pen  distingu6  en  ^trangferes  et 
Strangers,  est  invito.  Cela  fait  des  assemble  de 
40  k  50  personnes,  oi!t  Ton  voit  ce  qu'^Oil  ne  voit 
gu^res  le  reste  de  la  semaine,  et  ces  especes  de 
rifut  ibnt  quelquefois  plaiujr.  Nous  sommes  ibrt 
d^go&t^s  dies  .6tiangers,  snrtoiit  jetlftds  g^s,. 
et  ugus  les  ^cartons  avec  soin  de  nos  petits  comit6s, 
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k  jQoim  qu'ik  n'ayent  du  m^itei  ou  quelqi4€6  ta<f 
lens.  A  cet  ^ganl  un  de  hos  petits  travers,  c'est 
Fengouenieut ;  iiiais  vous  en  profitere?,  nion  chex 
Monsieur,  comme  Edward  Gibbon,  et  comme 
mon  ami ;  vous  serez  d'abord  Thomme  k  la  mode, 
et  je  yois  dici  que  vous  soutiendieas  fQjFt  bieu  ce 
rdle^  sans  vans  en  f^cher,  diit  on  un  pen  vous  sur« 
faire.  Je  sens  que  tu  me  Jhties,  mats  tu  me  fais 
plaisir  f.^st  peut-^tre  le  meilleur  v^s  de  Destouches. 
Voil^  done  Thy  ver ;  I'^tude .  le  matiui  -quelquies 
conversations,  quand  vous  seres  faligu^^  avec  quel* 
que  homuie  d^  letties^  ou  amateur,  ou  du  moins 
qui  aura  vu-  quelque  chose  ;  a  Theure  qu*U  vous 
plaira  un  dtner,  point  d^  fermier  g6ii6nj,  man 
rhonn^te.  ^picurieu,  avec  uu  ou  d^ux  amis  quaud 
Tous  voudiez ;  puis  quelques  visite3i  une  'soir6ei 
souvent  un  sou  per.  Quant  k  Vit^y  vu  votre  ma* 
niere  d'aimer  la  campagne,  on  diroit  que  ma  remise 
a  ^t^  faite  pour  vous ;  pendant  que  vous  vous  y 
prominerez  em  s6nateur,  je  serai  souvent  en  bon 
paysan  Suisse,  devant  mon  chMet,  ou  dans  nia 
chaumi^e ;  puis  nous  nous  renicontrerons  tout  h 
coup,^  et  tftcherons  denous  reafottre  au  niveau  Tun 
de  Tautre.  Nous  tbi  merous  nos  portes  <\  Tordinaire, 
•except^  aux  ^traogers  qui  passent  ieur  chemin ; 
mais  quand  nous  voudrons,  nous  y  .aurona  tous 
ceux  que  nous  ai melons  a  y  voir;  car  on  ne  de- 
XQjftnd^  pa^  mieux  que.d'y  venir  se  r^ouir.  J'ai  eu, 
uj^  JH^u  jour  d'Avrii  ce  printeiiis,  \xn  d6je6ner,  qui 
m'a  cout^  quelques  Louis,  oil  il  y  avoit  plus  de  40 
p^qnne^,  je  ne  sais  combiea  de  petites  tables,  une 
hwke  musique  au  milieu  dii  verger,  et  une  quan- 
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tit£  de  jeunes  et  jolies  personnes  daiuant  des  bran* 

les,  et  tbrmant  des  chiffres  en  cadence ;  j!ai  vu  bien 
des  ffitesi  j'en  ai  peu  vu  de  plus  jolies.  Quand 
men  pare  vous  ennuyera,  nDus  aurons^  ou  nous 
louerons  ensemble  (et  ce  sera  ainsi  un  plaisir  peu 
cher)  un  cabriolet  l^ger,  avec  deux  chevaux  gen^ 
tilsy  et  nous  irons  visiter  nos  amis  dispers6s  dans' 
les  campagnes,  qui  nous  recevront  k  hnis  ouverts. 
Vous  en  serez  content  de  nos  campagnes;  toujours 
en  proportion  vous  comprenez,  et  vous  trouverez 
en  g^n^ral  un  heureux  changement  pour  les  agr^ 
mens  de  la  soci6t6,  et  une  sorte  de  recherche  sim- 
ple,  mais  ^l^gante.  Les  bergferes  du  Frintcmt  ex- 
cept^ Madame  de  Vanberg,  ne  sont  sans  doute 
plus  pr^sentables,  mais  il  y  en  a  d  autres  assez  gen** 
tilles,  et  quoiqu'elles  ne  soyent  pas  en  bien  grand- 
nombre,  il  y  en  aura  toujours  assez  pour  vous,  mon 
cher  Monsieur.  Peu  a  peu  mon  imagination  ma 
eniport^  et  mon  style  s'^gaye,  OMnnve  cela  nous 
anivoit  quelquefois  dans,  nos  chftteaux  en  Espagne. 
II  est  bien  tems  de  finir  cet  article,  resumons  nous 
plus  s^rieusement.  ^ 

Si  vDus  ex£cutez  le  pltan  que  vous  avez  itaaginif 
j'aimerois  m^me  k  dire  que  vous  embrassez,  surtout 
d'apr^  ce  que  vous  marquez  vous  m^me,  Sije  nc 
cmuultaii  que  mon  cmur  ei  ma  rauon^  je  rmtperoh 
sur  le  champ  cette  indigne  chaine,  &c.  Eh!  que 
voulez-vous  consulter,  si  ce  n'est  votre  coem*  et  VO' 
tre  raison?  Si,  dis-je,  vous  ex^utez  ce  plan,  vous 
retrouverez  une  liberty  et  une  ind^pendance,  que 
vous  nauriez  jamais.  dCl  perdre,  et  dont  vous  m£- 
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ritez  de  jouir,  une  aisance  qui  ne  voiis  cofitera 
qu'un  voyage  de  quelques  jours,  une  tranquillity 
que  vous  ne  pouvez  avoir  k  Londres,  et  enfin  un 
ami  qui  n'a  peut-^tre  pas  h6  uii  jour  sans  penser  k 
vous,  et  qui  malgr^  ses  d^fauts,  ses  foiblesses  et. 
son  inferiority,  est  encore  un  des  compagnons  qui 
vous  convient  le  mieux. 

II  me  reste  k  vous  apprendrc  pourquoi  je  vous 
r^ponds  si  tard :  vous  savez  d€jk  actuellement  que 
ce  n'est  pas  mtoque  d'amiti6  et  de  zhle  pour  la 
chose ;  mais  votre  lettre  m'a  6t6  renvoy^e  de  Lau- 
sanne iciy  a  Strasbourg,  et  je  n'ai  pass6  quWe 
poste  sans  y  r^pondre,  ce  qui  n*est  pas  trop,  vous 
Favouerez,  pour  un  pareil  bavardage.  Je  suis  parti 
de  Lausanne  la  veille  de  P&qnes  pour  venir  v6ir' 
un  M.  Bourcard  de  Basle,  fort  de  mes  amis ;  il  est 
ici  aupr^s  du  Comte  de  CagUostro,  pour  profiler 
de  tses  lem^es.  Vous  aurez  entendu  parler  pent- 
£tre  de  cet  homme  extraordinaire  k  tons  ^gards. 
Comme  j  ai  6t6  assez  malade  tout  i'hyver,  je  profite 
iRUSsi  Jt^  ses  rem^es ;  mais  comme  le  terns  du  s6* 
jour  du  Comte  ici  n'est  rien  moins  que  sAr,  le 
mieux  sera  que  vous  m'ecriviez  d  M.  D,  chez 
Bourcard  4u  Kirshgarien^  i  Bask. 

Vous  comprenez  combien  k  tous  ^gards,  il  est 
n^cessaire  m'^crire  sans  perte  de  terns,  d^s  que 
vous  aurez  pris  une  resolution.   Adieu,  mon  cher 
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Je  rccois  votre  lettre  du  10  Juin,  leSl  de  ce 
mois.  Aujourd'hui  Maidi  24,  je  mets  la  main  k  la 
plume  (comme  cUt  M .  Fi^ron)  pou^  y  r^xmdre^ 
quoique  ma  missive  ne  puisse  partir  par  arrange- 
ment des  posteSi  que  Veudredi  procbain,  27  du 
eourant  O  merveiUe  de  la  giace  dBcace  i  £Ue 
n'agit  pas  moins  puissamment  sur  tou»,  et  moyen- 
jiantle  secour9tx)ujours.pr£t9et  toujours  prompt  de 
110$  couriers,  un  mois  iiou3  suiiit.paur  la  demande 
et  la  r^ponse.  Je  remercie  mille  fois  le  g^hie  de 
•  Taraiti^,  qui  ma  pouss^, apres  mille  efforts inutiles, 
k  vous  iScrire  enfin  au  moment  le  plus  critique  et 
le  plus  feyoraUe.  Jamais  d^maidie  ii'a-  r^poodu 
si  parfaitement  h  tous  mes  voeux  et  k  toutes  mes 
esp^iances.  Je  comptois  sans  doute  sur  la  dm*6e  et 
la  v6rit6  de  vos  sentimens;  mais  j  ignoiois  (telle 
est  la  foiblcsse  humaine)  jusqu'a  quel  point  ib 
ayoient  pu  6tre  atti^is  pai;  le  terns  et  T^loigne- 
meat;  et  je  «avois  encore  moins  T^tat  actud  de 
votre  sant6,  de  votre  fortune  et  de  vos  liaisons,  qui 
auroient  pa  opposer  tant  d  obstacles  4  uotre.  re- 
union. Vous  m'^crivez,  vous  m'aimez  toujours; 
vous  d^sircz^avec  z^e,  avec  ardcur,  de  r^aliser  nos 
anciens  projets;  vous  le  pouvez,  vous  le  voi^lez; 
vous  m'offrez  dfes  tautomne  votre  maison,  et^uelle 
terrasse!  votre  soci6t^,  et  quelle  soci^t^!  L'ar- 
rangement  nous  convient  k  tous  les  deux ;  je  re- 
trouye  k  la  fois  le  compagnon  de  ma  jeunesse,  un 
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89ge  conseilleri  et  un  peintre  qui  fait  repr^aeuter  et 
exag^rer  m^me  les  objets  les  plus  rians.    Ces  exar 
gyrations  me  font  pour  le  moius  autaiit  de  plaisir 
que  la^mple  v^rit^.   Si  voire  portrait  ^toit  tout  k 
fait  ressemblant,  ces  agr^mens  n'existeroient  que 
horsd^  ^Qus  m^ii^es,  et  j'aime  encore  mieux  les 
.^uver  dans  la  vivacit6  de  votre  coeur.et  d^  votre 
imagination.    Ce  rfest  pas  que  je  ne  reconnoisse 
un  grand  fond  de  v^rit6  dans  le  tableau  d^  X«au* 
^Banne ;  je  oonuoia  le  lieu  de  lasctoe,  je  me  txsnar 
porte  en  id^e  sur  notre  terrasse,  je  vois  ces  c6teaux, 
ce  l^c,  ces  montagnes,  ouvrages  tavoris  de  la  ikature^ 
et  je  Contois  odm  peine  les  embelUssemens  que 
votre  goiit  s'est  plu  y  ajouter.  Je  me  rappelle  depuis 
vingt  ou  trente  ans  le$  moeuis,  fespiit,  I'aisanee  de 
la  {Boci^t^9  et  je  compronds  que  ce  v^table  ton  de 
la  bonne  compagnie  se  perp!6tue,  et  s'^purc  de  pire 
en  fils, ou  plutdt  d^  mere  en  fiUe ;  Ciu*  il  ma  tou* 
jo^paru  quj^  Lauauinc^  wm  Uen  qu'en  I'nmce, 
les  femmes  sont  tri$  sup^rieures  aux  hcnnmes.  Dans 
un  pareil  s^jour,  je  craindrois  la  dissipation  bien 
plus  que  Tennuiy  et  le  tourbiUon  de  Laiuanne  ^ton« 
WToit  unphilo^oplie  aocoutum^  depuis  tantd'ann^ 
^  la  tranquillity  de  Londi'C3*    Vous  6tfis  trop  in- 
9Sjuxt  pour  .i^gftndtfir  ce  {mposi  comme  uue  mauvaise 
plaisanterie ;  c'est  dans  les  d^troits  qu'on  est  en- 
train^  pai'  la  rapidity  des  couians ;  il  n'y  en  a  point 
fWi  fJilim JPfe?  P^s  qu*on  ne  recherche  plus  les 
phusifid  bruyans,  et  qu*on  s'affranchit  volontiers  des 
devoirs  p^nibles,  la  libeitc  d'un  simple  particulier 
m  fortiiie  p9Jr  fimmei^ity  de  la  ville.   Quant  4 
moi,  FappUcatio.n  ^  mon  grand  ouvrage,  rhabitude» 
.  m^-'-'''    '     ,  ■ u  2  :  et 
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et  la  recompense  du  travail,  m'ont  rendu  plus  stii*  . 

dieux,  plus  s(?^(lentaire,  plus  ami  de  la  retraite.  La 
Chambre  des  Communes  et  les  grands  diners  exigent 
beaucoup  de  terns ;  et  la  temperance  d'un  repas 
anglois  vous  permet  de  goftter  de  cinq  ou  six  vins 
difF^rens,  et  vous  ordonne  de  boire  une  bouteille 
de  claret  apr^  le  dessert.  Mais  enfin  je  ne  soupe 
jamais,  je  me  couchc  de  bonne  heure,  je  rejpois  peu 
de  visites,  les  matinees  sont  longues,  les  ^t^s  sont 
libres^  et  d^s  que  je  ferine  ma  porte,  je  suis  oublie 
du  monde  entier.  Dans  une  society  plus  bom6e 
et  plus  amicale,  les  demarches  sont  publiques,  les 
droits  sont  r^ciproques,  Ton  dine  de  bonne  heure, 
on  se  gotfte  trop  pour  ne  pas  passer  Tapr^-midi 
ensemble ;  on  soupe,  on  veille,  et  les  plaisirs  de  la 
soiree  ne  laissent  pas  de  d^ranger  le  repos  de  la 
nuit,  et  le  travail  du  lendenudn.  Quel  est  cepen- 
dant  le  r^sultat  de  ces  plaintes  ?  c  est  seulement  que 
•  la  marine  est  trop  belle,  et  que  j'ose  me  servir  de 
l*excuse  honn^te  de  la  saute  et  dii  privilege  d'un 
homme  de  lettres ;  il  ne  tiendra  qu'^t  moi  de  mo- 
derer  un  peu  Fexc^s  de  mes  jouissances.  Pour  cet 
engouement  que  vous  m'annoncez,  et  qui  a  tou- 
jours  ete  le  defaut  des  peuples  les  plus  spirituels, 
je  i  ai  dej^  ^prouve  sur  un  plus  grand  theatre.  II 
y  a  six  ans  que  Tami  de^  Madame  Necker  f ut  re^u 
k  Paris,  eomme  oelui  de  George  Dey  verdun  pour- 
roit  I'fitre  ^^Lausanne.  Je  ne  connois  rien  de  plus 
flatteur  que  cet  accueil  favorable  d'un  public  poli 
et  edaire.  Mais  eette  faveur,  si  douce  pour  T^l^an- 
ger,  n'est-elle  pas  un  peu  dangereuse  pour  I'habi- 

tant  expose  4  voir  fletrir  6es  lauriers^  par  la  faute 

ou 
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ou  par  rindonstance  de  ses  juges?   Non;  on  se 

soutient  toujours,  peut  ^tre  pas  pr^ds6ment,  au 
m6me  point  d'^i^vation.  A  I'abii  de  trois  groi^ 
volumes  m-^uarto  en  langue  itrangere,  encore  ce 
qui  n'est  pas  iin  petit  avantage,  je  conserverai  tou- 
jours la  reputation  litteraire,  et  cette  reputation 
donnera  du '  relief  aux  qualit^s  socialea^  si  Ton 
trouv^e  rhistorien  sans  travers,  sans  affectation  et 
aans  pretentions.  Je  serai  done  charme  et  content 
de  votre  society,  et  j'au)rois  pu  dire  en  deux  mots, 
oe  qui  j'ai  bavarde  en  deux  pages ;  mais  il  y  a  taut 
de  plaisir  k  bavarder  avec  un  ami !  car  enfin  je 
ppssMe  k  Lausanne  un  veritable  ami ;  et  les  sim^ 
pies  CQunoissances  remplaceront  sans  beaucoup  de 
peinei  tout  ce  qui  s'appelle  liaison,  et  m£me  amitie, 
dans  ce  vaste  desert  de  J/>ndres«  Mais  au  moment 
oii  j*^cris,  je  vois  de  tons  c6t6s  une  foule  d'objets 
dont  la  perte  sera  bien  plus  difficile  a  reparer.  Vous 
connoissie^  ma  biblioth^ue ;  mais  je  suis  en  etat 
de  vous  rendre  le  propos  de  votre  maisoii  c'esi  iim 
autre  chose  d>  cette  heure  /  formee  peu  a  peu,  mais 
^vec  beaucoup  de  soin  et  de^  depense^  elle  peut 
nommer  aujourd'hui  un  beau  cabinet  de  particulier. 
Non  content  de  remplir  a  raiigs  redoubles  la  nieiU 
leure.  pi^ce  (|ui  lui  etoit  destinee,  elle  s  est  debor^ 
d^  dans  la  chambre  sur  la  rue^  dans  votre  anciehne 
chambre  k  coucher,  dans  la  mienne,  dans  tous  les 
recoins  de  la  maison  de  Bcntinck-6treet,  et  Jusques 
dans  une  chaumi^i^  que  je  suis  d^nn^e  k 
Hampton  Court. 

J'ai  milk  courtisMU  ranges  autouf  de  moi : 

Ma  letrmle  est  moa  {xnivre,  et  j'y  commatide  eq  rot. 

V  3  i« 


Digitized  by  Google 


294  LETTERS  TO  AND  FROH 

Le  fends  est  de  la  meilleure  compagnie  Grecque, 
Latino,  Italiennc,  Francoise,  et  Angloisc,  let  les 
autres  les  moins  chers  k  1  homme  de  godt^  des  eo* 
cl^siastiques,  des  Byzantins^  des  Orientau'x,  sont 
les  plus  n^cessaires  a  rhistorien  de  la  Decadence  et 
de  la  Chute,  &c.  Vous  ne  sentez  que  tiop  bien 
le  d^sagr^ment  de  laisser,  et  Tiinpossibilit^  de  trans- 
porter cinq  ou  six  milles  volumes,  d'autaiit  plus 
que  le  ciel  n'a  pas  voulu  taire  de  la  Suisse  un  pays 
maritime.  Cependajit  mon  zhie  pour  la  r^usMte  de 
nos  projets  communs,  me  fait  imaginer  que  ces 
obstacles  pounont  s  applanir,  ct  que  je  puis  adoucir 
ou  supporter  ces  privations  doutoureuses^  Les  . 
bbns  auteurs  classiques,  la  biblioth^que  des  nations, 
se  retrouvent  dans  tous  les  pays.  Lausanne  n  est 
pas  d^pourvu  de  livres,  ni  de  pcditesse,  et  j'ai  dans 
resprit  qu'on  pourroit  acqu^rir  pour  un  certain  terns, 
quelque  biblioth^que  d'un  vieillard  ou  d  un  mineur, 
dont  la  iamilie  ne  voudioit  pas  se  d^faire  entiire^ 
ntent.  Quant  aux  outils  de  mon  iravaii,  ncms 
commencerons  par  examiner  F^tat  de  nos  richesses; 
apr^s  quoi  il  faudroit  faire  un  petit  calcul  du  prix, 
du  poids  et  de  la  raret6  de  chaqne  ouvrage,  pour 
juger  de  ce  qu'il  seroit  n^cessaire  de  transporter  de 
LondreSy  et  de  ce  qu'on  acheteroit  plus  commod^ 
ment  en  Suisse ;  k  regard  de  oes  finis,  on  devroit 
les  envisager  comme  les  avances  d'une  manufacture 
transplant^  en  pays  Stranger,  et  dont  on  esp^re 
retirer  dans  la  suite  un  proiSt  raisonnable.  Mat 
heureusement  votre  biblioth^que  publique,  en  y 
ajoutant  in^me  celle  de  M.  de  Boclmt,  est  assez 
pidttm  { inats  celiea  dc  Seme  etde  JBasle  sont  tr^ 
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nombreuscs,  et  je  compterois  assez  sur  la  bon- 
hotnmie  Helv^tique,  pour  esp^rer  que,  moyetmant 
des  recomtnendatiom  et  des  cautions,  il  me  seroit 
germis  d  en  tirer  les  livres  dont  j'aurois  essentielle- 
ment  besoin.  Vous  ties  tr^  bien  plac^  pour 
prendre  les  informations,  et  pour  fixer  les  d^marched 
convenables ;  mats  vous  voyez  du  iiioiiis  conibicn 
je  me  retoume  de  tous  les  cdt^s,  pour  esquiver  la 
difficult^  la  plus  formidable. 

Venons  h  present  a  desobjets  moins  relev^s,  mais 
trhs  importans a rexistence et  au bien-6tre  de  lani-r 
mal,  le  logement,  les  ddmestiques,  et  la  table. 
Pour  men  appartement  particulier,  une  cliambre  k 
coucher,  avec  un  grand  cabinet  et  une  antichambre, 
atiroientsufiiittousmes  besoins;  mais  si  vous  pouvez 
vous  en  passer,  je  me  promenerai  avec  plaisir  dans 
rimmensit^  de  vos  onze  pieces,  qui  s'accommoderont 
sans  doute  aux  heures  et  aux  saisons  difi^rentes. 
L'article  des  domestique^  renfefrme  une  assez  forte 
.  difficulte,  sur  laquelle je  dois  vous  consulter.  Vouu 
connoissezy  et  vous  estimez  Caplin  mon  valet  de 
chambre,  mattre  d'hotel,  &c.  qui  a  6t6  nourri  dans 
notre  maison,  et  qui  comptoit  y  finir  ses  jours. 
Depuis  votre  depart,  ses  talens  et  ses  vertus  se  sont 
ddvelopp^s  de  plus  en  plus,  et  je  le  consid^re  bien 
moins,  sur  le  pied  d'un  domcstique,  que  sur  celui 
d^un  ami.  Malheureusemeiit  il  ne  sait  que  TAn- 
glots,  et  jamais  il  n'apprendra  de  langue  ^trang^. 
II  ni'accompagua,  il  y  a  six  aus,  dans  mon  voyage 
k  Paris^maisil  rapporta  fidelement  ^  Londres  toute 
rignorahce,  et  tous  les  pr^jug^s  d'un  bon  patriote. 
A  Lausanne  il  me  coilteroit  beaucoup,  ct  a  Texcep- 
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tion  du  service  personnel,  il  ne  nous  seroit  que  d  une  ' 

tr^s  petite  utility.    Cependant  je  supporterois  vo- 
lontiers  cette  d^peuse,  mais  je  suis  tr^s  persuade 
que,,  si  son  attacfaement  le  portoit  k  me  suivre,  .il 
s'ennuyeioit  h.  mourir  dans  un  pays  ou  tout  lui  se- 
roit Stranger  et  d^sagr^able.  II  faudroit  done  me  de- 
tacher d'un  honune  dont  je  connois  Je  Tshle,  la  fid6- 
lit6,  rompre  tout  d'un  coup  de  petites  liabitudes  q^ui 
sont  li^es  avec  le  bien-^tre  joumalier  et  momentan^ 
tt  se  r^udre  k  lui  substituer  un  visage  nouveau,  . 
peut-^trc  un  mauvais  sujet,  toujours  quelque  aven- 
turier  Suisse  pris  sur  le  pav6  de  Londres.  Vous  rap- 
pellez-vous  uu  certain  George  Suisse  qui  a  fyit 
autrefois  avec  moi,  le  voyage  de  France  etd'Italie? 
.  Je  le  crois  mari6  et  ^tabli  k  Lausanne ;  s'il  vit  en- 
fx>re,  si  vous  pouvez  Tengager  k  se  rendre  ici,  pour 
me  ramener  en  Suisse,  la  compagnie  d'un  bon  et 
ancien  serviteur  ne  laisseroit  pas  d'adoucir  la  chute, 
et  il  resteroit  peut-£tre  aupr^s  de  moi,  jusqu'it  ce 
que  nous  eussions  choisi  un  jeunehomme  du  pays, 
adroit,  modeste  et  bien  ^leve,  a  qui  je  ferois  un 
parti  avantageux.    Les  auties  domestiques,  gou*  ' 
vemantes,  laquais,  cuisini^re,  3ec.  se  ptennent  et 
se  renvoyent  sans  difficult^.    Un  article  bien  plus 
important,  c'est  notie  table,  car  jenfin  nous  ne 
sommes  pas  assez  hermites,  pour  nous  contenter 
des  legumes  et  des  fruits  de  votre  jartlin,  tout  ex- 
cellens  qu'ils  sont^  niais  je  n  ai  presque  rien  k  ajouter 
k  rhonn6tet6  de  vos  propos,  qui  me  donnent  bean- 
coup  plus  de  plaisir  que  de  surprise.    Si  je  me  trou- 
vois  sans  fortune,  au  lieu  de  rougir  des.bienfaits  de 
Vwdti&f  j'accept^rois  vos  offres  aussi  simplement 
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que^oiis  les  fidtes.   Mais  nous  ne  sommes  pas  t6» 

duits  cL  ce  point,  et  voiis  comprenez  assez  qu\ine 
d^confituie  angloise  laisse  encore  une  fortune  fort 
d^cente  au  Pays  de  Vaud,  et  pour  vous  dire  quelque 
chose  de  plus  precis,  je  d^penserois  sans  peine  et 
sans  inconvenient  cinq  ou  six  cens  Louis.  Vous  con- 
noissez  le  r^sultat  aussi  bien  que  les  details  d*uii  ma- 
nage ;  en  supposant  une  petite  table  de  deux  philo- 
sophes  Epicuriens,  quatre,  cinq,  ou  six  doniestiques, 
des  amis  assez  souv^iit,  des  repas  assez  rarement, 
beaucoup  de  sensuality,  et  peu  de  luxe,  k  combien 
^stimez-vous  en  gios  la  d^pense  d  un  niois  et  d  une 
ann^?  h&  partage  que  vous  avez  d6jk  fait,  me 
parott  des  plus  jraisonnables ;  vous  me  logez,  et  je 
vous  uourris.  A  votre  calcul,  j*ajouterois  nion  entre- 
tien  personnel,  habits,  plaisir^agesde  dom^tiques, 
fee.  et  je  verrois  .d*une  mani^re  assez  nette,  Vtxir 
jseinble  de  mon  petit  6tablissement. 

Apr^  avoir  essuy^  tant  de  details  minutieux,  le 
cher  lecteur  s'imagine  saus  doute  que  la  r6solutioii 
de  me  fixer  pendant  quelque  terns  aux  bords  du 
^ac  L^man,  est  parfaitenient  d^cid^e.  li^las! 
rien  n*est  moins  vrai;  mais  je  me  suis  livr^  au 
charme  d61icieux  de  compter,  de  fonder,  de  pal  per 
bonheur,  dont  je  sens  tout  le  prix,  qui  est  i  ma 
jx>rt^^  et  auqueil  j'aurai  peut-£tre  la  httisfi  de  re: 
noncer.    Vous  avez  raison  de  croire,  mais  vous 
^i^orez  jusqu'^  quel  point  vous  I'avez,  que  ma 
can^^  politique  i|  €tA  plus  sem^e  d'^pmies  que 
roses.   Eh!  qeul  objet,  quel  mortel,  pour- 
>joit  me  consoler  de  Tennui  des  aft'aires,  et  de  1^ 
l^bonte  de  la  d^peudaoce?  La  gloire  f  Comme 

homme 
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homme  de  lettres,  j'en  jouis,  comme  orateur  je  ne 
Taurai  jamais,  et  le  nom  des  simples  soldats  est 
oiibli6  dans  le^  victoires  aussi.bien  que  dans  les  d^ 
faites.  Le  devoir  f  Dans  ces  combats  Taveugle, 
oh  les  chefs  ne  cherchent  que.  leur  avantage  paiti- 
culier,  il  y  a  toUjofurs  k  parier  que  lea  subaltemes 
feront  plus  de  mat  que  de  bien. '  Vattachement 
personnel  f  Les  ininistres  ^ont  rarement  digues  de 
rinsptrer ;  jusqu'^  present  Lord  North  n'a  pas  eu 
k  se  plaindre  de  moi,  et  si  je  me  retire  du  Barle- 
ment,  il  lui  sera  tr^s  ais6  dy  substituer  un  autre 
muet,  tout  aussi  affidd  que  son  ancien  serviteur.  Je 
suis  inthn^ment  convaincu,  et  par  la  raison,  et  par 
le  sentiment,  qu  il  n'y  a  point  de  parti,  qui  me  con- 
Vienne  aussi  bien  que  de  vivre  avee  vous,  et  aupr^s 
de  vous  k  Lausanne ;  et  si  je  parviens  k  la  place 
( Commissioner  of  the  Excise  or  Customs )  oil  je 
vise,  il  y  aura  toutes  les  semaines  cinq  longues 
matinees,  qui  m'avertiroht  de  la  foiie  de  mon  choix. 
Vous  vous  trompez  k  la  v^rit6  a  regard  de  Tinsta- 
bilit6  de  ces  emplois ;  ils  sont  presque  les  seuls  qui 
ne  ressentent  jamais  des  revolutions  du  ministiftf. 
Cependant  si  cette  place  s'ofFroit  bientdt,  je  n  aurois 
pas  le  bon  sens  et  le  courage  de  la  refuser.  Quels 
autres  conseillers  veux-je  prendre^  sinon  mon  coeur 
et  ma  raison  ?  II  en  est  de  puissans  et  toujours 
ecout6s :  les  6gai'ds,  la  mauvaise  honte,  tons  mes 
amis,  on  soi-disant  tels,  s'^crieront  que  je  suis  un 
homme  perdu,  ruin6,  un  fou  qui  se  d^robe  k  ses 
protecteurs,  un  misanthrope  qui  s  exile  au  bout  du 
monde^  et  puis  les  exsig^ratioiis  sur  tout  ce  qui  se- 
loitfait  en  ma  faveur^  si  suremeut,  si  promptement, 
'       •   -  si 
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si  lib^ralement.   Milord  Sheffield  opinera  ^  me 

faire  interdirc  et  enfermer ;  mes  deux  tantes  et  ma 
.  belle  mfere  se  plaindront  que  je  les  quitte  pour 
jamais^  &c.  £t  rembams  de  prendre  mon  bonnet 
de  nuit,  comme  disoit  le  sage  Fontenelle,  lorsqu'il 
n'^toit  question  que  de  couchery  combieu  de  bon- 
nets de  nuit  ne  me  faudra-t-il  pas  prendre,  et  les 
prendre  tout  seul?  car  tout  le  monde,  amis,  parens; 
domcstiques,  s'opposera  a  ma  fuite.  Voilct  a  la 
rit^  des  obstacles  assess  peu  redoutables,  etenles 
ddciivant,  je  sens  qu'ils  s'affinblissent  dans  mon 
esprit.  Grace  k  ce  long  bavaidage  voiis  connoissez 
mon  int6rieur,  comme  moi  mtoie,  c'est  k  dire  assez 
mal;  mais  cette  incertitude,  tr^  amicale  pour  moi, 
seroittrfcsfacheusepour.vous.  Voti  e  r^ponseme  par- 
viendra  vers  la  fin  de  Juiliet,  et  huit  jours  aprfes,  , 
je  vous  promets  une  r^plique  nette  et  decisive :  je 
par3  ou  je  reste.  Si  je  pars,  ce  sera  au  milieu  de 
Septembre ;  je  mangerai  les  raisins  de  votre  treille 
les  premiers  jours  d'Octobre,  et  vous  aurez  encore 
le  tems  de  me  charger  de  vos  commissions.  Ne 
me  dites  plus,  Monsieur ^  et  tris  cker  ami;  le  pre- 
mier est  froid,  le  second  est  superflu, 

CLXXII. 

M.  P£YV£RDUN  d  M.  GiBBON. 

Me  voila  uu  peu  embarrass^  actuellement ;  je 
ne  doi»  vous  appeller  ni  Monmeur,  ni  ami.  Eh 
bien  !  vous  saurez  qu'^tant  parti  Samedi  de  Stras- 
bourg,  peudant  que  je  venois  ici,  votre  seconde 
lettre  alloit  Ik,  et  qu'ainsi  je  reips  votre  troisi^me, 

Dimanchei 
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Dimanche,  et  votre  seconde,  hier.  La  mention  que 
vous  y  faisiez  du  Suisse  George,  dont  je  n'ai  pu 
lieu  trouver  dans  la  premiere,  m'a  fait  comprendre 
qu  il  y  enavoit  une  seconde,  et  j'ai  cru  devoir  at- 
tendre  un  courier,  la  troiaifeme  n'exigeant  pasde 
r^ponse. 

Pour  yotre  parole,  permettez  que  je  vous  en  dis- 
pense encore,  et  m£m6  jusqu'au  dernier  jour,  je 
sens  bien  qu'un  procede  contraire  vous  convien- 
droit ;  mais  certes  il  ne  me  convient  pas  du  tout. 
Cec^  comme  vous  le  dites,  est  une  esp^ce  de  man- 
age, et  peiisez  vous  que  malgr^  les  engagemens  les 
plus  solemnels,  je  n'eusse  pas  reconduit  chez  elle, 
du  pied  des  autels,  la  femme  la  plus  aimable  qui 
m'eut  temoign^  des  regrets  ?  Jamais  je  ne  me  con- 
solerois,  si  je  vous  voyois  m^ont^nt  dans  la  suite, 
et  dans  le  cas  de  me  ^re  des  reproches,  Cest  k 
vous  h  faire,  si  vouscroyez  n6cessaire,  des  demarches 
de  votre  c6t6,  qui  fortifient  votre  resolution;  pour 
moi,  je  n'en  ferai  point  d'essentielles,  jusqu'i  ce 
que  j'aye  ref  u  encore  une  lettre  de  vous.  Aprfes  cc; 
petit  pr^ambule,  parlous  toujours  comme  si  lafFaLre 
£toit  d^cid^,  et  repassons  votre  lettre.  Tout  c^ 
que  vous  dites  des  giandes  et  petites  villes,  est 
tr^s  vrai,  et  votre  compaiaisou  des  detioits  et  de  la 
pleiue  mer,  est  on  ne  peut  pas  plus  juste  et  agr^a- 
ble;  mais  enfin,  comme  on  fait  son  Ut^  on  se  couche^ 
disoit  Sancho  Pancha  d'agr^able  m^'iuoire,  et  qui 
peut  mieux  faire  son  lit  k  sa.  guise  qu  un  etranger, 
qui,  n'ayant  ni  devoirs  d'6tat  ni  de  sang  k  remplir,  peut 
vivre  entiferement  isole,  ScUis  (juc  pcisoune  y  puissc 
trouver  4  redire  ?  Moim£me>  bourgeois  etcitoyen 
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de  la  vUle,  je  suis  presqu'entiirement  libre.  L'^t^ 
par  exemple,  je  d^teste  de  m*enfermer  le  soir  dans 
des  chambres  cbaudes,  pour  taire  une  partie.  £h^ 
bien!  on  m'apers^ut^  un.  peu  la  premiere  aim6e; 
k  present  on  me  laisse  en  repos.  II  y  aura  sans 
doute  quelque  cbangement  dans  votie  mani^ie  de 
vivre:  mais  il  me  semble  qu'on  ae  fait  ais^ment  k 
cela.  Les  diners,  surtout  en  femmes,  sent  trfes 
rares ;  les  soupers  peu  grands ;  on  reste  plut6t 
pour  .£tre  ensemble,  que  pour  manger,  et  plusieurs 
personnes  ne  s'asseyent  point.  Je  crois,  tout 
compt^  et  rabattu,  que  vouz  aurez  encore  plus  dc 
terns  pour  le  cabinet  qu'^  Londres;  on  sort  peu  le 
matin,  et  quandnos  amis  communs  viendiontchez 
moi,  et  vous  demanderont,  je  leur  dirai ;  "  ce  n  est 
pas  un  oisif  comme  vous  autres,  il  travaille  dans  son 
cabinet,"  et  ils  se  tairont  respectueusement. 

Pour  les  blblioth^ques  publiqucs,  votre  id6e  ne 
pourroit,  je  pense,  se  r^aliser  pour  un  lecteur  ou 
m£me  xm  ^rivain  ordinaire,  mais  un  homme  qui 
joue  un  r61e  dans  la  r^publique  des  lettres,'  un 
bomme  aim^  et  consid^r^  trouvera,  je  m  imagine, 
bien  des  facility ;  d'ailleurs,  j'ai  de  bons  amis  k 
Berne,  et  je  prendrai  ici  des  informations. 

Passons  h  la  table.  Si  J'^tois  k  Lausanne,  cet 
article  seroit  plus  siir,  je  pourrois  revoir  mes^papieiis, 
consulter;  j'ai  une  chienne  de  m6noire.  A  vue 
-de  pays  cela  pourra  aller  de  £0  k  30  Louis  par 
moisyplusoumoins,  vous  sentez,  suivantla&iandis^ 
et  le  plus  ou  moins  de  convives.  Marquez  moi 
d^ns  votre  premiere  combien  vous  coiite  le  v6tre. 

Je.3ens  fort  bien  tousles  bonnets  de.nuit;  point 
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de  grands  cbangemens  sans  embarras,  mtme  sans 
regrets;  vous  en  aurez  quelquefbis  sans  doute: 

par  exemple,  si  votre  sallc  a  manger,  votie  sallc  de 
compagnie,  sont  plus  riantes,  vous  perdrez  pour  le 
vase  de  la.  biblioth^ue.  Pour  ce  qui  est  des  re- 
presentations, des  discours  au  moins  inutiles,  il  me 
semble  que  le  mieux  seroit  de  masquer  vos  grandes 
op^iations,  de  ne  parler  que  d*une  course,  d'une 
visite  chez  moi,  de  six  mois  on  plus  ou  moins. 
Vous  feriez  bien,  je  pense,  d'allcr  chez  mou  ami  • 
Louis  Teissier;  c*est  un^  brave  et  honn^te  homme, 
qui  m'est  attach^,  qui  aime  iiotrc  pays;  il  vous 
donuera  tout  plein  de  bons  conseils  avec  z^e,  et 
Vous  gardera  le  secret. 

Vous  aurez  quelqucfois  a  votre  tiiblc  un  poetc; 

GUI,  Monsieur,  un  poete:-*— nous  en  avons  ua 
enfin.  Procure  vous  un  volume  8vo.  Poesies 
HelvitienneSy  imprimie.s  ranniepasste  chez  Mouse r, 
a  Lausanne.  Vouz  trouverez  entr'autres  dans 
r^pitre  au  jardinier  de  la  grotte,  votre  ami  et  votre 
pare.  *  Toute  la  prose  est  de  votre  trfes  humble 
ser viteur,  qui  d^ire  qu'elie  tiouve  grace^devant 

'VOUS, 

Le  Comte  de  Cagliostro  a  fait  un  sijour  k  Lon- 
dres.  On  ne  sait  qui  H  est,  d'oil  il  est,  d'oil  il  tire 
son  0Tgent;  il  exerce  gratis  ses  talens  pour  .la 
m^decine;  il  a  fait  des  cures  admiraUes;  maisc'est 
d'ailleurs  le  compost  le  phis  Strange.  J'ai  cess^ 
deprendreses  remMesqui  m'tehauiFoient — rbomme 
d*ailleurs  me  g&toit  le  mMecin.  Je  suis  revenu  k 
Basle  avec  mon  ami.  Adieu;  r^crivez  moi  le  plu- 
ti6(  possible. 
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Hampton  Court,  ce  1  Juillet,  1783. 

AMis  avoir  pris  ma  resolution,  rhonneur,  et  ce 

qui  vaut  encore  niieux  Tamiti^,  me  defendent  de 
vous  laisser  uu  moment  dans  incertitude.  Je 
ii^AHs.   Je  voud  en  donne  ma  parole,  et  comme  je 
suis  bieii  aise  de  me  fortifier  d'lin  nouveau  lien,  je 
vous  prie  tr^s  s^rieusement  de  ne  pas  m  en  dis- 
penser.  Ma  possession,  sans  doute,  ne  vaut  pas 
celle  de  Julie;  mais  vous  screz  plus  inexorable  que 
St.  Preux.   Je  nesens  plus  qu'une  vive  impatience 
popr  notre  reunion.   Mais  le  mois  d'Octobre  est 
encore  loin;  92  jours,  et  nous  aurons  tout  le  tems 
de  prendre,  et  de  nous  donner  des  ^claircissemens 
dont  nous  avons  besoin.   Ajht&b  un  m&r  examen, 
je  renonce  au  voyage  de  George  Suisse,  qui  me 
paroit  incertain,  cher  et  difficile^    Apres  tout  mpn 
valet  de  chambre  et  ma  biblioth^ue  sont  les  deux 
articles  les  plus  embarrassans.    Si  je  ne  retenois  pas 
ma  plume,  je  remplirols  sans  peine  la  feuille;  mais 
il  ne  faut  pas  passer  du  silence  k  un  babil  intaiissar 
ble.    Seulement  si  je  connois  le  Comte  de  Cag* 
liostix),  cet  hoaime  extraordinaire,  &c.    Savez  vous 
le  Latin?  oui,  sans  doute;  mais  faites,  comme  si  je 
ne  le  savois  point.   Quand  retoumez  vous  k  Lau- 
sanne vous  meme?  Vale. 
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N"  CLXXIV. 
JUad.  DE  Genus  d  M.  GiBBOlf, 

St.  Leu,  ce  3  Juillet,  1783- 

QuoiauE  je  doive  craindrey  Monsieur,  que  vous 
ne  m'ayez  absolument  oubli^e,  je  ne  puis  refuser  i 
mon  fri?re  une  Icttre  pour  une  pcrsonne  si  juste- 
meut  c^l^bre;  ilale  plus  grand  d^ir  de  ^re  con- 
noissance  avec  vous,  Monsieur.  II  sdt  que  j'ai  eu 
Tavantage  de  vous  voir  dans  le  court  cspace  dc 
terns  que  vous  avez  pass^  ^  Paris  il  y  a  sept  ou  liuit 
ans.  J'ai  eu  llionneur  depuis  de  vous  torire  deux 
fois  et  de  vous  envoy er  Le  Thedtre  Education.  Je 
H*ai  point  rej  u  de  r^ponse,  ainsi  je  trouve  moi  mfimc 
qu'il  y  abien  de  la  pr6somption  ^  vous  importuner 
encore  par  une  nouvelle  let t  re,  mais  j'ai  saisiavec  • 
plus  d'empressement  que  de  confiance  une  occasion 
de  me  rappeller  k  votre  souvenir  et  de  vous  renou- 
veller  I'assurance  des  scntimens  quil  est  impossible 
de  ne  pas  vous  couserver  quand  on  a  eu  Tavantage 
de  vous  connoitre  et  le  plaisir  de  lire  vos  ouvrages. 
J'ai  I  honneur  d'Atre,  Monsieur,  vt)tre  tr^  humble 
et  tr^  ob6issante  Servaute, 

Du£fi£ST«  Comtesse  de  Genlis. 

N»  CLXXV. 

ft 

Edward  Gibbon,  Ei^q.  to  the  Right  Hanourabk  • 

Lord  Su£FFi£LD. 

July  lOth,  179S^ 

You  will  read  the  following  lines  with  more 
piltience  and  attention  than  you  would  probably 

give 
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gtve  to  an  hasty  conference,  perpetually  interrupted 

by  the  opening  of  tlie  door,  and  perhaps  by  the 
quickness  of  our  own  tempers.  I  neither  expect 
nor  desire  an  answer  on  a  subject  of  extreme  im- 
portance to  myself,  but  which  friendship  alone  can 
render  interesting  to  you.  We  sliall  soon  meet  at 
Sheffield. 

It  is  needless  to  repeat  the  reflections  which  we 
-  have  sometimes  debated  together,  and  which  I  have 
often  seriously  weighed  in  my  silent  solitary  walks. 
Notwithstanding  your  active  and  ardent  spirit, 
you  must  allow  that  there  is  some  perplexity  in  my 
present  situation,  and  th^t  my  future  prospects  are 
distant  and  cloudy*  1  have  lived  too  long  in  the 
world  to  entertain  a  very  sanguine  idea  of  the 
fnendship  or  zeal  of  ministerial  patrons;  and  we 
are  all  sensible  how  much  the  powers  of  patronage 
are  reduced. 

At  the  endof  the  Parliament,  or  rather  long  before 
that  time,  (for  their  lives  are  not  worth  a  year's  pur- 
chase,) our  Ministers  are  kicked  down  stairs,  and  I 
am  left  their  disinterested  friend,  to  fight  through 
another  opposition,  and  to  expect  the  fruits  of 
another  revolution.  But  I  will  take  a  more  favour- 
able supposition,  and  conceive  myself  in  six  months 
firmly  seated  at  the  board  of  Customs;  before  the 
end  of  the  next  six  months  I  should  infallibly 
hang  myself.  Instead  of  regretting  my  disappoint- 
ment, I  rgoice  in  my  escape ;  as  I  am  satisfied  that 
no  salary  could  pay  me  for  the  irksomeness  of  at- 
tendance, and  tlie  drudgery  of  business  so  repug- 
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nant  to  my  taste,  (and  I  will  dare  to  say,)  so  un* 
worthy  of  my  cba^racten  Without  lookiiig  foi^ 
wards  to  the  possibility,  still  inpre  remote,  of  ex-^ 
changing  that  laborious  othce  for  a  smaller  annuity^ 
there  is  surely  another  plan,  more  reasonably  more 
simple,  and  more  pleasant;  a  temporary  retreat  t9 
a  quiet  and  less  expensive  scene.  In  a  four  years 
residence  at  Lausanne^  I  should  live  within  my.in^ 
come,  save,  and  even  accumulate,  my  ready  money ; 
finish  my  History,  an  object  of  profit,  as  well  as 
fame,  expect  the. contingencies  of  elderly  livea^ 
and  return  to  England  at  the  age  of  fifty,  to  form 
a  lasting  independent  establishment,  without  court- 
ing the  smiles  of  a  Minister,  or  apprehrading  the 
downfal  of  a  party.  Such  have  been  my  serious 
sober  reflections.  Yet  I  much  question,  whether 
I  should  have  fpund  courage  to  itbllow  my  reasoji 
and  my  inclination,  if  m  friend  had  not  stretched  ' 
his  hand  to  draw  me  out  of  the  dirt.  The  twentieth 
of  last  May  I  wrote  to  my  friend  Dey  verdun,  after 
a  long  interval  of  silence,  to  expose  my  situation^, 
and  to  consult  in  what  manner  I  might  best  ar- 
range myself  at  Lausanne.  From  his  answer,  which 
I  received  about  a  fortnight  ago,  I  have  the  plea> 
sure  to  learn,  that  his  heart  and  his  house  are  both 
open  for  my  reception;,  tliat.  a  family,  which  he 
l^ad  lodged  for  sojme  years  is  about  to  leave  him# 
and  that  at  no  other  time  my  compan}^  could  have 
been  so  acceptable  ai^d  convenient.  I  shall,  step^ 
at  my  arrival,  into  an  excellent  apartment  aad  a 
delightful  situation ;  the  fair  division  of  our  ex* 
penses  will  render  them^yery  moderate,  wdX  shall 
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pass  my  time  with  the  companion  of  my  youtli, 
whose  temper  and  studies  have  always  been  con- 
genial to  iny  own.  .  I  have  given  him  my  word  of 
honour  to  be  at  Lausanne  in  the  beginning  of 
October,  and  no  power  or  persuasion  can  divert 
me  from  this  irrevocable  resolution,  which  I  am 
every  day  proceeding  to  execute. 

I  wisli,  but  I  scarcely  hope,  to  convince  .you  of 
the  propriety  of  my  scheme;  but  at  least  you  will 
allow,  that  when  we  are  not  able  to  prevent  the 
follies  of  our  friends,  we  should  strive  to  render 
them  as  easy  and  harmless  as  possible.  The  ar- 
rangement of  my  house,  furniture,  and  books  will 
be  left  to  meaner  hands,  but  it  is  to  your  zeal  and 
judgment  alone  that  I  can  trust  the  more  im-- 
portant  disposal  of  Leniwroiigh  and  ♦  ♦  ♦  ^.  On 
these  subjects  we  may  go  into  a  committee  at  Shcf- 
field-placci  but  you  know  it  is  the  rule  of  a  com- 
mittee, not  to  hear  any  arguments  against  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  At  present  I  shall  only  ob- 
serve, that  neither  of  these  negociations  ou^ht  to 
detain  me  here;  the  former  may  be  dispatched  as 
well,  the  latter  much  belter,  in  my  absence.  Vale^ 

CLXXVI. 
M.  Gibbon  d  M.  Deyverdun. 

Shen[ield-plac»»  le  31  Juillet,  17S3. 

Votre  papier  s'est  furieusement  rapetiss6;  vous 
avez  si  bien  retranch6  le  superflu,  que  vousoublie^ 
Vessentiel,  et  ce  n  est  que  par  des  conjectures  fines 
et  savaRtes  que  je-  devine  la*  dat«  du  terns  et  dvL 
•  X  Q  lieu. 
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lieu.  Quant  k  max  je  sub  actuellement  au  chk^ 
teau  de  Milord  Sheffield,  k  quarante  milles  de 

Londrcs,  ce  qui  ajoute  deux  jours  pour  I'arrivee  et 
le  depart  du  courier.    Je  re^ois  votre  lettre  (je  ne 
sais  du  quanti^me)  le  SO  Juillet  d^  I'an  de  grace 
1/83,  je  reponds  du  31  du  dit  mois  et  de  la  dite 
ann^.   Le  zde  ne  se  rallentit  point  pour  la  con- 
sommation  du  grand  ceuvre.   Je  sens  votre  pro« 
c6d6  d^licat  et  g6n6reux,  et  quoique  je  n'eusse  pas 
et^  fache  de  trouver  dans  votre  fermet6  un  appui 
k  la  mienne,  mon  inclination  est  si  bien  affermie 
siir  la  base  inebranlablc  de  rinclination  et  de  la 
raison,  que  je  ne  crains  plus  les  obstacles  ext^ieurs 
ni  int6rieurs.         que  j'ai  os6  fixer  mon  depart, 
les  nuages  qui  le  couvroient  se  sont  ^vanouis;  les 
montagnes  s'aplanissoient  devant  moi>  et  les  dra* 
gdns  qui  s'^toient  pr6sent6s  sur  ma  route^  se  sont 
apprivois^s.    La  semaine  pass6e,  je  frappai  le  grand 
coup  par  la  cassation  du  bail  de  nia  maison  de 
Bentinck'Street ;  et  aprfes  le  mois  de  Septembrei 
si  je  ne  couche  pas  k  Lausanne,  je  coucherai  dans 
la  rue.    Mes  dift'i^rens  bonnets  de  nuit  s  arrangent 
tons  les  jours,  avec  beaucoup  d'ordre  et  de  facility. 
Lord  Sheffield  lui  m6me,  ce  terrible  St.  Oeorge, 
vrai  champion  de  TAngleterre,  s'est  rendu  k  mes. 
raisonsy  ou  plut6t  aux  v6tres«   II  est  chann6  du 
tableau  dc  votre  premifere  lettre,  et  malgr6  Tac- 
tivit6  de  son  ame,  au  lieu  de  me  condamner,  il  me 
porte  envie;  et  nous  disputons  (un  peu  en  Fair) 
sur  le  projet  d'une  visite  que  lui,  son  aimablecom- 
pagne  et  sa  fille  ain6e,  se  proposcnt  de  nous  faire 
dans  deux  ans  aux  bord^  d.u  I«ac  L^njaa*  Bieii 
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loin  de  oombattre  mon  dessein,  il  me  conseille,  il 
me  seconde  dans  Tex^ution,  et  je  n'aurai  pas 

besoin  de  recourir  aux  lumiferes  de  votre  ami  Louis 
Teissier,  d  autairt  plus  que  pour  les  menus  details 
de  la  correspondance  6trang^re,  je  trouve  dans  le 
libraire  Elmsly  un  conseiller  sage,  instruit  et  dis- 
cret    *       ♦       •       ♦       »       #       •  # 

Votre  calcul  de  la  d^pense  de  la  maison  surpasses 

non  pas  absolument  nies  moyens,  mais  un  peu  mes 
csp6rances  et  mes  conjectures.  La  consommation 
en  Suisse  n'est  point  charg^e  d'impdts;  le  vin  y 
coule  comme  Teau  de  fontaine ;  votre  jardin  pro- 
duit  des  fruits  et  des  legumes*  Se  peut-il  que 
i^gt  ou  trente  Louis  se  d6pensent  tous  les  mois 
pour  le  pain,  la  viande,  le  bois,  la  chandelle, 
quelque  peu  de  vin  Stranger,  les  dojnestiques  de  la 
cuisine,  &c.?  Je  me  flatte  que  dans  Tincertitude, 
vous  avez  cav6  au  plus  fort;  mais  enfin  tout  ce 
detail  se  r^glera  suivant  nos  go6ts  et  nos  facult^s; 
et  un  mois  d'exp6rience  sera  plus  instructif  que 
cent  pages  de  raisonnemens.  La  comparaison  qiie 
vous  me  demandez  de  mon  manage  de  Londres,  ne 
meneroit  it  rien*  A  la  rigueur  je  ne  tiens  pas 
maison;  je  ne  donne  presque  jamais  k  manger:  en 
hyver  je  dine  assez  rarement  chcz  moi;  je  ne 
soupe  jamais;  et  une  partie  assez  considerable  de 
la  d^pense  (celle  des  clubs  et  des  tofoemes )  n'entre 
point  dans  le  compte  de  la  maison.  Ma  nourriture 
domestique  n'excfede  pas  toutefbis  votre  calcul 
Lausannois;  mais  je  sens  la  difference  enti-e  le  petit 
^ouvert  triste  et  mesquin  d'un  garjon,  et  la  table 
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honn^te  et  hospitali^re  de  deux  amis,  qui  aurout 
ji 'autres  amis,  &c» 

Votre  id^  de  masquer  mes  grandes  operations  est 
de  la  plus  profonde  politique ;  mais  les  declarations, 
etm^me  les  demarches  qui  seront  n^cessaires  pour 
me  retirer  de  la  Chambre  des  Commuues.  declare* 
ront  un  peu  trop  tdt  r^tendue  de  mes  projets. 
Cependant  ou  peut  tirer  quelque  parti  de  cctte 
houn&te  dissimulation,  pour  calmer  uu  peu  les 
scrupules,  et  les  regrets  des- dames  ag^cs  que  vous 
connoissez,  et  que  vous  ne  counoisse?  pas.  Mais 
le  mo^^u  le  plus  efficace  pour  arrdtery  ou  pour  ne 
pas  ^uter  les  mauvais  discours,  c'est  de  s'y  d^ 
rober  par  unc  prompte  fuite,  et  depuis  que  ma  re- 
solution a  ixi  pri^e,  je  .  'compte  les  jours  et  le9 
momens.  Le  10  du  mois  prochain  je.  retoumeiai  ^ 
Londres,  ou  je  travaillcrai  vivement  i  preparer  ce 
grand  changement  d'6tat,  J*aUends  tous  les  jours 
la  r^ponse  de  Madame  Gibbon,  i  qui  j'ai  t&ch6  de 
persuader  qu'une  entrevue  de  trois  ou  quatre  jours 
4  Bath,  seroit  moins  douce  qu'am^re  i  tous  le^ 
deux.  Si  elle  se  rend,  ou  &it  semblant  de  se  reor 
dre  ^  mes  raisons,  je  compte  que  tout  sera  fini  la 
premiere,  ou  du  moins  la  seconde  semaine  de  Sep* 
tembre,  et  comme  je  couperai  droit  par  b  Cham^ 
pagne,  et  la  Franche-Comte,  je  pourrois  fort  bieu 
9ie  trouver  4  Lausanne  vers  le  20  ou  le  iSi  de  ce 
ipois  liy  suppose  toujours  que  cette  promptitude 
vous  convieune,  que  votre  maison  sera  libre,  et 
que  vous  y  serez  rendu  vous  m^nxe*  Jf  a^vois 
quelque  id6e  de  me  d6toumer  par  Strasbpurg,  de^ 
vous  prendre  i  Basle,  et  de  passer  avec  vous  par 
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Berne,  &c.  mais,  tout  bien  cons^id^r^,  J  aime  mieux 
abr^r  le  grand  voyage  et  rilseryer  cette  prome- 
nade (si  nous  avions  envie  de  la  faire)  pour  une 
saison  plus  tranquille.  J'attends  votre  r^ponse 
daiis  une  trentaine  de  jours ;  mais  sans  I'attendre  je 
vous  ^crirai  de  Londres,  pour  continiier  le  fil  de 
rhistoire,  et  peutrfetre  pour  vous  charger  de  quelques 
achats  de  livres,  qui  se  feronik  plus  commod^ment  a 
Basle  qu'4  Lausanne.  Vous  ne  me  donnez  point 
de  commissions,  Cependant  ce  pays  n'est  pas 
sans  industries  Milord  et  Milady  Shellield  vous 
embrassent  trhs  amicalement.  Ce  ,sera  pour  moi 
la  perte  la  plus  sensible, 

« 

CLXXVII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Monday,  Aagitst  IStb,  17Sdi 

In  the  preparation  of  my  journey  1  have  not 
felt  any  circumstance  more  deeply  than  the  kind 
concern  of  Lady  Sheffield  and  the  silent  grief  of 
Mrs.  Porten.  Yet  the  age  of  my  friends  makes  a 
very  essential  difference.  I  can  scarcely  hopd 
ever  to  see  my  aunt  again;  but  I  flatter  myself, 
that  in  less  than  two  years,  niy  sister*  will  make 
me  a  visit,  and  that  in  less  than  four,  I  shall  re- 
turn it  with  a  cheerfhl  heart  at  Sheffield-place. 
Business  advances;  this  morning  my  books  were 
shipped  for  Rouen,  and  will  reach  Xausanne  almost 

*  Meaning  Lady  Sheffield. 

>'l  X  4  as 

V 
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as  soon  as  myself.  On  Thursday  morning  the 
bulk  of  the  library  moves  from  Bentinck-street  to 
Downing-street  I  shall  escape  from  the  noise  to 
Hampton  Court,  and  spend  three  or  four  days  in 
taking  leave.  I  want  to  know  your  precise  mo- 
tions, what  day  you  arrive  in  town,  whether  you 
visit  Lord  before  the  races,  &c.   I  am 

now  impatient  to  be  gone,  and  shall  only  wait  for 
a  last  interview  with  you.  Your  medley  of  Judges, 
advocates,  politicians,  Sec,  is  rather  useful  than 
j)le^gj[it.    Town  is  a  va^t  solitude.  Adieu, 

CLXXVIII, 
Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  SHEFFIELD, 

Bentinck-ftreet,  Aug.  20tb,  1783. 

I  AM  now  concluding  one  of  the  most  unplea- 
sant days  of  my  life.  Will  the  day  of  our  meeting 
again  be  accompanied  with  proportionable  satisfac- 
tion? The  business  of  preparation  will  serve  to 
agitate  and  divert  any  thoughts ;  but  I  do  not  like 
your  brooding  over  melancholy  ideas  in  your  soli- 
•  fudc,  and  I  heartily  wish  that  both  you  and  my 
dear  Lady  S.  would  immediately  go  over  and  pass 
a  week  at  Brighton,  Such  is  our  imperfect  na^ 
turc,  that  dissipation  is  a  far  more  efficacious  reme- 
dy than  reflection.  At  all  events,  let  me  hear  from 
you  soon.  I  have  passed  the  evening  at  hpm^i 
without  gaining  any  intelligence, 

» 
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CLXXIX. 

.  M.  Deyverdun  h  M.  Gibbon. 

De  Neucbitel,  le  so  Aoi^t,  1783. 

Il  y  a  long  terns  que  je  n'ai  6t6  aussi  m^content 
de  moi  que  je  le  sub  dans  ce  moment ;  j'ai  fait  par 
r^v^nement  une  grande  ^urderie ;  j'ai  manqu^  \ 
ceux  qui  me  quittent,  et  i\  celui  qui  vient  me  join- 
dre ;  enfin  je  me  suis  trfes  mal  conduit.  M.  *  * 
qui  loge  diez  moi,^  me  parotssoit  si  dispose  it  quitf- 
ter  ma  maison,  quand  je  partis  au  printcms,  que 
ne  doutant  pas  qu'il  ne  trouvit  i  s'arranger  pen- 
dant tout  XiXk^  je  la  regardois  d6j^  d'avance  comme 
vacante.  Le  plaisir  extreme  que  j'avois  a  vous 
I'ofirir,  n'a  pas  peu  contribu6  k  soutenir  cette  illu- 
sion ;  enfin  n^entendant  parler  cependant  de  rien» 
je  lui  ai  ^crit,  apr^s  avoir  ref  u  il  y  a  six  jours 
votre  derniere,  et  il  vient  de  me  r^pondre  qu'il  n  a 
rien  trouv6  encore,  mais  qu'il  n'^pargnera  ni  soins 
ni  d^penses,  pour  d^loger,  je  ne  lui  ai  au  reste 
point  marqu^  de  quoi  il  etoit  question;  mais  je  I'ai 
pri^  de  me  dire  k  quelle  ^poque  il  croyoit  que  ma 
maison  pourroit  4tre  vacante.  Je  lui  r^crirai  de- 
main,  car  il  me  paroit  quil  est  pique,  et  tel  que  je 
le  connois,  malgr6  ce  que  je  pourrai  lui  marquer, 
il  sera  fbrt  empres$6  k  d^camper;  maismalgr^  cela, 
il  ne  faut  plus  compter  sur  la  maison  eutifere  pour 
votre  arriv^. 

Je  vous  demande  mille  pardons,  mdn  cher  ami, 
je  me  mets  k  votre  merci ;  et  en  v^rit6  si  vous  me 
voyiez  en  ce  moment,  vous  auriez  piti6  de  moi. 

Que 
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Que  nous  rcstc-t-il  k  faire?  car  enfin  il  ne  faut  pas 
perdre  la  t^te.  J'ai  un  appartement  de  deux  cham- 
bres  sans  lit,  et  deux  petits  cabinets,  oil  vous  pour- 
riez  6tre  passablement,  en  attendant  que  la  maison 
fdt  tout  k  fait  libre;  le  tout  est  k  plein  pied  de  la 
terrasse ;  je  me  procurerois  un  logement  au  bout 
de  mon  jardin,  et  nous  pourrions  nous  faire  appof- 
ter  k  manger,  chose  pratiqu^e  par  nombre  de 
Grands  Seigneurs,  entr'autices  par  Monseigneur  le 
Margrave  d'Anspach.  i2.  Ou  bien  louer  un  ap- 
partement garni  que  nous  occuperons  ensemble. 
Qu  enfin  3.  passer  rhjrver  dans  quelle  autre  villo 
du  Continent  qu'il  vous  plaira  choisir,  ou  j'irai 
yous  joindre  et  vous  porter  mes  excuses.  Une 
reflexion  que  je  fais  dans  ce  moment-ci^  et  qui 
me  console  un  pen,  c'est  que  dans  votre  pre- 
miere lettre,  votre  resolution  ne  tenoit  point  k 
ma  maison,  ni  m6me  k  Vidie  de  loger  et  vivre 
avec  moi.  Ce  second  article  aura  toujours  lieu^ 
s'il  vous  convientj  et  le  premier  ne  sera  que 
diff<6r6 ;  ainsi  appaisez-vous,  mon  cher  ami,  par* 
donnez-moi,  et  6crivez-moi  tout  suite  lequel 
de  ces  partis  vous  convient  le  mieux,  pour  que  je 
m'y  conforme ;  ou  si  vous  en  imaginez  un  nou- 
veau,  annoncez4e-moi.  Une  r^exion  qui  contri-^ 
bue  encore  k  me  consoler,  c  est  que  pendant  le 
terns  que  nous  camperons  ainsi  en*  quelque  mar 
ni^re,  nous  aurons  le  tems  de  bien  voir  autour  de 
nous,  et  de  nous  arranger  notre  aise,  d  une  ma- 
ni^re  stal^le  et  commode  pour  notre  ^tablissement. 
Encore  une  fbis  cependant^  mon  cber  ami^  miUe 
pardons. 

Milord 
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Milord  Sheffield  sest  niontre  plus  raisonnable 
que  je  ne  I'aurois  cru ;  diantre !  n'allez  pas  dire 
cela  k  sa  aeigneurie ;  mais  dite»-lui,  je  vous  prie-, 
combien  me  plait  I'espoir  d'avoir  Thonneur  de  le 
CQEHpitre ;  je  yois  encore  d  ici  son  beau  pare  et  le 
chttnnaiit  niisseau.  Son  suflrage  dam  des  ciroDn- 
stances  qui  doivent  sans  doute  le  pr^venir  contre 
inoi>  me. fait  le  plus  grand  plaisir,  parceque  je  le 
xegaide  oomme  nne  bien  forte  preuve  que  vouf 
prenez  un  parti  convenable  k  voire  bonheur.  Des 
commissions,  je  ne  saurois  trop  que  vous  dire  dans 
ce  anoment ;  comme  vous  avez  un^  maison  mont^ 
voy  ezs^il  n'y  auroit  pas  des  choses  anglaises  aux* 
quelles  vous  £tes  accoutum^,  et  qui  vous  feroient 
plaisir,  on  en  pourtoit  remplir  une  caisse.  Un  sei^ 
vice  de  cette  porcelaine  de  Bath^  par  exemple, 
pons  conviendroit,  ce  me  semble,  assez. 

Une  de  mes  craintes  maintenant,  c'est  que  cett^^ 
lettre  ne  vous  parvienne  peutr^tre  point  avant 
votre  depart;  cela  seroit  trfes  facheux.  Toujours 
aurai-je  soin  de  me  trouver  k  Lausanne,  au  moins 
vers  le  milieu  du  mois  prochain.  Des  couriers^ 
Comrae  celui  que  vous  amenez,  sont  ordinairement 
de  vmis  domestique^  de  Grands  Seigneurs,  chei  s  et 
importans ;  mais  vous  les  oonnottrez  en  route.  Ne 
soyez  pas  trop  facli^  contrc  nioi,  du  contretems 
que  je  vous  ^nnonce,  et  pensez  qu'U  y  a  enfin  un 
appartement  honnftte  de  gar^on,  ma  tenrasse,  mou 
jardin  et  votre  ami,  qui  ne  peuvent  vous  man- 
quer — 

Tout  4  vous, 

D. 

*  >  -* 
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CLXXX. 

£dwabi>  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Might  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffield* 

Friday,  August  22dy  1783, 

I  AM  astonished  with  your  apparition  and  flight, 
and  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  the  mighty  and 
sudden  business  of  *  *  f  *  which  could 
not  be  delayed  till  next  week.  Timeo  *  ♦  •  ♦  • 
*  their  selfish  cunning,  and  your  sanguine  unsuspect- 
ing spirit.  Not  dreaming  of  your  arrival,  I  thought 
it  unnecessary  to  apprise  you,  thati  delayed  my  visit 
to  Hampton  to  this  day  ;  on  Monday  I  shall  return, 
and  will  expect  you  Tuesday  evening,  either  in  Ben- 
tinck  or  Downing-street,  as  you  like  best.  .  You 
have  seen  the  piles  of  learning  accumulated  in 
your  parlour;  the  transportation  will  be  achieved 
to  day,  and  Bentinck-street  is  already  reduced  to  a 
light,  ignorant  habitation,  which  I  shall  inhabit 
till  4bout  the  first  of  Septemt)er;  four  days  must 
be  allowed  for  clearing  and  packing;  these  I  shall 
spend  in  Downing-street,  and  after  seeing  you  a 
moment  on  your  return,  I  shall  start  about  Satur- 
day the  sixth.  London  is  a  desert,  and  life^ 
without  bookSy  business,  or  society,  will  be  some- 
what tedious.  From  this  state,  you  will  judge  tliat 
your  plan  coincides  very  well;  only  I  think  you 
«hmild  give  me  the  whole  of  Wednesday  in  Ben- 
tincl^-street.  With  regard  to  Bushy,  perhaps  as  a 
compliihent  to  Lord  L*  you  had  better  defer  it  till 
your  return.  I  admire  Gregory  Way,  and  should 
envy  him,  if  I  did  not  possess  a  disposition  some^ 

what, 
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what  similar  to  his  own.   My  lady  will  be  reposed^ 

and  restored  at  Brighton;  the  torrent  of  Lords, 
Judges,  &c.  a  proper  remedy  for  you,  was  a  medi- 
cine ill-suited  to  her  constitution.  I  tenderly 
embrace  her. 

CLXXXL 
Edward  Gibbon,  jB^y. /o  * 

My  Lord, 

I  AM  ignorant  (as  I  ought  to  be)  of  the  present 
state  of  our  negoeiations  of  peace ;  I  am  likewise, 
ignorant  how  far  I  may  appear  qualified  to  co- 
operate in  this  important  and  salutary  work.  If, 
from  any  advantages  of  language  or  local  connec- 
tions, your  lordship  should  think  that  my  services 
might  be  usefully  employed,  particularly  in  any 
future  intercourse  with  the  Court  of  France,  permit 
. .  me  to  say,  that  jny  love  of  ease  and  literary  leisure 
shall  neverstand  in  competition  with  the  obligations 
of  duty  and  gratitude  which  I  owe  to  his  Majesty's 
government 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect, 

My  LokI,  &C. 

N*  CLXXXIL 

Edward  Gibbon;  Usq.  io  the  Right  Honourable 

Ladt/  Sheffield. 

Bentinck-street,  August 
Mt  Dear  Friivd,  SOth,  17S3. 

Foe  the  names  of  Sheifelina,  &c.  are  too  playful 
for  the  serious  temper  of  my  mind.    In  the  whole 

period 

0 

Digitized  by  Google 


« 


'318  liETTERS  TO  AVD  fltO^ 

period  of  my  life  I  do  not  Fecollect  a  day  in  which 

I  felt  more  unpleasant  sensations,  than  that  on 
which  I  took  my  leave  of  Sheffield-place.  I  fop' 
got  my  friend  Dcjrverdun,  aiid  the  fair  prospect  of 
quiet  and  happiness  which  awaits  mc  at  Lausanne* 
I  lost  sight  of  our  almost  certain  meeting  at  the 
end  of  a  term,  which,  at  our  age,  cannot  appear 
very  distant ;  nor  could  I  amuse  my  uneasiness  with 
the  hopes,  the  more  doubtful  prospect,  of  your 
visit  to  Switzerland.  The  agitation  of  preparing 
ev^ery  thing  for  my  departure  has,  in  some  degree, 
diverted  thqse  naeUmcboly  thoughts;  yet  I  still 
look  forwards  to>  the  decbive  day  (to-morrow 
se'nnight)  with  an  anxiety  of  which  yourself  and 
Lord  Sheffield  have  the  principal  share. 

Surely  never  any  thing  was  so  unlucky  as  the  un- 
seasonable death  of  Sir  John  Russel,  on  his  passage 
to  his  friend  at  Sheffield-place,  which  so  strongly 
reminded  us  of  the  instability  of  human  life  and 
human^expectations.  The  inundation  of  the  assizes 
must  have  distressed  and  overpowered  you ;  but  I 
hope  and  I  wish  to  hear  from  yourself,  that  the  air 
of  your  favourite  Brighton,  the  bathing,  and  the 
quiet  society  of  two  or  three  friends  have  composed 
and  revived  your  spirits.  Present  my  love  to  Sarah, 
and  compliments  to  Miss  Carter,  &c.  Give  me  a 
speedy  and  satisfactory  line. 

I  am  most  truly  yours* 
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CLXXXIII. 
'  EpwARD  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 

SHEFFIELD. 

Downing-street,  Sept  Stfa,  1783. 

As  we  are  not  unconscious  of  each  other  s  feel- 
ings^ I  shall  only  say,  that  I  am  glad  you  did  not 
go  alone  into  Sussex ;  an  American  rebel*  to  dis- 
pute with  givcd't^  diversion  to  uneasy  spirits,  and  I 
heartily  wished  for  ^uch  a  friend  or  adversary  during 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  No  letter  from  £)ey ver- 
dun ;  the  post  is  arrived,  but  two  Flanders  mails  are 
c^ue.  JEdIus  does  not  seem  to  approve  of  my  de* 
signs,  and  there  is  little  merit  in  waiting  till  Friday. 
I  should  wait  with  more  reluctance,  did  I  tlynk 
there  was  much  chance  of  success.  I  dine  with 
Cnuiftird,  and  if  any  thing  is  decided,  will  send  an 
extraordinary  Gazette.  You  have  obliged  me  be- 
yond expression,  by  your  kindness  to  aunt  Kitty  ;t 
she  will  drink  her  afitemoon  tea  at  Sheffield  next 
Friday.  For  my  sake  Lady  Sheffield  will  be  kind  to 
the  old  lady,  who  will  not  be  troublesome,  and  will 
vanish  at  the  first  idea  of  Brighton.  Has  not  that 
salubrious  air  already  produced  some  effects?  Peace 
will  be  proclaimed  to-morrow ;  odd !  as  war  was 
never  declared.  The  buyers  of  stock  seem  as  in^^ 
different  as  yourself  about  the  definitive  treaty. 
Tell  Maria,  that  though  you  had  forgotten  tlie 

.  *  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  formerly  in  a^iplomatic  situatioii  at  Paris  ^ 
a  man  well-infonned  in  the  commercial  relations  of  several  cout^ 
tries. 

-  t  Mrs.P6rtesi. 

.     ,  •  J  finales 
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Annates  dt  la  FeriUf  I  have  directed  them  to  be 
sent,  but  know  nothing  of.  their  plan  or  merit. 
Adieu.  When  you  see  my  Lady,  say  every  thing 
tender  and  friendly  to  her.  I  did  not  know  how 
much  I  loved  her.  She  may  depend  upon  my  keep- 
ing a  sepaiate,  though  not  perhaps  a  very  frequent 
account  with  her.  A  propose  I  think  aunt  Kitty 
has  a  secret  wish  to  sleep  in  my  room ;  if  it  is  not 
occupied,  she  might  be  indulg^r  Once  more, 
adieu« 

CLXXXIV. 
M.  Gibbon  d  M.  Deyverduk.  . 

Downing-streety  it  Londres,  ie  9  Septcjnbre,  1783. 

Selon  ma  diligence  ordinaire  je  r6pondis  le  31 
Juillet  k  votre  lettre  sans  date,  reipue  le  jour  aupa^ 
ravant.  Je  voyois  couler  le  mois  d*Ao At,  fortement 
persuade,  qu'il  ne  s'acheveroit  point,  sans  m'apporter 
votre  ultimatum.  Nous  Voici  au  9  Septembrci 
quarante  jours  depuis  ma  missive,  et  je  n*ai  point 
encore  de  vos  nouvelles !  II  est  vrai  que  des  vents 
contraires  nous  retiennent  deux  malles  de  Flandres, 
ct  vos  d^p^ches  peuvent  et  doivent  s*y  trouven 
Mais  si  elles  nc  m  appoi  tent  lien  de  votre  part,  je 
serai  tr^  ^tonn^,  et  pas  moins  embaiTass^.  Se  peut- 
il  que  vos  lettreis,  ou  les  miennes  se  soient  6gar6es 
en  chemin?  ^tes  vous  mort?  fetes  vous  malade? 
avez  vous  cliang6  d  avis  ?  est-iLsur\'enu  des  diffi- 
cult^? Je  vous  ai  ^crit  de  nouveau  le  19  Ao&t; 
mais  rincertitudc  de  nics  craintcs  mc  fait  encore 
hasarder  ce  billet.   Apr^s  des  travau;^:  iuouis,  j'ai 

'  enfin 
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cnfin  bris6  tous  mes  liens,  et  depuis  ma  r6solution 
je  n'ai  pas  eu  un  instant  de  regrets ;  ma  vive  impa-* 
tience  se  fortifie  tous  les  jours,  et  depuis  que  j'ai 
ttbandonn6  ma  maison  et  ma  bibliothfeque,  Tennui 
a  pr&t^  des  ailes  k  Tesp^rance  et  k  Tamiti^.  Enfin 
J'avois  &k6  tnoa  depart  au  conunencement  de  la 
demame ;  k  cette  heure  il  est  renvoy6  k  Vendredi 
prochain,  12  de  ce  mois,  dans  la  supposition  tou- 
jours  d'une  lettre  de  voire  part,  car  je  ne  sauroU 
entreprendre  ma  course  sans  6tre  assuf6  de  la 
ception  qui  m'attend  au  bout.  Je  me  ferai  toujours 
pT^^Ader  parun  mot  de  billet;  mais  la  saison  est 
tellement  orageuse,  qu'il  me  sera  impossible  d'arrfr* 
ter  le  jour  de  mon  arriv^e  Lausanne,  jusqu'cl  ce 
que  je  me  voye  en  8Uret6  au-del4  de  la  mer.  Adieu« 
Vous  derei  ^tie  de  retour  k  Lausanne.  Annoncez 
moi  aux  enfans  de  mes  ancienncs  connoissances. 

CLXXXV. 

Bdwarb  GibboKi  Esq.  to  the  Righi  HmwrabU 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Thursday,  September  1  lib,  1789.  • 

The  scheme''^  (which  you  may  impart  to  my  Lady) 
is  completely  vanished^  and  I  support  the  disap- 
pointment with  heroic  patience.  Craufurd  goes 
down  to  Chatsworth  to-morrow,  and  Fox  does  not 

> 

reeommend  my  waiting  for  the  event;  yet  the 

appointment  is  not  yet  declared,  and  I  am  ignorant 
9f  the.  name  and  merits  of  my  successful  compe- 

*  Of-  gbiag  As  SiCfHtiy  to  tbe  fiaibauy  to  Paiii. ' 

VOL.  n.  ^     V  titor. 


Digitized  by  Google 


322  LLrXKUS  TO  AXI>  IHOM 

titon   Is  it  not  woiiderful  that  I  am  still  in 

pence,  without  a  letter  from  Deyverdun?  No,  it 
is  not  wonderful,  since  no  Flanders  mail  is  arrived: 
to-moitow  three  will  be  due.  I  am  therefore  in  a 
miserable  state  of  doubt  and  anxiety;  in  a  much 
better  house  indeed  than  my  own,  but  without 
booksy  or  business,  or  society*  I  send  of  call  two 
or  three  times  each  day  to  Elmsly's,  and  can  only 
say  that  I  shall  fly  the  next  day,  Saturday,  Sunday, 
&c.  after  I  have  got  my  guietus.  No  news,  ex- 
cept that  we  keep  Negapatnam.  The  other  day 
the  French  Ambassador  mentioned  that  the  Em- 
press of  Russia,  a  precious  i  ^  had  proposed 

to  ratify  the  prificiples^of  the  armed  neutrality,  by 
a  defniitive  ti  caty ;  but  that  the  French,  obliging 
creatures  1  had  djeclaied,  that  they  woukl  neither 
•propose  nor  accept  an '  article  so  disagFeeahkr  to 
Englaml.  Crcy  Elliot  was  pleased  with  your  at- 
tention, and  says  you  arc  a  perfect  master  of  the 
subject.*  Adieu«  If  I  could  be  sure  that  no  'ttaii 
would  arrive  to-morrow,  I  would  run  down  with 
my  aunt.  My  heart  is  not  light.  I  embrace  my 
lady  with  true  affectioui  but  I  need  not  repeat  it. 

N^CLXXXVL 
Lord  Loughborough  io  Edward  Gibbon,  Esq. 

* 

My  D£AR  Sir,         Bediord-square,  Sept  lltb,  rrs^. 

This  is  not  literally  but  not  far  from  it,  the  first 
time  since  I  have  attempted  to  write;  when  you 

..    ^  did 


* 
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flid  me  the  favour  to  call,  I  was  less  abl^  to  speak* 

My  disorder,  which,  in  substance,*  I  believe,  was 
gout,  assumed  so  di^Vrent  a  form  that  it  misled 
my  medical  friends ;  and  in  the  puzzle  I  have  saf* 
feted  more,  and  been  more  seriously  in  danger  than 
I  ever  was.  At  present  I  recover  sensibly,  but  very 
slowly;  and  I  am  to  try  about- the  middle  of  the 
week»  a  very  slow  journey  to  Buxton* 

Your  lettep  was  a  real  addition. to  my  coniplaints 
at -the  time  I  received  it,  and  I  cannot  yet  bring 
myself  to  look  at  it  with  a  healthy  eye.  Many 
selfish  consiclcratious  mingle  themselves  with  my 
judgment  Upon  it,  and,  no  doubt,  bias  my  opii)jon4 
I  extremely  regret  the  loss  of  your  society,  which 
ill  a  more  settled  state  than  the  late  times  liave 
afforded,  1  hoped  to  liave  enjoyed  more  frequently* 
i  am  cdnfidetit  that  not  only  Lord  North,  biit  sonie 
other  friends  of  yours,  wlio,  if  any  thing  is  perma- 
nent, would  have  tbund  their  consequence  increase, 
never  would  have  lost  sight  of  yoUr  ohject. 
Absence  delays  and  slackens  the  tnost  active  pur- 
suits of  one's  friends,  and  though  some  of  us  will 
miss  you  too  often  to  forget,  we  shall  want  to  con- 

jure  you  back  again  to  remind  others. 

I  shall  beg  the  tavour  of  Lord  Sheffield  to  do 
nothing  about  your  seat  witliout  apprizing  me« 
My  state  of  health  drives  me  as  fast  as  I  can  to 
Buxton,  and  tlie  moment  I  feel  myself  re-esta- 
blished, ^  thousand  cares  will  bring  me  back  to 
London.  I  do  not  propose  to  be  gone  above  a 
•month,  and  I.  trust  you  will  not  have  taken  your 

YSi'  departure 
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departure  before  the  10th  of  next  months  when  1 
hope  to  see  you. 

I  ever  am,  my  deai*  Sir, 

Your's  most  sincerely, 

Loughborough. 

N°  CLXXXVII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Downing-street,  Friday,  Sept.  12th,  1783. 

Since  my  departure  is  near,  imd  inevitable,  you 
and  JjBdy  Sheffield  will  be  rather  sorry  than  glad  to 
hear  that  I  am  detained,  day  after  day,  by  the  caprice 
of  the  winds.  A  state  of  suspence  is  painful,  but 
it  will  be  alleviated  by  the  short  notes  which  I 
mean  to  write,  and  hope  to  receive,  every  post 
A  separation  has  some  advantages,  though  they 
are  purchased  with  bitter  pangs ;  among  them  is 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  how  dear  we  are  to  our 
friends,  and  how  dear  they  are  to  us.  It  y[i\l  be  a 
kind  office  to  sooth  aunt  Kitty's  sorrows,  and  *^  to 
rock  the  cradle  of  declining  age."  She  will  be 
vexed  to  hear  that  I  am  not  yet  gone ;  but  she  is 
reasonable  and  cheerful.  Adieu.  Most  truly  yours^ 

N°  CLXXXVIII. 
The  Same  to  the  Same* 

Downing-stieet,  S«tiirday,  September  f Stli,  ITBS. 
Enfin  la  bombe  a  crevS. — The  three  Flanders 
mails  are  arrived  this  day,  but  without  «ny  letteiB 
(kom  Deyverdun.  -  Mdst incomprehensible!  After 

many 
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many  adverse  reflections,  I  have  finally  resolved  to 
begin  my  journey  on  Monday;  a  heavy  journey, 
with  much  apprehension,  and  much  j  egret.  Yet 
I  consider,  first,  That  if  he  is  alive  and  well,  (an 
.unpleasant  if  J  scarcely  any  event  can  have  hap- 
pened to  disappoint  our  mutual  wishes;  and,  Sdly, 
That,  supposing  the  very  worst,  even  that  worst 
would  not  overthrow  my  general  plan  of  living 
.  abroad,  though  it  would  derange  my  hopes  of  a 
quiet  and  deUghtful  establishment  with  my  friend. 
Upon  the  whole,  without  giving  way  to  melan- 
choly fears,  my  reason  conjectures  that  his  indo- 
lence thought  it  superfluous  to  write  any  more, 
that  it  was  my  business  to  act  and  move,  and  his 
duty  to  sit  still  and  receive  me  with  open  arms. 
London  is  a  desert.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  found  me 
out  this  morning:  he  talks  with  rapture  of  visits  to 
•be  made  at  Sheffield,  and  returned  at  Brighton.  I 
envy  him  those  visits  more  than  the  red  ribbon. 
Adieu. 

^  CLXXXIX. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Dover,  Wednesday,  17th  September,  17S3| 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  best  laws  are  useless  without  proper  guardi- 
ans. Your  letter  per  Sunday's  post  is  not  arrived, 
(as  its  fate  is  uncertain  and  irrevocable,  you  must 
repeat  any  material  article,)  but  that  per  Monday's 
post  reached  me  last  night.  Olivar*  is  more  in- 
solent 

*  Mr.  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  only  mde  descendant  of  the  Pro* 
tector  ;  a  reipectaUe  Solicitor,  with  whom- 1*  tnumcted  lome 
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Solent  than  his  great-giandfather ;  but  you  will 
cope  with  one,  and  would  not  have  hsen  much 
afraid  of  the  other.  Last  night  the  wind  was  so 
high,  that  the  vessel  could  not  stir  from  the  har- 
bour; this  day  it  is  brisk  and  fair.  We  are  flat* 
tercd  with  the  hope  of  making  Calais  harbour  by 
the  same  tide,  in  three  hours  and  a  half;  but  any 
delay  will  leave  the  disagreeable  option  of  a  tot- 
.  tering  boat  or  a  tossing  night  What  a  cursed 
tiling  to  live  in  an  island,  this  step  is  more  awk- 
ward than  tlie  whole  journey!  The  triumvirate  of 
this  memorable  embarkation  will  consist  of  the 
grand  Gibbon,  Henry  Laurence,  Esq.  President  of 
Congress,  and  Mr.  Secretary,  Colonel,  Admiral^ 
Philosopher,  Thompson,*  attended  by  three hoicses, 
"who  are  not  the  most  agreeable  fellow  passengers. 
If  we  survive,  I  will  finish  and  seal  my  letter  at 
Calais.  Our  salvation  shall  be  ascribed  to  the 
prayers  of  my  Lady  and  Auntj  for  I  do  believ<5 
they  both  pray^ 

Boulogne,  Thursday  Morning,  Ten  o'clock. 
Instead  of  Calais,  the  wind  has  driven  us  to. 
Boulogne,  where  we  landed  in  the  evening,  with- 
out mxith  noise  and  difficulty.  The  night  is  pass- 
ed, the  custom-house  is  dispatched,  the  post-horses 
are  ordered,  and  I  shall  start  about  eleven  o'clock. 
X  had  not  the  least  symptom  of  sea-sickness,  while 

bntinets  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  and  why  my  frienci  denomi- 
nates him  proud  I  cannot  guess.   He  was  a  vejy  sensible  pleas- 
ing gentleman.  S. 
*  Now  Count  I^utaford, 
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my  companions  were  spewing  round  me.  Lau- 
rence has  read  the  pamphlet,  *  and  thmks  it  haa 

done  much  mischief.  A  good  sign !  Adieu.  The 
Captain  is  impatient.  I  shaU  reach  Lausanne  by 
the  end  of  next  week,  but  may  probably  write  oiii 
the  ro^d, 

N»  CXC. 

« 

Bpward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  SllILiTXELD. 

Langres,  September  23d,  1783* 
Let  the  geographical  Maria  place  before  you  the 

map  of  France,  and  trace  my  progress  as  far  as  this 
place,  through  the  following  towns:  Boulogne, 
(where  I  was  forced  to  land,)  St.  Omer,  (where  I 
recovered  my  road,)  Aire,  Bethune,  Douay,  Cam- 
bray,  St.  Quintin,  La  1' ere,  Laon,  llheims,  Chalons, 
St.  Dizier,aad  Langres,  where  I  have  just  fiiii9he4 
my  supper.  The  Inns,  in  general,  more  agreeable 
to.  thje  palate^  than  to  the  sight  or  smell.  But| 
with  some  short  exceptions  of  time  and  place,  I  have 
enjoyed  good  weather  and  good  roads,  and  at  the 
eiul  of  the  ninth  day,  I  feel  so  little  fatigued,  that^ 
t^ie  journey  appears  no  more  than  a.  pleasant  ai^t 
ing.  I  have  generally  conversed  with  Homer  apd 
Jjovd  Clarendon,  often  with  Caplin  ^nd  Muff;')' 
sometimes  with  the  French  postillions,  of  the 
tibovemei^tioned  animals  the  least  rational.  To- 

» 

•  Lord  Sheffield's  Observations  on  the  Commerce  of  the  Ame- 
rican States.  '  • 
t  liis  •dog. 

morrow 

i 
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morrow  I  lie  at  Besan^pon,  and^  according  to  the 
arrangement  of  post  or  hired  hors^,  shall  either 
aup  at  Jjauaanne  on  Friday,  or  dine  there  Saturd&y. 
From  Lausanne  I  will  immediately  write.  If 
aunt  Kitty's  gratitude  and  good-breeding  have  not 
driven  her  away  u^pon  the  first  whisper  of  Brighton, 
she  will  share  this  Ifitelligence;  if  she  is  gone,  a 
line  from  you  would  be  humane  and  attentive. 
Adieu,  I  am.  going  into  an  excellent  bed,  about 
^ix  feet  high  from  the  ground, 

CXCI- 

Edwabd  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  the  Right  Hanmrabk 

Zorif  Sheffield, 

LautaniM,  September  dOth,  1783, 

I  ARRIVED  safe  in  harbour  last  Saturday,  the 
S7th  instant,  about  tea  o'clock  in  the  morning,* 
(  hut  as  the  post  only  goes  out  twice  a  we^l^  it  was 
hot  in  my  power  to  write  before  this  day.  Except 
one  day,  between  Langres  and  Besan^on,  which 
Iras  laborious  enough,  I  finished  my  easy  and 
gentle  airing  without  any  fatigue,  either  of  mind 
or  body.  I  found  Deyverdun  well  and  happy, 
but  much  more  happy  at  the  sight  of  a  fUend^  and 
the  accomplishment  of  a  scheme  which  he  had  so 
long  and  impatiently .  desired, .  His  garden,  ter- 
race, and  parkf  have  even  exceeded  the  most  san- 
guine of  my  expectations  and  remembrances;  and 
you  yourself  cannot  have  forgotten  the  charming 
prospect  of  the  lake,  the  mountains,  and  the  decli- 
vity of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,   But  as  human  life  fs 

perpetually 
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perpetually  checiuered  with  good  and  evil,  I  have 
found  some  disappointmeats  on  my  arrival.  The 
easy  nature  of  Dey  verdun,  his  indolence^  and  his 
impatience,  had  prompted  him  to  reckon  too  posi- 
tively that  his  house  would  be  vacant  at  Michael- 
mas; some  unforeseen  difficulties  have  arisen^  or 
have  been  discovered  when  it  was  already  too  late, 
and  the  consummation  of  our  hopes  is  (I  am  much 
afraid)  postponed  to  next  spring.  At  first  I  vaa 
knocked  down  by  the  unexpected  tliunderbolt, 
but  I  have  gradually  been  reconciled  to  my  fate, 
and  have  granted  a  free  and  gracious  pardon  to 
my  friend.  As  his  own  apartment,  which  afforded 
me  a  temporary  shelter,  is  much  too  narrow  for  a 
settled  midence,  we  hired  for  the  winter  a  con* 
venient  ready-furnished  ^artment  in  the  nearest 
part  of  the  Rue  de  Bourg,  whose  back  door  leads 
in  three  steps  to  the  terrace  and  garden,  as  often 
as  a  tolerable  day  shall  tempt  us  to  enjoy  their 
beauties;  and  this  arrangement  has  even  its  ad- 
vantage, of  giving  us  time  to  delibeiite  and  pro- 
vide, before  we  enter  on  a  larger  and  mdre  regular 
establishment,  fiut  this  is  not  the  sum  of  my 
misfortunes;  hear,  and  pity!  The  day  after  my 
arrival  (Sunday)  we  had  just  finished  a  very  tem- 
perate dinner,  and  intended  to  begin  a  round  of 
visits  on  foot,  ehapeau  ims  te  brus^  when,  most 
unfortunately,  Deyverdun  proposed  to  shew  me 
something  in  the  court;  we  boldly  and  success- 
fully aiscended  a  flight  of  stone  steps,  but  in  the 
descent-  I  missed  my  footing,  and  strained,  or 
sprained^  my  wcle  in  a  painful  manner.   My  old 

latent 
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latent  enemy,  (I  do  not  mean  the  Devil,)  wlio  is' 
ah\  ays  on  the  watch,  has  made  an  ungenerous  use 
of  his  advantage,  and  I  much  fear  that  my  arrival- 
at  Lausanne  will  be  marked  with  a  fit  of  the  s^out, 
though  it  is  quite  unnecessary  that  the  intelligence 
or  suspicion  should  find  its  way  to  Bath.  Yester-* 
day  afternoon  I  lav,  or  at  least  sat,  in  state  to  re- 
ceive  visits,  and  at  tlie  same  moment  mv  room  was 
filled  with  four  different  nations.  The  loudest  of 
these  nations  was  the  single  voice  of  the  Abb6 
Raynal,  who,  like  your  friend,  has  chosen  this  place 
for  the  aqrlum  of  freedom  and  history.  His  con<^ 
versation,  which  might  be  very  agreeable,  is  in- 
tolerably loud,  peremptory,  and  insolent;  and  yoa 
would  imagine  that  he  alone  was  the  monarch  and 
legislator  of  the  world.  Adieu.  I  embrace  my 
Lady,  and  the  iutants.-  With  regard  to  the  im- 
portant transactions  for  which  you  are  consti- 
tuted' plenipotentiary,  I  expect  with  some  impa- 
tience, but  with  perfect  confidence,  the  result  of 
your  labours.  You  may  remember  wliat  I  men* 
tioned  of  my  conversation  with  Charles  Fox  about 
the  place  of  Minister  at  Berne:  I  have  talked  it 
over  with  Deyverdun,  who  does  not  dislike  the 
idea,  provided  this  place  was  allowed  to  be  my 
villa,  during  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  year;  hut 
for  my  part,  I  am  sure  that  ♦  *  *  *  ♦  are  worth 
more  dian  ministerial  friendship  and  gratitude;  so 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  they  are  preferable  to 
an  office  which  would  be  procured  with  difiiculty^ 
enjoyed  with  constraint  and  expense,  and.  lost, 

perhaps^ 
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perhaps,  next  April,  in  the  annual  revolution?  of 
our  domestic  government.   Again  adieu. 

m 

N°  CXCII. 

* 

JiDWARD  GiBiiON,  Esq.  io  the  Right  Honourable 

Lady  basFf  ield.  . 

Lau{>anne,  October  28tb,  176a. 

The  progress  of  my  gout  is  in  general  so  Tegu«> 
lar,  and  there  is  so  much  uniformity  in  the  History 

of  its  Decline  and  1  all,  that  I  have  hitherto  in- 
dulged my  laziness,  without  much  shame  or  re- 
morse, without  supposing  that  you  would  be  very 
anxious  fqr  my  safety,  which  h^  been  suilicicntly 
provided  for  by  die  triple  care  of  my  friend  Dey«* 
Verdun,  my  humbler  friend  Caplin,  and  a  very 
conversable  physician,  (not  the  famous  Tissot), 
whose  ordinary  fee  is  ten  batz,  about  fifteen  pence 
English*  After  the  usual  increase  and  decrease 
of  the  member  (for  it  has  been  coniined  to  the  in* 
jured  part)  tlie  gout  has  retired  in  good  order,  and . 
•the  remains  of  weakness,  which  obliged  me  io 
move  on  the  rugged  pavement  of  Lausanne  with  a 
stick,  or  rather  small  crutch,  are  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  sprain,  which  might  have  been  a  much«  more 
serious  business.  As  I  liave  now  spent  a  month 
at  Lausanne,  you  will  inquire  with  much  curiosity, 
more  kindness,  and  some  mixture  of  spite  and 
nialignit\%  how  far  the  place  has  answered  my  ex- 
pectations, and  whetiier  I  do  not  repent  of  a  reso- 
lution which  has  appeared  so  rash  and  ridicuknu 
fo  my  ambitious  friends?  To  tliis  question,  how- 
ever 
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erer  natural  and  reasonable,  I  shall  not  return  an 
immediate  answer^  for  two  l  easons :  1.  /  have  not 
yet  made  a  fair  trial.  The  disappointment  and 
delay  with  regard  to  Desrverdun's  house,  will  con- 
fine us  this  winter  to  lodgings,  rather  convenient 
than  spacious  or  pleasant.  I  am  only  beginning 
to  recover  my  strength  and  liberty,  and  to  look 
about  on  persons  and  things;  the  greatest  pai  t  of 
those  pefsons  are  in  the  country  taken  up  with 
their  vintage ;  my  books  are  not  yet  arrived,  and, 
in  short,  I  cannot  look  upon  myself,  as  settled  in 
that  comfortable  way  which  you  and  I  understand 
and  relish.  Yet  the  leather  has  been  heavenly, 
and  till  this  time,**  the  end  of  October,  we  enjoy 
4he  brightness  of  .the  sun,  and  somewhat  gently 
complain  of  its  immoderate  heat.  S.  If  I  diould 
be  too  sanguine  in  explaining  niy  satisfaction  in 
what  I  have  done,  you  would  ascribe  that  satirfao- 
iion  to  the  novelty  of  the  scene,  and  the  mpon-. 
stancy  of  man;  and  I  deem  it  far  more  safe  and 
prudent  to  postpone  any  positive  declaration,  till  I 
am  placed  by  experience  beyond  the  danger  of  re- 
pentance and  recantation.  Yet  of  one  thing  I  am 
sure,  that  I  possess  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in 
England,  die  best  cordial  of  life,  a  sincere,  tender, 
and  sensible  friend,  adorned  with  the  most  valuable 
and  pleasant  qualities  both  of  the  heart  and  head. 
The  inferior  enjoyments  of  leisure  and  sockty  are 
likewise  in  my  power;  and  in  the  short  excursions 
which  I  have  hitherto  made,  I  hav€  commenced  or 
icaewed  my  acqiunntaaoe  with  a  certsun  number  of 
persoiis^  more  especially  women,  (who,  at  least  in 

France 
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Fiance  and  this  country,  are  undoubtedly  superiop 

to  our  prouder  sex,)  of  rational  minds  and  elegant 
manners.  .  I  breakfast  alone,  and  have  declared 
that  I  receive  no  visits  in  a  morning,  which  you 
will  easily  suppose  is  devoted  to  study.  I  find  it 
impossible,  without  inconvenience,  to  defer  my 
dinner  beyond  two  o'clock.  We  have  got  a  very 
good  woman  cook.  Dey  verdun,  who  is  somewhat 
of  an  Epicurean  philosopher,  understands  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  table,  and  we  frequently  invite  a 
guest  or  two  to  share  our  luxurious,  but  not  extra- 
vagant repasts.  The  afternoons  are  (and  will  be 
much  more  so  hereafter)  devoted  to  society,  and  I 
shall  find  it  necessary  to  play  at  cards  much  oftener 
than  in  London:  but  I  do  not  dislike  that  way  of 
passing  a  couple  of  hours,  and  I  shall  not  be  ruined 
at  shilling  whist.  As  yet  I  have  not  supped,  but 
in  the  course  of  the  winter  I  must  sometimes  sa- 
crifice an  evening  abroad,  and  in  exchange  I  hope 
sometimes  to  steal  a  day  at  home,  without  going 
into  company.  ♦••••*« 

I  have  all  this  time  been  talking  to  Lord  Sheffield ; 
I  hope  that  he  has  dispatched  my  aflairs,  and  it 
would  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  that  I  am  no  longer 
member  ibr  Lymington,  nor  Lord  of  Lenbaraugk. 
Adieu.  I  feel  every  day  that  the  distance  serves 
only  to  make  me  think  with  more  tenderness  of  the 
persons  whom  I  love. 
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Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffijcld. 

Lausanne,  November  l4tb, 

La  ST  Tuesday,  November  eleventh,  after  plaguing 
and  vexing  yourself  all  the  morning,  about  some 
business  of  your  fertile  creation,  you  went  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  passed  the  afternoon, 
the  evening,  and  perhaps  the  night,  without  sleep 
or  food,  stifled  in  a  close  room  by  the  heated  respi-> 
ration  of  six  hundred  politicians,  iutlamcd  by  party 
and  passion,  and  tired  of  the  repetition  of  dnll  non- 
sense, which,  in  that  illustrious  assembly,  so  far 
outweighs^  the  proportion  of  reason  and  eloquence. 
On  tlie  same  day,  after  a  studious  mornings  a 
friendly  dinner,  and  a  cheerful  assembly  of  botb 
sexes,  I  retired  to  rest  at  eleven  o'clock,  satisfied 
with  the  past  day,  and  certain  that  the  next  would 
afford  me  the  return  of  the  same  quiet  and  rational 
enjoyments.  If  hich  lias  the  better  bargain  ?  Seri- 
,ously,  I  am  every  hour  more  grateful  to  my  own 
judgment  and  resolution,  and  only  regret  that  I  ee 
long  delayed  tlie  execution  of  a  favourite  plan, 
which  I  am  convinced  is  the  best  adapted  to  my 
'  character  and  inclinations.  Your  conjecture  of 
.  the  revolutions  of  my  face,  \vhcn  I  heard  that  tliQ 
house  was  for  this  winter  inaccessible,  is  probable, 
but  false.  I  bore  my  disappointment  with  the 
teuiper  of  a  sage,  and  only  use  it  to  render  the 
prospect  of  next  year  still  more  pleasing  to  my 

.     .  imagination. 
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ima^nation.  You  are  likewise  mistaken,  in  inii 
puting  niy  fkll  to  the  awkwardness  of  my  limbs. 

The  same  accident  might  have  happened  to  Slings- 
by  himself,  or  to  any  hero  of  the  age,  the  most  dis* 
tinguishcd  for  his  bodily  acthity.  I  have  now 
resumed niy  entire  strength,  and  walk  with  caution, 
yet  with  speed  and  satety,  through  the  streets  of 
this  mountainous  city.  After  a  montli  of  the 
finest  autunui  I  ever  saw,  the  hise*  made  mc  feel 
my  old  acquaintance;  tlie  weather  is  now  milder, 
and  this  present  day  is  dark  and  riainy,  not  much  ' 
better  than  what  you  probably  enjoy  in  England. 
The  town  is  comparatively  empty,  but  tlie  Noblesse 
ate  returning  every  day  from  dieir  chateaux,  and  I 
aheady  perceive  that  I  shall  have  more  reason  to 
complain  of  dissipation  than  of  dulness.  As  I  told 
Lady  S.  I  am  afraid' of  being  too  raah  and  hasty  ini 
expressing  my  satisfaction;  but  I  must  again  re- 
peat,, that  a})|)carances  are  extremely  favourable. 
I  -am  sensible  that  general  praise  conveys  no  dis*' 
tinct  ideas,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  enter  into  par- 
ticulars where  tlie  individuals  are  unknown,  or  iur^ 
different  to  our  correspondent  You  liave  ibi^t* 
ten  the  old  generation,  and  in  twenty  years  a  new 
one  is  grown  up.  Death  has  swept  many  liom  the 
world,  and  chance  or  choice  has  brought  many  to 
this  place.  If  you  inquire  after  yonr  old  acquaint- 
ance Catherine,  you  must  be  told,  that  she  is  soli- 
tiuy,  ugly,  blind,  and  universally  forgotlten.  Your 
later  flame,  and  our  goddess,  the  ElLza/l  passed  a 

'  ♦.The  North  East  wiml. 

(\*      '  ...» 
t  I^dy  Elizabeth  Foster,  now  Duchess  of  Devonshire. 

nionth  • 
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month  at  the  inn.  She  came  to  consult  Ymot, 
and  was  acquainted  .with  Cerjat.   And  now  10 

business. 

With  regard  to  meaner  cases,  these  are  two^  which 
you  can  and  will  undertake.    1 .  As  I  have  not  re*' 

nounced  my  country,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  of 
your  parliamentary  squabbles,  which  may  be  done, 
with  small  trouble  and  expense.  A£ter  an'in^ 
teresting  debate,  my  Lady  in  due  time  may  cut 
the  speeches  from  Wood£dl.  *You  will  write  or 
dictate  any  curioua  anecdote,  and  the  whole,  in- 
closed in  a  letter,  may  be  dispatched  to  Lausanne. 
2.  A  set  of  Wedge  wood  china,  which  we  talked  of 
in  London,  and  which  would  be  most  acceptable 
here.  As  you  have  a  sort  of  a  taste,  I  leave  to  your 
own  choice  the  colour  and  the  pattern;  but  as  I 
have  the  inclination  and.  nieans  to  live  very  hand* 
somely  here,  I  desire  that  the  size  and  number  of 
things  may  be  adequate  to  a  plentiful  table.  If 
you  see  Lord  North,  assure  him  of  my  gratitude; 
had  he  been  a  more  successful  friend,  I  should  now 
be  drudging  at  the  Board  of  Customs,  or  vexed 
with  business  in  the  amiable  society  of  "i-. 
To  Lord  Loughborougli  present  an  affectionate 
sentiment;  I  am  satisfied  of  his  intention  to  serve 
me,  i£  I  'had  not  been  in  such  a  fidget.  I  am  sore 
you  will  not  fail,  while  you  are  in  town,  to  visit 
and  comfort  poor  aunt  Kitty.  I  wrote  to  her  on 
my  first  arrival,  and  she  may  be  assured  that  I  will 
not  neglect  her.  To  my  Lady  I  say  nothing;  we 
have  now  our  private  correspondence,  into  which 
the  eye.  of  an  husband  should  not  be  pennitted  to 

intrude. 
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f ntrudf .  I  am  really  satisfied  with  the  success  of 
the  pamphlet;*  ugt  only  because  1  have  a  sueak- 
'  ing  kindness  for  the  author,  but  as  it  shews  me 
that  plain  sense,  full  information,  and  warm  spirit, 
are  still  acceptable  in  the  world.  You  talk  of 
Lausanne  as  a  place  of  retirement,  yet,  from  the 
situation  and  freedom  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  all 
nations,  and  all  extraordinary  characters,  are 
astonished  to  ineet.  each  other.  Hie  Abb6  RaLymlf, 
the  grand  Gibbon,  and  Mercier,  author  of  the. 
Tableau  de  Pa?^is,  have  been  in  the  same  room. 
The  other  day  the  Prince  and  Pruicess  de  Ligne, 
the  Duke  and  Duchess  d'Ursel,  &c.  came  trom 
Brussels  on  pui-pose  (literally  true)  to  act  a  comedy 
at  *  *  in  the  country.    He  was  dying,  and 

could  not  ^pean  but  we  had  comedy,  ball,  and 
supper.  The  event  seems  to  have  revived  him; 
for  that  great  man  is  fallen  from  his  ancient  glory, 
imd  his  nearest  relations  refuse  to  see  him.  I  told 
you  of  poor  Catherine*s  deplorable  state;  but 
Madame  de  Mesery,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  is 
still  handsome.  Adieu. 

V 

CXCI V. 

EpwaIid  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Hmmrab^ 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Lausanne,  December  20di,  1783* 

..  I  HAVE  received  both  your  epistles ;  and  as  any 
excuse  will  serve  a  man  who  is  at  tiie  same  tim^ 

i  ■ 

« 

^  Obiervatioiif  on  tlie  Commerce  with  th«  American  Statsit 
i   TOle,  VL  ^  very 
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very  busy  and  very  idle,  I  patiently  expected  tlic 
second,  before  I  entertained  any  thoughts  of  an- 
swering the  first. 

I  therefore  conclude,  that  on  every  principle  of 
(Common  sense,  before  this  moment  your  active 
zeal  has  already  expelled  me  from  the  house,  to 
whichy  without  regret,  I  bid  an  everlasting  faieweL 
The  agreeable  hour  of  five  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
at  which  you  commonly  retire,  docs  not  tend  to 
revive  my  attachment;  but  if  you  add  the  soft 
houiB  of  your  morning  Committee  *  in  the  discus* 
sion  of  taxes,  customs,  frauds,  smugglers,  &c.  I 
think  I  should  beg  to  be  released  and  quietly  sent 
to  the  gallieSy  as  a  place  of  leisure  -and  fre^sdom. 
Yet  I  do  not  depart  from  my  general  principles  of  . 
toleration.  Some  animals  are  made  to  live  in  the 
water,  others  dn  tlie  earth,  many  in  the  air,  a^d 
some,  as  it  is  now  believed,  even  in  fire.  Your 
present  hurry  of  Parliament  I  perfectly  understand; 
when  opposition  make  the  attack,  - 

"  llonc 

Momento  cUa  mon  venit,  aut  victoria  lata* 

fiut  when  the  minister  brings  forward  any  strdnjf 
and  decisive  measure,  he  at  length  prevails ;  but 
hia  progress  is  retarded  at  every  step,  and  m  ev^ 
stage  of  the  bill,  by  a  pertinacious,  though  unsuc* 
cessful,  minority.  I  am  not  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
splendour  of  Fox ;  I  am  proud,  in  a  foreign  coun*  * 
try,  of  his  fame  and  abilities,  and  our  little  aniino^ 

*  A  Aciect  Committee  fof  ioquirii^  into  frauds  eonunitted  in 
respect  to  the  reve^ue^ 

skiet 
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business,  I  scarcely  know  what  to  tliink :  the  viccji 
of  the  Company,*  both  in  their  persons  and  theit 
constitution,  were  ihanifold  and  manifest ;  tiie  dam 
ger  was  imminent,  and  such  an  empire,  with  thirty 
millions  of  subjects,  was  not  to  be  lost  for  tiiflesi 
Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  the  faith  of  charters,  the 
rights  of  property !  I  hesitate  and  tremble.  Such 
an  innovation  would  at  least  require  that  the  remedy 
should  be  as  certain  as  the  evil,  and  the  proprietors 
may  perhaps  insinuate,  that  they  were  as  competent 
guardians  of  their  own  affairs,  as  either  *  * 
Of*  *.#  *  ♦  *  Their  acting  without  ar 
salary,  seems  childish,  and  their  not  being  remov* 
able  by  the  Crown,  is  a  strange  and  dangerous 
precedent  But  enough  of  politics,  which  I  now 
begin  to  yiew  through  a  thin,  cold,  distant  cloud, 
yet  not  without  a  reasonable  degree  of  curiosity 
and  patriotism.  From  the  papers  (especially  when 
you  add  an  occasional  slice  of  the  Chronicle)  I  shall 
be  amply  informed  of  facts  and  debates.  From  you 
i  expect  the  causes,  rather  tlian  tlie  events^  the 
true  springs  of  action,  and  those  interesting  toecs 
dotes  which  seldom  ascend  the  garret  of  a  Fleet- 
street  editor.  You  say  that  many  friends  (alias 
acquaintance)  have  expressed  curiosity  and  con« 
cem ;  I  should  not  wish  to  be  immediately  forgot- 
ten. That  others  (ypu  once  mentioned  Geraid 
Hamilton)  condemn  gdvermnent,  for  suffering  the 


*  Ea^t  India  Company. 
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deptarture  of  a  man  who  might  have  done  theili 
some  credit  and  some  service,  perhaps  as  rnucH  as 

♦  ♦  •  #  himself.  To  you,  in  the  confidence  of 
friendship,  and  without  either  pride  or  resent- 
ment, I  wi^  ftirly  own  that  I  am  ^mewhat  of 
Gerard^s  opinion ;  and  if  I  did  not  compare  it  with 
the  rest  of  his  character,  I  should  be  astonished  that 
*  *  *  suffered  me  to  depart,  without  even  a 
civil  answer  to  my  letter.  Were  I  capable  of 
liating  a  man,  whom  it  is  not  easy  to  hate,  I  should 
find  myself  amply  revenged  by  *  *  But  the 
happy  souls  in  Paradise  are  susceptible  only >>f  love 
and  pity,  and  though  Lausanne  is  not  a  Paradise, 
more  especially  in  winter,  I  do  assure  you,  in  sober 
prose,  that  it  has  hitherto  fulfilled,  and  even  sur- 
passed, my  warmest  expectation.  Yet  I  often  cast 
a  look  toward  Shetheld-Place,  where  you  now  re- 
pose, if  you  can  repose,  during  the  Christmas  recess* 
Embrace  my  Lady,  the  3'oung  Baroness,  and  the 
gentle  Louisa,  and  insinuate  to  your  silent  Consort, 
that  separate  letters  require  separate  answers.  Had 
I  an  air  balloon,  the  great  topic  of  modem  conver- 
sation, I  would  call  upon  you  till  the  meeting  of 
Parliament  Vale. 

m 

N°  CXCV. 
Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  Airs.  Port£n. 

Dbab  Maham,  Ltusaiine,  December  27th,  l/SSi. 

Tu£  unfortunate  are  loud  and  loquacious  in  their 
tomplaints,  but  real  happiness  is  content  with  its 

o^vn  silent  cnjoyuient;  and  if  tliat  happiness  is  of 

4  quiet 
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a  quiet  uniform  kind,  we  suffer  clays  and  weeks  to 
elapse  without  communicating  our  sensations  to  a 
distant  friend.  By  you,  therefore,  whose  temper 
and  understanding  have  extracted  from  human  hfc 
on  every  occasion  the  best  and  most  comfortable 
ingredients,  my  silence  \v\Ll  always  be  interpreted 
as  an  evidence  of  content,  and  you  Av  ould  only  be 
alarmed  (the  danger  is  not  at  hand)  by  the  too  fre- 
quent repetition  of  my  letters.  Perhaps  I  should 
have  continued  to  slumber,  I  don't  know  how  long, 
had  I  not  been  awakened  by  the  anxiety  which 
you  express  in  your  last  letter.  ***** 

In  speaking  of  the  happiness  which  I  enjoy, 
you  will  agree  with  me,  in  giving  the  preference 
to  a  sincere  and  sensible  friend ;  and  though  you 
cannot  discern  the  full  extent  of  his  merit,  you  will 
easily  believe  that  Deyvcrdun  is  the  man.  Perhaps 
two  persons  so  perfectly  fitted  to  live  together,  were 
never  formed  by  nature  and  education.   We  have 
'  both  read  and  seen  a  great  variety  of  objects ;  the 
lights  and  shades  of  our  different  characters  are 
happily  blended,  and  a  friendship  of  thirty  years 
has  taught  us  to  enjoy  our  mutual  ad^ntages,  and 
to  support  aur  unavoidable  imperfections.    In  love 
and  marriage,  some  harsh  sounds  will  sometimes 
interrupt  the  harmony,  and  in  the  course  of  time, 
like  our  neighbours,  we  must  expect  some  disagree- 
able moments;  but  confidence  and  freedom  are  the 
two  pillars  of  our  union,  and  lam  much  mistaken, 
if  the  building  be  not  solid  and  comfortable.  In 
this  season  1  rise  (not  at  four  in  the  morning) 
but  4  little  before  eight ;  at  nine,  I  am  called  from 

z  3  .  my 
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my  study  to  breakfast,  which  I  always  perforni 
^Ibne,  in  the  English  style,  and,  with  the  aid  of 
Caplin,*  I  perceive  no  difference  between  Lausanne 
and  Bentinck-street.    Our  mornings  are  usually 
passed  in  separate  studies;  we  never  approach  each 
other's  door  without  a  previous  message,  or  thrice 
knocking,  .and  my  apartment  is  already  sacred  and 
formidable  to  strangers.    I  dress  at  half  past  one, 
and  at  two  (an  early  hour,  to  which  I  am' not  per- 
fectly reconciled)  we  sit  down  to  dinner.  After 
dinner,  and  the  departure  of  our  company,  one, 
two,  or  tlu-ee  friends,  we  read  together  some  amus* 
ing  book,  or  play  at  chess,  or  retire  to  our  rooms, 
or  make  visit^  or  go  to  the  coffee-house.  Between 
six  md  seven  the  assemblies  begin,  and  I  am 
oppressed  only  with  their  number  and  variety. 
Whist,  ^t  shillings  or  half-crowns,  is  the  game  I 
g^erally  play,  and  I  play  three  rubbers  witii  plea- 
sure.    Between  nine  and  ten  we  withdraw  to  our 
bread  and  cheese,  and  friendly  converse,  which 
sends  us  to  bed  at  eleven :  but  these  sober  hours 
are  too  loften  interrupted  by  private  or  numerous 
suppers,  which  I  have  not  the  courage  to  resist, 
though  I  practise  a  laudable  abstinence  at  the  best 
furnished  tables.    Su^h  is  the  skeleton  of  my  life  ; 
it  is  impossible  to  communicate  a  perfect  idea  of  • 
the  vital  and  substantial  parts,  the  characters  of  tlie 
inen  and  women  with  whom  I  have  very  easily 
connected  myself  in  looser  and  closer  bonds,  ac- 
cording, to  their  inclination  and  my  own.   If  I  do 

*  Ha  English  yalet  de  chambie. 
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not  deceive  myself,  and  if  Deyverdun  does  not 
flatter  me,  I  am  already  a  general  favourite  ^  and 
a3  our  likings  and  dislikes  are  commonly  mutual, 
I  am  equally  satisfied  with  the  freedom  and  ele* 
gance  of  manners,  and  (after  proper  allowances  and 
exceptions)  with  the  worthy  and  amiable  qualities 
of  many  individuals.  Tlie  autumn  has  been  beau- 
tiful, and  the  winter  hitherto  mild,  but  in  January 
we  must  expect  some  severe  frost.  Instead  of 
rolling  in  a  coach,  I  walk  the  streets,  wrapped  up 
in  a  fur  cloak  ;  but  this  exercise  is  wholesome,  and 
except  an  accidental  fit  of  the  gout  of  a  few  days, 
I  never  enjoyed  better  health.  I  ain  no  longer  in 
Pavillard's  house,  where  I  was  almost  starved  ^vith 
cold  and  hunger,  and  you  may  be  assured  ihat  I 
now  enjoy  every  .benefit  of  comfort,  plenty,  and 
even  decent  luxury.  You  wish  me  happy ;  acknow- 
ledge that  such  a  life  is  more  conducive  to  happi- 
ness, than  five  nights  in  the  week  passed  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  or  five  mornings  spent  at  the 
Custom-house.^  Send  me,  in  return,  a  fair  account 
of  your  own  situation  in  mind  and  body.  I  am 
satisfied  your  own  good  sense  would  have  recon- 
ciled you  to  inevitable  separation ;  but  there  never 
was  a  more  suitable  diversion  than  your  visit  to 
Sheffield-Place.  Anv>ng  the  innumerable  proofs 
of  friendship  which  I  have  received  from  that 
family,  there  are  none  which  affect  me  more  sen^ 
sibly  than  their  kind  civilities  to  you,  though  I 
am  persuaded  that  they  are  at  least  as  much  on 
your  account  as  on  mine.  At  length  Madame  de 
*  #  t  *  •  jg  delivered  by  her  tyrant's  death; 

z4  her 
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her  daughter,  a  valuable  woman  of  this  place^  has 
made  some  inquiries,  and  though  her  own  circum* 
stances  are  narrow,  she  will  not  suffer  her  father's 
widow  to  be  left  totally  destitute.  I  am  glad  you  . 
derived  so  much  melancholy  pleasure  from  the 
letters,  yet  had  I  known  it,  I  should  have  witUield 

N°  CXCVI. 

£dward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Hanwr^k 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Lausanne,  January  24th,  1784b 

ft 

WiTHiK  two  or  three  days  after  your  last  gror 

.  cious  epistle,  your  complaints  were  silenced,  and 
your  inquiries  were  satisfied,  by  an  ample  dispatch 
of  four  pages  wUch  overflowed  the  inside  of 
the  cover,  and  in  which  I  exposed  my  opinions 
of  tilings  in  general^  public  as  well  as  private, 
as  they  existed  in  my  mipd,  in  my  state  of  igno* 
tance  and  error,  about  the  eighteenth  or  twen? 
ticth  of  last  month.  Within  a  week  after  tliat 
date  I  epistolisedy  in  the  same  rich  and  copious 
strain,  the  two.  venerable  females  of  Newman- 
street  and  Bath,  whose  murmurings  must  now  be 
^  cdianged  into  songs  of  gratitude  and  applause.  IVIy 
correspondence  with  the  holy  ma£ro;n  of  North* 
amptonsliirc  has  been  less  lively  and  loquacious. 
You  have  not  forgotten  the  author's  vindication  of 
himself  from  the  foul  calumnies  of  pretended 
Christians.   Within  a  fortnight  after  his  arrival  at 

Lausanne^ 
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Lausaime,  he  communicated  the  joyful  event  to 
Mrs.  Esther  Gibbon:    She  answered,  per  returned 

post,  both  letters  at  the  same  time,  and  in  very 
dutiful  language,  almost  excusing  her  advice,  which 
was  intended  for  my  spiritual,  as  well  as'temporal 
good,  and  assuring  me,  that  nobody  should  be  able 
to  ifffure  me  with  her.  Unless  the  saint  i$  an  hy- 
pocrite, such  an  expression  must  convey  a  favour* 
able  and  important  meaning.  At  all  events,  it  is 
worth  giving  ourselves  some  trouble  about  her, 
without  indulging  any  sanguine  expectations  of 
inheritance.  So  much  for  my  females ;  with  re- 
gard to  my  male  correspondents,  you  are  the  only 
one  to  whom  I  have  given  any  signs  of  my  eiList* 
ence,  though  I  have  formed  many  a  generous  re- 
sohition.  Yet  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  kind  and 
friendly  manner  in  which  Lord  Loughborough 
has  distinguished  me.  He  could  have  no  induce- 
ments of  interest,  and  now  that  I  view  the  distant 
picture  with  impartial  eyes,  I  am  convinced  that 
(for  a  statesman)  he  was  sincere  in  his  wishes  Uk 
jserve  me.  When  you  see  him,  the  Paynes,  Eden, 
Craufurd,  &c.  tell  $hem  that  I  am  well,  happy,  and 
ashamed.  On  your  side,  the  zeal  and  diligence  of 
your  pen  has  surprised  and  delighted  me,  and  your 
^ters^  at  this  interestipg  momenty  are  exactly  such 
as  I  wished  them  to  be — ^authentic  anecdotes,  and. 
rational  speculations,  worthy  of  a  man  who  acts  a 
part  in  the  great  theatre,  and  who  fills  a  seat,  not 
only  in  the  general  Pandsemonium,  but.  in  the  pri- 
vate council  of  the  Princes  of  the  infernal  regions. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  detail  of  parliamentary  opera- 
tions, I  must  repeat  my  request  to  you,  or  rather 
to  my  Lady,  who  will  now  be  on  the  spot,  that 
she  will  write,  not  with  her  pen,  but  with  her  scis- 
sars,  and  tliat  after  every  debate  which  deserves  to 
pass  the  sea  and  the  mountains^  she  will  dissect  the 
iaithful  narrative  of  Wocklfall,  and  send  it  off  by 
tjhe  next^post,  as  an  agreeable  supplement  to  the 
meagre  accounts  of  our  weekly  papers.  The  won- 
derful revolutions  of  last  month  have  sounded  to 
my  ear  more  like  the  shifting  scenes  of  a  comedy, 
or  comic  opera,  than  like  the  sober  events  of  real 
and  modem  history;  and  the  irregularity  of  our 
Winter  posts,  which  sometimes  retarded,  and  some- 
times hastened  the  arrival  of  the  dispatches,  has^ 
increased  the  confusion  of  our  ideas.  Surely  the 
Lord  has  blinded  the  eyes  of  Pharaoh  and  his  ser- 
vants ;  the  obstinacy  of  last  spring  was  nothing 

'  compared  to  the  headstrong  and  headlong  mad- 
ness of  this  winter,  t  expect  with  much  im- 
patience the  first  days  of  your  meeting ;  the  purity 
and  integrity  of  the  coalition  will  suffer  a  fiery 

.  trial ;  but  if  they  are  true  to  themselves  and  to  each 
other,  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  must 
prevail ;  the  rebellion  of  the  young  gentlemen  will 
be  crushed,  and  the  masters  will  resume  the  go- 
vernment of  the  school.  Aft^r  the  address  and  an- 
swer, I  have  no  conception  that  Parliament  can  be 
dissolved  during  the  session;  but  if  the  present 
Ministry  can  outlive  the  storm,  I  think  the  death- 
V  warrant  will  infallibly  be  signed  in  tlie  summer. 

Here 
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Here  1  blush  for  my  country,  without  confessing 
har  shame.   Fox  acted  hke  a  man  of  honour,  yet 

.surely  his  union  with  Pitt  affords  the  only  hope  of 
salvation.  How  miserably  are  we  wasting  th^ 
season  of  peace ! 

I  have  written  three  pages  before  I  come  to  my 
own  business  and  feeUngs.  ****•.*♦ 

N°  CXCVII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Ilonourabk 

Lord  Sheffield.  • 

Babov  !  Lausanne,  February  2cl,  1 7S4. 

After  my  last  enormous  dispatch,  nothing  can 
remain,  except  some  small  gleanings;  or  occasional 

hints :  and  thus  in  order :  I  am  not  conscious  that 
any  of  your  valuable  MSS.  liave  miscarried,  or 
that  I  have  omitted  to  answer  any  essential  parti- 
culars. They  stand  in  my  bureau  carefully  ar- 
ranged, and  docketed  under  the  following  dates ; 
September  twenty-three,  October  twenty-three^ 
November  eighteen,  December  two,  December 
fifteen,  December  nineteen,  December  twenty- 
three,  December  twelnty-nine,  January  sixteen, 
which  last  I  received  this  day,  February  second. 
For  greater  perspicuity,  it  will  not  be  amiss  (on 
either  side)  to  number  our  future  epistles,  by  a  con- 
spicuous Roman  character  inscribed  in  the  front, 
to  which  wc  ;nay  at  any  time  refer.  But  instead 
'of  writing  by  Ostend,  the  shorter  and  surer  way, 
f  specially  on  all  occasions  that  desiprve  celerity,  will 

be 
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be  to  inclose  them  to  my  banker,  •M.  de  Lessart  at 

Paris,  who  will  forward  them  to  me.  Through 
Germany  the  passage  by  sea  is  more  uncertam,  the 
roads  worse,  and  the  distance  greater :  we  often 
complain  of  delay  and  irregularity  at  this  interest- 
ing moment.    By  your  last  I  iind  that  you  have 
boldly  and  generously  opened  a  treaty  with  the* 
enemy,  which  I  proposed  with  fear  and  hesitation. 
I  impatiently  expect  the  result ;  and  again  repeat, 
that'  whateper  you  can  obtain  for  *  *  ♦  *  I  shall 
consider  it  as  so  much  saved  out  of  the  fire,  ftc.  &c. 
Do  you  rememher  Dunning's  motion  (in  the  year 
17S0)  to  address  the  Crown  against  a  dissolution  of 
Parliament ;  a  simple  address  we  rejected,  as  an  in* 
/rin^ement  on  the  prerogative  ?  yet  how  far  short 
of  these  stiong  democraiical  measures,  for  which 
you  have  probahly  voted,  as  I  should  probably 
have  done  :  such  is  the  contagion  of  party.  Fox 
drives  most  furiously,  yet  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  Pitt's  moderation  and  character  should  in- 
sensibly win  the  nation,  and  even  the  House,  to  • 
espouse  his  cause.    *      •      *      *    ^  ♦  *" 
Unless  when  I  look  back  on  England  with  a  selfish 
or  a' tender  regard,  my  hours  roll  away  very  plea- 
santly, and  I  can  again  repeat  witii  truth,  that  I 
have  not  regretted  one  single  moment  the  step 
which  I  have  taken.   We  are  now  at  the  height  of 
the  winter  dissipation,  and  I  am  peculiarly  happy 
when  I  can  steal  away  from  great  assemblies^  and 
suppers  of  twenty  or  thirty  people,  to  a  morei* 
private  party  of  some  of  those  persons  whom  I  begin 

to 
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to  call  my  friends.  Till  we  are  settled  in  our 
house  little  can  be  expected  on  our  side ;  yet  I  have 

already  given  tw  o  or  three  handsome  dinners ;  and 
though  every  thing  is  grown  dearer,  I  am  not 
alarmed  at  the  general  view  of  my  expense.  Dey« 
verdun  sakites  you ;  and  we  are  agreed  that  few 
married  couples  are  better  entitled  to  the  flitch  of 
bacon  than  we  shall  be  at  the  end  of  the  year« 
When  I  had  written  about  half  this  epistle  my 
books  arrived :  at  our  first  meeting  all  was  rapture 
and  oonfusioui  and  two  or  three  posts,  from  the 
second  to  this  day,  the  fourteenth,  have  been  suf- 
fered to  depait  unnoticed.  Your  letter  of  the 
twenty-seventh  of  Janualy,  which  was  not  received 
till  yesterday,  has  again  awakened  me,  and  I  thought 
the  surest  way  would  be  to  send  oif  this  single 
sheet  without  any  farther  delay. 

I  sincerely  r^oice  in  the  stability  of  Parli»> 
ment  ;*  and  the  first  faint  dawn  of  reconciliation, 
which  must  however  be  effected  by  the  equal  ba- 
.  lance  of  parties,  rather  than  by  the  wisdom  of  the 
country  gentlemen.t 

My  Lady  ! — But  it  would  be  highly  incongruous 
to  begin  my  letterat  the  bottom  of  the  page.  Adieu, 
therefore,  till  next  post 

•  This  supposition  was  founded  on  Mr.  Banks'*  declaration  iu 
the  name  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
t  At  tbe  St.  Albao'i  Tavern. 
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N°  cxcviii. 

* 

Edwakd  GiBBQN,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honoiu^ablc 

Lord  Sheffield/ 

Lausanne,  May  11th,  178#. 

Alas!  alas!  alas!  We  may  now  exchange  out 
mutual  condolence.  Last  Christmas,  oti  the  change 
of  administrjttion,  I  was  struck  with  the  thunder^ 
bolt  of  the  unexpected  event,  and  in  tlie  approach- 
ing dissolution  I  foresaw  the  loss  of  *  -  *  * 
•  *  •  •  The  long  continuance  and 
various  changes  of  the.  tempest  rendered  me  by  de- 
grees callous  and  insensible;  when  the  art  of  tlie 
mariners  was  exhausted  I  felt  that  we  were  sink* 
ing,  I  expected  the  ship  to  founder,  and  when  the 
fatal  moment  arrived,  I  was  even  pleased  ta  be  de* 
livered  from*  hope  and  fear,  to  the  calmness  of 
despair.  I  now  tuin  my  eyes,  not  on  the  past, 
but  on  the  present  and  the  future ;  what  is  lost  I 
try  to  consider  as  if  it  never  had  existed;  and 
every  day  I  congratulate  my  own  good  fortune,  let 
me  say  my  prudence  and  resolution,  in  migrating 
from  your  noisy  st^^  to  a  scene  of  repose  and  con- 
tent. But  even  in  this  separate  state,  I  was  still 
anxious  for  my  friend  upon  English  earth,  and  at 
first  was  much  delighted  with  your  hinti  that  you 
were  setting  off  for  Coventry,  without  any  project 
of  an  opposition.  Every  post,  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays,  I  eagerly  looked  tor  the  intelligence  of 
your  victory ;  and  in  spite  6f  my  misbehaviour^ 
which  I  do  not  deny,  I  must  abuse  my  Lady^  rather 
ttian  you,  for  leaving  me  in  so  painful  situation. 

Each 
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Each  day  raised  and  increased  my  apprehension ; 
the  Courier  de  I' Europe  first  announced  the  con- 
test, the  English  papers  proclaimed  your  defeat, 
and  your  last  letter,  which  I  received  four  days 
ago,  shewed  me  that  you  exerted  first  the  spirit^ 
and  at  last  the  temper  of  an  hero.  I  am  not  nmch 
surprised  that^ou  should  have  been  swept  away 
in  the  general  unpopularity,  since  even  in  this  quiet 
place,  your  friends  are  considered  as  a  factious 
crew,  .acting  in  direct  opposition  both  to  the  King 
and  people.  For  myself  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to 
say.  If  thi^  repulse  should  teach  you  to. renounce 
all  connection  with  Kings  and  Ministers,  and 
Patriots  and  Parties,  and  Parliaments;  for  all  of 
which  you  arc  by  many  degrees  too  honest;  I 
should  exclaim,  with  Teague  of  respectable  me- 
mory, By  my  shoul,  dear  joy,  you  have  gained^ 
a  loss."  Private  life,  whether  contemplative  or 
active,  has  surely  more  solid  and  independent  ~ 
charms;  you  have ^i^ine  domestic  comforts ;  Shef- 
field-place is  still  susceptible  of  usefiil  and  oma* 
mental  improvements,  (alas!  how  much  better 
might  even  the  last  pounds  have  been  laid  out !) 
and  if  these  cares  are  not  sufficient  to  occupy  your 
leisure,  I  can  trust  your  restless  and  enterprising 
spirit  to  find  new  methods  to  preserve  you  from 
the  insipidity  of  riepose.  But  I  much  fear  your 
discontent  and  regret  at  being  excluded  from  that 
'  Pandsemonium  which  we  have  so  often  cursed,  as 
long  as  you  were  obliged  to  attend  it  The  leaden 
of  the  party  will  flatter  you  with  the  opinion  of  their 
I    iriendship  and  your  own  importance^  tiie  warmth 

of 
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of  your  temper  makes  you  credulous  and  unsus- 
picious ;  and,  like  the  rest  of  our  species,  iniale  and 

female,  you  are  not  absolutely  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
praise.  Some  other  place  will  be  suggested,  easy^ 
honourable,  certain,  where  nothing  is  wanted  but 
a  man  of  character  and  spirit  to  head  a  superior 
interest ;  the  oppositira,  if  any^  is  contemptible^ 
and  the  expense  cannot  be  large.  You  will  go 
down,  find  almost  every  circumstance  falsely  stated, 
repent  that  you  had  engaged  yourself^  but  you 
cannot  desert  those  friends  who  are  firmly  attached 
to  your  cause;  besides,  the  money  you  have  already 
spent  would  have  been  thrown  away;  another 
thousand  will  complete  the  business :  deq>er  and 
deeper  will  you  plunge,  and  the  last  evil  will  be 
Worse  than  the  first.  You  see  I  am  a  free-spoken 
eounsellor;  may  I  not  be  a  true  prophet!  Did  I 
tonsult  my  own  wishes,  I  should  observe  to  you, 
that  as  you  are  no  longer  a  slave,  you  might  soon 
be  transported,  as  you  seem  to  desire,  to  one  of  the 
Alpine  hills.  The  purity  and  calmness  of  the  air  • 
is  the  best  calculated  to  allay  the  heat  of  a  political 
fever;  the  education  of  the  two  Princesses  might 
be  successfully  conducted  under  your  eye  and  thafr 
erf  my  Lady ;  and  if  you  had  resolution  to  deter- 
mine on  a  residence,  not  a  visit,  at  Lausanne,  your 
Worldly  afiairs  might  repose  themselves  after  their 
late  fatigues.  But  you  know  that  /  am  a  friend 
to  toleration,  and  am  always  disposed  to  make  the 
»  -  largest  allowance  for  the  different  natures  of  ani-- 
inals a  lion  and  a  lan^b,  an  eagle  and  a  wcorm.  I 
am  afraid  we  are  tc^o  quiet  for  you ;  here.it  would 

not 
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not  be'  easy  for  you  to  create  any"  business ;  y6tt 
have  for  some  time  neglected  books,  and  I  doubt 
whether  you  would  not  tliiuk  our  suppers  and  aa« 
semblies  somewhat  trifling  and  insipid*   You  are 
far  more  difficult  than  I  am ;  you  are  in  search  of 
information,  and  you  are  not  content  with  your 
Company,  unless  you  can  derive  fiom  them  infor- 
mation or  extraordinary  amusement.  For  my  part, 
I  like  to  draw  knowledge  from  books,  and  I  am 
satisfied  with  polite  attention  and  easy  malmenu 
Fmally,  I  am  happy  to  tell,  and  you  will  be  happy 
to  hear,  that  this  place  has  in  every  respect  ex* 
ceeded  my  best  and  most  sanguine- hopes.  How 
ofken  have  you  said,  as  often  as  I  expressed  any 
.  ill-humour  against  the  hurry,  the  expense,  and  the 
precarious  condition  of  my  London  life^  Ay, 
that  is  a  nonsensical  sdieme  of  retiring  to  Laur 
sannc  that  you  have  got  into  your  head,  a  pretty 
fancy ;  you  remember  how  much  you  liked  it  in 
your  youth,  but  you  have  now  seen  more  of  the 
world,  and  if  you  were  to  try  it  again,  you  would 
find  yourself  woefully  disappointed."    I  liad  it  in 
my  head,  in  my^heart,  I  have  tried  i%  I  faav6  not 
been  disappointed,  and  my  knowledge  of  the  world 
has  served  only  to  convince  me,  that  a  capital  a^d 
a  crowd  nay  contain  miich  less  red  society,  than 
the  smalFcircte  of  lUa  .gentle  netireifient.  Th^ 
winter  has  been  longer,  but  as  far  as  I  can  Jearn, 
leas  rigorous  than  in  the  rest  of  £urqpe.  Tbe^pting 
is  taw  bursting  upon  us,  and  in  our  own  garden  it 
is  displayed  in  all  its  glory.    I  already  occupy  a 
temporary  apartment^  and  we.liva  in'  Ito.  lower  part 
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^  the  house ;  before  you-  recehre  this  we  shill  be 

ill  full  jx)sse$sion.  We  have  much  to  enjoy  and 
sc^iething- to  ck),  which  I  take  to  be  ^e  faapjiiest 
cMditi^n  of  hamanlife.  Now  for  bksiness,  the 
kiiui  of  subject  which  I  always  undertake  with  the 
most  reluctance^  aud  leav«  with  the  most  pleasure. 
•      ■  ft:  /•        .   ♦        f  v.*  ;   -  n  •*» 

Adieu.  «  i«!  i   .  ♦  •  • '/  ,  V  ^     •  • 

•    '  •        •  ,     I    .        .    •  * 

And  npWi,my  lady, 
LeD  me  approach  your  gentle^  not  grimalkin, 
presence,  with  deep  remorse.  h^vG  indirectly 

been  infonped  of  my  staleof  mind  asidbody ;  ^tb^ 
Hfiiole  winter  J  *lwve  not  had  the  slightest  return 
of  the  gout,  or  any  other  complaint  wliatsor 
ever;)  you  have  been  apprised,  and  are  nQW  ap- 
prised, of  my  motions,  or  lathes  of  my  perfect  md 
agreeable  repose ;  yet  I  must  confess  (and  I  ^feel) 
tiiat  something  of  a  direct  and  fmson^kl  exqlimg^ 
of  sentiment  has  been  neglected  on  jdy  side^ithaugb 
I  still  persuade  myself  that  when  I  am  settled  in 
my  new  house  I  shall  have  more  subject,  as  well 
to  leisure,  to'write*  Such  tnoksiof  lanness  yow 
active  spirit  is  a  stranger  to,  though  Mrs.  *  *  *  * 
complains  that  she  has  never  had  an  ajaswer  to  her 
last  letters.  Poor  Lady  Pembfokel  ym  irillM 
fer-her!  *aA?er^a.'enieI  alteniitive  of  hope  and  fear, 
her  only  daughter,  Lady  CMrlotte,  died,  at;  Aix  en 
Pr&oeniokf  they  have  persuadedlier  to  come  to  thiii 
|>lace)  where  vhe  is  intimately  connedted  ifritfr  tiie 
Cerjat  family.  She  lias  taken  an  agreeable  housei 
.  abQutthivemilesfiMathe  towxi^andlira  J 

..:k»ve 
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hsLVfBemhet;  l^htMvimit  i«  caliri,  bnthel'Af^ 

fliction   .    I  accept  with  gratitude  your 

friendly  pvoposal  ^  Wedgewbed*^  vmt^  md  ^fatmld 
he  gted  ^tb  have  it  bMght  and  packed,  aild 
without  delay  through  Gemiany ;  and  I  shall  only  . 
say^  that  I  wish  to  have  a  very  cotnplete  service  / 
for  two  amibeh  aihd  a  dessert,  and  that  our  suppem 
are  numerous,  frequently  fifteen  or  twenty  personSi 
Adieu.   I  do  not  mean  this  as  your  tetten  Yoii 
vfery  good  to  pobt  Kitty;  *  With  "yovL  I  db  t^t 
condole  about  Coventry.      '  *   '  '     .  -     '  '•■'"j 

£x)WA&D  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  Mrs,  Gibbok,  Bath. 

'  Dsaii.Madam,  ^Lausi^me,  M»y  2dth,  1784* 

'  1  BEi&iir  without  prefiiee  or  apology,  as  if  I  had 

received  your  letter  by  the  last  post.  In  my  own 
defence  I  know  not  what  to  say;  but  if  I  were 
disposed  to  recriminate,  I  tnight  ofaaerve  that  yott 
j^ourself  are  not  perfectly  free  from  the  sin  of  lazi*- 
Hess  and  p^rastination.  I  have  often  wondered 
why  we  are  not  tmAtst  of  )ette]V:writing.  We  all 
delight  to  talk  of  ourselvcsi  and  it  is  only  in  letters, 
in  writing  to  a  friend,  that  we  can  enjoy  that  oon^ 
v^rsaticni^  hot  only  without-  reproach  or  iht«rrap(> 
tion,  but  with  the  highest  propriety  and'fvmtual 
satisfaction;  sui^  that  the  person  whom  wc  address 
feels  an  equai,^or  at  least  a  atnmg' and  lively  istc^ 
rest  in  the  cbnsiderBtton  of  tWei  pleasing  subjett 
On  the  subject  therefore  of  self  I  will  entertain  a 
iriendy  to  whom  non#of«niy  thoughts  or  actiona, 

A  A  S  '     '  none . 
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i!)ope.0f  my  pains  cpr  pleftsnres^  qaii  «ver  be  indi^ 

ferent.  When  I  first  cherished  the  design  of  re- 
tiring to  Laysai)ne,  I  was  much  more  apprehensive 
pf  wotmdixi^  your-  tender  attachment,  tha^i  oiofkod^ 
ifxg  Lord  Sheffield's  manly  and  vehement  friend-^ 
ship.  Ipji^.  abolition  of  the  JBpard  ^f  Tr^c^  the  . 
iQOtiy^  for  ^niy  retreat  becamf  moris  urgont  aad 
fiMFcible  ;  I  wished  to  break  loose,  yet  I  delayed 
^bpye  a  year  before  I  could  take  my  final  resolu- 
amd  the  l^t^tff  in  which  I  disclosed  it  (9  ^o«|( 
cost  me  one  of  the  most  pamful'  struggles  of  .my 
life.  As  soon  as  I  had  conquered  that  difficulty, 
all  meaner  obstacles  fell  befoie  me,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  I  found  myself  at  Lausanne,  astonished  at 
tny  firmness  and  my  success.  Perhaps  you  still 
blame  or  still  lament  the  step  which  I  liave  taken. 
If  .  on  your  ^  own  account,  I  can;  only  sympathize 
with  your  feelings,  tlie  recollection  of  which  often 
costs  me  a  sigh:  if  on  mine,  let  me  fairly  state  . 
nihat  I  have  escaped  in.&igland^  and  what  I  havQ 
feund  at  Lausanne.  -Recollect  the  tempests  of  this 
winter,  how  many  Anxigus  days  I  should  have 
passed,  how^manyncH^y,  turbulent,  hot,  unwhole- 
some  nights,  while  my  political  existence,  and  that 
of  my  friends,  was  at  stakt; ;  yet  these  feeble  efforts 
woukl  have  been,  unavailing ;  I  should  have  lost 
my  seat  in  pariiament,  and  after  the  extniordinary 
expense  of  another  year,  I  must  still  have  pursued 
the  joad  of  Switzerland,  unless  I  had  been  tempted 
hy  some  selfish  patron,  or  Loi[d.S»'8.a^iring 
spirit,  to  incur  a  most  inconvenient  expense  for  a 

)mw.  seat ;  and  once  more,  at.  the  begionij^g:  of  ai^ 

opposition,' 
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^position,  to  engage  in  new  i^eii^  of  *  business.- 
As  to  the  immediate  prospect  of  any  thing  like  a 
<|tiiet  and  profitable  retreat,  I  should  not  know 
tirhere  to  look-;  my  fKends  are  no  longer  in  poWen 
With  *  •  •  •  *  •  and  his  party  I  have  no  con- 
nection; and  were  he  disposed  to  favour  a  man  of 
letters,  it  is  dtificult  to  say  what  he  eould  give,  or 
what  I  would  accept ;  the  reign  of  pensions  and  . 
sinecures  is  at  an  end,  and  a  commission  in  the 
Excise  or  Customs,  the  summit  of  my  hopes,  would 
give  me  income  at  the  expense  of  leisure  and 
libert}'*  When  I  revolve  these  circumstances  in 
my  mind,  my  only  regret,  I  repeat  it  again  and 
again,  is,  that  I  did  not  embrace  this  salutary  mea^ 
sure  three,  five,  ten  years  ago.  Thus  much  I 
thought  it  necessary  tb  say,  and  shall  now  dismiss 
this  uHpleasing  p$^rt  of  the  subject.  For  my  situ- 
ation here,  health  is  the  first  consideration ;  and  on 
that  head  your  tenderness  had  conceived  some 
degree  of  anxiety.  I  know  not  whether  it  hatf 
reached  you  that  I  had  a  fit  of  the  gout  the  day 
after  my  arrival.  The  deed  is  true,  but  the  cause 
was  accidental ;  car^le^ly  stepping  doWii  a  flight 
of  stairs,.  I  sprained  my  ancle  ;  and  my  ungenerous 
enemy  instantly  took  advantage  of  my  weakness. 
But  since  my  breaking  that  double  chain,  I  have 
enjoyed  a  winter  of  the  most  perfect  health  that  I 
have  perhaps  ever  known,  withput  any  mixture  of  • 
the  little  flying  in^ommodities  whioh  in  my  best 
days  have  sometimes  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of 
my  English  life.  You  are  not  ignorant  of  Dr. 
Tissofs  rep9tation,:and  his  merit  is  even  above  his 

A  A  5  reputation. 


Digitized  by  Google 


rtptttatkni.  assure  me,  that  in  his  opi]U0% 
iiie  moisture  of  EDgknd  and  Holland  i$  most  per- 
iviclQUs ;  the  ciry  pure  air  of  i>witzerland  most 
^ywiaUetqargotttyconstitutim:  that<e9cferience 
justifiea  the  theory ;  and  that  there  are^  fewer 
martyrs  of  th9.t  .disprder  in  tliis,  than  in  any  other 
ewHtiy  ift  Europe.  winter  has  eveiy  w^es^ 
most  uncoQimonly  severe:  and  you  stem  ia 
England  to  have  had  your  full  share  of  the  gene* 
ifal  h^dship :.  hu^tinthis  comer,  surrounded  by  th^ 
Alps,  \%  has  TSkther  been  long  than  rigorous^;  and 
its  duration  stole  away  our  spring,  and  left  us  no 
iut^rval  between  furs  and  silks.  We  now  enjqjf 
th^  genial  influenoe  of  the  climate  and  the  season; 
and  no  station  was  ever  more  calculated  to  enjoy 
them  thm  D^y verdvm's  house  and  garden,  wImi^ 
ai!e  now  l^eoome  my  own.  You  will  not  expect 
that  the  pen  should  describe,  what  the  pencil 
V^oukl  impei'&ctly  delineate.  A  few  circuQistances 
vasnyy  hawever»  he  mention^.  }Ay  libr^jy  is  abouft 
Uie  same  si^e  with  that  in  Bentinck-street,  with 
tiiis.digeDeoce;,  however,  that  iaste$id  of  looking,  on 
9.  .pared  eQMUt,  tMrelve  feet  aqnare^  Ircotitmand.  a 
Imindless  prospect  of  vale,  monntainy  and  water^ 
from  my  three  windows.  My  apartment  i^  com* 
pletedi  by  a  spacious?  light  cio&pti  or  store-poom^ 
with  a,  bed^hamb^  and  dressing-room^  Deyver^ 
dun's  habitation  is  pleasant  and  convenient,  though 
kss  e^^tiensiye :  for  our  common  use  we  ha^  a^  very 
liandsome  winter  apartmentc^  four  fooms;  and  on 
the  ground-floor,  two  cool  saloons  for  the  summer, 

with  a  su^i/pncy,  or  rather  sup^uityii  of  QSi£e$^ 


Digitized  by 


&€•  A  terrace,  4>m  hundred  ytiYil^  longp^  ^^e^H^ 
b^^nd- the  front  0fith6)HHi$e,  and  ki(49  lo'^dofn 
impenetrable  bhiubbery;  and  from  thence  the  cir* 
euit  of  a  long  and  various  walk  caitie^  me  roiiud  4 
Ki^adp w  and  vineyard.  The  inteivad^;  ^flbrd.  ftbt|i}« 
dant  supply  of  fruit,  and  every  sort  of  vegetables; 
and  if  ^'ou  add,  that  this  vil!a.(which  has  been. piu.gb 
onianlcftit^  b/  my  friend)  toucb^l  thQ:bes| 
most  sociable  part-.of  the' toNvn,  you  will  agree  with 
Uei  that  few.p^i^(Sim,  either  prince^  Qf:  philo^opliera^ 
Wi^oy  a  more,  desirable  residence.  DeyT;QrdH% 

'who  is  proud  of  his  pWn  Works,-  often  walks  m6 
round,  pointing  out,  Mith  acknowle^lguiQU:^  i^n^ 
ei^lihilsta»iiii,.lhe  beauties  timt  ch^Mg^  w.k\\  every 
rtef>  Mid  with  tv&fy  vnfiatieia  {of  ligjht  I  shaie,  or 
at  least  I  sympathize  with  his  pleasure.  He  appears 
emtented'Wthmy  prQgi;e^  and  h^  already  t^ld 
idwral  people,*  thai  be  dota  t^oit  despair  df  Bi^dcinff 
me  a  gardener.  Be  that  as  it  may,  you  will  be  glad 
to  hear  that  I  am,  by  my  own  clioice,  infinitely 

.  more  in  motion,  and  ku  tite  open  air,  than  I  ever 
have  been  formerly ;  yet  my  perfect  liberty  and 
leisure  leave  me  many  studious  hours ;  and  as  tlie 
circle  V>f  our-  acquaintance  retire  into  the  country, 
I  itall  fnueh*  kf^  engaged  in  company  and 
diveftion.  I  have  seriously  resumed  the  prosecu- 
tion e£  my  History;  each  day  asid  each  mbnth  add$ 
^omedmi^  t»  the-  oompletion:  of  tb^  great  woiiu 
The  progress  is  slow,,  the  labour  continual,  and  the 
^id-.remoNe  and  uncertaiu ;  yet  every  day  brings 
ba  amufdmeiitv  as  wdl  as  lalMur;  and  though  I 
dtre.MOt  fix  a  twm,  even  in  my  own  fancy,  I 
.  •  '  A  A  4  advance, 
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advance,  with  the  pleasing  reflectioiiy  that  the  bufli- 
nefls  of  publication  (fthould  I  be  detained  here  m 

long)  must  enforce  my  return  to  England,  and 
restore  me  to  the  best  of  mothers  and  friends.  In 
the  meanwhile,  with  health  and  competence,  a  fnll 
independence  of  mind  and  action,  a  delightful  habi- 
tati^Miy  a  true  friend,  and  many  pleasant  acquaint^ 
ance ;  yon  will  jdlow,  that  I  am  rath^  an  object  of 
envy  than  of  pity ;  and  if  you  were  more  conver- 
sant with  the  use  of  the  French  language,  I  would 
seriously  propose  to  you  to  repose  yourself  with  ua 
in  this  fine  country.  My  indirect  intelligence  (on 
which  I  sometimes  depend  with  more  implicit  faith 
than  on  the  kind  dissimulation  of  your  friendship) 
gives  me  reason  to  hope  that  the  last  winter  has 
*  been  more  favourable  to  your  health  than  the  pre- 
cecUi^  one.  Assure  me  of  it  yourself  honestly  and 
tral^,  and  you  will  afibfd  me  one  of  the.most  lively 
pleasures. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Hcnourabk 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Laiuanne,  June  1784. 
•  •«.*    ««*«    •#    #  • 

'In  this  glorious  season  I  frequently  give  tea  and 
supper  to  a  dozen  men  and  women  with  ease  and 
reputation,  and  heartily  wish  you  and  my  Lady 
'  were  among,  them.  In  this  comer  of  Enn^  we- 
enjoy,  or  shall  speedily  enjoy,  (besides  threescore 
English,  with  Lady  Pembroke,  and  forty  French, 

with 
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iprtth  the  Duche86  de  Sivrac  at  their  head,)  M.  and 

Madame  Necker,  the  AbM  Raynal,  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Brunswick,  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia, 
peifaapsthe  Duke  of  Cumberland ;  yet  I  am  still 
more  content  with  the  humble  natives,  than  with 
mosi  of  these  illustrious  names.  Adieu.  The  post 
is  on  the  wmg,  and  you  owe  me  a  long  epistle.  I 
am,  as  usual,  in  the  firm  intention  of  writing  nesqt  ' 
we^k  to  my  Lady. 

N*  CCI. 

ft 

The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Since  my  retreat  to  Lausanne  our  correspond- 
ence has  nover  received  so  long  an  intermption ; 
and  as  I  have  been  equally  tacitom  wiA  the  rest 
of  the  English  world,  it  may  now  be  a  problem 
among  that  sceptical  nation,  whether  the  Historian 
of  the  Decline  and  Fall  be  a  living  substance  or  an 
empty  name.  So  tnemc&dons  is  die  sleepy  powi^ 
of  laziness  and  habit,  that  the  silence  of  each  post 
operated  still  more  strongly  to  benumb  the  hand, 
and  to  ireeae  ibe'^fistolary  iiik.  How  or  when  I 
should  have  naturally  awakened,  I  cannot  tell ;  but 
tiiG  pressure  of  my  affairs  and  the  arrival  of  your 
kst  letter,  eompel  nw  to  remiember  that  you  aie 
entrusted  with  the  final  amputation  of  the  best 
limb  of  my  property;  The  subject  is  in  itself  so 
psiafiil,  that  I  have  postponed .  it^  like  a  diiU> 
physic,  from  day  to  day  ;  and  losing  whole  morn- 
ings, as  I  walked  about  my  library,  in  useless^ 
•   '  regret 
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Ufgret  impotant  resfrfutioii).  you  mil  N  anazed 
tor  lii^  'i^ai  (alker  pieeping  to  see  if  yOH  ar^  ati 

well,  and  returned  from  Ireland)  I  have  not  yet 
had  tbe  courage  to  peruse  your  leftter,  tor  fear  of 
iMeting  with  some  gloomy  iittdligeiKe;  aiicl  I 

will  now  finish  what  I  have  to  say  of  pecuniary 
matters*  beioce  I  know  whether  its  contents- wijil 

*  *  *  •  *  To^  ^^hat  purpose 
(will  you  say)  aie  these  tardy  and  useless  repinings  ? 
To  arraign  your  mahdgief?  No,  I  am  satisfied 
with  the  skill  and  firmness  of  the  pilot,  and  com- 
plain only  of  the  untoward  violence  of  the  tempest. 
To  tej[>dit'  d(  yoiii^  retread  into  Switzerland  ?  No, 
siirely^  erery:  subsequent  erent  hartended  to  nsAe 
it  as  necessary  as  it  has  prov/ed  agreeable.  W  hy 
tfasn  dkeat:  lamnitafeioiia  ?  Hmn^  and.  attend-r-it  ia 
to  iiifemsfe  (if  paMible<inore  afibngly)  your  «6il  aUd 
friendship,  to  justify  a  sort  of  avarice,  a  love  of 
money,  veiy  foreign  to  my  abavacter>.  but  with 

wbMa  I  is&^  tor  Vtm%  jfaut  fragmenib  of  sagr  fbtlraia. 

*  «      *      *  .  ^  •   t  '  *        *  * 

*  *  *  ; ;  As  far  as:  I  eaa  judge  from  tbe  exn 
jleninfioe'pf  a  year,,  fliougb  1  frdd  Laiiaawtie  m^db 
more  expensive  than  I  imagined,  yet  my  style  of 
linring '  (and .  a  very  handsome  style  at  ia)  wiU  'ibe 
bMught  IMitif.  iiitlMi  my  oidinBrjr  levsgtM*.  ',>il 
wish  our  poor  country  could  say  as  much  !  But  i* 
was*  aiwaya  wf  favourite  and  rational  wish,  tha^  at 
Act  .^iHnding  up  of  myzSbm  I  mighi  poaiesa  ai  tutm^ 
from  one  to  two  tliousaxid  pounds,  neith#  buridd 

laad^  nor  lacked  up^  in.  the  f unds>  but  fre^  %ht, 
s  .'i'l  and 
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and  ready  to  obey  any  call  of  interest,  or  pleasure^ 
or  virtue;  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expense, 

support  any  delay,  or  remove  any  obstacle.  For 
the  attainment  of  this  object^  I  trust  in  your  assists 
anee. '    ^'     ^      #      *      •      *      •  • 

Thus  much  for  this  money  transaction ;  to  you  I  • 
need  add  no  other  stimulative^  than  to  say  thai  / 
liiy  aiae  kud-  comftort  very  mncb  d^qpood  cm  tbs 
success  of  this  plan. 

As  I  thought  every  man  of  sense  and  fortune  in 
Ijoelaod  must  he  latbfifldy  I  did  n6t  ecmoeivs  dw. 
cloud  so  dark  as  you  represent  it.  I  will  seriously 
peruse  the  new  edition  of  your  works ;  it  would 
become  a  daanc  book,  if  you  could  find  leianrc^. 
(will  you  ever  find  it?)  to  introduce  ofikr  and 
ornament.  ^  ou  must  negociate  directly  with 
Deyverdun;  but  the  state  will  not  bear  of  parting 
ymk  dietr  only  Reynolds.*  I  embrace  my  La4y ; 
let  her  be  angry^  provided  slie  be  well..  Adieus 
Yours.  • 

PJSi  The  cafe  of  Ireland  may  hove  auniBcd  yoo. 
in  the  summer ;  but  how  do  you  mean  to  employ 
the  winter  ?  Do  you  not  cast  a  longing,  lingering 
look  at  St.  Stephen's  dnpel?  With  yonr  fiery 
spirit,  and  firm  judgment,  I  almost  wish  you  there ; 
not  your  benefit^  but  ibr  the  pdi^lic.  If  you 
reaohre.to  recvrer  your  seat,  do  not  inrtaon  to  any 
fiiUactous  and  infinite  projects  of  interest,  contest, 
lietuw,  petition,  ^c.  but  limit  your  expense. 

I 

•  Alluding  to  his  portrait. 
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N°  CCIL. 
M.  Gibbon  ^  Madame  de  Severt. 

Laosannet  le  19  Octobre,  S7S4. 

Je  vous  remercie  mille  fois,  Madame,  de  votre 
obligeant  souvenir^^t  de  Tint^i^que  vous  voulez 
bienjconserver  pour  notre  voyage,  auquel,  hilsB !  il 
faudra  renoncer  dans  ce  moment.  En  g6n6ral  le 
ciimat  de  Lausanne  a  6t6  wssi  favontble  4  ma  sant^ 
que  sa  Bodtsti  I'a  6t6  k  num  cam  et  k  men  esprit. 
Cependant  la  goutte,  mon  ancien  tyran,  ne  me  per- 
metpas  d'oublier  que  j'ai  son  esclave.  Sans  sq 
montxer  k  d6couvert  eile  voltige  autour  de  moi  et 
me  fait  ^prouver  des  ressentimens,  des  soupfons  et 
surtout  la  crainte  de  me  tiouver  arr6t6  sous  son 
joiigde  ier,  61oigii4de  ma  maiscm  etdan^un  maii> 
vais  cabaret  de  Geneve.  Je  vous  permets  de  soup- 
Conner  que  1  amour  de  mon  cabinet  et  d'une  yie 
s6dentaire  opt  influ^  sur  ma  resolution,  pourvu 
que  vous  me  reudiez.  la  justice  de  croire  que  ce 
motif  seul  n'auroit  point  resist^  k  lenvie  de  vous 
Mcompagner  et  de  cultiver  une  liaison  qui  me  seia 
toujours  chhre  et  pr6eieuse.  Jihs  mon  arrivte  k 
Lausanne  j  ai  vivement  senti  vos  bont^s  et  celles 
de  Monsieur  de  Severy,  et  j  aspire  k  m^riter  Thon- 
near  de  votre.  amiti6.  La  dissipatioii  de  la  -ville, 
quoiqu'un  peu  afFoiblie  par  les  vendanges,  va  tou- 
jours son  train;  Ton  joue»  Ton  soupe,  et  Ton  at- 
tend avec  impatience  le  retour  des  campagnaids 
que  le  froid  chassera  bientdt  de  leurs  bois  et  de 
leurs  champs,  pendant  que  ce  mtmc  firoid  disperse 
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Ifls  ooI(mi€»  wglmes,  qui  vont  avec  les  hirondelles 

et  les  grues  chercher  vers  le  midi  un  climat  plus 
doux.  Hier  nous  suivimes  k  la  citi  le.  couvoi^ 
fupihre  d€  .Monsieur  le  Banneret  de  Saiusure;  la 
r6publique  est  divis^e,  la  politique  a  travaill^,  duna 
Qe(t  instant  le  s^nat  s'a«isemble  pour  lui  donner  un 
siiccesseur.  Phomieur  d'etre  avec  un  parfait 
d^vouement,  Madame,  votre  trhs  humble  and  tr^s 
ob^issant  servit^ur. 

i  .  ^ign^)  Gibbon. 

N"  CCIII. 

Edward  Giijbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lady  Sheffield. 

Lausanne,  October  224>  1784. 

.  A  FEW  weeks  ago,  as  I  was  walking  on  our  ter-. 
K|cc  with  M.  Tissot,  the  eelebrated  physician;  M. 
Mercier,  the  author  of  the  Tableau  de  Fa?* is ;  the 
Abb6  Raynal ;  Monsieur,  Madame,  and  Mademoi- 
selle Necker ;  the  Abb£  de  Bourbon,  a  natural  son 
of  Lewis  tlie  Fifteenth,  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Brunswick,  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia,  and  a  dozen 
Counts,  Barons,  and  extraordinary  persons,  among 
whom  was  a  natural  son  of  the  Empress  of  Russia 
— ^Are  you  satisfied  with  this  list?,  which  I  could 
eidarge  and  embellish,  without  departing  jrom, 
truth;  and  was  not  the  Baron  of  Sheffield  (pro- 
found as  he  is  on  the  subject  of  tlie  American 
trade)  doubly  mistaken  with  regard  to  Gibbon  and 
I^usanne?  Whenever  I  used  to  hint  my  design  of 
retiring,  that  illustrious  Baiou,  after  a  proper 
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effusion  of  d — d  fools,  condescended  to  obsenr<», 
that  such  an  obscure  nook  in  Switzerland  might 
please  me  in  the  ignorance  of  youdi,  but  thatafber 
tasting  for  so  many  years  the  vanotis  society  of 
Paris  and  London,  I  should  soon  be  tired  with  the 
dull  and  uniform  round  of  a  provincial  town.--  In 
the  winter,'  Lansftnne  is  indeed*  reduced  to  its  na- 
tive powers;  but  during  the  summer,  it  is  possibly, 
after  Spa,  one  of  the  most  favourite  places  of 
general  resort.  The  tour  o^  Switzerland,  the  Alps, 
and  the  Glaciers,  is  become  a  fashion.  Tissot  at- 
tracts the  invalids,  especially  from  France ;  and  a 
colony  of  fin^lisli  have  taken  up  the  habit  <if 
spending  their  winters  at  Nice,  and  their  summers 
in  the  Pays  de  Vaud.  Such  are  the  splendour  and 
variety  of  our  summer  visiters ;  and  you  will  agree 
with  me  more  readily  than  the  Baron,  when  I  say 
that  this  variety,  instead  of  being  a  merit,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  one  of  tile  very  few  objections  to  the 
residence  of  Lausanne.*  After  tlie  dissipation  of 
the  winter,  I  expected  to  have  enjoyed,  with 
more  freedom  and  solitude,  myself,  my'  fiiend,  my 
books;  and  this  delicious  panfdis^;  birt  my  posi- 
tion and  character  make  me  here  a  sort  of  a  public 
character,  and  oblige  mt  to  see  and  be  seeit  How- 
ever, it  is  my  firm  resolution  for  uett  ^mmer  to 
assume  the  independence  of  a  philosopher,  and  to 
^  be  visible  only  to  the  persons  whom  I.  like.  Oil 
that '  principle  I  should  not,  most  assuifedfy ,'Tiavc 
avoided  the  Neckcrs  and  Prince  Henrv.  Tlic  for- 
tner  have  purchased  the  barony  of  Copet  neat 
Genctvaj'  and  as  tiie  buildings  were  Veryc.  ifmdt 
•        '  '  •        .  out 
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out  of  repair,  they  passed  this  summer  at  a  coun- 
try-rhouise  at  the  gates  of  LaaAwne*    They  aiford 

greatness  can  seldom  return  with  pleasure  to  a 
private  station*  In  the  moments  when  we  w^r<e 
alow  be  coiivciMd  with.me.fi)eely,aiiil  hkeirnn 
truly,  mi  the  subject  of  his  adimnisliatioii  Wdfall ; 
and  has  opened  several  passages  of  modem  history, 
whicl^i'.  would  .naake  a  very  good  .figme.in  tk0 
AmmcBn  book.^'^  If  they  spent  the;  BuimBerB  at 
llie  castle  of  Copet,  about  nine  leagues  from  hence, 
a  .forttiight  or  three  weeks  .visit  wduld  be  a  plea^ 
Mint  and  beaithfu^excursiim;  Imt,  alaki  I  ftar 
there  is  little  appearance  of  its  being  executedl 
health  is  impaiied  by  the  agitation  of  her 
loind:  iaaiiead  of  itttuirniiig  ta  Paris^  she  tsordsrad 
to  pass  the  winter  in  the  southern  provinces  of 
Fiance,  and  our  last  pai  ting  was  solemn.;  as  I  very 
inu^. doubt  wbeti^r  I  shall  ctrer  see  her  agnu 
They  have  now  a  very  troublesome  charge,  which 
you  will  experience  in  a  few  years,  the  disposal  of 
^  fifitrpnesa;  Mademai^ellet  Nec^cer^  one  c£  the 
greatest  heiresses  in  Europe,  it  new  abenit  ^igbleeii, 
wild,  vain,  but  good-natured,  and  with  a  much 
IfingQT  provifiioa  of  wit!  thaao£  beauty:  wfa^tiinr 
eMUscs  their  difficultks  b  tkenriefig(ioBs  ebatkiac^ 
of  marrying  her  only  to  a  protestant.  It  would  be 
^  finx^lent  ojqiortunity  for  a<  young.  Enghshman 

^  a  gieal;  same  .and  a**  fiur-  reputation. .  -fifince 

» 

»  »•'  ...>         •.  ... 

*  Observations  on  the  Commerce  with  the.AmericiUk  States, 
t  Now  Madame  4e  Stael. 

Henry 
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Henry  must  be  a  man  of  sense;  for  he  took  move 
notice,  and  expressed  mare  esteem  for  me,  than 
any  body  elsa  He  is  oertunly  (without  touchmg 
his  miHtsry  character)  a  very  lively  and  entertain- 
ing companion,  lie  talked  with  freedom,  and 
gcnandiy  witbeontempty  of  most  of  the  princes  of 
Europe;  with  respect  <^  the  Empfess  of  Russia,  but 
never  mentioned  the  name  of  his  brother,  except 
once,  when  he  hinted  that  it  was  he  himself  that 
won  the- battle  of  Rosbach.  His  nephew,  and  ous 
nephew,  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Brunswick,  is 
hece  tbr  his  education.  Of  tl)e  English,  who  live 
vtry  much  as  a  national  colony,  you  will  like  t9 
hear  of  Mrs.  Fraser  and  one  more.  Donna  Cathe* 
rina*  pleases  every  body,  by  the  perfect  simpHcity 
crf'her  state  of  nature.  You  know  she  has  had  r^ 
solution  to  return  from  England  (where  she  tolcl 
me  she  saw  you)  to  Lau3anne,  for  the  sake  of  Miss 
Bristow^  who  is  in  bad  health,  and  in  z  few  day* 
Ihey  set  off  fbr  Nice.  Tht  other  is  the  Eliza;  she 
passed  through  Lausanne,  in  her  road  from  Italy  to 
England;  poorly  in  health,  but  still  adorable,  (nay; 
do  not  frown!)  and  I  enjoyed'  some  delightfb} 
hours  by  her  bed-side.  She  wrote  me  a  line  from 
fans»  but  has  not  executed  her  promise  of  visiting 
Latusenne  in  themonth  of  October.  My  pen  hat 
run  much  faster,  and  much  farther,  than  L intended 
on  the  subject  of  others;  yet,  in  describing  them; 
I  have  tlnoiyrn  -some  ligbt  over  myself  and  na^ 
situation.    A  year,  a  very  short  one,  has  now 

4  •  •  • 

*  The  HonouraUe  Mn.  Fiaiet^     ^  * 
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^«im<l  amee  'iBj^  airivtl  at  Lausanne;  and  after  k 

cool  review  of  niy  sentiments,  I  can  sincerely  de- 
dare,  that  I  have  never,  during  a  single  moment, 
svptotrid  of  having  aecut€d>  wjr  «A«tfrif  pmject  of 
retiring  to  Lausanne.  It  is  needless  to  dwell  on 
Jkhe  iatigue,  the  hu]*ry,  the  vexation  which  I  must 
htoi^  Mtin  die  narrow  and  dirty  ouele  of  English 
politics.  My  present  life  wants  no  foil,  and  shines 
by  its  own  native  light.  The  chosen  part  of  my 
iibrmiy  is  now  arrived,  and  arranged  m  a  room  full 
as  good  as  that  in  Bentinck-stieet,  with  this  dif- 
ference indeed,  that  instead  of  looking  ou  a  stone 
<xpax%  twelve  feet  square^  I  command,  £rom  three 
windows  of  plate-glass,  an  unbounded  prospect  of 
many  a  league  of  vineyard,  of  fields,  of  wood,  of 
lake,  and  of  mountains;  a  soene  which  Lord  Shef" 
field  will  tell  you  is  superior  to  all  you  Can  imagine. 
The  climate,  though  severe  ia  winter,  lias  perfectly 
agiwd  with  my  constitution,  and  die  year  ia  ao- 
eomplished  withont  any  return  of  the  gout.  An  • 
excellent  house,  a  good  table,  a  pleasant  gardeUi 
are  no^ntemptible  ii^gredients  in  human  happi- 
neSM.  Tile  generid  style  of  society  liits  my  fimcy ; 
I  have  cultivated  a  large  and  agreeable  circle'  of 
acqnamtance,  and  I  am  much  deoeived  if  I  have 
liot  laid  the  foundations  of  two  or  three  more  intK 
mate  and  valualrfe  connections:  but  their  names 
would  be  indiif^^ent^  and  it ^would  require  pages, 
or  raidier'  volumes,*  to  deseribe  theif  persons  and  • 
characters.  With  regard  to  my  standing  dish,  my 
domestic  triend,  I  could  not  be  much  disappointed, 
aftaran  intimaay  tif  eight-and«twenty  yoafs;  H» 
VOL.  II.  B  B  heart 
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heart  and  his  head  are  excellesit;  he  has  the  waiWfr 

est  attachment  for  me,  he  is  satisfied  that  I  have 
the  same  for  him:  some  slight  imperfections  must 
be  mutually  supported;  two  bachdors,  ^h6  have 
lived  so  long  alone  and  independent,  have  their 
peculiar  fancies  and  humours,  and  when  the  mask 
of  form  and  ceremony  is  laid  aside,  every  xnoment 
in  a  family-life  has  not  the  sweetness  of  the  honey- 
moon, even  between  the  husbands  and  wives  who 
have  the  truest  and  most  tender  regaid  for  each 
other.  Should  you  be  very  much  suiprised  to 
•iiear  of*  my  being  married?  Amazing  as  it  may 
seem,  I  do  assuie  you  that  the  event  is  less  ilkipro- 
bable  than  it  would  have  appeared  to  myself  a 
twelvemonth  ago.  Deyverdun  and  I  have  often 
agfeed,  in  jest  and  in  earnest,  that  a  house  VOtJ^ 
ours  would  be  regulated,  and  graced,  and  enlivened,  , 
byi  an  agreeable  female  companion;  but  each  of 
us  seems  desirous  that  his  -fiiend  ihould  sacrifice 
himself  for  the  puUic  good,  ^inoe  my  residence 
here  I  have  lived  much  in  women's  company ;  and, 
to  your  credit  be  it  spoken,.  I  like  you  the  better 
the  more  I  see  of  you.  Not  that  I  am  in  Jove 
'  with  any  particular  person.  I  have  discovered 
about  hal^^Hlozen  wives  who  would  please  me  in 
diffisrent  ways,  and  by  various  merits:  one  as  a 
mistress  (a  widow,  vastly  like  the  Eliza;  if  she  re- 
turns I  am  to  bring  them  together);  a  second,  a 
lively  entertaining  acquaintance;  athhrd/arincete 
good-natured  friend;  a  fourth,  who  would  repre- 
sent with  grace  and  dignity  at  the  head  of  my 
table  aod  family;  a  fifth,  an  mceUctit  economist 

.  .  and 
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>  tad  faouflekeeper;  and  asixlii,  a  very  useftil  nurse. 

Could  I  find  all  these  qualities  united  in  a  single 
person,  I  should  dare  to  mi^e  my  addresses,  and 
should  deserve  to  be  rctfosed.  You  hint  in  some 
of  your  letters,  or  rather  postscripts,  that  you  con- 
sider me  as  having  renounced  England,  and  hai^ 
bug  fixed  myself  Ifor  tfae^est  of  my  life  in  Switzeiv 
land,  and  that  you  suspect-  the  sincerity  of  my 
vague  or  insidious  schemes  of  purchase  or  return. 
•To  remove,  as  fitr  as  I  con,  your  doubts  and  sus^ 
picions,  I  will  tell  you,  on  that  interesting  subject, 
iairly  and  simply  as  much  as  I  know,  of  my  own 
jnteiitionjBk  There  is  little  appeacance  tibM  I  jshali 
■be  suddenly  recalled  by  the  ofifer  of  a  place  or 
pension.  I  have  no  claim  to  the  fhendsliip  of 
•your  young  -minister^  and  should  he  propose  a 
Commissioner  'Of  the  Custcmis,  or  Secretary  at 
Paris,  the  supposed  objects  of  my  low  ambition, 
Adam  in  Paradise  would-  refuse  them  with  om- 
'  tempt  Here  therefore  I  shaU-certainly  live  till  I 
have  finished  the  remainder  of  my  History;  an 
erduoua  work,  which  does  moit  proceed  ^.fii^  ltA  I 
expeoked,  amidst  the  avocalaons-  of  sbciety/r-and 
miscellaneous  study.  As  soon  as  it  is  completed, 
most  probably  in  three  or  Jour  years,  I  shall  in« 
fidlibly  return  to  England,  about  the-  month  of 
May  or  June  ;  and  the  necessary  labour  of  print- 
ing with .  care  two  or  three  quarto  volmnes,  will 
detain  me  tiU  tiieir  publicatioii,  in  thd  ODsiting 
spring.  Lord  SheflSeld  and  yourself  will  be  the 
loadstone  that  naost>  forcibly  attracts  me;  and  as  I 
shaU  bea  vagaboiMl  oil  th^  Akc  of  the  ttvth^ 
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be  the  better  qualified  to  domesticate  flqrself  Witk  ^ 

you,  both  in  town  and  country.  Here  then,  at  no 
very  extravagant  distance^  we  liave  the  certainly 
(if  we  live)  of  spending  a  year  together,  m  .die . 
peace  and  freedom  of  a  friendly  intercourse;  and  a 
year  is  no  very  contemptible  portion  of  this  mortal 
existence;  Beyond  that  period  all  »  dark,  but  not 
gloomy.  Whether,  after  the  final  completion  of 
my  History,  I  shall  return  to  Lausanne,  or  Jic^Xic 
in  England,  must  depend  oaa  a  thousand  events 
ti^hich  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  human  foresight, 
the  state  of  public  and  private  affairs,  my  own 
heakh,  the  health  and  life  of  Deyveidun,  the  vaH- 
ous  changes  which  may  have  rendered  Lausanne 
more  dear,  oi'  less  agreeable,  to  me  than  at  present. 
But  without  losing  oursehres  in  this  distant  futini- 
ty,  which  perhaps*we  may  never  see,  and  witliout 
giving  any  positive  answer  to  Marias  parting  ques- 
tion, whether  I  . shall  be  buried  in  JBngland  or 
'  Swttsserland,  tet  me  serbusly  and  earnestly  ask 
you,  whether  you  do  not  mean  to  visit  me  next 
summei  ?  The  defeat  at  Coventry  would,  I  should 
tinak,  facilitate  the  project:  since  the  Baion  ia  no 
longer  detained  the  whole  winter  from  his  domes- 
tic affairs,  nor  is  tliere  ^ny  attendance  .on  the 
House  that  keepa  him  till  Midsummer  in  diist  and 
dispute.  I  can  send  you  a  pleasant  route,  through 
Normandy,  Paris,  and  Lyons,  a  visit  to  the  Gla- 
ders,  and  your  netum  down  tiie  fihine,  which 
would  be  commodiously  executed  in  three  or  four 
months,  at  no  very  extravagant  expense,  4Uid 
yirpfodd  bcprDductive  of  health  andw^irita  to  y  ou, 
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of  entertainment  to  you  both,  and  of  instructton 
to  the  Maria.  Without  the  smallest  inconveni- 
ence to  myself^  I  am  able  to  lodge  yourselves  and 
family,  by  arranging  you  in  the'  winter  apartment, 
which  in  the  summer  season  is  not  of  any  use  to 
us.  I  think  you  will  be  satisfied  with  your  habitar 
tton,  and  alr^y  see  you  in  your  dressin^room;  a 
small  pleasant  room,  with  a  delightful  prospect  Xo 
the  west  and  south.   If  poor  auut  Kitty  (you  ob- 

'  lige  me  beyond  expression  by  your  tender  care  of 
that  excellent  woman)  if  she  were  only  ten  years 
younger,  I  would  desire  you  to  take  her  with  you, 
but. I  much  fear  we  shall  never  meet  agiun«  You 

,  will  not  complain  of  the  brevity  of  this  epistle;  I 
expect,  in  return,  a  full  and  &ir  account  of  your- 
$clf>  yottf  thoughts  and  actioiist  loul  and  body, 
present  and  future;  in  the  safe,  though  unreserved, 
confidence  of  friendship.  The  Baron  in  two  words 
hinl«d.  but  an  indifferent  account  of  your  health; 
you  are  a  fine  machine;  but  as  he  was  absent  in 
Ireland,  I  hope  I  understand  the  cause  and  the  re- 
tnedy.  N^t  to  yourself,  I  want  to  hear  of  the 
two  Baionesaes.  You  m^  give  me  a  iaithiiil 
picture  (and  though  a  mother  you  can  give  it)  of 
their  present  external  and  internal  forms;  for  a 
year  has  now  elapsed,  and  in  tlmr  lives  a  year  is 
auage*   Adieu.   Ever  yours. 
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.N"  CCIV. 

^     Epwari>  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Lausanne,  March  13th,  17S$»  . 

My  long  silence  (and  it  has  been  long)  must  not, 
on  this  occasion,  be  imputed  to  laziness,  though  that 
little  devil  may  likewise  have  been  busy.  But  you 
cannot  forget  how  many  weeks  I  remained  in  sus- 
pense, expecting  every  post  the  final  sentence,  and 
not  knowing  what  to  say  in  that  passive  uncer- 
taiiity^  It  is  now  something  more  ttem  a  fortnight 
since  your  last  letter,  and  that  of  Gosling  informed 
me  of  the  event  I  have  intended  every  day  to 
write,  and  ev^ry  day  I  have  started  back  with 
reluctance  and  disgust^  from  the  Consideration  of 
the  wretched  subject.  Lenborough  irrecoverably 
gone,  for  three-fourths  of  its  real,  at  least  of  its 
ancient,  value;  my  seat  in  parliament  sunk  in  the 
abyss  of  your  cursed  politics,  and  a  balance  neatly 
\  cyphered  and  summed  by  Gosling,  whidi-shewB 
me  a  very  shallow  pu^e,  in  which  otiiers  havQ  a 
clea]cer  right  to  dip  than  myself. 

Another  week  is  now  elapsed,  and  though  nothing 
is  changed  in  this  too  faithful  state  of  my  affairs,  I 
feel  myself  able  to  encounter  them  with  more 
spirit  and  resolution ;  to  look  on  the  future,  rather 
^  than  the  past,  on  the  fair,  rather  than  on  the  foul 
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dde  of  the  prospect  I  shall  speak  in  the  cdnfi-' 
denee  of  friendship,  and  while  you  listen  to  the 
more  doleful  tale  of  my  wants  and  wishes,  you  will 
have  the  siatisfaction  of  hearing.some  ciicumstaac^ 
in  my  presmt  sftuation  of  a  less  unpleasing  nature. 
1.  In  the  first  place,  I  most  hcaitily  rejoice  in  the 
sale,  however  un&vourable,  of  the  Bucks  estate. 
Considering  the  dulness  of  the  times,  and  the  high 
interest  of  money,  it  is  not  a  little  to  obtain  even  a 
t^>lerabie.price,  and  I  am  sensible  how  much  your 
patience  and  industry  have  been  exeicised  to  extort 
the  payment  f .  Your  resistance  to  my  Swiss  ex-  /  • 
pedition  was  more  £riendly  than  wise.  Had  I 
yielded,  after  eighteen  months  of  suspense  and 
anxiety,  I  should  now,  a  still  poorer  man,  be  driven 
to  embrace  the  same  resource,  which  has  succeeded 
acoordingitOy  or  even  heyoadt  my  most  sanguine 
expectations.  I  do  not  pretend  to  have  discovered 
tlie  terrestrial  paradise,  which  has  not  been  known 
.  in  this  world  sinee  the  fall  of  Adam ;  but  I  can 
truly  declare,  (now  the  charms  of  novelty  are  long 
since  faded,)  that  I  have  found  the  plan  of  life 
.the  .best  adapted,  to  my  .tempered  my  situation. 
I  am  now  writing  .to  you  in  a  roomie  good  aa  that 
in  Bentinck-street,  which  commands  the  country, 
the  lake,  and  tho  mountains,  and  the  opening  pro-> 
apect  of  the  spring.  The  aforesaid,  room  is  Air-, 
nished  without  magnificence,  but  with  every  con* 
yeniency  for  warmth,  eas^  and  study,  and  the  walls 
aie  alnlady  covered  with  more  tjian  two  thousand 
volumes,  the  choice  q1  a  chosen  Ubjaiy.   I  have 
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heaitby  ftiendSf  aa  amusing  society,  and  per&ci 
freedom.   A  Gommikiioiier  of  die  Excise !  the  Hok 

makes  me  sick.  If  you  ask  me  what  I  have  saved 
by  iny  iretreat  to  Lausanne,  I  will  fairly  tell  you 
(in  the  two  great  arddes  of  a  carriag  e  and  a  honser 
in  town,  both  which  were  indispensable,  and  are 
now  annihilated,  with  the  difference  of  ckibs,  pub- 
lic places^  servants  wages,  &c.)  about  four  hundred 
pounds,  or  guineas,  a-year ;  no  inconsiderable  sum, 
H^hen  it  must  be  annually  found  as  addition  to  ai^ 
expense  which  is  aomewhat  larger  titan,  my  piesint 
revenue.  8.  IVhat  is  then,  you  will  ask,  my  present 
pstaUuhment  P  Tiis  is.  not  by  any  means  a  cheap 
countvy;  and,  exceptintheiurtidcof  wiiie,Icoiik) 
give  a  dinner,  or  make  a  coat,  perhaps  for  the  same 
price  in  London  as  at  Lausanne.  My  chief  advan* 
itigt  arises  fionii  the.tfaings  wfakh  I  do  Vfit  wmt; 
and  in  some  respects  my  style  of  living  is  enlarged, 
by  the  increase  of  my  relative  importance,  an 
obscure  bachelor  in  England,  the  master  of  a  cfom^ 
biddable  house  at  Lausanne.  Here  I  expected 
to  return  entertainments,  to  receive  la4ies,  &c.  and 
to  perfimn  many  dutjes  jof  society,  which,  though 
agreeable  enough  in  tiiemselves^  ^contribute  to-m« 
jflame  the  housekeeper's  bills.  But  in  a  quiet, -pru* 
dent,  regular  course  of  life,  I  think  l  oan  auppoit 
myself  with  comfbrt  and  honour  for  six  or  seven 
hundred  pounds  a-year,  instea4  of  a  thousand  or 
eleven  hundrecjLnLEngland.  * 
.  .  Besides  these  uncertainties,  (unoestain^  leoitjii 
to  the  time^)  I  have  a  sure  and  honourable  supply 
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pleasure  and  assiduity ;  the  way  is  long  and  labo- 
fioua,  yet  I  see  the  end,  and  I  can  almost  promise 
to  land  in  England  next  September  twelvemonth, 
■with  a  manuscript  of  the  current  value  of  about 
four  thousand  pounds,  which  will  afford  either  a 
«niall  income  or  a  large  capital. 

It  is  the  privilege  of  friendship  to  make  our 
friend  a  patient  hearer,  and  active  associate  in  our 
own  affairs;  and  I  have  now  written  five  pages  on 
my  private  affairs,  without  saying  a  word  rither  of 

'  tlie  public,  or  of  yourself.  Of  the  public  I  have 
little  to  say ;  I  nevet  was  a  very  warm  patriot,  and 
I  grow,  every  day  a  citizen  of  the  world.  The 
scramble  for  power  or  prolit  at  Westminster  or  St. 
James's,  and  the  names  of  Pitt  and  Fox,  become 
less  interestii^  to  me  than  those  of  Gcssarand  Pom- 
pey.  You  are  not  a  friend  of  the  young  minister, 
but  hewas  a  great  favourite  on  the  continent,  as  he 

•  appears  to  be  still ;  and  you  most  own  that  the  fiur-« 
ness  of  his  character,  his  eloquence,  his  application 
to  business,  and  even  his  youth,  must  prepossess  at 
leait  the  ignorant  in  his  ficfimr.  Of  the  merit  at 
defects  of  his  administration  I  cannot  pretend  to 
speak ;  but  I  find,  from  the  complaints  of  some  in* 
teiested  persons,  that  his  veatrahitsi  on  the  amugw 
gling  of  tea  have  already  ruined  the  East  India 
Companies  of  Antwerp  and  Sweden,  and  that  even 
tbe.Duldi  will  scarcely  find  it  worth  their  while  to 
send  any  ships  to  China.  Your  Irish  friends  appear 
to  be  more  quiet,  at  least  the  volunteers  and  national 
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ingress  aeem  to  subude.   How  far  that  traaquUi 

lity  must  be  purchased  on  our  side,  by  any  per- 
nicious sacrifices^  you  will  best  decide ;  and  from 
some  hint  in  your  last  letters,  -I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  you  are  less  affected  than  might  be  su}>* 
posed  with  national  or  local  prejudice.  Your  iui 
troduction  I  have  attentively  jead ;  the  matter, 
though  most  important  in  itself,  is  out  of  the  line 
of  my  studies  and  habits,  and  the  subordinate  beau- 
ties of  style  you  disclaim.  Yet  I  can  say  with 
truth,  that  I  never  met  with  more  curious  and  dili^ 
gent  investigation,  more  strong  sense,  more  liberal 
spiriti  and  more  cool  and  impartial  temper  in  the^ 
same  number  of  pages.  By  this  time  yau  have 
probably  read  Necker  s  book  on  the  finances.  Per- 
haps for  you  there  is  too  much  f^rench  enthusiasm 
and  paint  ;  but  in  many  respects  you  must  have 
gained  a  knowledge  of  his  country ;  and  on  the 
whole,  you  must  have  been  pleased  with  the  pioi 
tmre  of  a  great'  and  benevolent  mind.  In  yoi^r 
attack  on  Deyverdun  for  my  picture  I  cannot  pro- 
mise you  much  success ;  he  seems  resolved  to  main- 
tain hia  rig^t  of  poaatebn,  and  your  only  cfaaee 
would  be  a  personal  assault.  The  next  summer 
(how  time  slips  away !)  was  fixed  for  your  visit  to 
Laiuanna  .We  ai^  prepaied  at  all  points  to  re* 
mve  you^  my  Lady,  and  a  princess  or  two,  with 
their  train ;  and  if  you  have  a.proper  contempt  for, 
St  Stephen's  chapel,  you  are  perfectly  fxe^  and  at 
kamre  (can  you  ever  be  at  leisure?)  for  the  summer 
season*^  As  you  are  now  in  a  great  m^ure  disr 
•  engaged 
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engaged  from  any  aflairs,  you  may  find  time  to 
inform  me  of  your  proceedings  and  your  projects* 
At  present  I  do  not  even  know  whether  you  pass 
the  winter  at  Sheffield-place  or  in  Doiiining'Street. 
My  Lady  revenges  herself  of  my  long  silence ;  yet 
I  embrace  her  and  the  in&nts.  ^Adieu.  You  have 
deranged  the  Decline  and*  Fall  this  morning.  I 
have  finished  my  epistle  since  dinner,  and  am  now 
going  to  a  pleasant  party  and  good  supper. 

•       «  * 

.  N»CCV, 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  the  Right  Hanourabh 

Lord  Sheffield. 

•      •  • 

Lausani^  September  5tht  17&5* 

Extract  from  a  weekly  English  paper,  Sep* 

tember  5th,  1785.  "  It  is  reported,  but  we  hope 
without  foundation,  that  the  celebrated  Mr.  Gib* 
bon,  who  had  retired  to  Laiissime,  in  Switzerland, 
to  finish  his  valuable  History,  lately  died  in  tliat 
city.'*  r  1.  .  : 

Hie  hApe  of  the  Newspaper-writer  is  very  hand* 
some  and  obliging  to  the  Historian;  yet  there  arc 
several  weighty  reasons  which  would  indine  me  to 
believe  that  tbe  intelligence  my  be  true.  PrmOf 
It  must  one  day  be  true ;  and  therefore  may  very 
probably  be  so  at  present.  Secundo,  We  may 
^ways  depend  on  the  impailadirfv  aocuzac^y  and 
veracity  of  an  English  newspaper.  Tertio,  which 
is  indeed4he  strongest  argument,  we  are  credibly 
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infonned  that  for  a  long  time,  past  the  said  cek^ 

brated  Historian  has  not  written  to  any  of  his  friends 
in  England;  and  as  that  respectable  personage h^  ^ 
always  the  reputation  of  a  most  exact  and  regular 
correspondent,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded  from  his 
silence,  that  he  either  is,  or  ought  to  be  dead.  The 
only  objection  that  1  cai)  foresee,  is  the  assunm:e 

that  Mr.  6  himself  read  the  article  sis  he  wa^ 

eating  his  breakfast,  and  laughed  very  heartily  at 
the  mistake  of  his  brother  historian ;  but  as  he 
might  be  desirous  of  concealing  that  unpleasant 
event,  we  shall  not  insist  on  his  apparent  health 
and  spirits,  which  might  be  affected  by  that  subtle 
politician.  He  affirms,  however,  not  only  that  he 
is  alive,  and  was  so  on  the  5th  of  September,  but 
that  his  head,  his  heart,  his  stomach,  are  in  the 
most  perfect  state,  and  that  the  dimate  of  Lau- 
sanne has  been  congenial  both  to  his  mind  and 
body..  Ue  confesses  indeed,  that  after  the  last 
aisvere  wintier,  the  gout,  his  old  enmy,  from  whom 
he  hoped  to  have  escaped,  pursued  him  to  his 
retreat  among  the  mountains  of  Helvetia,  and  that 
ifaft  siege  ms  ]Mg»  irtiongh  .inoie  languid  ^nm,  m 
hia  precedent  attacks ;  after  some  exercise  of  pati- 
ence he  began  to  creep,  aod  gradually  to  walk; 
,  and  (bough  he  citii  miiiim  run,  norfty,  nor^aneiv 
he  supports  himself  with  firmness  on  his  two  legs, 
and  would  wUUngly  kkk  tli^e  imp^tinent.  Gazet- 
tecsr;.  tmpertimnft  OKHigh,  though  .inaie  ewiy  to. 
be  - forgiven  than  the  insolent  Courier  dm  Bum 
Rhin,  who  abou]b  tbice  yeaia  ago  amusfid  himself 
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fiod  his  readers  with  fictitious  epistle  from  Ms:. 
Gibbon  to  Dr.  Robertson. 

Perhaps  now  you  think,  Baron,  that  I  shall  apo- 
logiBe  in  hum|;ite  style  for  my.  silence  and  neglects 
But,  <m  the  contrary,  J  do  assure  you  that  I  am 
ti'uly  provoked  at  your  Lordship's  not  condescend- 
ifiig  to  be  in  a  passion.  I  might  really  have  been 
dead,  I  might  have  been  uck ;  if  I  vrare  neither 
dead  nor  sick,  I  deserved  a  volley  of  curses  and  re- 
proaches for  my  infernal  laziness,  and  you  have 
frwded  me  of  my  just  dues.  Had  I  been  silent 
till  Christmas,  till  doomsday,  you  would  never 
have  thpught.it  worth  your  while  to  abuse  me. 
Why  then  (let  me  a^  in  your  name)  did  you  iMit 
write  before  ?  That  is  indeed  a  very  curious  quea- 
tion  of  natuial  and  moral  philosophy.  Certainly  I 
9m  not*  lazy ;  dlaborate  quartos  have  proved,  and 
will  abundantly  prove  my  diligence.  I  can  write; 
spare  my  modesty  on  that  subjept  I  like  to  con- 
vetse  with  my  friends  by  pen  and  tongue,  and  as 
soon  as  I  can  set  myself  a-going,  I  know  no  mo- 
menta .that.run  off  more  pleasantly.  I  am  so  well 
conviaoedof  that  truth,  and  so  much  ashamed  •f 
farcing  people  that  I  love  tafoi:get  me,  that  I  have 
now  resolved  to  set  apart  the  j&rst  hour  of  each  day 
for.  lilt  discharge  of  my  oUigatiaDs;  beginning, 
mmme  dc  raUon,  with  yourself,  and  regularly  pro- 
ceeding to  Lord  Loughborough  and  the  re$t.  May 
meavm  give  me  strength  and  grae^  :to  aocomplidli 
Alts  laudable  intentioii !  AtsmL  Certainly  (yet  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  be  so  certain)  I  sliould 
write  xpyuch  o£tener  to  you  iS  you  were  not  hnked 
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in  business,  and  if  my  business  had  not  always 
been  of  the  unpleasant  and  mortifying  kind.  Even 
now  I  shove  the  ugly  monster  tq  tlie  end  of  this 

^  epistle,  and  will  confine  him  to  a  page  by  himself, 
that  he  may  not  infect  the  purer  air  of  our  cor- 
respondence. .  Ot  my  situation  here  I  have  little 
new  to  say^  except  a  very  comfortable  and  singakr 
truth,  that  my  passion  for  my  wife  or  mistress 
(Fanny  Lausanne)  is  not  palled  by  satiety  and  pos^ 
session  of  two  years.  I  have  seen  her  in  all  seasons^ 
and  in  all  humours,  and  though  she  is  not  without 
faults,  they  are  infinitely  overbalanced  by  her  good 
qualities.  Her  £sice  is  not  handsome,  but  her  per^ 
son,  and  every  thing  about  ho*,  has^adminMe 
grace  and  beauty :  she  is  of  a  very  cheerful  sociable 
temper ;  without  much  learning,  she  is  endowed 
with  taste  and  good  sense;  and  though  not  rich, 
the  simplicity  of  her  education  makes  her  a  very 
jpxxl  economist she  is  forbid  by  her  parents  to 
wear  any  expensive  finery ;  and  though  her  lunfas 
are  not  much  calculated  for  walking,  she  has  not 
yet  asked  me  to  keep  her  a  coach.  Last  spring  (not 
to  w^  the  metaphor  to  rags)-!  saw  Tiaiiwipe  m  a 
new  light  during  my  long  fit  of  the  gout,  and 

^boldly  declare,  .that,  either  in  health  or  sickness 
1  find  it  far  more  com&rtable  tlian  your  hi^  me- 
tropolis.. In  London  my  confinement  was  sad  and 
solitary ;  the.  many  forgot  my  existence  when  they 
saw  me  no  longer  at  .Brookes's ;  and  the  few,  who 
sometimes  east' a  thbu^ht  or  an  eye  on  their  iriend, 
were  detained  by  business  or  pleasure,  the  distance 
of  the  way,  or  the  hours  of  the  House  of  .Commons, 
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and  I  was  proud  and  happy  if  I  could  prevail  on 

Elmsley  to  enliven  the  dulness  of  the  evening. 
Here  the  objects  are  nearer,  and  much  more  distinct, 
andlmyself  am  an  object  of  muchlargermagnitude. 
People  are  not  kinclci,  hut  they  are  more  idle,  and 
it  must  be  confessed  that,  of  all  nations  on  the 
globe,  the  English  are  the  least  attentive  to  the  old 
and  infirm ;  I  do  not  mean  in  acts  of  charity,  but 
in  the  offices  of  civil  life.  During  three  months  I 
have  had  round  my  chair  a  succession  of  agreeable 
men  and  women,  who  came  with  a  smile,  and 
vanished  at  a  nod ;  and  as  soon  as  it  was  agreeable 
I  had  a  constant  party  at  cards,  which  was  some^ 
times  dismissed  to  their  respective  homes,  and 
sometimes  detained  by  Deyverdun  to  supper,  with- 
out the  least,  trouble  or  inconvmience  to  nqr* 
self.  In  a  word,  my  plan  has  most  completely 
answered ;  and  I  solemnly  protest,  after  two  years 
trial,  that  I  have  never  in  a  single  moment  re^ 
•pented  of  my  transmigration.  The  only  disagree- 
able circumstance  is  the  increase  of  a  race  of  ani- 
mals with  which  this  country  has  been  long  in- 
ft8ted,4tnd  who  are  said  to  come  from  an  island  in 
the  Northern  Ocean.  I  am  told,  but  it  seems  in- 
credible, that  upwards  of  forty  thousand  English^ 
masters  and  servants,  are  now  absent  on  the  con* 
tinent ;  and  I  am  sure  we  have  our  full  proportion, 
both  ia  town  and  country,  from  the  month  of  June 
to  that  of  October^ ,  The  occupations  of  the  closet, 
indifferent  health,  want  of  horses,  in  some  mea- 
sure plead  my  excuse ;  yet  I  do  too  much  to  please 
myself,  and  probably  too  little  to  satisfy  my  coun- 
trymen. 
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trymen.   What  is  still  more  unlucky  is,  that  a  part 

of  the  colony  of  this  present  year  are  really  good 
company,  people  one  knows,  &c.s  the  Astona^ 
Hales,  Hampdensi  Trevors,  Lady  Claiges  and  Miss 
Carter,  Lord  Northington,  &c.  I  have  seen  Trevor 
several  times,  who  talks  of  you,  and  seems  to  be  a 
more  exact  correspondent  than  myself.  His  wife  is 
much  improved  by  her  diplomatic  life,  and  shines  m 
every  company  as  a  woman  of  fashion  and  elegance, 
But  those  who  have  lepud  me  for  the  rest,  wer^  Lord 
and  Lady.  Spencer. '  I  saw  them  almost  ev^  day, 
at  my  house  or  their  own,  during  their  stay  of  a 
mouth ;  for.  they  were  hastening  to  Italy,  that  they 
Inight  retuito  to  London  next  February.  He  is  a 
valuable  man,  and  where  he  is  ^miliar,  a  pleasant 
companion;  she  a  charming  woman,  who,  with 
sense  and  spirit,  has  the  simplicity  and  playfulness 
of  a  child.  You  are  not  ignorant  of  her  talents,  of 
which  she  has  left  me  an  agreeable  specimen,  a 
drawing  of  the  Historic  Muse,  sitting  ina  thou^^blH 
ful  posture  to  compose.  So  much  of  Self  and  Co. 
let  us  now  talk  a  little  of  your  house  and  your  two 
countries.  Does  my  Lady  ever  join  in  the  abuse 
which  I  have  merited  from  you  ?  Is  she  satisfied 
.  with  her  own  behaviour,  her  unpardonable  silence^ 
tp  one  of  the  prettiest,  most  obliging,  most  enter- 
taining, most,  &c.  epistles  that  ever  was  penned 
since  the  epistles  ^f  *  •  *  •*  *  ♦?  Will 
she  not  Mem  one  word  of  reply  i  I  want  some  ac- 
count^ her  spirits,  health,  amusements,  of  the  ele- 
gant accomplishments  of  Maria,  and  the  opeuing 
graces  cf  Louisa of  youivelf  I  vish.to  have  some 
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of  those  details  which  she  is  most  likely  to  transmit 
Are  you  patient  m  your  exclusion  from  the  House? 
Are  you  satisfied  with  legislating  with  your  pen? 
Do  you  pass  the  whole  winter  in  town  ?  Have  you 
resumed  the  pursuits  ot'  farming,  &c.  ?  What  new 
connections,  public  or  private,  have  you  formed? 
A  tour  to  the  continent  would  be  the  best  medi- 
cine for  the  shattered  nery^  of  a  soldier  and  poli- 
tician. By  this  expression  you  will  perceive  that 
your  letter  to  Deyverdun  is  received ;  it  landed  last 
post,  after  I  had  already  written  the  two  £u*st  pages 
'  of  this  composition.  •  On*  tihe  whole  my  friend  was 
pleased  and  flattered ;  but  instead  of  surrendering, 
or  capitulating,  he  seems  to.  he  making  prepara- 
liinis  far  an  obstinate  defence.  He  already  talks 
of  the  right  of  posvsession,*  of  the  duties  of  a  good 
citizen,  of  a  writ  ne  ea^eat  regnum^  aj^d  of  a  vote  of 
the  Two  Hundred)  tiiaifY^osoevbr  shalV  directiy  . 
or  indirectly,  &c.  is  an  enemy  to  his  country.  Be* 
tween  you  be  the  strife,  while  I  sit  with  my  scales  • 
in  my  handy  like  Jupiter  on  Mount  Ida.  I  hegm 
to  view  with  the  same  indifference  the  coihbat  of 
Achilles  Pitt,  and  Hector  Fox;  for. such,  as  it 
should  now  seem,  must  be  .  the  comparison  of  the 
two  warriors.  •  ^  '  ♦*  *  *  :  •  ♦ 
At  this  distance  I  am  much  less  angry  .wit;h  bills, 
taxes,  and  propositions,  than  I  am  pleased  with  Pitt 
for  making  a  iriend  and  a  deterving  man  happy, 
.for  releasing  Batt  from  the  shackles  of  the  law,  and 
for  enhancing  the  gift  of  a  secure  and  honourable 

s 

•  v  •  liuportisit,  pauitt^by  Sir  Joihua  R«;yn9li[f.  ■■ 

yO^^ll,  Q(S  corn- 
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competency,  by  the  handsome  manner  in  which  it 
was  conferred.  This  I  understand  to  be  the  case, 
from  tiie  mifluspicious  evidence  of  Lord  Northing* 
ton  and  Chief  Baron  Skinner ;  and  if  I  can  find 
time,  ( resolution,)  I  will  send  him  a  hearty  con* 
gratulation ;  if  I  iail^  you  may  at  least  communis 
cate  my  intentions.  Of  Ireland  I  know  nothing,, 
and  while  I  am  writing  the  DecHne  of  a  great  £m- . 
pire,  I  have  nbt  lekiue  toattend  to  the  affairs  of  a 
remote  and  petty  province.  I  see  that  your  friend 
Foster  has  been  hooted  by  ^the  mob,  and  unani- 
'  mously  choseft  Speiaker  df  die  Hou^  of  Ckmi^ 
How  could  Pitt  expose  himself  to  the  disgrace  of 
withdrawing  his  propositions  after  a  public  at* 
Umpt  ?  Have  Ministers  no  way  of  ^comfpnting  Iw* 
forehand  the  sense  or  nonsense  of  an  Irish  Parlni* 
mentp  I  am  iDfuite  in  the  dark ;  your  pamphlet,  or 
.  ' .  hooTsj  would  probably  haveopened  my  ey«s;  Tmt^ 
whatever  may  have  been  the  reason,  I  givi  you 
3wy  word  of  honour f  that  I  have  never  seen  nor  heard 
of  it  Here  we  are  much  -mcNre  en^ag^  with  cou^ 
tinental  politics.  In  general  we-  hafe  the  Em- 
peror, as  the  enemy  of  peace,  without  daring  to 
make  war.  The  old  Ikm  of  Prussia  acts  a  much 
lAore  glorious  part,  as  the  champion  of  public  tran- 
quillity, and  the  independence  of  the  German 
States.:  . 

And  now  for  the  intter  ksti  nauseous  pill  of  po> 

cuniary  business,  upon  which  I  shall  be  as  concise 
8&  possible  in  the  two  articles  of  my  ^hscourse^  land 
and  money.  #♦•##•♦ 

It  is  impossible  to  hate  more  than  I  do  this  odious 
•  * ' .  necessity: 
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necessity  of  owing,  borrowing,  anticipating,  and  I 
look  forwards  with  impatience  to  the  liappy  period 
when  the  supplies  will  always  be  raised  withiti  the 
year,  with  a  decent  and  usdTul  surplus  in  the  trea* 
sury,  I  now  trust  to  the  conclusion  of  my  History, 
and  it  will  hasten  and  secure  the  princ^ml  com- 
fbrts  of  my  life.  You  will  believe  I  am  not  lazy  ; 
yet  I  fear  the  term  is  somewhat  more  distant  than 
I  thought.  My  long  gout  lost  me  three  mcmths  in 
^e  spring ;  in  every  great  work  unforeseen  dan- 
gers, and  difficulties,  and  delays  will  arise ;  and  I 
riiould  be  rather  sorry  than  surprised  if  next  m* 
tomn  was  postponed  to  the  ensuing  spring*  If  my 
Lady  (a  good  creature)  should  write  to  Mrs.  Por- 
ten,  she  may  convey  news  of  my  life- and  health, 
-widiout  saying  any  thing  of  tiiis  possible  delay. 
Adieu.  I  embrace,  &c. 
LaoMUiDe,  October  1st,  17S5. 
• .  •  •     •  • 

CCVL 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  SU£FFI£LD. 
'  •  •  LaUsaiiDe,  January  17th,  1785.  ' 

H fi AB|  aU  ye  nations !  An  epistle  from  Sheffield- 
plaee^  r^iv<^  -the  seventeenth  of  January,  is  an- 
swered the  same  day ;  and  to  say  the  truth,  this 
mediod)  which  is  the  best,  is  at  the  same  time  the 
Biost  easy  and  pleasant.  Yet  I  do  hot- allow  that 
on  the  last  past  silence  and  delay  you  have  any 
more  reason  to  swear  than  myself.  Our  letters 
crossed  each  olhei^  our*  daima  are  equals  and  if 

c  c  2  both 
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both  had  been  stiffly  maintained,  our  mutual  91* 
lence  must  have  continued  till  the  day  of  judg- 
ment The  balance  was  doubtless  in  my  favouri 
if  you  recollect  the  length,  the  fulness,  the  variety 
of  pleasant  and  instructive  matter  of  my  last  disr 
patch.  £ven  at  present,  of  myself,  my  occupa* 
tions,  my  designs,  I  have  little  or  nothing  to  add ; 
and  can  only  speak  dryly,  and  briefly  to  very  dry 
and  disagreeaUe  business. 

But  we  shall  both  agree,  that  the  true  criminal  is' 

my  Lady ;  and  though  I  do  suppose  that  a  letter  is 
on  the  road,  which  will  make  some  amends,  her 
obstinate^  contumacious,  dilatory  silence,  so  many 
months  or  years  since  my  valuable  letter,  is  worthy 
a  royal  tigressw  *  .  »  *  #  *  # 
Notwithstanding  your  gloomy  p<diticians,  Idolove 
the  funds  :  and  were  the  next  war  to  reduce  them 
to  lialf,  the  remainder  would  be  a  better  and  plea- 
santer  property,  than  a  similar  value  in  your  dirty 
acres. 

• 

N**  CCVII. 

EpwABD  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffield. 

'  By  the  difference,  I  suppose,  of  the  posts  of 
France  and  Germany,  Sir  Stanier's  letter,,  thoi^h 
6rst  written,  is  still  on  the  road,  and  gout's,  which 
I  received  yesterday  morning,  brought  me  the  first 
account  of  poor  Mrs»  Porten's  departure.  <  Thei^ 
are  few  events  that  could  afflict  me  loove  deeply, 

ami 
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and  I  have  been  ever  since  ina  state  of  mind  more 

deserving  of  your  pity  than  of  your  reproaches.  I 
certainly  am  not  ignorant  tliat  ^^  e  have  nothing- 
better  to  wish  for  ourselves  than  the  fate  of  that 
best-humoured  woman,  as  you  very  justly  style 
her ;  a  good  understaudiug  and  an  excellent  heai  t, 
with  health,  ^irits,  and  a  competency,  to  live  in 
the  midst  of  her  firiends  till*  the  age  of  fourscore, 
aiul  then  to  j>hut  her  eyes  without  pain  or  remorse. 
Death  can  have  deprived  her  only  of  some  years  of 
weakness,  perhaps  of  misery ;  and  for  myself  it  is 
surely  less  painful  to  lose  her  at  present,  than  to 
find  her  on  my  visit  to  England  next  year  sinking 
under  the  weight  of  age  and  infirmities,  and  per^ 
liaps  forgetful  of  herself  and  of  the  persons  once 
tlie  dearest  to  her.  All  this  is  perfectly  true :  but 
all  these  reflections  will  not  dispel  a  thousand  sad 
and  tender  remembrances  that  rush  upon  my  mind. 
To  her  care  I  am  indebted  in  earliest  infancy  for 
the  preservation  of  my  hfe  and  health*  I  was  a 
puny  child,  neglected  hy  my  mother,  starved  by 
my  nurse,  and  of  whose  being  very  little  care,  or 
expectation  was  entertained ;  without  her  mater- 
nal vigilance  I  should  either  have  been  in  my 
grave,  or  imperfectly  lived  a  crooked  ricketty  mon- 
ster, a  burden  to  myself  and  others.  To  her  in* 
structions  I  owe  the  first  mdiments  of  knowledge^ 
the  first  exercise  of  reason,  and  a  taste  for  books, 
which  is  still  the  pleasure  and  glory  of  my  life ; 
tad  though  she  taught  me  neither  language  nor 
science,  she  was  certainly  the  most  useful  precep- 
tor I  ever  had.  As  I  grew  up,  an  intercourse  of 

c  c  a  thirty 
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thirty  years  endeared  her  to  'me,  as  the  fidthfiU 

friend  and  the  agreeable  companion.  You  have  seen 
with  what  freedom  and  confidence  we  lived  toge* 
ther,  and  have  often  admired  her  character  and 
conversation,  which  could  alike  please  the  young 
and  the  old.  All  this  in  now  lost,  finally,  irreco- 
verably lost!  I  will  agree  with  my  Lady,  that  : 
the  immortality  of  the  soul  is  at  some  times  a- very 
comfortable  doctrine.  A  thousand  thanks  to  her  . 
for  her  constant  kind  attention  to/  that  poor  vro^ 
man  who  is  no  more.  I  wish  I  had  as  much  to 
applaud,  and  as  little  to  reproach,  in  my  own  be- 
Imviour  towards  Mrs,  Poiten  since  I  left  England ; 
and  when  I  reflect  that  my  letters  would  have 
soothed  and  comforted  her  decline,  I  feel  more 
deeply  than  I  can  express,  the  real  neglect,  and 
seeming  indifference,  of  my  silence.  To  delay  a 
letter  from  the  Wednesday  to  the  Saturday,  and 
then  from  the  Satwday  to  the  Wednesday,  appears 
a  very  slight  offence ;  yet  in  the  repetition  of  such 
delay,  weeks,  months,  and  years  will  elapse,  till 
the  omission  may  become  irretrievable,  and  the 
consequence  mischievous  or  fataL  After  a  kmg 
lethargy,  I  had  roused  myself  last  week,  and  wrote 
to  the  three  old  Ladies,  my  letter  for  Mrs«  Porten 
went  away  last  post,  Saturday  night,  and  yours 
did  not  arrive  till  Monday  morning.  Sir  Stanier 
will  probably  open  it,  and  read  the  true  picture  of 
^y  sentiments  for  a  friend  who,  when  I  wrote, 
was  already  extinct.  There  is  something  sad  and 
awful  in  the  thought,  yet,  on  the  whole,  I  am 
not  sorry  that  even  this  tardy  epistle  preceded  my 

know* 
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knowledge  of  her  death :  but  it  did  not  precede 
(you  will  observe)  die  information  of  her  danger^ 
ous  and  declining  state,  which  I  conveyed  in  my 
last  letter,  and  her  anxious  concern  tliat  she  should 
never  see  or  hear  from  me  again.  This  idea,  and 
the  hard  thoughts  which  you  must  entertain  of  me, 
press  so  much  on  my  mind,  that  I  must  frankly 
acknowledge  a  strange  inexcusalile  supineness,  on 
which  I  desire  you  would  make  no  comment,  and 
which  in  some  measure  may  account  tor  my  de- 
lays m  corresponding  with  you.  The  unjpleasant 
nature  of  business,  and  the  apprehension  of  finding 
something  disagreeable,  tempted  me  to  postpone 
ivom  day  to  day,  not  only  the  answering,  but  eveii 
rile  opening,  your  penultimate  episiie  |  and  when 
I  received  your  last,  yesterday  morning,  the  seal 
of  the  fonnei^  ivas  still  unbroken.  Oblige  me  sa 
fia*  as  t&  make  no  reflectioits ;  my  own  may  be  of 
seivice  to  me  hereafter.  Thus  fsur  (except  the  last 
sratence)  I  have  run  on  with  a  sort  of  melancholy 
pleasure,  and  find  my  heart  much  relieved  by 
unfolding  it  to  a  friend.  And  the  subject  so 
strongly  holds  me,  so  mUeh  disqualifies  me  for 
other  dis^rse,  either  serious'  or  pleasant,  that 
here  I  would  willingly  stop,  and  reserve  all  mis- 
cellaneous matter  for  a  second  volunteer  epistle. 
-Sot  we  both  know  how  irail  are  promises,  how 
dangerous  are  delays,  and  there  are  some  pecu- 
niary objects  onwhiph  I  think  it  necessary  to  give 
ycm  an  immediate,  though  now  tardy,  explanap 
tion.     •••    •    •    •  ♦ 

Adieu. 

cc4  .  N' 
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CCVIIL  - 

Edward  Gibbok,  Esq.  to  Sir  Stanieb  Portent^ 

Kensington  Palace. 

•    MrD£ARSiB»  Lausanne,  May  ISthy  4786. 

TiiE  melancholy  event  which  you  have  commu- 
nicated,  in  your  last  obliging  letter  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  April,  might  indeed  be  too  oAtundly 
feared  and  expected.  If  we  consult  our  reason,  we 
can  wish  nothing  better  for  ourselves  dian  the  lot 
of  that  dear  and  valuable  fr^nd  whom  we  have 
now  lost.*   A  waiin  heart,  a  strong  and  clear  un* 

*  derstanding,  a  most  invaluable  happiness  of  temper, 
which  shewed  her  the  agreeable  or  comfortaUe 
side  every  object,  and  every  situation ;  an  easy 
competency,  the  reward  of  her  own  attention;  pri- 
vate friendship,  general  esteem,  a  mature  age,  and 
a  placid  decline.  But  these  rational  motives  of 
consolation  are  insufScient  to  check  4  thousand 
soft  and  sad  remembrances  that  rush  into  my  mind  j 
the  intimacy  of  a  whole  life;  of  mine,  at  leaal^ 
from  the  earliest  dawn  of  my  infancy ;  the  mater- 
nal and  assiduous  care  of  my  health,  and  after waida 
of  my  mind;  the  freedom  tod  frequency  of  our 
conversations;  the  regret  which  I  felt  in  our  last 
separation,  and  the  hope,  however  faint  a^d  pre- 
carious, of  seeing  her  again.   Time  alone  can 

.  concile  us  to  this  irreparable  loss,  and  to  his  heal* 
ing  power  1  must  recommend  your  grief,  as  wel} 

*  His  atut^  Mn.  Catherine  Porten. 

as 
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B8  ihy  own.   I  rincerely  apj^ud  her  very  proper 

and  natural  disposal  of  her  effects,  and  am  proud 
of  the  pre-eminence  which  she  has  allowed  me  in  a 
list  of  dear  and  worthy  relations.  ' 

I  am  too  full  of  a  single  idea  to  expatiate,  as  I 
should  otherwise  do,  on  indifferent  matters;  yet 
not  totally  indifferent  to  my  friends,  since  they  re* 
late  to  my  present  situation.  -  My  health  is  in  ge- 
neral perfectly  good,  and  the  only  drawbacks  some 
occasional  visits  of  tlie  gout,  which  abate,  how- 
ever, in  strength,  and  are  grown,  I  think,  less  fre- 
quent and  lasting.  Tlie  life  which  I  lead  is  tem- 
perate and  tranquil,  and  the  distemper  itself  is  not 
common  in  the  purity  ahd  dryness  of  the  climate. 
After  a  long  trial,  I  can  now  approve  my  own 
choice  of  retiring  to  Switzerland,  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
moit  affectionately  yours. 

CCIX. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 

Sheffield. 

.  LsuiaaiM,  July  2Sd, 
•'••«# 

*  ♦  *  ♦  Since  I  have  another  page,  and 
some  leisure  moments,  we  may  as  well  employ  it 
in  friendly  converse ;  the  more  so,  as  the  great  let- 
ter to  which  I  alluded  is  wonderfully  precarious 
and  uncertain:  the  more  so  likewise,  as  our  corre- 
spondence for  some  time  past  has  been  of  an  abrupt . 
and  disagreeable  cast.  Let  us  fust  talk  of  Shef- 
field's works :  they  are  of  two  sorts :  Priino,  Two 

nymphs, 


uiymzed  by  Google 


L&TT£UU»  TO  ANiD  FROM 


ay^iplpa^.  whom;  I  much  denre  to  see^  the  sprightly 
Mariar  atnd  the  gentle  Louisa.  I  perfectly  represent 
them  both  in  the  eye  of  fancy ;  each  of  them  ac- 
complished accorduig  to  her  age  and  charaet^, 
^f^et  totally  different  in  their  external  and  intertial 
forpis,  SecundOf  Three  pamphlets ;  pamphlets!  I 
eiy  you  mercy;  three  weighty  treatises,  almost  as 
Hseful  as  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  primitive 
church.  And  here  let  me  justify,  if  I  have  not 
before/  my  siiencO'  on  a  subject  which  we  authors 
do  not  easily  forgive.  •  The  first,  whose  first  edi^ 
tions  had  seen  the  light  before  I  leflt  England,  fol- 
lowed me  here  tin  a  more  complete  condition ;  and 
that  Treatise  <)«r  ^  American  Trade  has  been  read, 
judged,  approved,  and  reported.  The  second,  on 
Ireland,  I  have  seen  by  accident  the  copy  you  sent 
to  Mr.  Trevor,  who  passed  last  stmimer  (eighty- 
five)  here.  The  third,  and  in  my  present  situation 
the  most  interesting,  on  the  French  Commerce,* 
I  haye  not  yet  seen  by  any  means  whatispever,  and 
you  who  know  what  orders  you  have  given  to 
Elmsley  or  others,  will  best  discern  on  whom 
should  be  laid  the  fault  and  the  blame.  But  to  re- 
turn to  your  books,  all  that  I  have  seen  must  do 
you  honour,  and  might  do  the  public  service:  you 
are-  above  the  trifling  decorations  of  style;  but 
your  sense  is  strong,  your  views  impartial,  and  your 
industry  laudable.  I  find  that  your  American 
Triaict  is  jUst  translated  into  German.  Do  you  still 

'  *  Lord  ShefTield  did  notpiAlith  his  observations  od  the  French 
Treaty  and  <2oQunerce. . 

cor*' 
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correspond  with  *  *  •  *p  If  he  oouM  estft* 

blish  a  beneficial  intercourse  between  the  two  first 
nations  in  the  world,  I  .would  excusde  him  some 
little  political  tei^venation.  At  some  distance  of 
time  and  place,  those  domestic  squabbles  lose  much 
of  their  importance ;  and  though  I  should  not  for^ 
give  him  any  hreach  of  private  firicadshtp  or  e^soS^ 
dence,  I  cannot  much  blame  him  if  he  chose  rar 
ther  to  serve  his  family  and  his  country,  than  to 
peisevere  in  a  hopeless,  aad,  arl  mspec^  an  impo* 
pular  opposition.  You  have  never  told  me  clearly 
and  correctly  how  you  support  your  inactive  retreat 
from  the  House  of  Commons ;  whether  you  have 
resumed  your  long  forgotten  taste  for  rural  plea^ 
sures,  and  whether  you  have  never  cast  a  look  to- 
wards Coventry,  or  some. other  bovough  equally 
pufe  and  respectable.  •  In  the  shoit  i^ace  that  is 
left  I  will  only  repeat  more  distinctly,  that  in  the 
present  contemplation  of  my  wovk,  June  or  July 
ef  neitft  year  is  the49arlie9t  term  at  which  I  can  hope 
to  see  England.  Do  not  be  childish  or  passionate ;  ^ 
trust  me,  I  wish  to  app^  in  England ;  but  it  must 
be  wi&  my  book  in  iny  hlmd:  and  a  book  takes 
more  time  in  making  than  a  pudding.  Adieu.  Will 
my  Lady  never  writef  ^  • 

»  *  •  •  k  f 

N^CCX.    '  •/    '  ' 

£i>WASi]>  GIBBON,  E^.  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 

•Snsi^nBLD.'  • 

"        •  '  Lausanne,  January  20th,  1787'. 

Aftxb  some  sallies  of  wrath,  you^em  at  length 
to  hav»«i|bsiiled  in  suUen  0iknoe,:an^  I  nuist'oaiH 

fess 
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fess  not  totally  without  reason.   Yet  if  your  mind 

be  still  open  to  truth,  you  will  confess  that  I  am 
not  so  black  as  I  appear.  1.  Your  Lordship  has 
ihewn  much  less  activity  and  eloquence  than  for- 
merly, and  your  last  letter  was  an  answer  to  mine» 
which  I  had  expected  some  time  with  impatience. 
Bad  examples  are  dangerous  to  young  people.  Si. 
Formerly  I  have  neglected  answering  your  epistles 
on  essential,  though  unpleasant,  business ;  and  the 
reS'publica  or  prvoata  may  have  suffered  by  my 
ne^ect.  Supposing  therefore  we  had  no  transac- 
tions, why  should  I  write  so  often  ?  To  exchange 
^sentimental  compliments,  or  to  relate  the  various 
and  important  transactions  of  the  republic  of  Lau- 
sanne. As  long  as  I  do  not  inform  you  of  my 
death,  you  have  good  grounds  to  believe  me  alive 
and  well.  You  have  a  general,  and  will  soon  have 
a  more  particular  idea  of  my  system  and  arrange- 
ment here.  One  day  glides  away  after  another  in 
tranquil  unifbrmity^.  Every  object  must  have  sides 
and  moments  less  luminous  than  others ;  but,  upon 
the  whole,  the  hie  and  the  place  which  I  have  cho- 
sen are  most  happily  adapted  to  my  chancter  and 
circumstances;  and  I  can  now  repeat,  at  the  end 
of  three  years,  what  I  soon  and  sincerely  al£rmed> 
that  never,  in  a  single  instant,  have  I  repented  of 
my  scheme  of  retirement  to  Lausanne;  a  retire- 
ment which  was  judged  by  my  best  and  wisest 
fiiencf  a  project  little  short  of  insanity.  The  place» 
the  people,  the  climate,  have  answered  or  exceeded 
my  warmest  expectations.  And  though  I  truly 
fcgoice  iai  mgr  approadiing  ywL  to  Eogtand,  Mr, 

Pitt, 
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l^itt)  were  he  your  friend  aod  imne»  would  not  find 

it  an  easy  task  to  prevent  my  return.  3.  And  now 
let  me  add  a  third  reason,  which  often  div^ed  torn 
from  writing ;  namely,  my  impatience  to  see  you 
tliiij  next  summer.  I  am  building  a  great  book, 
which,  besides  the  three  stories  already  exposed  to 
the  public  eye,  will  have  three  atones  more  before 
we  reach  the  roof  and  battlements.  You  too  have 
built  or  altered  a  great  Gothic  castle  with  baronial 
battlements.  Did  you  finish  it  within  the  tim^ 
you  intended  ?  As  that  time  drew  near,  did  yo« 
not  find  a  thousand  nameless  and  unexpected 
works  that  must  be  performed ;  each  of  them  call* 
ing  for  a  portion  of  time  and  labour  ?  and  had  you 
not  despised,  nobly  despised,  the  minute  diligence 
of  finishing,  fitting  up,  and  furnishing  the  apart- 
ments, you  would  have  discovered  a  new  train  of 
indispensable  business.  Such,  at  least,  has  been 
my  case.  A  long  while  ago,  when  I  contemplated 
the  distant  prospect  of  my  work,  I  gave  you  and 
myself  some  hopes  of  landing  in  England  last  au- 
tiunn^  but,  alas!  when  autumn. grew  near,  hills 
began  to  rise  on  hills,  Alps  oa  Alps,  and  I  found 
my  journey  far  more  tedious  and  toilspme  than  I 
had  imagined. '  When  I  look  back  QU  the  length 
^of  the  imdertakkig,  and  the  variety  of  materials,  J 
cannot  accuse,  or  suffer  myself  to  be  accused  of 
idleness ;  yet  it  appeared  that  unle^ss  1  doubled  my 
diligence,  another  year^  and  perhaps  more,  would 
elapse  bef<Mre  I  could  embark  with  my  complete 
4nanuscript.  Undei'  tliese  circumstajices'  I.  took» 
aad  amjtill  execatmg,  a  bold  and  meritoiious  leso* 
•  -  lution. 
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itttion;  Tht  mornings  in  whitel*,  and  in  a  c6tintfjr 
of  early  dinners,  are  very  concise;  to  them,  my 
tisual  period  of  study,  I  now  frequently  add  the 
evenings,  rtoounce  caids  and  society ,*  refuse  the 
most  agreeable  evenings,  or  perhaps  make  my  ap- 
pearance at  a  late  supper.  By  this  extraordinaiy 
industry,  which  I  never  practised  befcMre,  aiid  to 
which  I  hope  never  to  be  again  reduced,  I  see  the 
last  part  of  my  History  growing  apace  under  my 
'  hands' ;  all  my  materials  are  ccdlected  and  arranged ; 
I  can  exactly  compute,  by  the  square  foot,  or  the 
.  square  page,  all  that  remains  to  be  done ;  and  after 
toiiclnding  textimd  notes,  after  a  genml  review 
of  my  time  and  my  ground,  I  now  can  decisively 
ascertain  the  fmal  period  of  the  Decline  and  Fall, 
and  caft  boldly  promise  that  I  will  dine  with  yon 
at  Sheffield-place  in  the  month  of  August,  or  per- 
haps of  July,  in  the  present  year ;  within  less  than 
a  twelvcBftonth  of  ike  Mrm  which  I  had  loos^y 
«nd  originally  fixed  ;  and  perhaps  it  would  mt  ht 
easy  to  find  a  work  of  that  size  and  importance,  in 
which  the  workman  has  so  tolerably  kept  hifr  word 
with  himself  mA  the  pnblic.  But  in  lilts  situatioo, 
oppressed  with  this  particular  object,  and  stealing 
every  hour  from  my  amusement^  to  the  £itigue  of 
the  pen,  iSxA  the  eyes,  you  will  Mitdiivtf'  of  yta 
miglit  conceive,  how  little  stomach  I  liave  for  the 
epistolary  style :  md .  that  inst^  of  idle^  tibough 
friendly,  cdmspondenoe,  Itiiinkitfiurmove  agre^ 
able  to  employ  my  time  in  the  effectual  measures 
that  may  hasten  and  exhilarate  our  personal  inter* 
vie^.  AbMt  a;  monfh  I  hod  a  n^lutitafy,  ^ 
I  *  not 
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hot  tmpleaMng,  epistle  from  Cadell;  He  rinfenfiis 
me  tliat  he  is  going  to  print  a  new  octavo  edition, 
the  former  being  exhausted,  and  that  the  puUk 
Expect  with  impatience  the  conclumn  of  that  ex^ 
Giillent  work,  whose  reputation  increases  every 
day,  &c.  I  answered  him  by  the  return  of  tht 
post,  to  inform  hkn  of  the  period  and  extent  6fmf 
labours,  and  to  express  a  reasonable  hope  that  he 
would  set  the  same  value  on  the  three  last  as  he 
had  done  on  the  diree  former  volumes.  ^  Should  vte 
conclude  in  this  easy  manner  a  tiansaction  so  ho- 
nourable to  the  author  and  booksell^,  my  way  is 
dear  and  open  before  me;  in  pecuniary  Bmttere  t 
think  I  am  assured  for  the  rest  of  my  life  of  never 
-  troubling  my  friends,  or  being  troubled  myself;  a 
state  to  whidi  I  aspire^  ^d  which- 1  indeed  der 
serve,  if  not  by  my  management,  at  least  by  my 
moderation.  •  ^  .  j;  • 

In  your  last,  you  talk;  moie^of  the  French  treaty 
than  of  yourself  and  your  wife  and  family  ;^a  true 
£ngHsh  quid  nunc  i'.  i  JSar  my  .part,  in  this  remote^ 
i»hm^,  neutral  country,  you  will  'siqipose^  tfaa( 
atfter  a  slight  'glance  om  tiie  papers^  I  hm  neiiher 
had  the  means  nor  the  inclination  to  think  very 
deeply  'about  it;  As  a  dtiaeniof  tfae  world,  h  dbsh 
nUJter  to  which  I  am  every  day  rising  or'sinking, 
I  must  rejoice  in  every  agreement  that  diminishes 
the  separation  between  neighbourang  oountries, 
which  softens  tibeir  prejudiees,  utiitds .  their  into- 
rests  and  industry,  and  renders  their  future  hosti* 
lities  less  frequent  and  less  implacable.  With  re- 
gard to  the  present  trea^,  I  hope  both  nations  are 
'  gainers ; 
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gainen ;  since  otherwise  it  cannbt  be  lasting ;  waA 

such  double  mutual  gain  is  surely  possible  in  fair 
trade^  though  it  could  not  easily  happen  in  the 
mischievous  amusements  of  war  said  gaming.  -  * 
*  •  •  •  What  a  delightful  hand  have 
these  great  statesmen  made  of  it  since  my  depar- 
ture !  without  power,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  with- 
out hope.  When  we  meet  I  shall  advise  you  to 
digest  all  your  political  and  commercial  knowledge, 

'  (England,  Ird^d,  Fiance,  America,)  and,  with 
some  attention  to  style  and  order,  to  make  the 
whole  a,  classic  book,  which  may  preserve  your 
name  and  benefit  your  country.  I  know  not  whe* 
ther  you  have  seen  Sir  Heniy  Clinton  since  his 
return:  he  passed  a  day  with  me,  and  seemed 

'  pkafted  with  my  reception  and  place.  We  talked 
over  you  and  the  American  war.  I  embrace  the 
silent  my  Lady,  and  the  two  honourable  Misses, 
whom  I  sigh  to  behold  and  admire;  Adieu*  Ever 
yours.* 

Though  I  can  part  with  land,  you  find  I  cannot  . 
part  with  books :  the  remainder  of  my  library  ha^ 
so  long  embarrassed  your  room,  that  it  may  now 
await  my  presence  and  final  judgment.  Has  my 
Lady  read  a  novel  intitled  Caroline  de  Licfafieki, 
of  bhr  home  manufacture  ?  I  may  say  of  ours, 
since  Dey  verdun  and  myself  were  the  judges  and 
j>atrQn8  of  the  manuscript  The  author,  who  is 
since  married  k  second  time,  (Madame  de  CroutoSi 
now  Montolieu,)  is  a  charming  woman.  I  was  in 
slime  doEd^. 
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Edward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Lausanne,  June  Sd, 

I  BEGIN  to  discover  that  if  I  wait  till  I  could 
achieve  a  just  and .  satisfactory  epistle^  equally 

pleasant  and  instructive,  you  would  have  a  poor 
chaace  of  hearing  from  me,  I  will  tliercfore  cou- 
tokt  myself  with  a  simple  answer  to  a  questioot 
which  (I  love  to  believe)  you  repeat  with  some 
impatience :  "  When  may  we  expect  you  in  Eng- 
land ?"  My  great  buildingis,  as  it  were,  completed, 
and  some  slight  ornaments,  the  painting  and  glazing 
of  the  last  finished  rooms  may  be  dispatched  withr 
out  inconvenience  in  the  autumnal  residence  of 
Sheffiekl'PIace.  It  is  therefore  my  sincere  and 
peremptory  intention  to  depart  from  Lausanne 
about,  the  twentieth  of  July,  and  to  find  myself 
(fne  trmmr)  in  London  on  or  before  the  glorious 
first  of  August.  I  know  of  notlyiig  that  can  pre- 
vent it  but  ^  fit  of  the  gout,  the  capricious  tyiwty 
who  obeys  no  la  wis  eitlier  of  time  or  place ;  and  so 
unfortunately  are  we  circumstanced,  that  such  a 
£t|  \i  it  came  late  and  lasted  long,  would  effectually 
disable  me  from  coming  till  next  spring;  since 
thereby  I  should  lose  the  seajson,  the  monsoon,  for 
the  impri&ssion  of  three  quaito.volumes,  which  will 
lequire  nuae  montbs»  (a  regular  parturition,)  and 
cannot  advantageously  appear  after  the  beginning 
ox  middle,  .of  May.  At  the  same  time  do  not  be 
^rebra^ive  that  I  mean  to  play.you  a  dog's  trick. 
'\  .VOL.  II.  .  D  0  From 
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From  a  thousand  motiyes  it  is  my  wish  to  come  ^ 

over  this  year.;  the  desire  of  seeing  you,  and  the 
sileni  sullen  my  Lady ;  the  family  arrangementSy  ' 
discharge  of  servants,  which  I  have  already  made; 
the  strong  wish  of  settling  n\y  three  youngest  chil- 
dren in  a  manner  honouraUe  to  them  and  beneficial 
to  their  parents.  Much  iniscellaneous  matter  rises 
to  my  pen,  but  I  will  not  be  tempted  to  turn  the 
leaf.  £xpect  me  therefore  at  Sheiiiekl-Place,  with 
s<mng  probability,  about  the  fifteenth  of  August. 
Adieu.    Yours.         '  •  • 

. '  N'  CCXII. 

a  * 

Edward  Gibbon^  Esf^  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Lansaime,  July  Slst»  17S7* 

Tu£  twentieth  of  July  is  past,  and  I  am  stiU  at 
Lansannei  but  the  march  of  heavy  bodies^  sudh  a» 
Rrmies'  and  historiins^  can  sddom  be  foreseen  or 
fixed  to  a  precise  day.  Some  particular  reasons 
inve  engaged  me  to  allew  myself  another  wedk; 
and  the  day  of  my  departure  is  now  (/  Mieee) 
determined  for  Sunday  the  twenty-ninth  instant. 
You  know  the  road  and  the  distance.  I  am  no 
mpid  English  traveller,  and- my  servant  is  not  ao> 
customed  to  ride  post.  I  was  never  fond  of  deeda 
of  darkness^  and  if  the  weather  be  hot,  we  must 
fepose  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Yet  the  roads  are 
in  general  good  :  between  sun  and  sun  the  interval 
is  loQg ;  and,  barring  the  accidents  of  winds  and 

waveB>  I  think  it  possible  to  mcti  LondoQ  in  ten 

or 
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or  twelye  days;  viz.  on  or  before  the  ninth  of 
August  With  your  active  spirit,  you  will  scarce 
understand  how  I  can  look  on  this  easy  journey 
with  some  degree  of  reluctance  and  apprehension ; 
but  after  a  tranquil  sedentary  life  of  four  y^arsy 
(having  lain  but  a  single  liight  out  of  my  own 
bed,)  I  see  mountains  and  monsters  in  the  way ; 
and  so  happy  do  I  feel  myself  at  home^  that  nothing 
but  the  strongest  caUs  of  friendship,  and  interest 
could  drag  me  from  hence. 

0 

N*  CCXIII.  ^ 
Th^  Same  to  the  Same. 

Adelphi  Hotel,  August  SOh 

Intelligence  extraordinarv.  This  day  (Au- 
gust the  seventh)  the  celebrated  E.  G.  arrived  with 
a  numerous  retinue  (otie  servant).  We  hear  that  he 
has  brought  over  from  Lausanne  the  remainder  of 
his  History  for  immediate  publication.  Tlie  post, 
had  left  town  before  my  arrival.  I  am'  pleased, 
btit  in^feed  astonished,  to  find  myself  iit  London^ 
after  a  journey  of  six  hundred  miles,  and  liardly 
yet  conceive  how  I  had  resolution  to  undert^e  it 
I  find  myself  not  a  little  fatigued,  and  hav*  devoted 
this  hot  day  to  privacy  and  repose,  without  having 
seen  any  body  except  Cadell  and  £lmsley,  and  my 
neighbo«(i*  JBatt,  whose  civility  amounts  to  kind* 
ness  and  real  friendship.    But  you  may  depend  on 

that  instead  of  sauntering  in  town,  or  giving 
way  to  every  temptation,  I  will  dispatch  my  necesi 
sary  work,  and  liasten  with  unpatieuce  to  th^ 

D  D  a  groves 
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groves  of  Sheffield-Place ;  a  project  somewhat  more 
ratronal  tjnan  the  hasty  turbulent  visit  which  your 
vigour  had  imagined.  If  you  come  up  to  quicken 
jny  diligence  we  shall  meet  the  sooner ;  but  I  see 
no  app^rance  of  my  leaving  town  befpre  the  end 
of  next  weelc   I  cfmbrace^  tee.  Adieu« 

CCXIV. 
M.  Gibbon  a  Madame  de  Severy. 

Sheffield-Place,  ce  1  Septemlire,  1787* 

Notre  ami  Deyrerdun  vous  aura  dijk  cx>mmu* 
niqu6,  Madame,  les  premieres  nouvelles  de  mon 
voyage,  et  de  mon  arriv^e.  En  quittant  Lausanne 
j'6prouvois  les  sentimens  d*un  homme  qui  s'arrache  k 
sa  patrie.  Depuis  quatre  ans  j  y  goutois  les  douceurs 
d'unc  vie  tranquille  et  s^dentaire :  le  bruit,  Ic  mouve- 
ment,  les  fatigues  du  voyage  m  eftray oient  d^avance; 
j'^tois  content  et  heureux  dans  ma  petite  enceinte^ 
€t  en  franchissant  les  premi^:res  montagnes  je  voyois 
ftvec  une  sorte  de  surprise  et  d'^pouvante  le  monde 
qui  s'agrandissoit  devant  moi.  Ces  cndntes  pu6riles 
6toient  fortifi^es  par  des  regrets  plus  dignes  d'un 
homme  raisonuable.  Je  perdois  de  yue  cette  posi- 
tion unique  sur  la  tene^  ce  laC|  ces  montagnes,  ce^ 
riants  c6teaux;  ce  tableau  charmant  qui  parott 
toujours  ncmveau  aux  yeux  mSmes  accoutum^s  dis 
lent  enfance  k  le  voir.  Je  laissois  ma  biblioth^uei 
la  terrasse/mon  berceau,  une  mauon  riante  et  tons 
ces  petits  objets  de  commodity  journah^re  que 
rhabitude  nous  iiend  si  n^cessaires.  et  dont  I'abienoe 
nous  fait  k  tous  momens  sentir  la  privatk%  Sur 

tous 
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tous  les  pays  de  TEurope,  j'avois  choisi  pour  ma 
fetraite,  le  Pays  de  Vaud,  et  jamais  je  ne  me  suis 
repenti  un  seul  instant  de  ce  choix. 

La  tranquiUit^  du  gouvemement;  qui  vaut  mieux 
peut-^tre  que  iiotre  liberty  oragcuse,  un  peuple 
aimable,  une  soci^t^  douce  et  facile,  la  politesse 
x^unie  avec  la  sixbplicit^  des  mceurs,  voili  les  objets 
que  j'ai  chcrch^s  i  Lausanne,  que  j'y  ai  trouv^s,  ct 
que j'aurois  diiiicilement  trouves  ailleurs.  Je  comp- 
tois  avec  raison  sur  un  ami  de  trente  ans  qui  ne  me 
laisse  rien  k  d6sirer,  qu'une  sant6  mieux  afFermie,  et 
parmi  une  foule  de  connoissances  agr^ables,  je  me 
flatte  d'avoir  acquis,  et  je  ne  crains  pas  de  perdre^ 
Tamiti^  d\ine  famille  enti^  dontchaque  individu 
(je  parle  en  simple  historien)  poss^de  le  caracti^re,  " 
le  genre  de  m^rite,  et  les  talens  qui  conviennent  k 
son  age,  et  '^  sa  position :  voil^  mes  richesses.  Je 
me  rappelle  sou  vent  avec  reconnoissance,  et  avec 
plaisir,  le  bonh^ur  que  j  ai  gohU,  et  i'accueil  que  j'ai 
k  Lausanne,  et  je  ne  pourrois  me  consoler  de 
notre  s^paiation,  si  je  ne  conservois  pas  l*esp6rance, 
disons  mieux  le  dessein  ferme  et  in^bianlable,  de 
ttvtAr  au  printms  prochain  ma  patrie  d*adoption, 

.'Mon  voyage  s*est  pass6  sans  ^v^nemens.  En- 
fterm^  seul  dans  une  boete  roulante,  je  jouissois 
dc^^ent  d'un  tableau  mouvant  qui  se  varioit  k 
ehaque instant,  et  au  milieu  de  mes  ide6s  et  de  mes 
livres,  les  journ^cs  s'^couloient  sans  ennui.  Un 
seul  trait  int^ressant  que  j'ai  recueilli  en  traversant 
bt  Bburgogne  poum  grossir  le  vdume  des  causes 
C^lebres  de  ces  m^piises  fatales  que  les  tribunaux 
d^i'FnmcenousjOQt  si  souvent foumies.  Enchant 
" '  i  D  D  9  geant 
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gemtde  oh^vaux  je  pri^toU  TaJteUie  ^  Veutretieadn 
maltre  de  poBta  et  d'un  abb^  qui  nusotmoieBt  8ur 

line  atFaiie  laquellc  occupoit  clans  ce  momcnt-la 
tou8  les  esptita:  une  justice  pr6»idiale  avoit  con- 
damn^  deux  accus^^  Tun  k  la  potence,  Vautre  aux 
galores :  ils  en  appcll^rent  au  paiicment  de  Dijon; 
et  ce  tribunal  supreme  afin  de  ne  pas  copier  trop 
aervUement  I'arr^t  d'une  oour  int'^rieuie,  s'aTisa 
de  laisser  tou jours  subsister  les  deux  jugemens 
mais  de  faiie  chauger  de  r6ie  aux  deux  acteurs :  le 
|>eiidu.moiirut  comme  vous  le  sentf^  Ineni  le  for^^t 
aussi:  il  sest  trouv^  depuis,  que  tous  les  deux 
^toieut  iimocens.  Des  auu»  de  iliuxnanit^  8C  sout 
patimia  devant  le  ccwuseil,  qui  vient  de  re^yoyer 
raffUpe  au  mfime  parlement  de  Dijon,  et  cette 
assen)bl6e  d^libcre  actucUem^ut  9  il  couvient  a  sa 
gloire  de  r^habiliter  la  m^moire  de  cesi  deux  infcnr* 
tun^  qu'^lle  a  assassiii^B  du  glaive  de  la  juadce. 

J  ai  traverse  la  mer  par  uu  calme  assez  ennuyeux, 
et  k  Loudresi  dana  cette  laifon,  je  n'ai  trouv^ 
qu'uM  vaate  aolitude.  Apr^  avoir  exp^^  lea 
affaires  les  plus  pressantes  qui  m'appelloient  dans 
pette  capitale,  je  me  suis  rendu  au  Chiteau  de  mon 
ami  Lord  Sheffield,  s^our  du  repos^  et  de  rainiti6. 
Depuis  trois  oa  quatre  semaines  j'y  mfene  une  vie 
desplus  tranquili/Qs;  mm  goht  et  m^s  for<9ea  ne 
a'accotdent  gu^i^  ayec  lea  ex^icea  diamp^tea. 
Je  soufFre  quelquea  visites  du  voi.^inagc,  sans  les 
rendie  trop  exac^menti  et  je  ne  me  suis  permia 
qu'une  jeule.courae  au^  eaux  de  Tunbridge  isix 
Jieuea  did :  Tendroit,  trfes  agr^ble  par  lui  m^me, 
4toit  rempli  de .  ior t  bonAe  coii^pagaie ;  -  Mad4n)6 

Trevor, 
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Tr6vor  et  Lady  Clai]gei»  venoient  de  Ic  quitten 
Chemin  finsaiit  j'y  ai  renouvell^  b^ucoup  de  con- 
noissances,  mais  Tobjet  de  cette  course  6toit  mon 
ancienaini  Lord  Nortii,  avec  qui  j'ai  pa^  la  jQum^ 
entabxe :  je  Tai  trouv^  ^Veugle  mais  gai»  et  96862 
console  lie  son  malheur  au  milieu  de  sa  famille. 

publici  quoique  partage.  sur  le  m^ite  de  co 
nmbtrc^  ac  r&init  pour  aiiiief>  et  pour  plai&dro 
ITiomme  honn*te  et  int^ressant  Je  pourrois  voui 
parler,  Madame,  de  nosatiaiies  politiques  et  de  la 
ftelutUm  unanime  du  miimlisEe  et  de  la  naticm  de 
'  aooteiiir  le  Statl^uder  par  les  n^goCiaticHis  ou  par 
leBormes :  mais  j  aime  mieux  vous  entretenir  d'uu 
jeune  faoiBme  qui  nous  iot^roMe  Ineii  plus  qu/e 
tetes  les  puissances  del'Europe.  J'espire  queirous 
conservez  toujours,  Monsieur  cle  Severy  et  vous, 
rintentioa  &vod7abIe:  de.  m'envoyer  notre  fUs  (si 
wua  TOuIcB  bieh  jhe  .pemuittie  de  l^i  donner  ce. 
ttom.) 

*  Plus  jy  pense,  (et  j'y  ai  beaucoup  fi^m^,)  et  plus 
je  suis  con?ainGtt  que  ce  voyage  sera  utile  pour  lui 
et  sans  danger,  qu'il  sera  charm6  d'avoir  appris  la 
langueetd'avoir  vule  pays,  qu'il  sedeveloppera  eu 
tout  sens,  qa^il  fomicra  des  liaisons,  et  qu'il  retour^ 
nera  Lausanne  plus  propre  aux  grandes  aventures, 
ou  plus  content  de  vivre  tranquille  au  sein  de  son* 
l»ys.  Je  me  repens  d6jk  de  ne  yaroir  pas  eminent 
avec  moi,  et  lorsque  je  songe  au  terns  qu'il  lui 
fiuidira  pour  acqu^rir  une  nouvelle  iangue^  ii  me 
maAle  qu^S  vaudioit  mieux.  le  fti|p  partir  sanst 
4Msi,  et  lui  aecorder  trois  ou  quatre  mois  de  retraite 
it  la  campagne  avant  son  d^but  dans  la  capitaJe. 
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£n  raisonnant  avec  Lord  Sheffield  sur  le  choix  d'tut 
radmt  convenable,  U  s'en  est  pF^sentii  im  tel  qiid 

nous  poiirrions  le  d^sirer,  k  deux  lieues  seulement 
de  son  chateau :  je  pourrai  voir  tr^  flouvent  notve 
iU^e»  il  y serareipu  avec  plaisir  par  Lotd  Shefiidd: 
je  lui  promets  la  chasse  au  renard,  au  lifevre  et  au 
fusil;  s'ii  peut  se  passer  de  domestique  en  rou;^  il 
liii  sera  beaucoup  plus  avantageux  de  prendre  ua 
Anglois  sur  les  lieux.  Le  grand  chemin  de  Pon- 
tarlier  k  Calais  est  assez  fray^  et  les  occasions  ea 
poste  ou  avec  un  voiturier  doivent  se  prdsentinr  tris 
souvent,  mais  le  pas  d'un  voiturier  seroit  bien  lent 
pour  notre  impatience.  A  son  arriv^e  k  Londres 
Wilhelm  s'adressera  k  Elmky  librairCj  0ppi^Ut 
Southampton-street  in  the  Strand,  qui  dirigera  se^ 
premieres  demarches,  et  le  fera  partir  (si  je  ne  suis 
pas  en  ville)  pour  le  ch&teau  de  Sheffield^  aii  tout 
est  d6jk  prevehu  en  sa'&veur.  Mais  je  suis  presque 
tent6  de  vous  proposer  une  autre  route  qui  n*a 
d'autre  inconvenient  qu'une  plus  longup  travm^e 
de  mer,  ce  seroit  de  suivre  par  les  voitures  publi<{u6s 
le  grand  chemin  de  Genfeve,  Lyon.  Paris,  (sans  s'y 
arr^teri)  et  Dieppe,  de  passer  dans  le  paquebot  de 
Dieppe  k  Brighthelmstone,  oil  il  a'adreueioit  'i;; 

Monsieur  S  ,  niarchand  tr^s  connu,  qui  le  fera 

conduire  tout  de  suite  k  Sheffield  distant  de  six 
lieues  seulement  de  ce'  port  Qndque  parti,  que 
vous  preniez,  j'ose  vous  supplier  de  vouloir  bien 
me  le  communiquer  sur  le  champ :  il  me  semblc 
que  nous  n'avpiis  point  de  terns  k  perdre^  je  feni 
une  petite  course  k  Londres  le  mois  prochain,  iasAk 
Je  pourrai  Tav wcer  ou  la  retarder  de  quelques  jours 

suivant 
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teivsnt  vos  anangemens*  Rappellez  moi.  au  sou* 
veair  du  petti  troupeau  de  LauBanne:  j'atbeiida 

avec  impatience  des  nouvelles  de  Dcyverdun. 
J'embrasse  Monsieur  de  Severy  et  Wiihelm,  sans 
oier  prendre  oette  Ubert^  avec  Angletinek-  Adieiii 
Madame,  le  papier  me  manque  pour  les  formulcs, 
siaia  je  left  crois  a«&ez  superflues.  - 

I 

N«  CCXV. 
Gibbon  h  M.  de  Severt^ 

f  ;:    •  • 

Sheffield-Place,  ce  4  Novembrei  'l^Sr*  - 

j£  ne  sauroisy  Monsieur,  ^aisser  partir  les  d^p^phes 
de  notr^  fils  sans  vous  dire  avec  combien  de.]iiaisir. 
je  I'ai  embrass6  et  quelle  joye  j'ai  resaentie  k  voir 
r^liser  des  projets  que  noi^  avions  formes  dan;^ 
mon  «petit  pavilion  k  Lausanne.  II  est  amv6  eo; 
par&ite  sant^,  trfes  content  ce  me  semUe  des  pre-( 
miers  pas  qu'il  a  faits  dans  cette  grande  entreprise, 
^t  je  me  persuade  de  plus  en  plus  qu'elle  lui  r^ussira. 
k  tous  ^gards.  Son  d^but  dans  le  petit  cercle  de 
SheflSeld-Place  a  €t€  tr^s  heureux,  II  plait  dej^  i 
tout  le  monde,  depuis  Milord,  jusqu'au  petit  chien 
de.  Milady ;  et  si  lesvpremi^res  politesses  sont  pour 
mon  compte,  les  suivantes  k  Tinfini  seront  pour  lui ; 
nous  allons  bientd 1 1  etablir  dans  son  village.  Milord 
StliefiMd  le  g^ixieroit  yolontiers  au  chateau,  mais 
s'il  restoit  avec  nous  il  napprendroit  jamais 
Tanglois,  et  il  faut  savoir  sacrifier  T^r^U;  \ 
.  Futile.  Je  lui  annonce  quelques  semaines  d*ennui 
et  qu'il  n*est  pa^  possible  de  lui  sauver:  nous 
ri  ticherons 
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t^cherons  de  les  adoucir  par  les  petite&  cessouicet 
,de  ia  musique  ^  de  la  chaaac^  mais  ii  ne.&ut  pot 

que  le  clavecin  ni  le  chien  pailent  fran^ois — il 
m'a  inaiitr^  la  lettre  que  vous  lui  avez  dosm^  pour 
Votre  banquier,  lettre  tr^  boime  asrariniaiilv  oai» 
trfcs  inutile:  pennettez-moi  de  me  charger  unique- 
ment  de  ce  petit  detail,  et  k  mon  retour  ^Lau§a2me 
les  deux  p^res  compteront  ensemble.  II  sera  bon 
Cependant,  qu'ij  vous  indique  de  tems  en  tems 
Targent  qu'il  me  demande,  afiii  que  vous  puissiez 
rallentir  son  alluro  A  elle  se  trouve  un  peu  tirop 
vive :  je  lui  vois  les  dispositions  les  plus  sages,  et 
les  plus  modestes,  mais  dans  la  navigation  p6ril- 
leuse  des  grandes  villes  il  y  a  bien  des  teucils. 
.  Jlisqu'^  present  j^ai  meni  k  vie  la  plus  tranqnille, 
mais  dans  une  quiuzaine  de  jours,  k  la  rentr^e  du 
parlement,  j'irai  passer  quelqnes  jours  k  Londres, 
et  ensuite  k  Bath ;  je  reviendiar  ici  avant  les  fttes^ 
et  nous  ne  serons  solidement  6tablis  en  ville  que 
Tera  le  milieu  du  mois  de  Janvier.  Soyez  persuade 
que  non  seulemeht  dans  les  bois  de  Shefliebl,  mais 
au  milieu  de  la  dissipation  de  Londres  je  penserai 
toujours  k  Lausanne,  et  k  mon  retour.  Pour  vous^ 
apr^  avoir  eouru  le  bal  et  la  com6die  ..... 
vous  retournerez  k  Lausanne  au  mois  dc  D6cembre, 
tr^s  fiers  d'avoir  pass6  I'automne  a  la  campagne. 
'  Adieu^  Monsieur,  je  n'^joute  riai  pour  Maidam'e 
ct  Mademoiselle  de  Severy  :  elles  connoisseut  mes 

ft 

'sentimens,  et  toute  votre  maisou  na  qu'une  ame 
ctutKsjiiitJ  '  /  . 
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Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honourable 

'  £or^  SUETFIELD. 

Monday  Afternoon,  1787- 

I  precipitate!  I  inconvenience!  Alas!  alas! 
I  am  a  po^i  miserable  .cripple,  confined  to  my  qhair. 
Last  Wednesday  evening  I  felt  some  flying  symp 
toms  of  the  gout:  for  two  succeeding  days  I 
'Struggled  bravely,  and  went  in  a  chair  to  dine  with 
fott  and  Lord  Loughborough :  but  on  Saturday  I 
yielded  to  my  conqueror.  I  have  now  passed  thiiee 
wearisome  days  without  amusement,  and  three 
miserlble  nights  without  sleep.  Yet  my  acquaints 
ance  are  charitable ;  and  as  victue  should  never  be 
made  too  difficult,  I  feel  that  a  man  lias  more  friends 
in  Pall-mall  than  in  Bentinck-sti'eet.  This  fit  is 
remarkably  painful ;  the  enemy  is  possessed  of  the 
left  foot  and  knee,  and  how  far  he  may  carry  the 
war  God  only  knows.  Of  futurity  it  is  impossible 
to  speak ;  but  it  will  .be  finrtunate  if  I  am  able  to 
leave  town  by  the  end,  not  of  this,  but  of  the  en« 
suing  week.  What  may  be  the  future  progress, 
whether  abw  or  mpid,  ifinctuathig  or  steadyt  'time 
alone  wiU  determine ;  and  to  that  master  of  human 
knowledge  I.  must  lea^ve  our  Bath  journey.  Pity' 
IPfi  magnanimous  Baron ;  pitgrme^  tender  femalesi 
pity  me,  Swiss?  exiled*  a»d.  bdieve  ml^,  it  is  ftt 
better  to  be  learning  English  at  Uckfield.    1  write 

with  difficulty^  as  the  least  motion  or  conitnumt  ia 

,  •  .  , 

*      Wilhelio  de  Severy. 

my 
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my  attitude  is  repeated  by  all  the  nerves^  and  sinewa 
in  my  koee.   But  you  shall  find  each  day  a  note 

or  bulletin  of  my  health.  To-morrow  I  must  give 
pain  to  Mrs.  Gibbon.   Adieu.    Ever  yours. 

:      •  .        :     N«  CCXVII.  ' 

•  *         *  . 

Edward  Gibbon»  Esf.  ta  the  Right  ffattmraSte 

" '  *  •       •   '  Zady  Sheffield.  •        ..  "  '  ; 

;    '        *    .  '    .  '.II''  <     ,  .  • 

December  IStVlTIS?'*  • 

» 

L  Alas  1  alas !  ^as!   How  vain  and  iallaoiNs  aie 

all  the  designs  of  man  !  This  is  now  the  eight€i€ii*h 
of  December,  precisely  one  month  since  my  depar- 
turie  firom  ShelBeld^Place ;  and  it  was  'firmly  my 
wish,  my  hope,  my  ;i!esolation,  that  after  dispatching 
some  needful  business  in  London,  and  accomplish- 
ing a  {Mous  duty  at  fiath^  I  should  by  this  day 
restored  to  the  t;rahquil  leisure,  and  ftiendly  society, 
of  Sheffield-Place.  A  cruel  tyrant  has  disconcerted 
all  my  plans;  my  business  in  town  has  been  neg- 
lected, my  sittendance at  Batbiis  jtdst  begun,  and 
my  return  is  yet  distant.  I  was  not  a  little  edified 
to.hearof  some  expressions.of  .regret  . and.  discon- 
tent on  my  dq>arture;  and  though  I  am  not  able 
to  produce  as  good  evidence,  you  will  perhaps  be- 
lieve tliat  in  the  solitude  of  a  London  lodging  I 
|)(ftai  railed  at  die  gout  £m«  soaUciously  delaying 
his  attack  till  I  was  removed  from  a  place  where 
my  suffering  would  have  becu  alleviated  by  every 
kind  ajid  .comfortable  attenticm*  I  grew  at  last  so 
desperately  impatient,  as  to  resolve  on  immediate 
fiighti  without  waiting  till  I  had  totally  expelled 

the 
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the  foe,  and  recovered  my  strength.  I  performed 
the  journey  with  tolerable  ease,  but  the  motion  has  ■ 
agitated  the  remains  of  the  humour.  I  am  veiy 
lame,  and  a  second  fit  may  possibly  be  the  punish- 
ment of  my  rashness.  > 
.  Aa  yet  I  have  seen  nothing  of  Bath  except  Mr^* 
Gibbon,  and  weakness,  as  well  as  propriety,  will 
confine  me  very  closely  to  her.    Lord  Shetheldl^ 

,  with  Mr3.  Uoiroyd  and  Maria,  dined  with  us 
terday .  We  begin  to  throw  out  hints  of  the  shorts 
nesus  of  our  stay,  and  indispensable  business ;  and» 
unless  I  should  be  confined  by  the  gout,  it  is  r^ 
solved  in  our  cabinet  to  leave  Bath  on  Thursday 
the  twenty-sixth,  and  passing  through  Lord  Lough- 
borough's and  town,  to  settle  at  Sheffield-Place^ 
most  assuredly,  before  the  end  of  the.  year..  For, 
my  own  part  I  can  say  with  truth,  that  did  not 
the  press  loudly  demand  my  presence,  I.couldg^ 

^  without  "a  sigh,  allow  the  Duchess  to  reign  in, 
Downing-street  the  greatest  part  of  the  winter, 
and  should  be  happy  in  the  society  of  two  persons^ 
(no  common  blessing)  whom  I  love,  and  by  whom 
I  am  beloved. 

Adieu,  dear  Madam,  and  believe  me,  with  the 
affection  of  a  friend  and  a  brother,  ever  yours.     •  f 

N°  CCXVIIL  • 

•  •  #  (      •  I 

31.  Gibbon  d  Mad,  dc  Severy. 

Sbeffield-Place,  ce  17  Janvier,  178S» 

Sans  me  piquer  d'etre  de  tons  les  correspondanti, 
1^  plus  exac^  j'aurois  r^pondu  plutdt  i  la  Iqttre 

aimable. 
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aimable,  et  vraiment  amicale,  que  vous,  Madame  et 
Monsieur  deSevery,  mefites  I'honneurdem'^rirey 
si  jer  n'avois  pas  6t6  retard^  par  des  embattas  p^iii^ 
bles  et  facheux :  lorsqu'elle  me  parvint,  j'avois 
d6jk  quitt6  Shefiield-Place  pour  faire  un  voyage  k 
Londres  et  ^  Bath :  Londres  pour  des  affiures,et& 
Bath  pour  domier  quelques  jours  k  ma  belle-mfere, 
une  dame  ag6e  que  j'aime,  et  que  Je  respecte.  A 
pdine  avois-je  pass6  quatre  jours  <faiis  la  capitate 
loi*sque  ma  vieille  ennemie  la  goutte,  que  je  croyois 
avoir  noy^e  en  Suisse  au  fond  d  une  jatte  de  lait, 
mVi  su  retrouver.  L'atteinte  a  6t€  league  et  don^ 
loureuse ;  elle  m'a  accompagii6  k  Bath,  elle  m'a 
ramen^  ici,  et  ce  n  est  que  depuis  deux  jours  que 
yai  jett6  mes  b^uilles  pour  m'appuyer  sur  un 
bfttoti.  Mon  voyage,  auquel  j'avois  destine  quatre' 
semaineSy  s'est  tristement  prolong^  a  pr^s  de  deux 
mxM ;  aBlieu  de  toutes  les  petites  douceurs  qu'on 
mss^ble  dans  sa  maisoii  autour  de  soi  j'ai  double- 
ment  soufFert,  dans  les  hdtels  garnis,  dans  des  au- 
bergesy  sur  les  grands  chemins,  et  plus  d  une  fois 
il  ivi'a  flillu  monter  en  chaise  de  poste  dans  ees 
momens  oil  j'avois  le  plus  besoin  de  repos.  Tran- 
quille  ici  au  milieu  de  mes  amis  jusqu'^  notre  6ta* 
blissemeht  k  Londres  la  semaine  prochaine,  je 
profite  de  mon  loisir  pour  m'entretenir  avec  vous  de 
Tobjet  sur  tout  qui  nous  int^resse  le  plus, — Votre 
amiti£  se  plait  k  exag^wt  npn  pas  mes  sentimens 
pour  notre  jeune  ami,  mais  les  services  que  jusqu'i 
present  j'ai  pu  lui  rendre.  Mes  sentimens  sont 
dtjk  payds  d'un  retmir  tel  que  je  puis  le  ddsirer, 
par  les  proc^dds^  la  confiance,  et  Tattachement  de 

mos 
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mon  6I^ve,  dont  le  caractfere  vrai,  honnfete,  et  int6- 

ressant,  se  developpe  tous  les  jours  plus  clairement 

i  me$  yeux.   Pour  ce  qui  est  de  mes  aoius,  ii  no 

me  doit  encore  qu'un  peu  de  tristesse,  et  beaucoup 

d'ennui.    Apr^s  avoir  domi^  quelques  jours  au 

l^kisir  'de  nous  revoir  cai  Angleterre,  il  a  fallu  ie 

mener  k  Tetole,  et  il     senti  hiea  vivement  les 

premiers  momens  de  notre  separation :  sa  sant^  eu 

a  ni6me  €tii  alt6r6e:  mais  au  plus  fort  de  son 

abattement^  lorsque,  pour  demiire  consolation,  je 

lui  ai  propose  de  retourner  k  Lausanne,  il  m'a  r6* 

pondu  du  ton  le  plus  fier,  Piutdt  mourir. — II  est 

rest6,  il  n'est  point  mort  et  sa  8ant6  s'est  raflfeimie : 

je  vous  dirai  avec  la  plus  exacte  v^rite  qu'il  d6- 

mentira  ses  amis,  et  ses  envieux,  qui  ont  soutenu 

qu'il  n'apprendroit  jamais  I'anglois:  d6jk  il  entend 

presque  tout  ce  qui  sedit:  il  a  vaincu  les  ditlicultes 

de  la  prononciatioQ^  il  lit  tr^s  bien,  et  toutes  les 

fois  qu'il  en  a  le  courage,  il  fiut  des- efforts  tr^ 

heureux  pour  s'exprimer  dans  notre  langue.  Notre 

depart  prochaiu  ne  lui  laissera  que  trop  de  loisir, 

€t  lorsqu^  viendra-'au  commencement  du  mois  de 

Mars'  nous  retronver  k  Londres,  je  suis  persuad6 

que  nous  serous  encore  plus  etonn^s  de  ses  progr^ : 

il  $hn»  a  cette  heure^  c'est  alore  qu'il  moisson* 

^nera,  et  les  trois  mois  qu'il  pourra  passer  avec  moi 

et  mes  amis,  lui  laisserout  bien  des  souvenirs  agr6< 

ables  et  utiles. 

Permettei  k  present  que  je  descende  pour  vu 

moment  de  \  otre  salon  k  la  cuisine.    Je  vous  re- 

mercie  mille  fois  des  soins  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu 

rom  donner;  pour  me  trouver  une  gouremast^  et 

*  • 
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je  sens  tout  le  prix  de  voire  obligeailte  intentton 

de  la  prendre  chez  vous  d^s  le  mois  d  Avril :  pour 
peu  qu'elle  ait  de  diqiositions,  elle  nci  peut  que  se 
perfecticmner  k  une  si  bonne .  6eole ;  vous  aurez 
sans  doute  la  bont^  de  communiquer  cet  arrange- 
ment k  Monsieur  Deyverdun.  J'apprends  avec  une 
veritable  satisftiGtioa  qu'il  se  porte  mieux,.  et  qu'U 
passe  bien  des  soirees  dans  une  maison,  oil  je  me 
retrouve  souveut  par  ia  foi,  et  rcsperance,  Vous 
voudrez  bifin  lui  annoncer  une  lettre  de  ma  pai% 
peu  apr^s  mon  arriv^e  a  Londres ; .  mais  je  ne  lui 
fais. point  d'ex^cuse^s,  puisque  nous  sommes  ^gale- 
ment  coupables. 

Adieu,  Madame,  le  papier  me  manque :  mes  seil- 
timens  sout  in^uisabies. 

N*  CCXIX. 

* 

Dr.  William  Robertson  to  Mr.  Gibbon, 

JMx  i>£AA  Sir,         College  of  Edinburgh,  Feb.  27th,  1788 

Though  you  have  now  been  8(Mne  ttne  in  Lon« 

don,  yet  as  I  heard  of  your  ^velfere  by  different 
channels,  and  as  I  know  from  experience^  how 
much  a  man  has  to  do  who  is  printing  tlvee  quastos^ 
even  after  he  thinks  they  are  altogeth^  ready  fer 
the  press,  I  have  hitherto  forborne  to  interrupt  you 
by  any  letter  or  inquiry  of  mine.  But 'there  is 
such  a  general  impatience  to  see  your  new  publi- 
cation among  people  of  letters  here ;  and,  as  your* 
friend,  I  am  so  frequently  interrogated  about  the 
length  it  has  advanced,  and  the  time  when  it  will- 
appear/ 
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appear,  that  I  begin  to  be  ashamed  of  knowing  , 
nothing  more  about  it  than  otlier  people.  I  must 
request  of  youthen  to  furnish  me^with  such  in-  . 
formation  as  may  both  preserve  my  credit,  and  gra- 
tify my  own.  curiosity.  My  expectations  from  this 
part  of  your  work  are,  indeed,  very  high.  Your 
matmals  begin  to  improve,  -and  are  certainly  much 
more  copious  than  during  a  great  part  of  the  period 
you  have  .gone  through.  You  have  three  or  four 
events  as  great,  and  Splendid,  and  singular,  as  the 
iieart  of  an  historian  could  wish  to  delineate.  The 
contemporary  writers  will  furnish  you  with  all  ,the 
necessary  facts.  To  adorn  them  as  elegant  writers, 
or  ta  account  for  them  as  philosophers,  never  en- 
tered into  their  heads.    This  they  have  left  to  you. 

Since  you  went  to  the  continent  I  have  not  done 
so  much  as  I  wished.  My  health,  until  lately,  has 
beeixmore  sliattered ;  and  as  I  advance  in  life,  (I  am 
now  sixly-six,)  though  my  Acuities,  I  imagine^ 
arc  still  entire,  yet  I  find  my  mind  less  active  and 
ardent.  I  have,  however,  finished  a  very  careful 
revise  of  all  my  works,  and  have  ^ven  them  the 
last  polish  fhey  will  receive  from  my  hand.  I  have 
made  some  additions  to  each  of  them,  and  in  the 
History  of  Scotland  pretty  considerable  ones.  I 
have  desii^  Mr.  Strahan  to  send  to  you  a  copy  of 
them  uniformly  bound,  and  hope  you  will  accept 
of  theni,  as  a  memorial  of  my  esteem  and  affection. 
You  will  see  that  I  have  got  ill  Mr.  Whitakef  an 
adversary  so  bigot  ted  and  zealous,  that  though 
I  have  denied  no  article  of  faith,  and  am  at  least  as 
orthodox  as  lumself,  yet  he  nub  against  me  with 

.  UrOL.  II.  EE.  all 
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all  the  asperity  of  theolo^cal  hatied.   I  shall  bA^ 

here  to  my  fixed  maxim  of  making  no  reply.  May 
I  hope  that  when  you  see  Lord  Loughborough  you 
will  remember  me  to  him  with  kindness  and  re* 
spect  Our  friend  Mr.  Smith,  whom  we  were  in 
great  danger  of  losing,  is  now  almost  perfectly  re- 
established. I  have  the  honour.to  be,  with  great 
truth,  your  most  faithful  humble  Servant, 

William  Robertson* 

* 

N**  CCXX. 
Lord  North  to  Edward  Giubon,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,  Gfomnor-street,  May  nt,  l7Sa« 

tTpoN  the  receipt  of  your  books  and  the  perusal 
of  your  pre&ce,*  my  heart'was  too  full,  to  give  you 
an  immediate  answer :  so  kind  and  honourable  a 
testimony  of  your  friendship  and  esteem  would 
have  a£forded  me  the  greatest  pleasure  in  the  ino^ 
ment  of  my  highest  health  and  political  prospe- 

♦  Alluding  to  the  following  beautiful  and  just  enconaium  in 
Hhe  Preface  to  the  last  three  volumes  of  Mr.  Gibbon's  Histoiy 
of  the  Decline  and  Fail  of  the  Roman  Empire :  Were  I  ambi- 
^ous  of  any  other  patron  than  the  public,- 1  would  inscribe  this 
work  to  a  Stetesman  who,  in  a  long,  a  stormy,  and  at  length  an 
imfbrtonate  administration,  had  many  political  opponents,  almost 
without  a  )pei9onal  enemy :  who  has  retained  in  his  fidl  fiom 
power  many  faithful  and  diiinteiested  Ikiends,  and  who,  under 
the  pfesms  of  sevete  infirmity,  enjoys  the  lii^ly  vigour  of  his 
mind,  and  the  felicity  of  his  incomparable  temper.  Lord  North 
will  permit  me  to  express  the  feelings  of  friendship  in  the  lan- 
guage of  truth,  but  even  truth  and  friendship  should  be  silent  if 
h<;  still  dispej3sed  the  £Bkvours  of  the  Crown."   &        •  ' 
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rity ;  judge  then  what  I  must  feel  upon  receiving 
it  in  my  retirement,  while  labouring  under  a  cala- 
mity which  would  be  severe,  were  it  not  for  the 
goodness  of  my  friends.  I  have  it,  thank  Grod,  in 
my  power  to  return  your  kindness  in  the  manner 
which  will  be  most  agreeable  to  you,  by  assuring 
you  sincerely  that  nothing  could  have  given  me 
more  real  comfort  and  satisfaction  than  the  notice 
that  you  have  taken  of  me. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Most  gratefully  yours, 

North. 

N°  CCXXI. 

EnwAiiD  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffield. 

Downing-street,  June  21st,  1788. 

Instead  of  the  Historian  yoxk  receive  a  short  ' 

letter,  in  your  eyes  an  indispensable  tribute.  This 
day,  at  length,  after  long  delay  and  frequent  ex- 
postulation, I  have  received  the  writings,  which  I 
am  now  in  the  act  of  signing,  sealing  and  deliver- 
ing, according  to  the  lawyer  s  directions.  *  * 
*  *  •  *  ♦  I  long  to  be  at  Sheffield- 
Place.  You  see  my  departure  is  not  postponed  a 
inoment  by  idleness  or  pleasure,  but  the  precise 
day  still  hangs  on  contingencies,  and  we  must  all 
be  patient,  if  our  wishes  should  be  thwarted.  I 
say  our  wishes,  for  I  sincerely  desire  to  be  with 
-you.  I  have  had  many  dinners,  some  splendid  and 
memorable^  with  liastmgs  last  Thursday,  Mrith  the 

E  i;  2  Prince 
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Prince  of  Wales  next  Tuesday  at  Craufurd^s.  But 

the  town  empties,  Texicr  is  silent,  and  in  an  even- 
ing, I  desiderate  the  resources  of  a  family  or  a  club. 
Caplin  has  finished  the  Qerculean  labour,  and 
seven  majestic  boxes  will  abdicate  on  Monday 
your  hall.  Severy  has  hkewisq  dispatched  his  af 
foirs,  and  secured  his  companion  Clarke,  who  is 
arrived  in  town ;  but  his  schemes  are  abridged  by 
the  inexorable  rigour  of  Lord  Howe,  who  has  as- 
sured our  great  and  fair  intercessors,  that  by  the 
King's  order  the  dock-yards  are  shut  against  all 
strangers.  We  therefore  give  up  Portsmouth,  and 
content  ourselves  with  two  short  trips;  one  to 
Stowe  and  Oxford,  the  other  to  Chatham ;  and  if 
we  can  catch  a  launch  and  review,  encore  vit  on. 
He  (Severy,  not  Lord  Howe)  salutes  with  me  the 
family.  Adieu.  Yours. 

N«  CCXXII. 

£j>WARD  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Sheffield. 

r 

•#  • 

Downiog-street,  Saturday. 

'  According  to  your  imperious  law  I  write  a 

line,  to  postpone  my  arrival  till  Friday,  or  perhaps 
Saturday,  but  I  hope  Friday^  and  I  promise  you 
that  not  a  mcnnent  shall  be  wasted.  And  now  let 
me  add  a  cool  word  as  to  my  final  departure,  which 
is  irrevocably  fixed  between  the  tenth  and  fifteenth 
of  July.  After  a  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  each 
other's  society,  let  us  submit,  without  a  struggle,  to 
reason  and  fate.    It  would  be  idle  to  pretend  busi- 

ness 
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tiess^at  Lausantie;  but  a  complete  year  will  elapse  • 
before  my  return.   Severy  and  myself  are  now 

expected  with  some  impatience.  I  am  thankful 
for  your  hospitable  entertainment;  but  I  wish  you 
to  remember  Homer's  admirable  precept : 

Welcome  tlie  coming,  9peed  the  parting  guest" 

Spare  me,  therefore,  spare  yourself,  the  trouble  of 
a  fruitless  contest,  in  which,  according  to  a  great 
author,  I  foresee  a  certain  loss  of  time,  and  a  pro- 
bable loss  of  temper.  I  believe  we  shall  have  both 
Craufurd  and  Hugonin  at  Sheffield-place. '  Adieu« 

JS"  CCXXIII. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

Downing-street,  Saturday,  June,  1788. 

I  HAVE  but  a  moment  between  my  return  home 
and  my  dressing,  and  heartily  tired  I  am;  for  I  am 

now  involved  in  the  horrors  of  shopping,  packing, 
&c.  yet  I  must  write  foui*  lines,  to  prevent  a  growl, 
which  might  salute  the  arrival  of  an  empty-handed 
post  on  Sunday.  I  hope  the  whole  caravan,  Chris- 
tians and  Pagans,  arrived  in  good  health  at  the 
castle;,  that  the  turrets  begin  to  rise  to  the  third 
heaven;  that  each  has  found  a  proper  occupation ; 
and  that  Tuft*  enjoys  the  freedom  and  felicity  of 
the  lawn.  Yesterday  the  august  scene  was  closed 
for  this  year.  Sheridan  surpassed  himself;  and 
though  I  am  far  from  considering  him  as  a  perfect 

e 

•   •  ^  Lidf  Bkeflklif 8  lap-dog. 
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oratory  there  were  many  beautiful  passages  in  his 
speech,  on  justice,  filial  love,  &c.;  one  of  the 
closest  chains  of  argument  I  ever  heard,  to  prove 
that  Hastings  was  responsible  for  tlie  acts  of  Mid-* 
dleton;  and  a  compliment,  much  admired,  to  a 
certain  Historian  of  your  acquaintance.  Sheridan, 
in  the  close  of  his  speech,  sunk  into  Burke's  arms)' 
-—a  good  actor;  but  I  called  this  mpming,  he. 
perfectly  well.  Adieu. 

CCXXIV. 
M.  Gibbon  d  M.  de  Severy. 

Sheffield-place,  ce  SO  Juin,  178S. 

LoRSQUE  la  reputation  est  une  fois  perdue  on  n'si 
plus  rien  k  m6n^er.  Nous  connoissons  des  femmes 
qui  ont  s^u  tirer  parti  d'un  principe  aussi  commode, 
et  il  nie  sert  dans  ce  moment  vis  k  vis  de  Mr. 
W**"^.  Je  devois  lui  donner  k  diner  le  V  de 
Juin.  Je  lui  ai  manqu^  de  parole,  il  ne  compte 
plus  sur  mon  exactitude  pour  le  rJuillet,etil  n'en 
pensera  pas  plus  mal  en  le  renvoyant  oomme  je  fius 
k  present  au  1'  AoAt  Le  jour  demon  depart  da 
chateau  de  Sheffield  est  enfin  fixi  au  15  Juillet^  et 
la  mer  dans  cette  saison  est  si  tiaitable  que  je  serai 
moi  m^me  6Umn6  si  je  ne  me  trouve  pas  k  Lau- 
sanne le  Q5  Oil  26  du  ni^me  mois.  N'attribuez 
cependant  pas>  Monsieur,  ce  retard,  qui.s'est  pro- 
long6  de  semaine  en  semaine,  uniquement  k  la 
l^g^ret^  de  mon  caractere.  Le  depart  des  Shef- 
field pour  la  province  a  6t6  retard^  par  le  proems 
de  Hastings,  et  je  n'ai  pu  leor  refuser  mes  demiers 

instans; 
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iastans;  quinze  jours  ou  trois  semaines  It  la  cam- 
pagne;  un  arrangement  assez  avantageux  au  sujet 

d'une  petite  terre  d^tach^e  que  j  ai  vendue  m'a 
occup6  vers  la  fin  de  mon  s^jour;  et  vous  ne  me 
ferez  pas  nn  crime  d'avoir  accord^  quelques  jours 
de  plus  aux  derni^res  courses  de  notre  enfant  qui 
me  rejoint  bientdt  ici.  A  propos  de  cet  enfant,  je 
saisis  le  moment  de  son  absence  pour  vous  dire  du 
fond  de  mon  coeur  combien  j'en  suis  content.  Si 
j  ai  pu  iui  6tre  de  quelque  utility  j  en  suis  bien  re- 
eompens6  par  Tattachement  qu'il  me  t^moigne,  et 
par  les  plaisirs  de  phre  qull  me  ft.it  ^prouver:  jus- 
qxik  ce  jour  sa  conduite  ne  m'a  pas  donn6  un  in- 
stant de  regret,  ou  d'inqui6tude:  nous  parlerons  de 
Iui  it  notre  aise  sur  ma  terrasse,  ou  auprfes  de  votre 
ftu.  Adieu,  Monsieur,  Madame,  et  Mademoiselle: 
car  j'^cris  en  m^me  tems  k  tons  les  trois:  je  ne  puis 
mt  r^soudre  k  mtler  un  objet  aussi  int^ressant  avec 
mes  details  de  maison :  cependant  je  prie  Madame 
de  Severy  de  donner  k  ma  gouvernante  les  ordres 
ndc^ssaires  pour  la  renaissance*  du  manage:  voili 
un  billet  pour  Monsieur  Deyverdun; 

Fp  &  Milady  Sheffield  dit  qu  elle  ne  sera  heu- 
rtase  qu'en  faisont  la  connoissance  de  Madame  de 

Severy.  II  est  vrai  que  nous  sonimes  peintres,  et 
que  nous  attrapons  ass€2  bien  la  ressemblance.  * 
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N°  CCXXV.      •   .  /  . 
Dr.  William  Robertson    il/r.  Gibbon. 

Dear  Sir,  College  of  Edinburgh,  July  30tb^  1788. 

-  Ix>N6  before  this  I  sbould  have  ficlqiowledgcd 
the  receipt  of  your  most  acceptable  present;  but 
for  several  weeks  I  have  been  afflicted  with  a  vio- 
lent fit  of  deaihess^  and  -  that  unsocial  malady  ia 
always  accompanied  with  such  a  degree  of  lan- 
guor, as  renders  even  the  writing  of  a  letter  an 
effort.  During  my  solitude  the  perusal  of  yc^ir 
book  has  been  my  chief  amusement  and  consdlan 
tion.  I  have  gone  through  it  once  with  great 
attention,  and  am  now  advanced  to  the  last  vo^Mme 
in  my  second  reading:  I  ventured  to  predict  the 
superior  excellence  of  the  volumes  lately  publish- 
ed, and  I  have  not  been  a.  false  prophet.  |nd<eed« 
when  I  ccmsider  the  extent  of  your  undertaking, 
and  the  immense  labour  of  historical  and  philoso- 
phic research  requisite  towards  executing  every 
part  of  it,  I  am  astonished  that  all  this  ahcmld 
have  been  accomplished  by  one  man.  I  know  no 
example,  in  any  age  or  nation,  of  such. a  v^ist 
body  of  valuable  and  elegant  information  commu^ 
nicated  by  any  individual,  I  feel,  hoMrever,  some 
degree  of  mortification  mingled  with  my  astonish- 
ment. Before  you  began  your  historic  career,  I 
used  to  pride  myself  in  being  at  least  the  most  in* 
dustrious  historian  of  the  age;  but  now,  alas!  I 
can  pretend  no  longer  even  to  that  praise,  and 
'  must  say,  as  Pliny  did  of  his  uncle,  &  comparer 
^  illh 
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illi,  sum  desidioMsimus.  Your  style  appeats  to  me 
improved  in  these  new  volumes ;  by  the  habit  of 
writing,  you  write  with  greater  ease.  I  am  sorry 
to  find  that  our  ideas  on  the  effects  of  the  Crusades 
do  not  altogether  coincide.  I  considered  that 
point  with  great  care,  and  cannot  help  thinking 
still  that  my  opinion  was  well  founded.  I  shall 
consult  the  authorities  to  which  I  refer;  for  when 
my  sentiments  differ  from  yoursj  I  have  some  rea- 
son to  distrust  them,  and  I  may  possibly  trouble 
you  with  a  letter  on  the  subjects  I  am  much  flat* 
tered  with  the  manner  in  which  you  have  so  often 
mentioned  my  name.  Jjetus  sum  laudari  a  te 
laudato  Hnro.  I  feel  tnudh  satisfaction  in  hadng 
been  distinguished  by  the  two  historians  of  my 
own  times,  whose  favourable  opi^ion  I  was  most 
ambitious  of  obtaining. 

I  hope  this  letter  may  find  you  still  in  England. 
When  you  return  to  Lausanne,  permit  me  to  re- 
cpmmeo^  to  your  good  offices  my  youngest  s(m» 
who  is  now  at  YveMun  on  account  of  his  health, 
and  lives  with  M.  Herman,  a  clergyman  there. 
You  will  find  the  young  man  (if  you  can  rely  on 
the  partial  testimony  of  a  iather)  sensible,  modest, 
and  well-bred,  and  though  no  great  scholar,  he  has 
seen  much;  having  returned  from  India,  where  he 
■crved  last  war,  by  Bassora,  Bagdat,  Mbussul,  and 
Aleppo.  He  is  now  a  Captain  in  the  twenty- 
third  regiment.  If  you  have  any  friend  at  Yver- 
dun,  be  so  good  as  to  reconimend  him.  It  will  do 
him  credit  to  have  vour  countenance,  I  havede- 
iftired  him  to  pay  Im  respects  to  you  at  Lausanne. 

*  Farewell, 
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Farewell,  my  dear  Sir.    I  ever  am  yours  mort 

faithfully, 

William  Eobxrtson. 

N*'  CCXXVI. 

Major  Renxell  to  Edward  Gibbon,^^^'.  - 
Dbae  Sir*  London,  Ai^gust  2l9U  1768. 

If  I  had  the  ability  to  express  how  much  pleasure 
and  iaformatioj*  I  jiave  derived  from  only  a  k^&ty 
perusal  of  your  late  work,  I-  would  endeavour  to 
express  it.  jMucIi  of  the  pleasure,  perhaps,  arose 
from  the  consciousness  tliat  it  affords  such  lich 
mafcerials  for  the  geogmphy  of  the  eastern  cpw- 
tries';  and  that  I  may  be  enabled  to' keep  alive  the 
(pinion  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  express 
concerning  my  former  labour^,  But  this  k  too 
selfish.  '  I  am  no  less  conscious  of  the  oblijgations 
I  have  to  your  works  for  enlarging  my  ideas  on 
the  great  subject  of  the  history  of  mankind,  £ox 
storing  my  miiul  with  historic  &cts,.a;pd  for -enar 
bling  me  to  arrange  them. 

As  I  intbrmed  you  before,  my  next  ta^k  is  the 
Geography  of  Persia,  together  with  the  test  of  the 
countries  situated  between  the  east  end  of  the 
MediteiTaiiean  and  the  Indus,  and.. between  the 
parallds  of  the  north  end  of  the  Caiq>ia3i,'aiid  the 
Arabian  Sea,  The  scale  one  inch  to  a  degree.  It 
will  be  contained  in  one  sheet  of  grai^  eagle. 
The  construction  of  the,  parallels  and  meridians 
(nuny  days  work!)  is  completed,  but  ihe  invcsti* 
gation  of  latitudes,  and  paaticuiai  ly  tliQ  longitudes 
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of  the  fundamental  points,  will  prevent  nle  ftom 
making  any  progress  in  the  construction  for  some 
tinie.  I  am  possessed  of  a  curious  Arabic  map  of 
the  tract  in  question.  It  was  engraved  at  Com 
stantinople,  A.  H.  1142,  and  the  names  (according 
to  Mn  Wilkins)  are  veiy  correctly  .engraved.  It 
contains  more  of  Tnmsojpuma  than  any  map  I  ever 
saw.  We  have  been  promised  a  map  of  the 
£uphrates  and  Tigris,  from  (I  think)  M.  Beau-r 
champ.  I  am  certain  that  D' Anviile  has  mistaken 
the  relative  courses  of  those  rivers;  Ives  and  Ran* 
wolf  tell  me  as  much;  and  D'Anville's  Euphrates 
is  also  faulty  in  the  part  between  Zeugma  and 
Babylon,  and  is  placed  too  fiur  from  the  Mediter* 
ranean;  how  to  correct  it  is  the  point.  All  the 
natural  geography  of  the  tfact  in  question  must 
be  effected  by  means  of  modem  documents,  for 
the  ancient  are  too  vague,  generally  speaking.  I 
hope  you  continue  to  enjoy  your  health. 
»  I  am/ with  great  truth, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  obUged  and  faithful  humble  Servant, 

,  N°  CCXXVII. . 
M.  Gibbon  d  S.  E,      TAvoyer  De  Sinner. 

-  Des  ma  plus  teiidre  jeunesse  j'ai  connu  la  sa- 
^sse  et  requite  du  gouvemement  Bemois,  et  dans 
xna  retraite  k  Lausanne  je  .partage  depuis  cinq  ans 

le 
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le  bonheur  commun  des  sujets  de'  la  f^ptiHique. 
Mais  je  viens  d'^promTr  dans  iine  contravention 
involontaire  aux  loix,  la  bieiiveillancse  particuii^e 
du  souverain.  L'objet  sans  doute  est  peu  hnpor* 
tant  par  lui-m^me,  mais  je  sens  ti'^s  vivenient  les 
proc^d^s  flatteurs  etdistingu^s  de  leurs  Excellences 
k  mon  ^gard,  en  me  restitliant  le  vin  de  Mad^ 
que  j'avois  fait  entrer  sans  patente,  et  en  me  di^ 
pensant  gdn^reusement  de  la  confiscation  et  de 
I'amende.  Je  prends  la  libert6>  Monsieur,  de 
m'adresser  h  votre  fixcellence  pour  faire  parvenir 
Texpression  de  ma  reconnoissance  an  conseil  su- 
preme qu'elle  pr^ide.  Qu'il  daigne  agrter  Thorn* 
'  mage  d'un  homme  libre  qui  n'a  jamais  su  flatter  m 
les  peuples  ni  les  princes. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'etre,  aveo  respect, 
Monsieiir,  de     £.  £bc. 

-  • 

CCXXVIII. 
H.  E.  M.  TAvoTER  De  Sikner  it  M.  Gibbon* 

Monsieur,  *  Berne,  ce  28  7bre,  iJ'SS. 

Nous  devons  etie  senslbles  aux  sentimens  qu  un 
homme  de  votre  r6puta£on  et  de  vos  lumiferes  voue 
Ik  notre  gouvemement.  Je  ne  maitquerai  pas  de 
mettre  sous  les  yeux  de  LL.  ££»  la  lettre  qui  nous 
prouve  cm  sentimens.      .  . 

C'est  en  effet  k  I'estime  gen£iale  que  vos  savans 
ouvrages  vous  ont  acquise,  que  nous  n'avons  pas 
h^it6  de  vous  donner  la  petite  preuve  de  notre  con- 
sid^ratioii,  dont  vous  youlez  bi^n,  M onsieur,  m'a- 
dresser des  remercimens  si  obligeans.  .  ,  - 

.  Je 
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Je  soufaaite  que  Fult^rieur  s6jour  que  vous  vou- 

drez  encore  faire  dans  ce  cantx)n,  nous  foumisse 
des  occasions  plus  essentielles  de  vous  convaincre 
de  notre  estime.  Je  joins  k  ces  assuraiiGes  celles 
de  la  consideration  distingu^e  avec  laquelle  j'ai 
.  rhonneur  d'etre. 

Monsieur, 

Votre  trte  humble  et  trhs  ob^tssant  serviteur, 

L'AvoYER  De  Sinner. 

N*  CCXXIX. 

•  • 

Dr.  Adam  Smith  to  Mr.  Gibboit. 
Mt  Dear  Friewd,  Edinbaigh,  Dec.  lOtb,  1788. 

I  HAVE  ten  thousand  apologies  to  make,  for  not 
having  long  ago  returned  you  my  best  thanks  for 
the  very  agreeable  present  you  made  me  of  the 
three  last  volumes  of  your  History.   I  cannot  ex- 

.  press  to  you  the  pleasure  it  gives  me  to  find,  that 
by  the  universal  assent  of  every  man  of  taste  and 
learning,  whom  I  either  know  or  correspolid  with, 
it  sets  you  at  tlic  very  head  of  the  whole  literary 
tribe  at  present  existing  in  Europe.  I  ever  am, 
my  dear  friend, 

Most  affectionately  yours, 

Adam  Smith. 

CCXXX. 

£dward  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  Lady  Fortev,  Ken* 

sington-Palace. 

Dear  Madaw,  Latisaime,  June  S/tfa,  1789* 

I  RECEIVED  with  more  concern  than  surprize, 

your  kind  notification  of  my  poor  uncle's  depar- 
ture. 
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ture.   My  own  knowledge  of  his  many  valuable 

qualities  teaches  me  to  sympathize  in  your  loss ; 
but  bis  long  infinnities  and  gradual  decay  must 
have  prepared  you  for  the  melancholy  event,  and 
your  own  reason  will  suggest  the  best  and  strong- 
est motives  of  consolation:  among  these  is  your 
regard  for  the  amiable  children  whom  he  1ms  left 
behind.  Your  labours  for  their  future  happiness 
will  be  assisted  by  all  your  friends,  who  are  attach- 
ed to  .his  memory ;  and  for  my  own  pait,  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  you,  that  on  every  occasion  I  shall 
consider  them  as  my  near  and  dear  relations. 
When  I  had  last  the  .pleasure  of  seeing  Charlotte  at 
Kensington,  I  was  delighted  with  her  innocent 
cheerfulness,  with  her  assiduous  care  of  her  poor 
father,  and  with  an  appearance  of  sense  and  discre- 
tion far  beyond  her  years.  How  happy  should  I 
think  myself,  if  I  had  a  daughter  of  her  age  and  . 
disposition,  who  in  a  short  time  would  be  qualified 
to  govern  my  family,  and  to  be  my  companion  and 
comfort  in  the  decline  of  life ! 

You  will,  I  am  sure,  be  pleased  to  hear  that  my 
situation  at  Lausanne  continues,  almost  in  ^veiy 
respect,  as  agreeable  as  I  could  wish.  Th^  only 
circumstance  which  embitters  my  happiness,  is  the^ 
declining  health  of  my  friend  Mons.  Deyverduiu 
I  cannot  long  flatter  myself  with  the  hope  6f  pos- 
aessiog  him.    I  am,  dear  Madam,  &c. 
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N*?  CCXXXI. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  Mrs.  Gibbon,  Bel* 

videre,  Bath. 

Dba&  Madam,  Lausanne,  May  ISth, 

As  much  as  I  am  accustomed  to  my  own  sms,  I 
am  shocked,  Rocked,  wheu  I  think  of  my 

long  and  most  iQexcusable  silence^  Bor  do  I  dare 
to  compute  how  many  months  I  have  suflFered  to 
elapse  without  sending  a  single  line  (Oh^ shame! 
shaine !)  to  the  best  and  dearest  of  my  friends,  who 
indeed  has  been  very  seldom  out  of  my  thoughts* 
I  have  sometimes  iuiagined  that  if  the  opportuni- 
ties of  writing  occurred  less  frequently,  they  would 
be  seized  with  more  diligence ;  but  the  unfortu* 
nate  departure  of  the  post  twice  every  week  en- 
courages procrastination,  and  each  short  successi^'e 
delay  is  indulged  without  scruple,  till  the  whole 
has  swelled  to  a  tremendous  account.  I  will  try, 
alas!  to  reform;  and,  although  I  am  afraid  tliat 
mrriting  grows  pmnful  to  you^  I  have  the  confidence 
to  solicit  a  speedy  line,  -  to  say  that  you  love  and 
forgive  me.  After  a  long  experience  of  the  unfeel- 
ing doubts  aad  delays  of  the  la<w,*  you  will  probar 
biy  soon  heai  from  Lord  Sheffield  that  the  Beiiton 
transaction  is  at  last  concluded,  and  I  hope  that 
you  will  be  satisfied  with  the  full  and  firm  security 
of  ypur  annuity.  That  you  may  long  continue  to 
enjoy  it  is  the  first  and  most  sincere  wish  of  my 
heart. 

*    la  the  placid  course  of  our  lives,  at  Lausanne 
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and  Bath|  we  have  few  events  to  relate^  and  fewef 
changes  to  describe;  but  I  indulge  myself  in  the 
pleasing  belief  that  we  are  both  as  well  and  as 
happy  as  the  common  order  of  nature  will  alloW 
us  to  expect  I  should  be  satisfied,  had  I  received 
from  time  to  time  some  indirect,  but  agreeable^ 
information  of  your  health.  For  myself,  I  have 
no  complainti  except  the  gout;  and  though  the 
'  visits  of  my  old  enemy  are  somewhat  longer,  and 
more  enfeebling,  they  are  confined  to  my  feet  and 
knees;  the  pain  is  moderate,  and  my  imprisonment 
to  my  chamber,  or  'my  chair,  is  much  alleviated  by 
the  daily  kindness  of  my  friends.  I  wish  it  were 
in  my  power  to  give  you  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
conveniency  of  my  house,  and  the  beauty  of  my 
garden ;  both  of  which  I  have  improved  at  a  con- 
siderable expense  since  the  death  of  poor  Deyver- 
dun.  But  die  loss  of  a  friend  is  indeed  irreparable. 
Were  I  ten  years  younger,  I  might  possibly  tiiink 
of  a  female  companion ;  but  the  choice  is  difficult, 
the  success  doubtful,  the  engagement  perpetual, 
and  at  fifty-fbur  a  man  should  never  think  of  alter- 
ing the  whole  system  of  his  life  and  habits.  The 
-disposal  of  fieriton,  and  the  death  of  my  aunt 
Hester,  who  has  left  me  her  estate  in  Sussex, 
makes  me  very  easy  in  my  worldly  affairs :  my  in- 
come is  equal  to  my,  expense,  and  my  expense  is 
adequate  to  my  wishes.  You  may  possibly  have* 
heard  of  literary  projects  which  are  ascribed  to  me 
by  the  public  without  my  knpwledge :  but  it  is 
much  more  j^bable  that  I  have  closed  the  accouiit; 
and  though  I  shall  never  lay  aside  the  pleasing  oc*  ' 
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cupations  of  study,  you  may  be  assured  that  I  have 

TIG  serious  settled  thoughts  of  a  new  work.  Nepct 
year  I  shall  meditate,  and  I  trust  shall  execute,  a 
visit  to  England,  in  which  the  Belvidere  is  one  of 
my  powerful  loadstones.  I  often  reflect  with  a 
painful  emotion  on  the  imperious  circumstances 
which  have  thrown  us  at  such  a  distance  from  each 
other. 

In  the  moving  picture  of  the  world,  you  cannot 
be  indifferent  to  the  strange  revolution  which  has 
humbled  all  that  was  high,  and  exalted  all  that 
was  low,  in  France.    The  irregular  and  lively  spi- 
rit of  the  nation  has  disgraced  their  liberty,  and 
instead  of  building  a  free  constitution,  they  have 
only  exchanged  despotism  f6r  anarchy.  This  town 
and  country  are  crowded  with  noble  exiles ;  and 
we  sometimes  count  in  an  assembly  a  dozen  Prin** 
cesses  and  Duchesses^.  Burke,  if  I  remember  right, 
is  no  favourite  of  yours ;  but  there  is  surely  much 
eloquence  and  much  sense  in  his  book.   The  pros- 
perity of  England'forms  a  proud  Gonttast  with  the 
disorders  of  France  ;  but  I  hope  we  shall  avoid  the 
folly  of  a  Russian  war.    Pitt,  in  this  instance, 
sieems  too  like  his  father.    Mr.  Helrard,  a  sensible 
fnan,  and  his  pupil  have  left  us.    They  found,  as 
your  friends  will  always  find,  the  weight  of  you^ 
reconunendation  with  me.   I  am,  dearest  Madam^ 
ever  most  aiFectionately  youjrs. 

VOL.  II,  FT  N* 
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Dr.  William  RoBjiBTsoN  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

DxAR  SiBt  Leniiel-Hoii86y  Aug.  SSthy  1791- 

Some  time  before  the  publication  of  my  Histo- 
rical Disquisition  concerning  India  I  desired  our 
friend  Mr.  Cadeil  to  send  a  copy  of  it  to  you  in  my 
name.  I  hope  you  received  it  long  ago,  and  will 
allow  it  to  remain  in  your  library,  as  a  memorial  of 
my  respect  and  friendship.  No  man  had  fonnisd  a 
more  decided  resolution  of  retreating  early  from 
public  view,  and  of  spending  the  eve  of  life  in  the* 
tranquillily  of  professional  and  domestic  occupa- 
tions ;  but,  directly  in  the  face  of  that  purpose,  I 
step  forth  with  a  new  work,  when  just  on  the 
brink  of  threescore  and  ten.  The  preface  of  the 
book  gives  a  fUr  and  simple  account  how  this  hap- 
pened. Hitherto  I  have  no  cause  to  repent  of  a 
step  which  I  took  with  hesitation  aud  anxiety. 
My  bpok  has  met  with  a  receprion  beyond  what 
Ibe  ^  kntusy  paoidusgue  futuri^  dared  to  expect 
I  find,  however,  like  other  parents,  that  I  have  a 
partial  fondness  for  .this  child  4>f  my  old  age ;  and 
'cannot  set  my  heart* quite  at  ease,  until  I  know 
your  opinion  of  it.  I  need  not  say  with  what  per^ 
foct  confidence  I  rest  upo^i  your  judgment,  and 
how  happy  it  will  make  me  to  find  that  this  pro- 
duction  meets  with  your  approbation.  Nothing 
will  add  so  much  to  that  pleasure,  as  your  commu- 
nicating to  me  any  remarks,  that  occurred  to  you 
ilLperusing  it.  While  I  was  engaged  in  <x>a^!Os- 
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mg  the  Disquisition  it  often  occurred  to  me,  that 
I  was  more  upon  your  ground  than  in  any  of  my 
former  works ;  and  I  often  wished  that  I  had  been 
so  near  to  you  as  to  profit  by  your  advice  and  in* 
formation.  Next  to  that  will  be  the  benefit  that  I 
may  derive  from  your  friendly  strictures.  Be  so 
kind  then  as  to  mention  to  me  any  error  or  omission 
•  you  have  observed ;  every  criticism  of  yours  will 
be  instructive. 

Permit  ,  me  to  request  another  favour.  You 
allowed  me  to  hope,  that  as  soon  as  you  fixed  upon 
a  new  subject  you  would  let  me  know,  and  give 
me  the  satisfaction  of  indulging  the  hopes  of  living 
until  you  finished  it.  I  trust  that  you  are  not  idle 
still.  I  may  now  tell  you  with  authority,  that 
you  are  yet  far  from  that  period  of  life  when  you 
should  lay  down  your  pen.  I  can  say  from  expe* 
rience,  that  the  busiest  season  of  life  is  the  most 
happy ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  concur 
with  ilie  in  this  sentiment  Let  me  know  then^ 
my  dear  Sir,  how  you  are^  what  you  are  doing, 
and  what  progress  you  make.  As  for  my  part,  I 
enjoy  good  health ;  and,  except  some  fits  of  deaf- 
ness, am  little  troubled  with  the  infirmities  of  did 
age.  I  write  this  at  my  son-in-law's,  Mr.  Bry- 
done,  who,  if  he  had  not  a  wife  and  family,  loves 
Switzerland  so  well,  and  has  so  many  iriends  in 
Lansanne,  that  I  believe  he  would  gladly  join  you 
there.  Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
iiiMt  faithful  obedient  servant, 

WlLUAU  ROBEBTSOy. 

F  F  S 
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N*  CCXXXIII.  . 

M.  de  Saussuee  d  M.  Gibbon, 

MovsIEU]^  Oen^e,  ce  91  Man,  179^* 

J'entendis  hicr  avec  bicn  de  Tint^r^t  la  lecture 
que  M.  de  Germaui  fit  k  no.tie  soci6t6  de  la  lettre 
que  vous.  lui  avez  adress^e.  Mais  j'y  vis 'avec 
peine  que  vous  paroissiez  croire  que  j  avois  clierche 
k  ^tablir  que  le  sentiment  de  la  reconuoissance 
£toit  inconnu  aux  anciens  Grecs.  Je  parlai  du 
motj  du  remerdmeni,  qui  en  est  I'expressionj  mais 
j'^tois  bien  ^loigii^  de  douter  du  sentiment  Je  le 
dis  .express^ment;  j'ajoutai  que  ce  sentiment  se 
manifestant  m6me  chez  les  animaux,  il  ^toit  im- 
possible de  supposer  que  riiomme  en  eiit  jamais 
6t6  destitu^;  j'employai  enfin,  pour  prouver  Texis- 
tence  du  sentiment  et  du  devoir  de  la  reconnoi»- 
sance,  rargument  que  vous  employez  vous  m^me, 
Monsieur ;  je  dis  que  quelqu'un  qui  demandoit  un 
service  k  un  autre  commenceroit  toujours  par  lui 
rappeller  les  services  qu'il  lui  avoit  lui-m6me 
rendus. 

Je  citai  Thetis,  qui,  lorsqu*elle  va  demander  un 
service  d^abord  k  Jupiter,  puis  Vulcain,  com- 
mence par  rappeller  a  Tun  qu  elle  l  a  d6ii6  lorsque 
les  ^eux  Tavoient  garotte,  et  k  Tautre  qu'elle  Ta 
recueilli  lorsque  Junon  Tavoit  pr6cipit6  du  haut 
des  cieux.  J'avois  done  pris  toutes  les  precau- 
tions possibles  pour  qu'on  ne  cr(lt  pas  que  je  niois 
lexistence. de  ce  sentiment  chez  les  Grecs. 

Sans  doute,  Monsieur,  vous  futes  distrait  pen- ^ 
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dant  cette  partie  de  mon  rapport,  et  lorsqu^on  a 

conime  vous  la  t^te  remplie  de  grandes  et  belles 
idies,  il  est  penuis  de  les  suivie  et  de  laisser  couiir 
ceUes.  des  autres.  Mais  comme  Fid^e  que' vous 
m'avez  attribu^  est  tout  ii  Jafois  infiniment  absurde 
et  immorale,  il  in  eiit  impossible  de  vous  laisser 
croire  que  je  Tai  eue. 

Quant  au  mot,  je  ne  crois  pas  qull^iode  ni  Ho- 
m^re  ayent  jamais  employ^  X'*?*^  d^nvcs 
autremeiit  que  comme  les  substautifs  degracicux  et 
iagriable.  Les  vceux  d'Ulysse  pour  les  Ph^acieus 
et  pour  Nausica6  soiit  heureusement  choisis  pour 
d^fendre  cette  th^se ;  ila  ue  contiemieiit  cepeudaut 
point  ce  qui  fait  Tessence  du  remerctment,  savoir 
rid6e  de  Fobligatum  proprement  dite,  et  du  d^ir 
de  rendre  la  pareille.  D  ailleurs  cet  exeniple  est 
presque  unique ;  dans  les  dix  neuf  viugtifemes  des 
services  rendus  on  les  met  en  poche  et  tout  est  dit 
Enfin  ce  qui  m  avoit  paru  absolument  dteisif  dans 
cette  question  c'est  que  les  sacrifices  innombrables 
dont  Homfere  donne  la  description  sont  tons  d'litvo- 
cationy  sans  qu'il  y  en  ait  un  seul  ^'actions  de 
graces  I  que  le  mot  de  ;^«pif»jp*«,  qui  exprimc  les 
sacrifices,*  ne  se  trouve  ni  dans  H^iode  ni  dans  Uo- 
m^re,  et  que  X^nophon  est  le  premier  auteur  qui 
I'a  employ^ ;  et  qu'encore  unc  fois  la  chose  m^nie 
ne  se  trouve  point;  que,  par  exemple,  Acbille,  apr^ 
sa  grande  victoire,  Ulysse  apr^s  la  sienne  sur  les 
galans  de  sa  femme,  ii'en  rendciit  pas  graces  h. 
Minerve  qui  n'a  pas  cess^  de  combattre  k  c^th  d  eux 
et  de  leur  rendre  ostensiblement  les  plus  signal^ 
services. 
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Digitized  by  Google 


438  LzrtzRs  to  and  from 

Je  n'insisterai  pas  davantage  sur  la  partie  litt^ 

raiie  dc  cctte  question,  et  si  vous  persistez  h  croire 
que  les  anciGm  Gtccs  remercioient  et  cvprinioient 
la  reconnoissance  comme  Tont  fait  ensuite  iesfirecs 
modemes,  et  les  Latins  et  nous,  je  n'aurai  point 
honte  de  m'fetre  tromp6  vis  k  vis  de  vous ;  inais  cc 
done  je  lougirois  ^temellement,  ce  sen»t  d^avoir 
pu  croire  que  le  sentiment  de  la  reconnoissance  est 
nne  invention  modcrne,  et  presqirune  affaire  de 
mode;  cest  ceia  qui  seroit  d  un  tigreoud'un  Jaco- 
bin, pour  me  servir,  Monsieur,  de  cet  ing6nieux  rap- 
prochement que  vous  employezdans  votre  lettre. 

J'ai  saisi  avec  empressement  cette  occasion  de 
Tons  prouver,  Monsieur,  combien  je  mets  de  prix 
h,  votre  estime,  combien  et  moi  et  ma  famillenous 
avons  iti  charm^s  de  lier  avec  vous  une  connois* 
sance  plus  particuUfere,  et  combien  nous  d^irerions 
tons  d'etre  plus  k  port6e  de  I»  cultiver.  * 

J*ai  rhonneur  d'^tr^  avec  la  cpnsid^ratiou  la  plus 
dbtingudci 

Monsieur, 

Votre  trfes  humble  et  trfes  ob^issant  serviteur, 

D£  SAVSSURfi, 

N*  CCXXXIV- 
M.  le  Prafesseur  Hotvs  4  M.  Gibbon. 

MoirsiBUB,         .    '    Gottingen,  ce  4  A^iU,  17j)2, 
Ce  n*est  pas  une  prerogative  k  laquelle  on 

puisse  ^tre  insensible,  d  avoir  Thonneur  d'etre  connu 
d'un  savaot  du  premier  ordre,  et  d'etre  inform^  des 
seatimens  favorable^  de  sa  part  Aiosi  permettea^ 

Monsieur, 
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* 

Monsieur,  que  j'ose  cultiver  cette  bonne  disposition 
qu'on  me  dit  que  vous  avez  marqu6  sur  mon  sujet^ 
et  que  je  vous  fasse  rhommj^  comme  k  un  de 
ce  petit  nombre  de  nos  contemporains  qui  ayent 
fixii  mon  admiration.    Monsieur  le  Professeur 
Volkel,  qui  a  Hi  un  de  mes  disciples,  pourra  attester 
la  v6rit6  et  sincerity  de  mes  sentimens.    En  m^me 
terns  c'est  k  sa  prifere,  que  j'ose  vous  int^resser  pour 
son  sort;  il  n'est  pas  Jtsa  place  oil  il  est  JLpr6ient,et 
il  pourroit  ^tre  plus  utile  dans  une  autre  situation. 
£h  cas  done  que  quelque  occasion  se  pr^sentera, 
que  Ton  chercheroit  un  gouvemeur  ou  compagnon 
de  voyage  pour  un  jeune  seigneur,  il  pourroit 
tUG  propose  et  recommand^  avec  toute  apparence 
d*un  bon  succ^s. 

Vous  ^tes  trop  bon  juge  de  ce  qu*on  doit  k  un 
.  jeune  homme,  qui  a  m6rit6  par  ses  progr^s  dans 
les  Etudes  et  par  sa  bonne  conduite,  qu'on  s'int6- . 
Ksse  k  sa  fortune,  pour  fttre  olFens^  de  la  libert6 
queje  prends.  Je  m'y  ai  laiss6  entrainer  d'autant 
plus, parcequ elle  me foumissoit Igpf^asion jsi d6siv6e 
pow  vous  &ire  connoitre  les  sentimens  de  la  plus 
paifaite  consideration  a^-ep  laquelle  je  sui?, 

Monsieur, 

Votre  tr^s  humble  et  trfcs  ob^issant  Serviteur, 
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CCXXXV. 
M.  Neckea  i  Mn  Gibbon. 

Ce  dimanche  matin* 

Les  Magistrats  de  Geniive  ont  souscrit  aux 
modifications  propos^es  par  Monsieur  de  Men- 
tesquiou ;  elles  ne  paroissent  pas  changer  le  fends. 
On  a  exp6di6  un  courier  extraordinaare  pour  porter 
&  Paris  cette  nouvelle  convention,  et  si  Ton  nc 
suggfere  pas  de  nouvelles  difficultds,  on  espfere  que 
la  ratification  reviendra  dans  huit  jours.  Un  assez 
grand  nombre  de  gardes  national es  entrent  jour- 
nellement  tlans  Geneve,  et  i  on  ne  sipait  comment 
les  refuser.  On  dit  que  Monsieur  de  WatteviUe, 
le  commandant  des  troupes  Suisses,  se  plaint  de 
leurs  relations  avec  ses  soldats.  £n  g6n^raL  la  situ- 
ati6ii  de  Geneve  est  bien  chang^e. 

Nous  n'avons  pris  aucun  parti  pour  notre  retour 
a  Gentl^ve.  Nous  attendons,  ou  la  nouvelle  de  la 
ratification,  ou  une  plus  gfande  certitude  quVlle 
n'^prouvera  aucune  difficult^. 

C'est  comma  nouvelliste  que  j  ai  pris  la  liberty 
d'^rire  k  Monsieur  Gibbon.  Je  lui  rendnd  son 
correspondant  ordinaire,  qui  lui  m£me  ne  trouveroit 
pas  bon  que  Ton  prit  sa  place.  Mon  seul  m6rite 
aupr^  de  Monsieur  Gibbon,  c'est  de  le  dispenser 
de  rdpondre,  mais  je  le  prie  instamment  d'accepter 
avec  int^rftt  et  bont6,  Thommage  de  mon  invio- 
lable attachement 

N* 
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N*  CCXXXVI. 
Madame  Necker  i  M.  Gibbok. 

Copet,  13  Octobre,  nsi. 

Je  vousprie,  Monsieur,  d'observer  que  les^poques 
sont  sacr^es  pour  un  historian;  les  vendanges 
s'approchmt,  vous  s^avez  Tengagemeiit  que  wiu 
ayez  pris,  et  d'ailleurs  nous  voudrions  nous  con- 
ibmier  un  peu  au  costume  de  nos  chers  compa- 
triotesi  et  nous  enivrer  au  moins  des  agr^mens 
de  votre  conversation.  J'ai  pri6  Monsieur  Levade 
de  vous  accompagner.  Je  voudrois  que  vous  deter- 
minassiez  Monsieur  le  Chevalier  de  BouiHers  k  se 
r^unif  avec  vous,  et  Madame  de  Biron,  «i  j'osois 
m'en  flatter,  ainsi  que  toutes  les  personnes  qui 
pourroient  vous  plaire,  et  leur  ^tre  agr^bles.  Vous 
jugez  du  prix  que  je  mettrois  k  une  soci^t^  si  rare 
et  si  ch6rie ;  mais  enfin,  seul  ou.  eniaronn^  de  tant 
d'^clat,  vous  serez  toujours  en  grand  nombre, 
puisque  vous  me  rappellez  constamment,  lorsque 
vous  parlez,  ces  esprits  connus  des  H6breux,  qui ' 
n'entrent  jamais  qu  cu  legion  dans  le  corps  d'un 
homme ;  grace  pour  la  comparaison,  elle  m'auroit 
paru  ])Ius  juste^  A  les  angles  alloient  ainsi  par 
tioLipc,  et  je  m'en  serois  sci  vie  plus  volontiers. 
Monsieur  Necker,  Monsieur,  joint  ses  instances 
aux  mienneSb  Agrtez  Tassurance  de  tons  nos  senti* 
mens. 
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N°  CCXXXVII. 

Madame  Necklr  d  Gibbon. 

A  Geneve,  ce  30  Mars. 

Je  tai  vii  etje  ne  le  croU  pas^  disoit  Foutenelle 
d'un  avare  devenu  liberal  un moment;  nepounois- 
je  pas  m'exprimer  de  m£me  en  recevant  cette  jolie, 
cette  tDuchante  lettre?  Mais  elle  ne  m'a  pas 
dispos^  it  la  plaisanterie;  c'est  une  preuve  d*at>- 
sence,  et  la  douce  habitude  que  j  avois  form^e 
ne  peut  se  lompre  sam  tristesse.  Vous  avez  fait. 
Monsieur,  k  toute  notre  soci£t6  la  mfime  impres- 
sion qu  a  nous,  mais  pourquoi  dirois-je  lam^me? 
Jtout  est  reipu,  selon  raxiome^  k  la  mani^re  de  celui 
qui  re^oit:  et  les  ames.les  plus  sensibles  seront 
toujours  celles  qui  vous  admireront  le  plus.  Je 
d6fie  done,  m^me  les  deux  belles  veuves^  de  vous 
ch^rir  comme  nous;  Ton  vous  juge  en  dehprs; 
nous  vous  avons  jug^  dans  le  fond  de  notre  coBur 
,  et  nous  vous  y  gardens. 

Nous  avoids  rapu  en  effet  des  nouvelles  touchantes 
de  I'infortuii^e  vietime  donties  regards  nous  cher- 
chent  au  moment  du  sacrifice;  mais  nous  aurions 
voulu  pouvoir  vous  en  entretenir,  car  les  yeux  d'un 
ami  s(mt  le  vrai  telescope  de  la  pens^e ;  ils  nous 
aident  h  traverser  les  plus  grands  espaces. 

Je  vous  rends  graces  de  m'avoir  rassur^e  sur  la 
S2^t^  de  Monsieur  de  Seveiy;*  toutjs  cette  char^ 
mante  famille  mHntiiresse,  sous  difF(£rents  rapports; 
le  m^rite  augmente  bien  de  prix  dans  notre  si^cle ; 
c'est  une  eau  salutaire  au  milieu  d'un  aride  d6sert. 

Si  les  nouvelles  sont  vraies^  i'Assembl^  fait  k 
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present  du  minist^re,  le  repas  del'^vaBgile;  mais  il 
fkut  se  taire^  car  s'irriter  de  ce  qu'on  fiut»  c'est 
soutFrir,  et  s'en  moquer,  c  est  ressembler  aiix  barbares 
qui  dansent  et  chauteut  autour  des  victimes. 

La  lettre  de  Berne  a  eu  ici  un  plein  succ^;  je 
•  vous  rends  grace  de  nous  Tavoir  envoy ^e.  Les 
AUemans  sent  k  present  beaucoup  plus  Frauj^ois 
que  nous,  et  par  leurs  sentimens  et  mtme  par  leur 
langage.  Je  finis,  Monsieur,  en  vous  rappellant 
trois  promesses :  la  lecture  des  Opinions  Religieuses, 
car  si  elle  ne  change  pas  les  v6tres,  vous  vivrez 
du  moins  encore  plus  intim^ent  avec  nous ;  vous 
jugerez  du  g6nie,  de  T^loquence,  et  des  sentimens 
de  Monsieur  Necker ;  et  .vous  jugerez  aussi  de  Tim* 
•pression  que  j*en  recevois.  Je  connois  trop  la 
superiority  et  runiversalit^  de  votre  esprit,  pour 
vous  croire  Stranger  aux  plus  grandes  questions 
que  les  homimes  se  soient  jamais  propose ;  ce 
n'est  pas  vous  qui  traiterez  l^gferement  les  profon- 
deurs  de  nos  destinies;  ce  n'est  pas  vous  qui 
.tiaiterez  l^g^rement  les  a£fections  les  plus  douces, 
les  plus  propres  k  consoler  deux  ames  ^troitement 
unies,  qui  ne  peuvent  plus  rctenir  le  tems  pr^t  k 
.  s'^chapper  pour  elles,  et  qui  le  suivent,  et  se  suiveut 
jusques  dans  les  abtmes  de  r^temit^  et  vous 
donnerez  quelques  larmes  au  pasaage  qui  exprime 
ce  sentiment  avec  des  couleurs  inimitables.  Je 
vous  rappelle  un  autre  projet  qui  me  tient  fort  k 
coeur,  et  que  je  ne  venx  pas  mtoie  designer.  Enfin 
votre  troisifeme  piomesse  est  pour  nous  un  bonheur 
present;  nous  vous  attendrons  k  Copet,  et  les 
icbames  de  votre  socidt^  nous  feront  oublier  encore 
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line  fbis  les  peines  de  la*vie.  Nous  nous  r^unissona^ 
Monsieur  Necker  et  moi,  pour  vous  dfrir  Yhcm- 

mage  d'une  tendre  amiti^,  et  il  nie  semble  qu  en 
me  doublant  ainsi,  je  r^pare  aupr^s  de  vous  tout 
ce  que  le  terns  m'a  iait  perdre. 

.        '     N°  CCXXXVIII.  . 
Madame  Necker  d  M.  Gibbon. 

A  Copety  ce  Samedi  matin. 

J*Ai/LOis  VOUS  ^crire,  Monsieur,  quand  j>'ai  re^ 
par  M.  Favrc  une  marque  de  souvenir  que  je  d6- 
sirois  vivement,  et  que  mon  impatience  ne  me  per- 
mettoit  plus  d'attendre :  malgr6  votre  silence  volon- 
taire,  malgr6  le  silence  involontaire  que  j'ai  gard^ 
avec  vous,  vouz  n'avez  jamais  cess^  un  instant, 
d'etre  I'objet  de  mon  admiration,  et  de  cette  tendre 
et  pure  affection  sur  laquelle  le  tems  ne  pent  avoir 
d'empiie.  Vos  ouvrages  ont  fait  mes  d^Iassemens 
les  plus  doux;  je  ne  vous  ai  pas  peint  rimpression, 
que  j'en  avbis  re^ue;  car  dans  les  deux  ans  du 
minist^re  orageux  de  M.  Necker,  je  n'ai  pas  eu 
une  heure  de  calme,  ou  de  liberty :  d  ailleurs  Tod 
n'aiine  pas  toujours  entretenir  uii  muet,  sl^re  de 
rimportuner,  ne  fut-ce  que  par  les  remords.  A 
present.  Monsieur^  vous  nous  6tez  la  crainte  d'etre 
indiscretSy  et  nous  vous  demandons  avec  instances, 
M.  Necker  ct  lyioi,  de  nous  faire  Thonneur  de 
passer  quelques  jours  k  Copet.  Adieu,  Monsieur, 
vous  *me  x^ndrez  k  Copet,  et  vous  fereas  un  Uen 
grand  plaisir  k  d'andens  et  fiddles  amis,  qui  mal- 
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gr6  tons  les  discoui^  sont  plus  que  jamais  dignes 

de  votre  iut^r^t,  et  de  votre  estime. 

N**  CCXXXIX. 
The  Same  to  the  Same. 

A  RoUe,  le  3  Avril. 

Je  r^ponds  k  votre  silence,  Monsieur ;  c'est  tou- 
jours  du  moins  une  manifere  de  me  rapprocher  de 
vous.  J  en  cherchois  une  aujouid'hui,  car  men 
coBur  se  serre  tin  pen  en  quittant  un  lieu  plus 
voisin  jde  celui  que  vous  habitez,  et  oil  nous  avons 
reifu  des  marques  inefFaifables  de  votre  ami  tie,  de 
cette  amiti6  dirig^e  par  Tesprit  le  plus  d^licat,  et 
par  un  instinct  de  bont^  qui  donnenut  m£me  du 
charme  a  rindifF6rence.  Voulez-vous  bien,  Mon- 
sieur, t^moigner  k  Madame  de  Severy  toute  notre 
reconnoissance?  J'avois  le  .d^sir  de  lui  ecrire;  j'at 
craint  de  me  rendre  importune.  Mademoiselle 
GefFroy  m'assureque  M.  Monad  est  content  de  T^tat 
oii  nous  laissons  la  maisoQ.  Ce  M.  Monad  me  parolt 
fort  honnftte  homme,  et  fort  utile  k  ceux  dont  il  a 
la  confiance.  Je  presume  que  je  ne  tarderai  pas  a 
profiter  de  votre  aimable  invitation.  Nous  irons 
passer  quelques  jours  dans  votre  palais  des  ^6es,  ou 
plutot  de  g6nies,  par  une  exception  inouie  pour 
moi;  et  que  j  ofFre  k  celui  qui  fait  aussi  une  ex- 
ception dans  hotre  eoeur  k  tant  d'autres  6gardsi 
mais  les  nouvelles  nous  emptehent  de  c6der  en- 
core k  notre  impatience  par  Tincertitude  oCi  elles 
nous  jettent;  les  Crmii  semblent.  avoir  Favantagei 
et  le  r^Hiltat  de  cette  combiniuson,  ou  de  tDute 

autre, 


Digitized 


446 


L£Tt£RS  TO  AXD  7BOX 


autre,  fait  aussi  de  notre  fortime  un  probMine  in- 
soluble pour  le  present ;  cependant  avant  de  voir 
des  maisons,  il  faudroit  que  no5  plans  furent  ar- 
r^t^.  Vous  jugezy  Monsieur,  par  ma  compaiaison, 
que  j*dcris  k  present  de  Jerusalem;  vos  paroles 
sent  pour  moi  ces  fleuves  de  lait  et  de  miel  de  la 
terre  promise;  et  je  crois  entendre  leur  doux  mur* 
mure;  'cqiendant  je  regrette  encore  le  plaisir  que 
j'avois  k  vous  entretenir  pendant  le  jour,  de  mes 
pens^es  de  la  veille.  Je  vi vois  ainsi  deux  tois  avec 
vous,  dans  le  temps  pass6  et  dans  le  temps  pr6* 
sent ;  et  ces  temps  s'embellissoient  Tun  par  Tautre,* 
puis-je  me  flatter  de  retrouver  ce  bonheur  dans  nos 
all^  de  Copet?  Pr^venez-nous  cependantv  quand 
vous  aurez  Fintention  de  nous  voir.  Nous  tftche- 
rons  de  r^^unir  quelques  personncs  qui  veulent 
.venir  4  Copet,  et  nous  vous  devrons  leurs  plaisira 
^  et  les  ndtres.  Mille  tendres  amiti^. 

N°  CCXL. 

•  * 

Madame  Necker  d  M.  Gibbon. 

•  * 

Je  voyois  arriver,  Monsieur,  avec  un  sentiment 
d^licieux,  le  jour  que  je  devois  passer  avec  vous; 
le  spectacle  d'une  habitation  qui  vous  rend  heurejux 
auroit  certainement  ajout6  k  mon  bonheur,  ou 
diminu6  mes  peines,  pour  employer  un  langage 
$:onvenable  aux  circonstances.  Je  sens  que  j  'auxois 
r^uni  k  vous  pour  toujours,  dans  ma  pens6e,^rimage 
de  votre  jardin,  de  votre  biblioth^que,  de  tousces 
pages.qui  vous  enviroiment,  et  qui  seroient  tenuis 
dws  la  pous»ij^re  des  siMesy  si  votre  bel  quviage 
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ne  les  avoit  (ait  revivre.   C'est  done  absolument 

contre  mon  voeii,  que  j'ai  differ^  une  visitc  dont  je 
me  faisois  une  veritable  f^te.  Vous  mJavez  tou- 
jours  €t6  cher ;  inais  I'amiti^  que  vous  montrez  k 
M.  Necker  ajoute  encore  a  celle  que  vous  m'in- 
spiriez  k  tant  de  titres ;  et  je  vous  aime  k  present 
d'une  double  affection.  Cependant  je  suis  trte  en 
colore  contre  M.  Necker,  il  a  c6d6  k  quelques 
raisons  dont  il  vous  rendra  compte.  II  n  appartient 
pas  tout  lemonde  d'avoir,  comme  M.  Gibbon,  les 
avantages  du  g^nie,  sans  en  avoir  les  inconv^niens. 
Lesprojetsde  M.  Necker  sont  toujours  environn^i 
d'un  cortege  de  troupes  16g^res,  qui  ne  cessent  de  se 
battre  sur  la  route ;  et  Ton  ne  s^ait  jamais  quel 
sera  le  r^sultat  du  combat :  cctte  fois  il  a  fallu 
consentir  a  un  d^lai,  et  M.  Necker,  qui  s  en  afBi- 
geoit  lui-m6me»  a  voulu  vous  6crire  le  premier  ; 
mats  il  ne  vous  a  point  dit  assez  k  mon  gr6,  avec 
quel  attendrissement,  avec  quelle  reconnoissanco 
nous  avons  re(u  vos  soins  incomparables  dans  cette 
terrible  ^poque  de  notre  vie.  Je  ne  tarderai  pas, 
j'esp^re,  a  vaincre  les  obstacles  qui  contrarient  un 
projet  cher  k  mon  coeur.  Dans  ce  moment  le 
danger  Eminent  de  M,  Tronchinr  ne  nous  auroit 
pas  permis  denous  Eloigner.  M.  Cramer  doit  ^tre 
transport^  a  Geneve.  Mill^  et  miile  teudres  horn* 
mi^s.  Monsieur. 
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CCXLI. 
Madame  Neckee  ^  M.  Gibbon. 

RoUe,  ce  Jeudi. 

Monsieur  de  Chftteauneuf,  Moii$ieur,  a  envoy^ 

une  addresse  aux  citoyens  de  Geneve,  dans  laquellc, 
avec  beaucoup  de .  protestations  pour  la  sur^t6  de^ 
propri<it^s  et  des  personnes^  il  assure  qu'on  se  re- 
streindra  seulement  k  la  punition  des  magistrats, 
qui  ont  os^  solliciter  le  secours  des  Suisses.  L'ia- 
dignation  a  €t6  k  son  comble^  comme  yous  ^evee 
bienle  penser;  et  mon  coetir  en  est  encore  agit6, 
Les  magistrats,  par  une  conduite  aussi  noble  que 
celle  du  resident  £toit  basse  et  odieuse,  ont  rassem* 
bI6  en  armes  trois  mille  Genevois,  et  leur  ont  lu 
cette  addresse  et  une  courageuse  r^ponse.  lis  ont 
demand^  que  ceux  qui  n'approuvoient  pas  la  con- 
duite des  magistrats^  eussent  k  se  retirer;  trois 
seulement  sont  sortis  des  rangs,  M.  le  Sindic 
Michely  a  pai  16  comm^  D^mosth^ne;  et  u^  citoyeu 
nqmm6  M.  ChaiAbrier,  a  r^pondu  au  nom  du  peu? 
pie  avec  tant  de  vertu  et  de  sensibility,  que  ciette 
sc^ne  touchante  peut  £tre  compar6eaux  plus  belles 
de  rbistpire. '  L'on  ne  nous  mande  pa^  d'ailleiurs 
que  les  troupes  soient  augment^.  Dieu  seul  sipait 
k  present  quel  sera  le  r^sultat  de  toutes  ces  de- 
marches extraordinaires.  Nous  attendons  inces- 
samment  Monsieur  Gibbon,  et  nous  TaimonSy  en 
attendant,  de  tout  notre  coeur,  et  pour  jamais. 
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N"  cexLii. 

Madame  Neck£r  h  M.  Gibbon. 

■  ■ 

Ne  craignez  rien,  Monsieur;  ce  n'est  pas  un 
reproche  que  je  vieas  vous  faire :  je  s^ab  depuifl 
AlcUMade,  que  les  bonunes  dislaiigii^  doivent  tvo* 
jours  avoir  quelques  I6gires  bisarreries :  M.  de  Se* 
very  m'^crit  ing6nieusemeut  que  vous  me  tenez 
Gompte  en  amiti^  du  sUenoe  qiseTOus  gaidez  avec 
moi ;  car  tos  aiFectiotis  ne  msk*  tMib  comme  rbtfo 
g^nie,  une  corne  d  abondance,  qui  s'accroit  en  se 
r^pandamt.  PenseneSfVOiis,  Momieurvqiie  ce  pr^-* 
ambale  tend  h  vras  demaftder  une  tettre?  M; 
Pictet  m'apprcnd  que  M.  de  Severy  recevra  chez  lui 
pendant  quinze  jours  le  Prinoe  de  Hesse,  et  ses 
deux  goilyemeiirs.  Nous  avions  determine  M.  et 
Madame  Pictet  4  adnietti^  ce§  Strangers  dans  kuf 
iat^rieur,  si  Ton  le  d^siroit ;  et  lien  ne  paroissoit 
pUis  oouvenaUe  pour  le  jeune  prince  que  ie  apeo 
tatle  de  cette  vie  pure  et  simple,  dont  Tesprit  et  le 
sentiment  font  la  seule  ^l^gance ;  et  d'ailleurs  nous 
croyous  voir  dans  eet  arrangement^  des  avantages 
r^iproquesi  Cep^ndant  une  introductiOHr  de  con* 
fiance  demande  rcxeniption  enti^re  de  certains 
fautsj  par  exemple,  si  vous  a^erceviez  de  16gers 
O^rmanistMSf  eomme  des  libatiom  lib^rales  k  fiac* 
chus,  je  y^uA  demanderoa  d'avoir  la  bonii  de  me 
rinsinuer  sans  craindre  aucunes  tracasseries.  II  se- 
*  roitaia^detrouver  desprdtextespOur  re¥duir'^'an« 
caen  plan  de  sample  locataire. 
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Nous  pensons  souvent^  Monsieur,  aux  joun 
pleins  de  charmes  que  nous  avohs  passes  avec  vous 
k  Geneve.  J'ai  ^prouv6  pendant  cettc  6poque  un 
sentiment  nouveau  pour  moi,  et  peut-£tre  pour 
beaucbup  'de  gens.  Je  r^unissois  dans  un  m6me 
lien,  et  pai  une  faveur  bien  rare  dc  la  Providence, 
une  des  douces  et  pures  affections  de  ma  jeuness^ 
aTec  ceUe.qui  £ut  torn  sort  sur  la  tecre,  M^-qui  le 
rend  sitdigne  d'enviie.  *C^tt:e  singularity,  jointe 
aux  agr^mens  d  une  conversation  sans  module, 
composdit  pour  moi  une  sorte  d'encbantement ;  et 
la  CQtmeotion  du  pass^  et  du  pri6sent  rendoit  mei 
jours  semblables  k  un  songe  sorti  par  la  porte 
d'ivoire  pour  consoler  les  mortels.  Ne  voudrie^t- 
vjDUs  pas  nous  le  faire  continuer^  encKNre?  Copet 
est  dans  toute  sa  beaut6;  mais  je  ne  si^ais,  sije  dois 
trop  insister,  car  nous  y  menons  une  vie  assez 
solitaire;  k»drco(nstancearetiemient.lesG€nevois 
ieaaSA  ImH  foyers,  et  leurs  campagnes  sont  d^rtes; 
M.  de  Gerniani  m^me  a  jug6  i-propos  de  se  re- 
snai-ier ;  et  il  a  bien  faUu  c^er  une  grande  part  de 
s^^^oins.  Gardea^vousy  Monineur^  de  fbrmer.un 
de  ces  liens  tardifs  ;  le  manage  qui  rend  heureux 
dan$  l!age  txjAt,  c'est  celui  qui  tut  contract^  dans 
la  jeunesse..  Alors  seulement  la  r^unioii  est  par- 
ikite,  les  goikts  se  communiquent^  le$  sentimens  se 
r^pandent,  les  id^es  deviennent  cwiniune^,  les 
facult^s  intellc^ctuelles  m  rno^H^  UKPLtuelieviCiit 
XoiHe  isL  vie  ^est  double,  et  toute  la  vie  ^t  une 
prolongation  de  la  jeunesse;  car  les  impressions  de 

li»iAC;G0Qunaade&t  aux.yeu^y  et  la  beaut4>iui  nlc^t 
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plus  conserve  encore  son  empire  ;  mais  pour  vous, 
Monsieur,  dans  toute  la  vigueur  de  la  pens^e, 
lorsque  toute  I'existence  est  d^cid^e,  Ton  ne  pour- 
roit  sans  un  miracle  trouver  unc  femme  digne  de 
vous ;  et  une  association  d  un  genre  imparfait  rap- 
peUe  toujours  la  statue  d*Horace,  qui  joint  k  une 
belle  tAte  le  coips  3'un  stupide  poisson;  Vous  ^tes 
mari^  avec  la  gloire;  et  vos  amis  qui  vous  ch^ris- 
senty  ne  sont  pas  jaloux  de  ce  lien,  dont  lYclat 
mfime  rejaiilit  sureux.   J'ai  pens^  'cent  ibis  ^  la 
confidence  que  vous  m'avcz  faite;  j'en  attends  Tex^- 
cutiou  avec  un  iut^^t  inexprimable ;  votre  genre 
d^'esprit  en  ibra  un  genre  nouveau ;  vous  d^roberez 
totftes  les  richesses  de  votre  si^cle ;  et  vous  avez 
tfouv^  le  vi^m  I table  aimant  qui  retient  dans  son  at- 
mosphere Unit  ce  qui  s*^  appit>che,  et  qiii  est 
digne  d'y  Atre  attir^*.    Adieu,  Monsieur;  persontie 
au  monde  n  a  mieux  senti  que  vous  le  prix  de  cette 
association  unique  de  Tesprit  le  plus  brillant  et  le 
plus  vari6  au  plus  dbuir  et  au  plus  ^gal  de  tons  les 
caractferes ;  et  Ton  pcut  bien  dire  dc  vous  ce  que' 
Cic^ron  disoit  des  iettres,  ^gaiement  d^licieuses 
dans  Ik  letraite  et  dSuds  le  gratnd  monde,  k  Paris  et 
i  Copet.   ReceVez,  Monsieur, 'Tftsstiraifce'dc  tous' 
les  sentimens  que  vous  nous  avez  inspires.  Je 
vous  prie, '  Monsieur,  de  remercier  M.  de  Seveiy 
de  )sm  obligeante-  lettre,  et  de  faire  agrii^r  nos' 
honiniages  k  toute  sa  famille. '  -  "  ' 
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N°  CCXLIII. 

Madame  NeCker  a  M>  Gibbon. 

A  Copet,  ce  5  Juillet,  179^' 

J  E  n  aurois  pas  repondu  sitdt,  Monsieur,  a  votre 
charmante  lettrei  et  jaurois  fait(^.aacrifice  n^oii 
goAt  k  votre  douce  paresse,  si  je  n'avois  eu  k  vom 
entretetiir  du  nouvel  ouvrage  que  M.  Neckcr  vous 
euvoye.  Sou  ame,  iutatigable  en  pens^es  commq 
en  ftentimens,  est  continueUeihent  tourment^  par 
les  malheurs  de  la  France.  II  a  cru  en  trouver  la 
cause  et  il  a  regard^  comi^ie  un  ^evQ^r  4e  ^a.lui 
r^v^ler^  et  de  lui  niontrer  m£me  tanfff  le-in^ 
^e  qu'elle  aiiroit  d'A  suivfe.  Quand  vous  n^au^rie:? 
pas  eu,  Monsieur,  des  droits  a  jamais  cheris  sur  tous 
les  mouvemens  de  notre  sune,  M.  N^^i^r,  auroit 
dA  ^galementvouft  faire  hommage  de  spn  travaU: 
comment  penser  a  la  gloire  et  au  bonheur  de  TAn- 
gletene  sans  que  yotre  id^e  se  pr^^ute  k  ^Q^^? 
comment  lemaFqiior  les  lumiires  r^pandues  dans  h. 
travail  de  M.  Necker  sans  se  rappeller  des  conver-r 
sations  int^ressaute%  qui  out  charua^  mes  douleurs, 
liiiver  denner,  en  me  faisant  jomr  k  la.  foia  d^ 
tons  mes  goAts^  et  de  tens  mes  JBentimens  ? 
sujet  de  ^e  livre  me  paroit  entifcrement  neuf, 
quoiqu^ii  ait  appr^h^  mille.  fois  par  nos  ox9n 
teurs,'  par  ces  navigateurt  qui  rament  siaQs  cease  et 
qui  n'abordeut  jamais,  paicequ'ils  n'ont  aucune 
boussole.  Je  ne  veux  pas  anticiper  sur  votre  juge- 
ment;  ramour  propre  n'a  phia'^.hiirdaKSsse  de  se 
niontrer  aujourd'hui;  l^s^  ^oiiNMmstaMiBS  wnt  trop 
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gmves  pomr  ne  pas  ^touffer  toutes  1^  petites  pas- 
sions des  hommes ;  il  pleut  du  sang,  comme  dit  b 
Fontaine,  et  les  colombes  ne  doivent  plus  pensei* 
qu^h  chercher  k  (kire  la  paix  ^ntre  les  vautou]%,  dus- 
scnt-elles  ^tre  victimes  dc  leur  bont^,  comme  dans 
cette  &ble.  Seulement  nous  pienons  de vous  le  pre- 
sage, comme  les  Romains  le  ttroient  dir  vol  d'uft 
aigle  pour  auo^urer  favorablement  de  quelque 
grande  enti'eprise. 
M.  Neck^  tit  actuellemeBt  ¥011*6  histoire  avec 
'  d^lices;  if  se  d^tasse  en  se  promienafnt*  dans  cct 
Elis^e ;  il  me  r^p^toit  hicr  ce  que  vous  disiez  du 
gouvernement  ^tablie  par  Augnste :  une  monarchie 
d^gniete  en  r^piiUique,  et  nofis  iaisons,  ajoutoit- 
il,  une  r^publique  d^guis^e  en  monarchic.  Voil^, 
pensai-je,  ma  clmtte  chang^e  en  teaimc.  M.  Necker 
admire  sans  cesse  la  beaut6  de  vos  rteits,  mats  ce- 
pendant,  il  se  saisit  avec  transport  de  la  premiere 
id6e  analogue  aux  sienucs. 

Venear  4  Gopet,  Monsieur,  $i  vous  vottles^qn'oIi 
b^cbe,  et  qu'on  j^ue  afu  wisk,  car' vous  saves  donned 
AUX  goiits  innocens  T^clat  du  g^nie,  comme  aux 
travanx  du  g6nie  la  douceur  qui  les  rapproche  de 
rinnocence*  Venez  k  Copet,  pourvu  que  notre 
bonheur  ne  coutc  rien  au  v6tre ;  mais  si  Thabitude 
nous  est  contraire,  elle  peut  aussi  nous  6ti-c  fa- 
vorable, car  le  rapport  des  ames  et  des  esprits  res- 
semble  'bien  k  Thabitude,  et  c'est  du  moins  un  de 
ses  cfTets  les  plus  doux;  et  une  liaison,  qui  a  com- 
mence pTesq[ne  avee  la  pens^  est  pr^fi^rable  k 
eaXks  €j[ii^eii;  forme'  av^  ses  itfevrbtes  et  ses  apparte- 
mens.    Mais  vous  avez  de  meillcures  excuses;  jc 
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re(ois  avec  reConnoissance  ccUe  des  ^ux  de  Pyr- 
inont.  Quel  prix  mon  coeur  n'attache-t-il  point  ii 
votrc  sant6,  a  Tint^ret  que  votie  aniiti^  r^pand  wxr 
notre  retraite  ?  £n  anivant  ici,  en  n'y  rttrouvant 
que  les  tombeaux  de  ceux  que  j'ai  tant^m6,  vous 
avez  it6  pour  moi  comme  un  arbre  solitaire,  dont 
Ibmbre  couvre  encore  le  desert  qui  me  s6pare  des 
premieres  ann^  dema  vie. 

Je  ne  voudrois  pas  non  plus  vous  ravir  aux 
agr^mens  dune  soci^te  k  laquelle  la  France  de 
Louis  .quaton^eauroit  port^  envie  i  ... 

•Engagez  ces  dames  k  lire  le  Tableau  de  I'Etat 
Mo^al  ou  nous  a  reduitia  Constitution  Franjoise; 
et  fit  la'modestie  des  iemmes  pour  leur  mari  n'^tpit 
pas  un  hommage  M'intimit^  du  noeud  conjugal,  je 
dirois  que  dans  ce  cliapitre,  Tauteur  met  son  esprit 
au  niveau  du^*g<6nie,  qui  a  conipu  TensembJie  de 
Touvrage.  • 

Vous  m'aviez  promis  de  lire  Les  Opinions  Reli' 

gieuses;  et  quelles  que  soyent  vo$  f^inions  m^ta- 

pbysiquesy  je  suis  sdre  que  vous  aurez  tHek-  frapp^  du 

chapitre  sur  le  bonbeur,  le  mot  si  tou^hantvqui  finit 

votie  lettrejne  le  persuade ;  je  veux  y  J^ii|dre  cea 

vers  de  Tai$^^  >  • 

QMsmoLf  bienfaisant,  juste^  plein  de  vertu^S'h . 
S'il  6toit  n6  Chr^tieu^  que  seroi(-iI  de  plus  ?  •    •  /-r 

•     "    N»  CCXLIV. 
.  Miu^me  ^£CK£B  ii  Gibbon. 

A  Copet,  le  10  AoAt,  17^2. 

Jx  ne  puls^^Mc^uieur,  laisser  sans  remercSmenSy 
non  seulementune  letlre  incomparable,  mais  beau- 
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couj>  plus  qu'une  lettre  poinr  moi,  car  cfest  un  v^n* 
table  bien&it  de  Tamiti^.  Le  plaasii*  qu'elle  a  ca«a6 

k  M.  Nccker  ne  s'eft'accra  point  de  nioii  souvenir. 
Yotre  voix  peut  ntnimer  toutes  les  esp^rances :  et 
quand  vos  ^rits^  votne  r^putadon,  ne  nous  auraient 
pas  appris  depuis  long  tcnis  quel  juge  vous  etc^ 
la  mani^e  dont  vous  ^noucea;  votre  suiiiage  feroit 
t6galei»ent  votie  titre  et  le  ndtve;  et  le  goftt  exquit 
qui  d6niMeiem^rite  d-un  ouvrag^)  et  quilemet 
k  sa  place,  peut  bien  6tre  compart  a  la  sagacity 
d-un  juge  civil,  qui  liroit  au  fond  des  coeuss  pour 
pr^noncer^ff f*%,  ou  not  guilty,  mortel  ou  inunorteL 
Aussi  M.  Necker  aprcs  avoir  en  tend  u  cette  douce 
lettr^,  me  dit  avec  sa  bonne  foi  ordinaire,  A  pr6^ 
«ent  me voil^  ntt  de  mon  suocte;  je n*ai  plua be* 
soki  d*aucim  autre  ^loge.  II  sentoit  que  son  vais- 
seau  alioit  voguer  k  pieines  voiles,  comme  celui 
d'En^e,  quand  il  f ut  pouas^  par  cette  nympfae  que 
ViigUenomme 

— —  fandi  doctissima  Cymodocea 

Dixerat,  et  dexirk  discedens  impulit  altam 
(Hfiud  iguara  modi)  PHPfttin :  fugit  ilia  per  undas 
/  Odor  et  jvculo, 

:  J*aurois  voulu  oser  faire  imprimer  cette  lettre ; 
Topinion  de  celui  qui  a  d^m^le  k  dix  huit  cens  ans 
*de  distance  les  .oauiea  <le  la  decadence  de  Tempire 
Ronmin  auroit  ^t6  la  sanction  du  livre  de  M.  Nec- 
ker. C'est  sur  tout  k  vous,  Monsieur,  qu'il  faut  re- 
piocher  renthousiasme  de  M.  Necke^r  pour  votre 
nation ;  c'est  sur  V^cbantillon  quil  a  jug6  de  Fen- 
semble,  et  non  seulement  vous,  mais  aussi  vos  r6- 
-  ponses  a  toutes  ses  questions  ont  fait  sou  erreur ; 
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oe»  qucBtioxis  ont  dh,  vous  prouvfir  que  M«  Neor 
ker  ne  cherchoit  point  k  vous  cacher  son  travail ; 

mais  Ton  peut  bien  s'aider  des  lumi^res  de  son  ami, 
et  lui  6pargner  par  respeot  pour  son  g^nie  le  spec- 
tack  dont  parle  fioiteauH  au  premier  0ict€t 

tt  barbon  au  dernier.  II  faut,  comme  vous  Fob- 
servez  avec  beaucoup  de  grace  et  de  iiQes&e«.  que 
les  pens^es  ing^iiettses  rendues  ckuremeoti.  puifi<> 
sent  obtenir  place  au  milieu  des  simples  v^t6s ; 
et  M.  Necker  a  fait,  je  ravoue,  le  contraire  des 
gens  d'esprit,  dont  parle  M.  de  Bufibn ;  il  a  r^uni 
totttesces  feuillesd'or  pour  en  faire  des  lingots,  oes 
lingots  sont,  dites-vous,  (Tairain  de  Corinthe;  il 
done  toujours  une  incendie.  pour  en  prod uire 
de  parcj^  H^las!  il  n'fist  que  trop  viai; Tam^  de 
M.  Necker  est  embras^e  par  la  douleur  des 
nemens,  et  j'ai  besoin  de  tputes  les  re&sources  de 
raimti6  la  plus  tendre  pour  fiiire  divmion  aux  tour- 
mens  qu'il  endure.  Votre  conversation  me  dotuiem 
des  moyens  en  ce  genre,  auxquels  il  est  impossible 
de  r&ister;  cependant  votre  bonheur  m  est  trop 
cher  pour  qu6  je  vouhisiift  •  votw  faire  perdre-  aucun 
des  instans  de  la  soci^t^  dont  vous  jouissez.  Re- 
venez  k  nous  quand  vous  serez  rendu  a  vous^m^me; 
c'^t  le  moment  qui  doit  tpi\jour8  appartenir  k 
wire  premiire  ei  A  wire  iern^eamie,  je  ne  sau* 
rois  d^coqvrir  encore  lequel  de  ces  deux  titres  est 
le  plus  doux^t  le  plus  cber  k  mon  coeur. 
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N«  CCXLV. 
Madame  Necker  d  M.  Gibbon. 

A  Copet,  ce  21  Septembre^ 

Jamais,  Monsieur,  les  marques  de  votre  int^rfitne 
nous  fureat  iii  plus  chores  ni  plus  n^cessaires.  Les 
tettres  qu'on  revolt  lie  Paris  fbiit  boireur,  mfime 
avant  de  les  ouvrir.  Les  mots  les  plus  ihdiffi£reiis 
de  nos  amis  absens  paroisseut  des  augures  funestes. 
M.  de.Lenart  terivoit  demi^emeut  k  Mr.  Necker^ 
quel  que  eoii  man  s^rt,  je  vrnvi,  ou  je  maurrai 
votre  ami :  ces  paroles  si  simples  nous  firent  tres- 
saillir,  et  leplus  cruel  des  ^v^Bemem  n'a  pas  tard6 
k  les  sui vrer-  M.  de  Mcmtmorin  a  p^ri  HMlgr^  les 
efforts  de  Bazire  lui-m^me,  car  dans  cet  enfer  11  faut 
avoir  rccours  a  la  protection  des  demons.  I^s  bar* 
bores  Wit  tu^  M.  de  Clermont  Tonnefre*  exeoaqplaire 
vivant  du  g^ie  et  des  talens  des  Frani^s  avant 
Jeur  effiayante  metamorphose.  lis  ont  assassin^  le 
Duc.de  Aocbefoucaulty  cet  bomme  rare,  victime 
deses  vertus  Bitaie  dans  ses  enreurs,  qui  guid^  par 
une  seule  lumi^re,  ne  put  balancer  un  grand  carac- 
t^e  par  un  grand  g^nie.  II  n  avoit  vu  dans  un 
syst^me  exag^r^  que  le  sacrifice  de  ses  avantages 
personnels,  et  il  s'^toit  crA  oblig6  de  Fembrasser ; 
aussi  avoit-il  conserve  pre$que  seul  Tamour  et  ie 
v^pect  des  deux  parris.  Tous  ces  bommes  clistin- 
gu6s  6toient  nos  amis,  ou  nos  connoissances ;  ils  con- 
tribuoient  tous  k  la  douceur  de  uotre  vie,  et  nous 
&e  pouvons  plus  jouir  m^me  d'un  souvenir  si  cber, 
mia  traveller  dans  uotre  maginatkm  le  fleuve  de 
sang  qui  nous  en  s^pare. 

Au 
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Au  milieu  de  ces  fnyhefurs,"^  Yamvie  de  Tamba^ 
sad  rice  nous  a  soulag^  crun  poids  terrible ;  le  sen- 
timent de  ses  dangers^  nous  fait  oublier  la  d^raison 
qui  leb  avoit  fkit  nattre;  mais  malgr6  grossesse 
et  ses  allarmes  pr^c^ciites,  le  repos  auquel  nous 
la  contraignons,  n  a  pas  pour  clle  tout  I'attrait  que 
vous  'imagines.  £Ue  ressemble  k-  oes  papillons 
^ph^mferes,  w  Wen-d^crits  par  votre  poeteGray,  qui 
necomptent  jamais  leur  vie  que  par  le  lever  et  le 
coucher  du  soleil. 

Je  suis  dottlourras^entfiifect^e  de  ta  mulacKe' 
de  M.  de  S6v6ry;  je  desire  la  conservation  de  cet 
excellent  homme>  pour  le  bonheur  d  une  feniine 
digne  de  tous  les  genres  de  l>onbeur;»  'foat'^sti^fst- 
nrille,  pour  tous  ceux  qui  le  coniidissent,  et  pour 
vous,  Monsieur,  dont  les  peines  p^n^ti-ent  jusques 
au  fond  de  itKm'  cbeur.  Je  n'esp^re  pas  de  vous 
voir  ici  dans  ce  mcmient;  mai^  souvenea^-vous,  que 
nous  vous  avons  r^serv6  deux  appartemens  sous 
votre  nom,  Tun  k  Copet,  Tautre  k  Geneve ;  souve- 
nez-vous  que  votre  soct6t6  r^pand  mille*  chamies 
sur  la  ndtre,  et  qu  elle  ne  change  d'ailleurs  en  rieil 
notre  genre  de  vie ;  c'est  un  bien  pr^eux»  sans 
aucune  soiistraction. 

m  *  * 

-  N*  .GCXLVI. 

..  Madame  Necker  a  M.  Gibbon. 

,  ,.    A Rolle, ce  8  Ootobre,  1792. 
;•  Nous  sonimes  a  peu  pi^^.  Monsieur,  dans  la 
pOMtioii  oik^ViOus  nous  aves  laiss^ ;  pleias»de.Y6CO]ir 
noisance  pour  vos  bont^,    d'i]iqiu6tude  pour  nos 
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deux  patries.  Monsieur  de  Montesquiou  est  tou- 
jours  a  Caiouge,  mais  avec  les  trois  Commissaires. 
Ce  g6n6ral,  quoiquon  ait  pu  vous  dire,  est  uii 
homihe  accessible  k  tous  les  sentimens  doux  et  k 
*ous  les  penchans  aimables;  mais  ce  Dubois  de 
Craned  lui  fera  la  loi,  et  je  ne  vois  plus  en  Mon- 
sieur de  Montesquiou  qu'une  ombre  aVec  Gerb^ 
.  k  ses  c6t6s.'  L'on  dit  que  Spire  est  pris  par  Mon- 
sieur* de  Custine;  Ton  dit  aussi  que  la  r^ponse  de 
Monsieur  de  Montesqiiiou  aux  Genevois  est  une 
injonction  positive  d'^Ioi^er  les  troupes  Saisses,  et 
line  menace  de  se  cons  alter  avec  le  g^n^ral  la 
Fevri^res.  Pour  naoi,  si  la  Providence  nous  con- 
duit i  Zurich,  je  ne  redouterai  ni  rAUemagne  ni 
les  frimats,  pourvii  que  je  jouisse  en  repos,  aupr^s 
d'un  bon  feu,  de  I'attachenient  de  Monsieur 
Necker,  "et  du  charms  iniexprfmable  de  yotre 
80ci^t6.  •     •  • . 

Employez,  Monsieur,  toute  votre  Eloquence  i 
rendre  graces  k  vos  excellens  anus,  qui  nous  ont 
accord^  un  si  bon  asile,  et  donnez^noi,  je  vous 
conjure,  des  nouvelles  de  Monsieur  de  S6v^ry. 

II  paroit  que  la  Convention  Nationale  se  mdle 
tnalheureusement  de  nos  afiaires,  et  qu'eUe  a  pass6 
un  d^cret  pour  ordonner  k  Monsieur  de  Montes- 
quiou de  s  emparer  de  toutes  les  villes  et  de  toutes 
les  oontr^s  qui  pourroient  servir  k  la  conservation 
delaSavbye. 

4 .     I  ■ 

•  •  #*  #  . 
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N»  CCXLVIL 
Madame  Necker  i  M.  Gibbon. 

A  RoU«»  ce  11  Novembse,  1?^ 

Nous  sommes  encore  h.  RoUe,  Monsieur;  les 
a£E^es  de  Geneve  traiuent  en  longueur;  iisemble 
quVm  arte  les  obsiacles,  car  toate  la  discustian  se 
borne*  en  demandesde  la  Convention  Nationale,  et 
en  consentement  de  notre  part;  cependant  les 
courieiB  ae  aucoMent,  et  Ton  ne  s^ait  ^piaad  la 
nttiicalaon  arrivera.  Mats  la  n^gociation  aveo  les 
Bemois  paroit  prendre  une  toumure  tr^s  favo- 
rable, et  nous  sommes  pnesque  d^termin^s  k  retour- 
ner  4  Copet^  cn  conaervaiit  encore  cependant  la 
jouissance  de  la  maison  de  Madame  de  S^v^ry, 
81  elle  veut  bieu  le  permettre ;  car  je  voudrois  avoir 
la  possibility  de  risymur  icL  i.la  iboincb-e  inqui^tiide; 
en  attendant  o'est  Cabanb  qui  nons  ibrce  k  nona 
rapprocher.  Dans  ces  vacillations  je  n^ose  vous 
proposer  indiscr^tenieiit  un  noiweau  voyage;  j'atr 
Aendrai  que  nmis  ayom  un  lieu  fiour  nous  reposer* 
C'est'donc  de  vous  que  nous  tiendrons  la  branche 
d'oliviear,  ou  c'est.  avec  vous  que  nous  fuirons  les 
kuirieia  de  Mar&.  Je  aena  viveincnt  k  ^rix.  des 
^oms  que  vous  avez  daign^  nous  rendre,  et  c'est  a 
i'cgret  que  j'ai  laiss^  demi^remeiit  ^  Monsieur 
Necker  odui  de  votia  apprcndre  lea  ^ vAnemeBa ; 
nouveau  Diog^ne,  il  fuit  ordinairement  tous  les 
rapports  directs,  et  il  me  laisse  le  soin  de  les  sou- 
tenir.  Vous  ^tes  la  seule  exception  que  je  lui  ai 
vu  faire,  et  je  n'en  suts  pas  surprise;  aux  charmes, 
a  la  douceur  ftconde  de  votre  conversation,  il  vous 
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a~pris  pour  un  rayon  de  soleil  qi»*il  n'a  pas  voulu 

que  je  lui  iiiterceptasse.  Adieu,  Monsieur,  nous 
nous  trouvous  beureilx  d'habiter  le  m^me  pays 
que  vous*   Je  m'aoquitlierai  avec  Madame  de 

S^v^ry  a  la  premiere  occasion ;  puis-je  vouis  de- 
mander  des  nouvelies  de  voire  e^^celieutami? 

CCXLYIIL 
The  Same  to  the  Same* 

Monsieur  Necker  est  si  reconnoissant  de  la 
cliarmaute  iettrc  di^  Monsieur  Gibbou  et  si  effi:ay6 
en  prenant  ]a  plume  par  le  soyvenir  du  paas^ 
qu'elle  tombe  de  ses  mains;  elles  sont  en  eflbt 
plus  habiies  k  niauier  la  foudre  que  des  armes 
L^g^es;  il  veut  done  que  je  dise  pour  lui  k  Mqdt 
sieur  Gibbon  comlnea  il  a  itk  ravi  de  la  plus 
iiig^uieuse  des  allusions,  car  je  me  suis  h^tte  de 
traduire  lef  vers  dans  la  crainU;  qu  il  nc  lut  trompette 
MeaM^commelesoldatdud^rteur.  Cette  cttatioix 
d'Ov  ide  me  feroit  trembler  si  j'etois  siiperstitieuse ; 
le  i^rtde  S^m^l^seroit  d  un  mauvaiseaugure^U)ai& 
heuilitmement  le  g^nie  de  JVIonsieur  Gibbcm,  qui 
^mbrasse  si  bien  le  pass^,  n'est  pas  encore  initi6 
dan§  les  my  stores  de  Tavenir:  cet  avenir  et  la 
post6rit6  sont.  pour  lui  ce  qu'est  k  un  grand  roi 
les  coatr6es  ^loign^es  d*un  vaate  empire;  il  y 
domine  en  maitre,  mais  il,  ne  Ics  connott  pas. 

Le  succ^  de  Monsieur  Necker  n  est  pas  encore 
complet,  puisqu'il  lui  faudroit  avec  votre  suffrage, 
le  changement  du  coeur  des  Francois;  mais  il  est 
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impossible  cependant  de  tie  pas  concevoir  quelc[ue 
csp6rance:  la  quantity  des  contiefa9ons  remplies 
de  fautes,  met  Xauteur  au  supplice ;  car  Messieurs^ 
quoiquW  ime;  cecaractfere  d'auteur  est  ind^l^bilci 
et  rembleme  dii  lit  de  roses  vous  convient  mieux 
qu'^  Tamour  m^me. 

Nous  sommes  plus  tranquiUeSy  ou  peut-£tre  nous 
sommes  fatigues  d'avoir  peur;  il  parolt*  cependant 
que  le  Lion  d^daigne  d'^craser  la  Souris.  Nous 
attendrons  des  nouvelles  plus  positives  avant  de 
retoumer  k  Gehive.  Vous  me  rendrie^  bien  heu- 
reuse  si  vous  vous  contenticz  d  une  chambie  k  la 
Couronne,  et  vous  pourriez  donner  iin  rendezvous  . 
it  Monsieur  d'Erlach,  qui  doit  venir  dtner  avec  nous. 
L'Aiiibassadrice  vous  a  ecrit,  mais  Monsieur Necker 
a  craint  qu  elle  ne  vous  cut  pas  assez  parl6  de  lui ; 
il  a  raison  peut«dtfe;  k  Tage  de  ma  iille  r<»i  court 
poiir  soi  dans  la  carrifera  de*la  vie ;  au  mien,  Ton 
se  plait  comme  les  guides  dont  parle  Homire  k  , 
s'asseoir  -sur  le  char  du  h^ros,  k  cburir  les  mfimes 
dangers,  sans  avoir  part  k  sa  gloire.  Adieu,  Mon- 
sieur, chacun  vous  aime  ici,  et  chacuu  vous  regrettc  . 
et  vous  souhaite. 

Suppose  qiie  nous  restassions  encore  quelque 
tems  i  Rolle,  Monsieur  de  S^very  nous  permet- 
troit-ii  de  mettre  nos  chevaux  dans  son  ^curie?  . 
Ils'ont  itk  &  Tauberge  jusques  k  present. 
' ,  I^ous  prions  tous  Monsieur  Gibbon  de  lious 
donner  de»s  nouvelles  de  Monsieur  de  S6v6ry.   ' '  ' 
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N°  CCXLIX.  .    ..  .' 
Madame  Neckeu        Gibbon.  '. 

'  A  Rplle»ce  2  Jan^er,  1793I 

Les  di6faut3les  plus  eur^ines  soutfreo^t  quelques 
ib^ceptiops ;  je  yous  coijjure,  Moiisie;ur,  d'efi  £ure 
uiie  en  notrje  fkveur  paF  deux  lignes  seulement 
Je  pense  continucllcincnt,  ct  avcc  uiic  douloureuse 
in^ui^tude^.p^  que  vous  avez  la  gouUei  ou  que 
vous6tes  plough  dans  ,  la  tristesse  par  la  continuity 
d'un  spectacle  qui  tourmente  votre  excellent  coeur. 
Si  le  temps  ue  vous.  eftrayoit  pas,  je  vous  pro- 
poserois  de  mettre  un  peu  d'intervalle  k  ces  soins 
de  ramitt^  en*  venant  partager  d'autres  peines  sur 
lesquelles  le  charme  de  votie  conversation  versera 
un.:  l^ume  incomparable.  •  Votre  chambre  iVest 
pluspccilp6e;  apri»  avoir  esaay^  inutilementtoutes 
les  ressources  de  Tesprit  et  de  la  raison,  pour  d6- 
tourner  nia  tille  d  un  projet  inseus^,  nous  criiiueis 
qU'tm  petit  a^jour  It.  Qenibve  pourioit  la  rendx:eplus 
docile  par  Tinfluenoe  de  Topinion.  Elle  a  profit^ 
ile  cette  libe^t^,  et  s'est  mise  en  route  plutot  qu'eiiiJ 
ne^.nous.  llaypit  iait  cndndre ;  et  c'est  sous  de.si 
facheux  auspices  qu'elle  a  commence  rTanti^,  et 
qu'elle  nous  la  fait  conunencer.  Je  n'ajoute  rien 
il^  plus ;  il  Q/e  m'uppartient  pas  d'etre  juge  de  cett^ 
CPH^uite;  jauxoia  bespin  .4W  interm^iaire  pt. 
Illume  d'un  inteiprete  entre  le  si^cle  et  moi :  car 
je  u'eiite.Qds.pjl^s^^vlwgMe,  et  nialgre  tout  Je  .d^ 
<iain  lequel. ;  on  ijejette .  les  opin^na  qm  cptf 
guid6  et  emb^Ui  ma  .vie,  je  m'apperf  ois  souvent 
>  qu'elle* 
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qu'elles  r^pandent  encore  quelques  fleuTS,  m&ne 
sur  mes  cheveux  biancs. 

Le  piQcte  du  im  nous  laiwe  toujouis  dans  une 
ti'iste  suspension ;  M.  Necker  n'ose  se  livrer  a 

Tesp^mnce.  Louis  Seize  n'est  pas  pour  lui  ce  qu'il 
est  pour  les  autres  hommesy  et  toutes  les  id^es 
qu'il  a  conipues  pendant  vingt  ans  Fattachent  h  ce 
centre,  peut  ^tre  comme  la  vigne  k  un  arbre  sterile. 
Mais  il  ne  fait  pas  cette  demi^re  observation. 
Venez,  Monsieur,  et  croyez  que  v6us  £tes  plus 
aim6  ici  que  dans  aucun  pays  du  monde. 

CCL. 

Madtimc  Necker  d  M.  Gibbok. 

A  CopetyCe  12  Juilkt,  1793. 

Vous  m'annonciez  de  Douvres,  Mcmneur,  une 
lettre  par  le  courier  prochain ;  je  Tattends  encore 

et  chaqiie  jour  avec  plus  d  angoisse.  Je  me  con- 
sume en  conjectures  inqui^tantes«  II  faut  6tre 
juste ;  vous  ne  pouvee  penser  k  no«is  ausst  a^uv^t, 
que  nous  vous  rapprochons  de  notre  coeur.  A 
Londres  tout  vous  ram^ne  aux  id^es  de  ce  monde^ 
tandis  que  tout  sous  en  ^oig&e  ici ;  pr^  de  vcris 


m 

douxy  et  les  id^es  pr^sentes  que  vous  faisiez  naitre 
t*y  r£unis8oirat  sans  peine;  r«chatnement  d'un 
grand  nombre  d'ann^  sembloit  iaire  toucb^r-lmis 

les  terns  Tun  h  Tautre,  avec  une  rapidit6  61eCtrique  ; 
vous  ^tiez  k  la  fois  pour  moi  k  vingt  ans,  et  k 
cinquante:  l&in  de  vous,  les  4iff6mis  lieiix  que 

j'ai  habitus  ne  sout  plus  que  les  pim^  itm^raires 

de 


Digitized  by  Google 


EDWARD  GIBBON^  EMU  466 

ma  vie:  ils  mavertissent  de  tons  les  niilles  que 

j  ai  d^jii  paicouriis.    M.  Neckei,  plus  raisonnable, 
s'est  fait  t^upe,  ne  poiivant  plus  ^tre  lynx.  II 
9'occupe  d'agriculture,  il  ^tend  ou  il  resserre  son 
compas,  et  mesure  successivement  Fespace  qui 
nous  s6pare  du  ciei,  et  Tarpeiit  de  terre  de  son 
pare.    Voilit  du  mmm  commeat  il  cbaduit  son  - 
esprit;  on-  Famuse  comme  un  enfant,  ou'oomme 
un  ange,  parcequ'il  tient  de  tous  les  deux;  niais 
rien  ne  ie  distrait  cependant  des  sentiinens  dou- 
loureux qu*on  renouvdle  sans  cesse  dans  son  ame 
tendre:  il  faut  avoir  aim6  poui  scntir  toils  les  d6- 
^liireinens  que  cause  I  ingratitude.    Nous  sommes 
occup^s  k  present  k  r^lameir  nos  deux  millions 
confi^s  depuis  quinze  ans  k  la  France  par  les  mo- 
tifs les  plus  delicats,  et  engages  pendant  un. terns 
pour  lui  foumir  des  subsistances,   L'on  nous  en  a 
ref Qs£  rint6r6t  quoiqu'en  assignats.   Ah^  c'est  bien 
aussi  en  Fniiice,  qu  on  entend  les  JiiboiLv  chanter 
des  htfmnes  a  la  nuit^  et  a  la  mort-;  etqWonvoit  les 
arraignies  couvrir  Us  mommens       beausp  arts  ; 
aussi  M.  Necker  en  sa  quality  de  Colombe  doit 
6tre  banni  de  tous  les  coeurs  frani^ois :  il  doit  ceder 
la  place  aux  Vautours.   VoQs  voyez  que  Tafiaire 
de  M.  d'Apples  ne  vous  auroit  pas  convenu  dans 
cette  circonstance ;  mais  nous  n  avions  rien  chez 
lui,  et  j'aurois  d^sir6  que  vous  m'eussiez  dit  pr^ 
cid^ment  votre  perte.  •  Quant  k  la  maison,  la . 
cause  que  nous  plaidons  nous  oblige  suspendre 
tous  nos  armngemens ;  notre  vie  est  coiiune  tlot^ 
tanteau  gr6  de  tous  les  vents :  mais  ib  ne  m# 
feront  jamais  perdre  de  vue  T^toile  polaire  de  laplace 
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-St.  Fraxi^pis,  qui  nous  indique  le  port^  et  tous  ksi 
biens  clont  il  est  embelli.    Vous  souviendrez-voiis 

k  Londies  du  piojct  que  vous  aviez  forme  k  Ge- 
neve? C'^toit  un  centie  auquel  tous  les  6y^e- 
mens  du  si^cle  pouvoient  aboutir,  comme  dans 
Lucien  toutes  les  pricres  aboutirent  a  Toreille  de 
J upiter ;  jamais  on  u  eut  plus  que  vous  le  talent 
de  peindre  vivement  sans  exag^er.  Le  fond  de 
votre  sujet  auroit  aussi  nn  avantage  unique :  vous 
tiaceiiez  le  Tableau  de  la  Nature  Iluniaine  comme 
IVfontagne,  mais-dans  un  point  dc  vue  et  avec  un 
module  different;  ainsi  vous  en  fercz  apperccvoir 
toute  riiarmouie,  quand  il  en  faisoit  entendre 
toutes  les  discordances;  et  vous  puiseriez  dans  cette 
corned'abondanceque  vous  avezd^j^  faitreparoitre^ 
et  qu'on  nose  plus  rel^guer  dans  les  fables;  enfin 
vous  vous  garantiriez  de  ses  mains  mal  habiles,  plus 
f  unestes  que  la  iaux  du  terns,  qui  retranche  quelque- 
fois,  mais  ne  ddfigure  jamais. 

J'esp^re,  MonsieuF,  que  vous  aurez  trouvc  Milord 
Sheffield  dans  une'  situation  d'ame  plus/calm^  et 
votre  amiti^  par  les  sentimens  les  plus  doux  ache- 
vera  Touvrage  de  ses  reflexions.  Combicn  de  fois 
Upus  avons  senti  cette  influence^  M.  Necker  et' 
mpi!  et  qu^il  est  d^licieux  pour  mon  coeur  de 
doubler  ainsi  niou  attachenicnt  pour  vous  par 
celui  que  vous  inspirez  k  M.  Necker  I  Adieu, 
Monsiigur,  j'espire  que  eette  lettre  y.  croisera  la 
vAtre :  il  est  essentiel  pour  nos  arrangemens  d'ap- 
prendre  bient6t  de  vous.  Si  vous  passez  Thiver  en 
Aiigleterre,  dites^  je  vous  prie,  k  votre  fadte. excel- 
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)bnt  et  distingu^y  toute  la  part  que  nous  avons 
prise  k  sa  douleun 

Puis-je  vous  demander  sans  indiscretion  de  vous 
inibrmers'ilexisteune  traduction  du  Pouvpir  £x6^ 
cutif;  ety  en  ce cas,  auriet-vous  la  bontdde  me  la- 
feire  parvenir?  * 

La  mtiQ  des  Gracqucs  est  ici  avec  ses  jolis  en* 
iansy  et  son  man,  pour  lequel  j'ai  beaucoupd'aiFeo* 
tion:  cette  moderne  Com^lie  ajouteroit  volontiers/ 
pour  plaire  h  M.  Gibbon,  quelquc  chose  de  plus 
a  sa  parure  que  le  m^ite  de  ses  deux  iilsi 

.  CCLt 
Madame  Neckj:r  (i  M,  Gibbon. 

A  Lausanne,  ce  S  D^cembre,  1793* 

Je  no  puis  vous  exprimer,  Monsieur,  quel  a 
mon  saisissemeut  aux  uouvelles.  si  impr^v  ues  que 
nous  avons  revues  de  vous;  en  vain  M.  de  S^v^ry 
les  a-t-il  environniSes  de  toutes  les  moralit^s,  qui 
pouvoient  donner  le  change  ^  nos  tristes  pcnsees  5 
votre  courage,  votre  gaiet^,  votre  am^nit^;  toutes 
ces  qualit^s  si  aimables  dans^d'autres  temps  p^sent 
sur  mon  coeur  avec  les  autres  motifs  que  jai 
de  vous  ch^rir.  Le  cr6pusculq  de  notre  vie  est 
bien  cOuyert  de  nuages,  puisque  Tamiti^  m£me,  la 
douce  amiti^,  aupr^s  de  laquelle  nous  trouvions  un 
asile,  ,uous  presente  actuellement  uu  centre  de 
douleufy,(^  retentit  dan9. toutes  les  paities  de  moa 
6tre. Je  ne  vous  dirai  rien  de  plus,  Monsieur ;.  ma ' 
foiblesse  s  accorde  jnal  avec  votre  h^roisme,  et  c  est 
^eijlement  en  vous  parlant  de  vous,  que  nous  pou- 
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vons  cesser  de  nous  entemke.  Nous  sommes  k 
Lausanne;  nous  vous  y  re^ettons  au  lever  d€( 

Faurore,  et  sur  tout  au  coucher  du  soleil :  car  c'est 
alors  que  nous  ^tioiis  habitues  a  vous  voir,  rentier 
dana  notre  ruche  solitaire,  charg^  du  miel:  que  tousi 
aviez  recueilli  au  dehors,  mais  plus  riche  encore  de 
celui  qui  couloit  de  vos  lifevres.  Cependant  je 
m'applaudis  d'etre  ici  ^  port^e  d  avoir  de  vos  nou- 
velles;  j'ai  v.u  votre  dernier, bulletin,  et  j'esp&ic 
que  vous  continuerez  avec  la  ni^me  exactitude, 
car  vous  savez  combien  vos  amis  soufirent^  et  vou& 
n'avez  rien  de  cette  nature  de  tigre,  qui  nous  est 
devenue  si  familifere. 

Nous  avoiis  renonc6  k  Geneve;  cette  petite  ville 
marcbe  en  tout  sur  les  traces  de  la  France,  et  les 
pigmies  n'inspirent  que  le  m^pris,  quand  ils  imi- 
tent  les  gestes  ^pouvan tables  des  g^ans  briar6es. 
Cette  coupable  parodie  perd,  pour  jamais  peut-6tre» 
une  ville  autrefois  si  florissante ;  Ton  y  ^galise  les 
fortunes  par  des  collectes  perpetuelles,  comme  on 
le  fait  en  France  par  des  confiscations ;  d'ailleurs^  . 
«  Ton  ne  dira  plus,  je  ne  decide  point  entre  Gen^ve.et 
Rome,  mais  entre  Hobbes  et  Spinosa;  Tauteurdes 
Opinions  Religieuses  avoit  trop  pr^vu  cette  fuueste 
JT^volution  plus  terrible  que  toutes  les  autres,  en  ce 
qu'elle  donne  le  m£me  mauvais  esprit  aux  deux 
partis  opposes.  Vous  le.voyez,  Monsieur :  je  viens 
de  fyive  un  effort  pour  me  d^tonmer  du  sujet  qui 
dans  ce  moment  me  captive  toute  entifere ;  mais 
cette  esp^ce  de  dissimulation  coute  k  ma  plume,  et 
je  Vabandonne  de  nouve^u  aux  tendres  voeux,  que 
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nous  faisons  en  votre  faveur,  et  au  sentiment  qui 
attache  pour  jamais  mon  ame  k  la  vdtre. 

N°  CCLII. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  ta  Mrs*  Gibbon,  Bath. 

Mr  OsABBST  Madam,        Lausanne,  Aug.  1st,  1793. 
The  extraordinary  state  of  public  affairs  in 

France  opposes  an  insuperable  bar  to  my  passage ; 
and  every  prudent  sti*ang4er  will  avoid  that  inhospi- 
table land,  in  which  a  people  of  slaves  is  suddenly 
become  a  nation  of  tyrants  and  cannibals.  The 
German  road  is  indeed  safe,  but,  independent  of  a 
^eat  addition  of  fatigue  and  expense,  the  armies 
of  Austria  and  Prussia  now  cover  that  frontier; 
and  though  the  generals  are  polite,  and  the  troops 
well  disciplined,  I  am  not  desirous  of  passing 
through  the  clouds  of  hussars  and  pandours  that 
attend  their  motions.  These  ])ublic  reasons  are 
fortified  by^some  prix  ate  motives,  and  to  this  delay 
I'  resign  myself,  with,  a  sigh  for  the  present,  and  a 
hope  for  the  future. 

What  a  strange  wild  tvorld  do  we  live  in  1  You 
will  allow  me  to  be  a  tolerable  historian,  yet,  on  a 
fair  review  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  I  can  find 
none  that  bear  any  affinity  with  the  present.  My 
knowledge  of  your  discerning  mind,  and  my  recol- 
lection of  your  political  principles,  assure  me,  that 
you  are  no  more  a  democrat  than  myself.  Had 
the  French  improved  their  glorious  opportunity  to 
erect  a  free  constitutional  monarchy  on  the  ruins 
of  arbitrary  power  and  the  Bastile,  I  should  ap- 
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plaiid  their  oeneroiis  effort ;  but  this  total  subven 
sion  of  all  rank,  order,  and  government  could  be 
productive  only  of  a  popular  monster,  whicb^  after 
devouring  every  thing  else,  must  finally  devour 
itself.  I  was  once  apprehensive  that  this  monster 
would  propagate  some  imps  in  our  happy  island, 
but  they  seem  to  have  been  crushed  in  their  cradle ; 
and  I  acknowledge  with  pleasure  and  pride  the 
good  sense  of  the  English  nation,  who  seem  truly 
conscious  of  the  blessings  which  they  enjoy  :  and 
I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  most  respectable  part 
of  Opposition  has  cordially  joined  in  the  support  of 
things  as  they  are."  Even  this  country  has  been 
somewhat  tainted  with  the  democratical  infection; 
the  vigilance  of  government  has  been  exerted,  the 
malecontents  have  been  awed,  the  misguided  have 
beien  undeceived,  the  fev^r  in  the  blood^Iias  gra- 
dually subsided,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  we  liave 
secured  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  obscure  felicity; 
which  we  had  been  almost  tempted  to  despise. 
•  You  have  heard,  most  probably,  from  Mrs.  HoU 
royd,*  of  the  long-expected  though  transient  satis- 
faction which  I  received  from  the  visit  of  Lord 
Sheffield's  family.  He  appeared  highly  satisfied 
with  my  arrangements  here,  my  house,  garden, 
and  situation,  at  pnce  in  town  and  country,  which 
are  indeed  singular  in  their  kind,  and  which  have 
often  made  me  regret  the  impossibility  of  shewing 
them  to  my  dearest  friend  oH  the  Belvidere.  Lord 
Sheffield  is  still,  and  will  ever  continue,  the  same 

*  Of  Bait.  . 
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active  being;  always  employed  for  himself,  his  • 

triciuls,  and  the  public,  and  always  persiuuling 
himself  that  he  wishes  for  icisui  e  and  repose.  He 
has  now  a  new  care  on  his  hands,  the  management 
and  disposal  of  his  eldest  daughter,  who  is  indeed 
a  most  extraordinary  young  woman.    There  are 
various  roads  to  happiness ;  but  when  I  compare 
his  situation  with  mine,  I  do  not,  upon  the  whole, 
repent  that  I  have  given  the  preference  to  a  life  of 
celibacy  and  retirement.    Although  I  have  been  ' 
long  a  spectator  of  the  great  world,  my  unambi* 
tious  temper  has  been  content  with  the  occupations 
and  rewards  of  study;  and  although  my  library  be 
still  my  favourite  room,  I  am  now  no  longer  stimu* 
lated*  by  the  prosecution  of  any  literary  work. 
Adieu,  dear  Madam;   may  every  blessing  that 
nature  can  allow  be  attendant  on  your  latter  season. 
Your  age  and  my  habits  will  not  permit  a  very 
close  correspondence;  but  I  wish  to  hear,  and  I 
presume  to  ask,  a  speedy  direct  account  of  your 
own  situation.    May  it  be  such  as  I  shall  hear 
with  pleasure  !    Once  more  adieu ;  I  live  in  hopes 
of  embracing  you  next  sunmier  at  the  Belvidere, 
but  you  may  be  assured  that  I  bring  over  nothing* 
for  the  press. 

CCLIIL 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esq.  to  the  Right  HoiL 
Lad}^  Elizabeth  Foster,  at  Florence. ' 

Lausannd,  November  Sth,  1792. 

I  REMEMBER  it  has  been  observed  of  Augustus 
£vnd  Cromwell,  that  they  should  never  have  been 
'  H  H  4   •  bom. 
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bom,  or  never  have  died;  and  I  am  soinetimes 
tempted  to  apply  the  same  remark  to  certain  hdngs 

of  a  softer  nature,  who,  after  a  short  residence  on 
the  banks  of  the  Leuian  Lake,  are  now  flown  far 
away  over  the  Alps  and  the;  Appenines,  and  have 
abandoned  their  votaries  to  the  insipidity  of  com- 
mon life.  The  remark,  however,  would  be  unrea- 
sonable, and  the  sentiment  ungrateful.  The  plea- 
sures of  the  summer,  the  lighter  and  the  graver 
moments  of  the  society  oi  petit  Ouch]/*  are  indeed 
past,  perhaps  never  to  return;  but  the  remem* 
brance  of  that  delightful  period  is  itself  a  pleasure, 
and  I  enjoy,  I  cherish  the  flattering  persuasion 
that  it  is  remembered  with  some  satisfaction  in  tlie 
gallery  of  Florence,  as  well  as  in  the  library  of 
Lausanne.  Long  before  we  were  reduced  to  seek 
a  refuge  from  the  savages  of  Gaul,  I. had  secretly 
indulged  the  thought,  or  at  least  the  wish,  of  ask- 
ing leave  to  attend  tnes  homes  amies  over  Mount 
Cenis,  of  basking  once  more  in  an  Italian  sun,  and 
of  paying  once  more  my  devotions  to  the  Apollo 
of  the  Vatican.  But  my  aged  and  gouty  limbs 
would  have  failed  me  in  the  bold  attempt  of  scal- 
ing St.  Bernard,  and  I  wanted  patience  to  under- 
take thecircumitineration  of  the  Tirol.  Yoiir  re- 
turn to  the  Pays  de  Vaud  next  summer  I  hold  to 
be  extremely  doubtful;  but  my  anxiety  on  that 
head  isjsoniiewhat  diminished  by  the  dure  and  oer- 

*  A  beautiful  villa  near  the  lake,  about  a  mile  from  Lausanne, 
where  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire  and  Lady  Elixabeth  Foster 
iteided. 
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tain  hope  of  our  all  meeting  in  England  the  ensn* 

ing  winter.  I  flatter  myself  that  the  Porter  of  De-  ^ 
vonshire-house  will  not  be  inexorable;  yet  I  am 
airaid  of  losing  you  amidst  the  smoke  and  tumult 
of  fashionable  London,  in  which  the  night  is  devo- 
ted to  pleasure  and  the  morning  to  sleep.  My  am^ 
•bition  may  perhaps  aspire  to  pass  some  hours  in 
the  palladian  Chiswick,  or  even  some  days  at 
Chatsworth ;  but  these  princely  mansions  will  not 
recal  the  freedom,  the  ease,  the  jErrtmiVive  solitude 
of  dear  little  Ouchy.  Indeed !  indeed !  your  fair 
friend  was  made  for  sometliing  better  than  a  Du*- 
chess. 

Although  you  most  magnanimously  abandoned 

us  in  the  crisis  of  our  fate,  yet  as  you  seem  to  in- 
terest yourself  in  the  hopes  and  feais  of  this  little 
countiy,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you,  that  we  still 
hang  in  a  state  of  suspense ;  inclining,  however, 
to  the. side  of  hope,  rather  than  of  despair.  The 
garrison,  and  even  the  bourgeobie,  of  Geneva 
shewed  a  vigorous  resolution  of  deiending  the  'city ; 
and  our  frontiers  have  been  gradually  covered  with 
fifteen  thousand  intrepid  Swiss.  But  the  threats 
of  a  bombardment, '  the  weight  of  expense,  and 
above  all,  the  victorious  ascendant  of  the  French 
republic,  have  abated  much  of  the  first  heroic 
ardour.  Monsieur  de  Montesquiou  displayed  a 
pacific,  and  even  yielding,  temper;  and  a  treaty 
was  signed,  dismissing  the  Swiss  garrison  from 
Geneva,  and  removing  the  French  troops  to  the 
distance  of  ten  lei^es.  But  Ihis  last  condition, 
-  which  is  indeed  objectionable,  displeased  the  Con- 
vention, 
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vention,  who  refused  to  ratify  the  agrcemenf. 

New  conferences  were  held,  new  messengers  have 
been  dispatched ;  but  unless  they  are  determined 
to  find  or  to  make  a  subject  of  quarrel,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  we  shall  purchase  peace  hy  submission. 
•As  Geneva  has  a  very  dangerous  democratical 
party  within  her  walls,  and  as  the  national  guards 
are  already  allowed  to  enter  the  city,  and  to  tam- 
per with  the  inhabitants  and  tiie  garrison,  I  will 
not  ensure  that  poor  little  republic  from  one  week 
to  another.  For  ourselves,  the  approaches  of  dan- 
ger must  be  more  gradual.  I  think  we  are  now 
safe  for  this  winter,  and  I  no  longer  run  to  the 
"window  \o  sec  whether  the  French  are  coming. 
But  with  so  many  enemies  without,  and  so  many 
Avithin,  the  government  of  Berne,  and  the  tranquil- 
lity of  this  happy  country,  will  be  suspended  by  a 
very  slender  twig ;  and  I  begin  to  fear  that  Satan 
will  drive  mc  out  of  the  possession  of  Paradise. 
My  only  comfort  will  be,  that  I  shall  have  been 
expelled  by  the  power,  and  not  seduced  by  the 
arts,  of  the  blackest  daemon  in  hell,  the  dsemon  of 
democracy.  Where  indeed  will  this  tremendous 
inundation,  this  conspiracy  of  numbers  against 
rank  and  property,  be  finally  stopped?  Europe 
seems  to  be  universally  tainted,  and  wherever  the 
French  can  light  a  match,  they  may  blow  up  a 
mine.  Our  only  hope  is  now  in  their  devouring 
one  another;  they  are  furious  and  hungry  mon- 
sters, and  war  is  almost  declared  between  the  Con- 
vention and  the  city  of  Paris,  between  the  mode- 
rate  republicans  and  the  absolute  levellers.  A  ma- 
jority 
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jdrity  of  the  Convention  wishes  to  spare  the  royal 
victims,  but  tiiey  must  yield  to  the  rage  of  the 
people  and  the  thirst  of  popularity,  and  a  few  hours 
may  produce  a  trial,  a  sentence,  and  a  guillotine.  - 
Mr.  Necker  is  publishing  a  pamphlet  in  defence  of 
the  aug*ist  sufferers;  but  his  feeble  and  tardy  ef- 
forts will  rather  do  credit  to  himself,  than  service 
to  his  clients.  You  kindly  ask  after  the  situation 
of  poor  Severy.  Alas  I  it  is  now  hopeless ;  all  his 
complaints  are  increased,  all  his  resources  are  ex- 
hausted ;  where  nature  cannot  work,  the  effect  of 
art  is  vain,  and  his  best  friends  begin  to  wish  him 
a  quiet  release.  His  wife,  I  had  almost  said  his 
widow,  is  truly  an  object  of  compassion.  The 
dragoon  is  returned  for  a  few  days;  and  if  his  do- 
mestic sorrows  gave  him  leave,  he  would  almost 
regret  the  want  of  an  occasion  to  deserve  his  fea- 
ther and  cockade.  Your  note  has  been  communi- 
cated to  Madame  de  Montolieu ;  but.  as  she  is  enr 
gaged  with  a  dying  aunt,  I  have  not  yet  seen  her. 
Madame  Dagaisscau  has  hastily  left  us ;  the  last 
decrees  seemed  to  give  the  emigrSs  only  the  option 
of  starving  abroad  or  hanging  at  home ;  yet  she 
has  ventured  into  France,  on  some  faint  glimpse 
of  clemency  for  the  women  and  children.  Ma- 
dame de  Bouillon 'doeff  not  appear  to  move.  Ma- 
dame de  Stael,  whom  I  saw  last  week  at  Rolle,  is 
still  uncertain  where  she  shall  drop  her  burthen ; 
but  she  must  soon  resolve,  for  the  young  lady  or 
gentleman  is  at  the  door ; 

■.  Demandiog  life,  impatient  for  the  skies. 

■ 

Digitized  by  Google 


476 


I«£TTBilS  TO  AND  FAOM 


By  this  time  you  have  joined  the  Ladies  Spencer 

and  Duncaniion,  whom  I  beg  leave  to  salute  with 
the  proper  shades  of  respect  aud  tenderness.  « You 
may,  if  you  please  be^  belU  catnme  un  ange;  but 
I  do  not  Hke  your  comparison  of  the  archangel. 
Those  of  Milton,  with  whom  I  ani  better  acquainted 
at  present  than  with  Guido,  are  all  masculine 
manly  figures,  with  a  great  sword  by  their  side, 
and  six  wings  folding  round  them.  The  heathen 
goddesses  would  please  me  as  little.  Your  friend 
is  less  Severe  than  Minerva,  more  decent  than  Ve^ 
nus,  less  cold  than  Diana,  and  not  quite  so  great  a 
vixen  as  the  ox-eyed  Juno.  To  express  that  infal- 
lible mixture  of  giTtce,  sweetness,  and  dignity,  a 
new  race  of  beings  must  be  invented,  and  I  am  a 
mere  prose  narrator  of  matter  of  fact.  Bess  is 
much  nearer  the  level  of  a  mortal,  but  a  mortal 
for  whom  the  wisest  man,  historic  or  medical, 
would  throw  away  two  or  three  worlds,  if  he  had 
tiiem  in  his  possession.  From  the  aforesaid  Bess  I 
have  received  three  marks  of  kind  remembrance,, 
from  the  foot  of  St.  Bciuard,  with  an  exquisite 
monument  of  art  and  friendship,  from  Turin,  and 
finally  from  Milan,  with  a  most  valuable  insertion 
from  the  Duchess.  At  birds  in  the  air  it  is  difficult 
to  take  aim,  and  I  fear  hope  that  I  shall  sustain 
some  reproaches  on  your  not  finding  this  long  epis- 
tle at  Florence.  I  will  mark  it  N**,  1 ;  and  why 
^ould  I  despair  of  my  future  since  I  can 

say  with  tiuth,  diat  since  your  departure  I  have 
not  spent  so  agreeable-a  morning  ?  To  each  of  the 

dear 
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dear  little  Caro's  pray  deliver  nine  kisses  for  me,' 
which  shall  be  repaid  on  demand.    My  best  com* 

plimeuts  to  Mr.  Pelhaiii,  if  lie  is  with  you. 

N°  CCLIV. 

Sir  John  M acpherson,  Bart,  to  Edward 

Gibbon,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,  Munich,  Dec.  4th,  1793. 

I  told  my  friend  Levade  that  I  would  give  you 
some  idea  of  my  tour  through  Spain.  It  was  inte* 
resting  in  a  high  degree.  I  landed  at  ^lalaga, 
where  I  found  excellent  grapes  on  the  20th  of 
June:  Ille  terrarum  angulus  ridet:  hills  at  a 
distance  covered  with  snow;  rich  and  unequal 
grounds,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  sea,  with- 
out its  oifencesy  give  the  country  every  advantage : 
indeed  it  mz^  be  called'  a  &voured  land.  You 
know  that  the  Court  of  Spain  are  now  employing 
antiquaries  to  examine  the  scenes  of  Roman  and 
Carthaginian  events  in  that  neighbourhood,  and 
w^ith  some  classic  care.  From  Malaga  I  went  by 
sea  to  Gibraltar,  where  I  passed  some  very  agree* 
able  days  with  Governor  Boyd.  He  is  in  perfect 
possession  of  his  faculties,  as  of  the  fortress,  at 
ninety^six  ;  and  means  to  take  his  final  repose  in  a 
tomb  which  he  has  secured  in  one  of  the  Greek  • 
bastions,  and  which  he  visits  and  has  kept  clean 
with  Chinese  caution.  The  excavations  and  bat^ 
teries  formed  within  the  solid  rock  of  Gibraltar  are 
so  very  grand  that  they  vie  with  the  caves  of 
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StafFa and  my  native  island*  I  saw  the  Duke  of 
Crilloa  afterwards  at  Madrid.  Nature  has  act 
formed  a  stronger  contrast  than  that  of  the  rock  of 

Hercules  and  its  besieger.  I  went  by  laud  from 
Gibraltar  to  Cadiz,  having  been  favoured  with  a 
particular  passport  for  the  purpose.    Doctor  John* 

son  and  his  friend  Bosw  cll  could  not  liave  had  a 
rougher  path  in  the  Hebrides,  nor  worse  accommo- 
dations. But  if  the  ground  is  rough,  the  sky  is 
surely  khiderin  Spain;  from  the  day  of  my  arrival 
there  to  that  of  my  departure  I  had  but  two 
showers  of  rain,  one  at  San-il-Defonso,  and  the 
other  at  Madrid. 

,  Cadiz  is  full  of  excellent  houses,  foreign  mer- 
chants, and  every  species  of  wealth.  The  Go^ 
vemor  of  Cadiz  told  me  that  the  la$t  year's  reve<* 
nue  of  the  custom-house  was  about  four  millions  of 
luid  dollars.  You  have  got  Townseud's  Travels 
through  Spain :  they  are  very  correct  as  far  as  I 
have  followed  him ;  and  if  you  can  jget  through  his 
gypsum,  ploughs,  and  poor-houses,  you  will  not 
be  displeased  in  their  perusal.  I  had  formed  the 
highest  opinion  of  Mr.  Townsend's  minemlogist* 
,  knowledge,  till  I  met  the  celebrated  Mr.  Foster 
at  Madiid.  He  was  disposing  of  his  famous  col- 
lection to  tlie  King  of  Spain ;  ,and  when  I  told  him 
that  I  did  not  understand  Mr.  Townsend's  dctailsi- 
about  the  mineral  composition  of  the  hills  and  roads 
of  Spain,  he  .added  that  he  should  have  been  sur- 
prised if  I  had. 

♦  The  We  of  Sky. 
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Xcres,  Seville,  Cordova,  See*  &c-  in  the  road  from  . 
Cadi^  to  Madrid : — all  very  ancient  and  interesting 
cities,  and  full  of  their  ancient  Roman  and  Moor- 
ish inliabitants.  When  one  enters  on  the  scene  of 
Cervantes'  romance,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be 
pleased.  Both  he  and  Le  Sage  have  followed  the 
i^xact  geography  of  the  country;  and  I  confess  I 
was  almost  as  glad  to  see  the  present  Dei  Tolmo 
and  Segovia  as  some  parts  of  ancient  Rome.  Ma< 
drid  is  a  very  respectable  city.  All  our  ministers 
complain  of  the  sliarpness  of  its  air.  The  late 
King  of  Spain  used  to  say  that  its  climate  was 

Nueve  meses  de  inverno,  y  tres  de  inferno. 

The  Spanish  language  is  so  like  the  Italian,  that 
I  could,  with  very  little  aid,  undetstand  it  as  it  is 

written  by  tlieir  classic  authors.  The  progress  in 
literature  and  the  fine  arts  is  very  active  at  present 
in  Spain.  The  court  have  permitted  an  extract  of 
Adam  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations  to  be  published, 
though  the  original  is  condemned  by  the  luqui-  • 
sition.  The  reasons  of  the  Inquisition  are  curious : 
"  The  lowness  of  its  style  and  the  looseness  of  the 
morals  which  it  inculcates."  The  sentence  of  the 
Inquisition  is  always  pasted  up  upon  the  church 
doors.  I  sought  for  your  name  without  success ; 
but  you  exist  in  Spain  in  many  secret  and  select 
retreats. 

.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  th^t  Spain  is  re- 
gulating all  her  ancient  documents  of  American 
and  Arabic  knowledge.  A  copy  of  a  letter  which 
Andrew  3tuart,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Trustees  of 
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the  British  Museum^  wrote  to  the  Pope  on  the  sub- 
ject of  tha>  papers  in  the  Vatican,  was  sent  to  me  at 

Madrid.  I  gave  it  to  our  Minister  and  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Toledo,  and  we  siiali  in  time  have  a  cata* 
logue  of  the  Spanish  papers.  I  can  also  inform  you 
that  the  Arabian  Code  is  no  fiction,  as  can  be  now 
perfectly  established,  Tlie  malice  of  a  rival  monk 
hasy  with  that  of  some  good  Christian  zealots  at* 
Rome,  attacked  the  authenticity  of  the  work.  Sir 
William  Hamilton  and  I  have  had  proofs  of  its 
being*  a  genuine  work.  The  details  are  too  long 
for  a  letter. 

The  Court  is  not  splendid.  The  King  has  a  great 
deal  of  the  look  and  character  of  his  brother  of 
Naples.  The  etiquette  of  his  palace  forbids  him 
to  associate  with  almost  any  one  familiarly.  The 
Queen,  you  know,  is  all  powerful;  with  strong 
traits  of  character,  and  governed  by  one  passion, 
she  has  found  the  secret  of  governing  all  around 
her; — her  husband  through  religion  and  love,  and 
,  the  rest  thi'ough  fear,  hope,  and  the  Inquisition. 

The  Conde  de  Aranda  you  have  I  suppose  seen. 
He  was  very  hospitable  and  civil  to  me;  the  King 
too  was  gracious.  It  would  liave  made  you  smile 
to  have  seen  your  giant  *  surrounded  by  the  little 
grandees  of  Spain.  They  arc  indeed  a  little  race; 
but  the  great  body  of  the  nation  have  won  my  at- 
tachment and  esteem.  They  are  a  decent,  sincere,* 
and  dignified  people.  Except  the  bankers  and 
lawyers  in  Madrid,  and  the  commercial  people  in 

*  Mn  Gtblwn  used  to  call  the  writer  the  Otnilt  Giimi. 
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the  sea^portsi  the  people  have  not  yet  a  taint  of 

revolution-ideas.  With  the  Countess  de  Aranda 
you  would  be  in  love.  She  is  very  like  your  nut- 
broMm  Sylva.  There  is  a  singular  privilege  in  the 
house  of  her  father;  it  is  that  he  has  a  right  to 
create  a  grandee  of  Spain  of  the  first  order.  He 
generally  makes  his  son. 

Poor  Florida  Blanca  is  in  prison  on  the  frontiers 
of  France,  and  nearly  in  the  same  strict  custody 
with  that  which  our  frieiui^il  filas  suffered  at 
Segovia.  He  had  great  viewSf  was  an  iictive  mi- 
nister, and  has  done  much  good  to  his  country. 
He  had  managed  the  last  famous  meeting  Qf  the 
Cortes,  which  seesired  to  the  Queen  certain  powm, 
and  he  tibien  Ml  the  victim  of  his  own  manage* 
ment.  .  vi  . 

The  person  who  has  won  mostof  my  esteem  .and 
regard  in  Spain  is  the  Cardinal  Archbishop  of  To* 
ledo.    He  was  Archbishop  of  IMcxico;  wrote  a 
history  of  Cortez  s  expedition,,  which  the  Inqui- 
sition thought  too  free.  -He  gkve  me  a  copy  of 
it,  being,  he  said,  the  only  one  remaining.  He 
made  me  visit  Toledo,  and  was  really  friendly  to 
me.  Speaking  of  religion,  he  said  there  was  but 
one,  and  the  word  explained  itself,  religo^;  it  kept- 
society  together.    His  re venjgu^$  are  about  1 00,000/, 
a-year,  and  he  has  opened  his  pnrse,  ats*  far  a^  it  can 
go,  to  tKe  unfortunate  French  clergy.  /         -  > 
From  Madrid  I  took  my  route  to  ^'alencia, 
where  I  passed  some  pleasant  and  instructive  hours 
with  the  Count  O'Reilly.  ■  I  fojumd  him  remarkably 
well  informed,  with  great  activity  of  mind,  and  a 
VOL.  II.  1 1  good 
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good      of  liie  genius  of  your,  inend  Burke,  tcm* 

pered  by  long  experience  in  affairs.  The  day  I  left 
Valencia  for  Barcelona,  I  visited  the  ancient  Sar 
guntum.  Nature  could  aot  have  formed  a  nobler 
place  for  defence,  nor  a  more  noble  conquest  for 
Hannibal  to  start  from  his  transalpine  journey. 
From  Barcelona,  resembling  one  of  our  best  trading, 
porti^  I  embarked  for  Genoa. 

CCLV. 
M.  Neccier  a  M.  Gibbon. 

RolU-,  Mars  ip,  1793. 

Nous  comptons,  Monsieur,  quitter  RoUe  vers  la 
fin  du  mois.  La  saut6  de  Madame  Necker  la  rend 
inipatiente  de  changer  d'air,  et  nous  irons  plus  on 
moins  long  tenis  nous  itablir  k  Copet.  Nous 
av0Us  toujours  en  perspective  d  ailer  passer  quelques 
jours  avec  vous,  et  nous  prendrons  le  momtat  oA 
nos  id6es  sur  Tavenir  seront  plus  arr^t^es.  Peat- 
£tre  aurions-nous  le  plaisir  de  vous  recevoir  aupa^ 
ravant;  il  y  auroit  bieu  de  la  grace  k  vous  k  en 
user  ainsi.  On  a  toujours  plus  besoin  d'un  ami  tel 
que  vous,  11  nous  en  codte  v^ritablement  de  ren* 
voyer  k  un  autre  moment  le  piaisir  que  nous  nous 
proposions,  niais  nous  Taurons  sans  cesse  en  per- 
spective, ct  je  iaisserai  alors  k  Madame  Necker  la 
satis&ctkm  de  vous  Fannoncer.  Je  lui  ai  promisi 
foi  de  votre  raison,  de  votre  indulgence,  et  de 
votre  amiti6,  que  vous  approuverez  ce  petit  de- 
rangement ;  et  que  vous  ne  serez  pas  moms  dispose 
k  nous  receVoir  avec  bont6  .dans  un  autre  mo- 
ment. 
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L'addrefae  de  ma  fiUa  est  k  Juniper  Hail,  vid  Loih 
den*   Je  vous  ai  address^     y  ^        jours,  ime 

*  lettre  de  cette  clamc,  qui  ne  s^^ait  eticore  ce  qu'elle 
fera.  Sou  xuari  €^t  k  Pari^  mais  san^  caract^re 
diplomatique :  il  noiis  laisse  ignorer  uil  a dessein 
dc  venir  ici,  ct  il  ii  a  ecrit  qu'une  lettie  fort  courto 
4  Madame  Necker. 

N**  CCLVI. 

Edward  Gibbon,  Esg.  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Lady  £li2ab£th  f  08T£A|  at  f  iorence* 
•  .   Lttiuanney  April  4th,  17^« 

Had  I  not  given  previous  notice  of  my  oWU  Un- 
worthiness,  the  plea  of  being  an  old  incorrigible 
offender  would  serve  only  to  aggravate  my  guilt ; 
it  is  still  sufficiently  black,  and  I  can  patiently  hear 
every  reproach,  except  the  cruel  and  unjust  impu- 
t£ttion  of  having  forgotten  my  fair  friends  of  th^ 
Amo  and  the  Tyber.  They  would  indeed  have 
been  less  present  to  my  thoughts,  had  I  maintained 
a  regular  weekly  correspondence ;  since,  by  the 
effect  of  my  nej;;Mgence,  not  a  day  has  elapsed  with* 
out  a  serious,  though  fruitless,  resolution  of  writing 
by  the  very  next  post.  What  may  have  somewhat 
contributed,  besides  jorigmal  sin^  to  this  vile  pro- 
crastination, is  the  course  of  events  that  has  filled 
this  abominable  winter.  As  long  as  the  poor  King's 
fate  was  in  suspense,  one  waited  from  post  to  post, 
between  .hope  wd  fear,,  and  when  the  blow  was 
struck,  even  Shakespeare's  language  was  inade* 
quate  to  express  our  grief  and  indignation.  I  have 
nevfi:  approved  the  executioaof  Chi^rkji  the  Fi»t4 
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yet  Charles  had  invaded,  in  many  respectSi  the 
ancient  constitution  of  England,  and  the  question- 
had  been  judged  in  the  field  of  Naseby  before  it  was 
tried  in  Westminster-hall.  But  Louis  had  given 
and  suifered  every  thing.  The  cruelty  of  the 
French  was  aggravated  by  ingratitude,  and  a  life  of 
innocence  was  crowned  by  the  death  of  a  saint,  or^ 
what  is  far  better,  of  a  virtuous  prince,  who  deserves 
ouf  pity  and  esteem.  He  might  have  lived  and 
reigned,  had  he  possessed  as  much  active  courage 
as  he  was  endowed  with  patient  fortitude.  When 
I  read  the  accounts  from  home,  of  the  universal 
grief  and  indignation  which  that  fatal  event  ex- 
cited, I  indeed  gloried  in  tlie  character  of  an  £ng^ 
lidunan.  Our  n^onal  fame  is  now  pure  and 
splendid ;  we  have  nobly  stood  forth  in  the  com- 
mon cause  of  mankind ;  and  although  our  arma- 
ments are  somewhat  slow,  I  still  persuade  myself 
that  we  shall  give  the  last  deadly  woimd  to  the 
Gallic  hydra.  The  King  of  Prussia  is  likewise 
slow,  and  your  poor  friend,  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
M'ick,  is  now  not  censured  but  forgotten.  We 
turn  our  eyes  to  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  and  his 
Austrians,  and  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  de- 
liverance of  Holland  and  Brabant  from  such  a 
dragon  as  Dumourier  is  a  very  tolerable  employ-' 
ment  for  the  month  of  March.  Tliese  blossoms 
of  the  spring  wiU  be  followed,  it  may  be  fiurly 
hoped,  by  the  fruits  of  summer;  and  in  the  mean* 
while  tlie  troubles  of  Paris,  and  the  revolt  of  the 
provinces,  rn^y  promote,  by  the  increase  of  anarchy, 
the  restoration  of  order.   I  see  that  restoration 
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through  a  dark  cloud ;  but  if  France  be  lost,  the 
rest  of  Europe,  I  believe  and  trust  will  be  saved. 
But  amidst  the  hurricane,  I  dare  not  fix  my  eyes 
on  the  Temple.  So  much  for  politics,  which  now 
engross  the  waking  and  sleeping  thoughts  of  every 
feeling  and  thinking  animal.  In  this  country  we 
are  tranquil,  and  I  believe  safe,  at  least  forthis 
summer;  though  peace  lias  been  purchased  at 
some  expense  of  national  honour,  of  the  old  repu« 
tation  of  Swiss  courage,  we  have  crouched  before 
the  tiger,  and  stroked  him  till  he  has  sheathed 
his'  claws,  and  ceased  for  a  moment  to  roar.  My 
journey  to  England  this  year  must  depend  on  the 
events  of  the  campaign ;  as  1  am  fiilly  resolved 
rather  to  remain  cjuiet  another  autumn  and  winter 
in  my  sweet  habitation,  than  to  encounter  tlie 
dangers  of  the  sea  and  land.  I  envy  the  pleasures 
which  you  and  your  companions  have  enjoyed  at 
Florence  and  Rome;  nor  can  I  decide  which  have 
tasted  the  most  perfect  delight,  those  to  whom 
such  beauties  were  new,  or  those  to  whmn  they 
were  familiar.  A  fine  eye,  correct  judgment,  and 
elegant  sensibility,  are  requisite  to  qualify  the 
studious  traveller;  and  these  gifts  have  beeh  libe- 
rally dispensed  among  the  Oiichy  cam  van.  But 
when  you  liave  been  gratified,  though  not  satiated, 
with  the  Hesperian  prospect,  to  what  fortunate 
clime  will  you  direct  your  footsteps?  Have  we 
any  hopes  of  meeting  (for  my  journey,  at  all 
events,  would  be  late)  in  the  shades,  or  rather  ii| 
the  sunshine,  of  Ouchy?  Should  Mount  Cenis  be 
$till  imperigus,  you  have  trampled  on  St,  Bernard 
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in  a  mote  rigorous  seasoii;  and  whatsoever  rmy 

be  the  state  of  the  world,  the  Pays  cle  Vaud  will 
aiford  you  a  secure  asykim,  or  a  pleasant  station. 
I  rejoice  to  hear  of  Lady  Besborough  s  improve- 
ment. •  Will  that  new  title  make  any  difference 
in  the  plan  ?  Is  the  Duchess  very  impatient  to  re-r 
visit  England  ?  Except  some  trifling  considerations 
of  children,  &c.  all  countries  may  be  indifierentto 
her ;  as  she  is  sure  of  being  loved  and  admired  in 
all.  I  am  anxious  and  impatient  to  learn  the  result 
of  your  counsels ;  but  I  feel  myself  unworthy  of-  a 
regular  correspondence,  and  am  not  desirous  of 
heaping  fresh  coals  of  lire  on  my  head. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  you  forgive  and  pity  my 
friend  Necker,  against  whom  you  all  entertained 
some  Versailles  prejudices.  As  his  heart  has  been 
always  pure,  he  cannot  feel  remorse;  .but  as  his 
conduct  has  been  unsuccessfur,  he  is  penetrated 
with  grief  and  regret.  Madame  de  Stael  has  writ- 
ten to  me  from  England;  she  likes  the  country) 
but  means  to  fly  over  again  in  May. 

.  CCLVIL 
Mr.  Gibbon  to  Lord  Loughborough. 

My  Lord,  ♦  Rolle,  February  23d,  1795. 

I  DO  not  merely  congratulate  your  Lordship's 
promotion  to  an  ofiicef  which  your  abilities  have 

long  deserved.     My  satisfaction  does  not  arise 

*  A  town  between  Lausanne  and  Geneva,  where  M.  Ne^ke^ 

then  resided. 

t  Lord  Loughborough  had  lately  been  appointed  Lord  High 
ChaDcellor*  S.  -  * 
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£noin  an  assurance  of  the  wisdom  and  vigour  which 
administration  will  dlerive  from  the  isupport  of  so 

respectaljlc  an  ally.  But  as  a  friend  to  govem- 
is^nt  in  general,  I  most  sincerely  rejoice  tiiat.you 
are  now  armed  in  the  conunon  cause  s^inst  the 
most  dangerous  fanatics  that  have  ever  invaded 
the  peace  of  Europe;  against  the  new  barharianSi 
who  labour  to  confound  the  order  and  happiness 

.of  society;  and  who,  in  the  opinion  of  thinking 
meui  are  not  less. the  enemies  of  subjects  tlian  of 
kings.  The  hopes  of  thq  wise  and  good  aire  now 

•  fixed  on  the  success  of  England ;  and  I  am  pefw 
suaded  that  my  personal  attachment  to  your  Lord- 
ship-will  be  amply  gratified  by  the  important  share 
vrhich  your  counsels  wiU  assume  in  that  success. 
I  could  wish  that  some  of  your  former  associates 
possessed  sufficient  strength  of  mind  to  ejctricate 
themselires  from  the  toils  of  prejudice  and  party. 
But  I.  grieve  that  a  man,  whom  it  is  impossible  for 
me  not  to  love  and  admire,  should  refuse  to  obey 
ttie  voice  of  his  country ;  and  I  begin  to  fear  that 
the  powerful  genius  of  Mr.  Fox,  instead  of  being 
useful,  will  be  adverse  to  the  public  service.  At 
this  momentous  crisis  we  should  enlist  our  whole 
force  of  virtue,  ability,  and  spirit;  and  without 
any  view  to  his  pri\ate  advantage,  I  could  wish 
that  our  friend  Lord  ******  might  be. properly 
stationed  in  some  part  of  the  line. 

Mr.  Necker,  in  whose  house  I  am  now  residing 
on  a  visit  of  some  days,  wishes  me~  to  express  the 
sentiments  of  esteem  and  consideration  which  be 
e4tertain^  for  your  Lordships  chaiacter.    As  a 
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friend  to  the  interest  of  mankind,  he  is  warmly 
attached  to  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain,  which 
he  has  long  revered  as  the  first,  and  perhaps  as  the 
last  asylum  of  genuine  liberty.  His  late  eloquent 
work,  Dh  Pomoir  Ejpecutif,  which  your  Lordship 
has  assuredly  read,  is  a  valuable  testimony  of  his 
esteem  for  our  constitution;  and  the  testimony  of 
a  sagacious  and  impartial  stranger  may  have  taught 
some  of  ouF  countrymen  to  value  the  political 
blessings  which  they  have  been  tempted  to  despise. 

I  cherish  ^  lively  hope  of  being  in  England,  and 
of  paying  my  respect^  to  your  Lordship  before  the 
end  of  the  summer :  but  the  events  of  the  vear  are 
so  uncertain,  and  the  sea  and  land  are  encompassed 
with  so  many  difficulties  and  dangers  that  I.  am 
doubtful  whether  it  will  be  practicable  for  me  to 
execute  my  purpose. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  most  respectfully,  and  yomr 
Lordship  will  permit  me  to  add  most  affectionator 
ly»  your  most  faithful  humbie  servant, 

CCLVIIL 

Dr.  Vincent  io  Mr.  Gibbon. 
Sir,  <  DeanVyard,  July  SOth,  179^ 

I  AM  happy  that  any  accidental  circumstance 
should  have  introduced  me  to  a  correspondence 
with  Gibbon,  and  I  trust  you  will  excuse  me 
a  delay  of  one  moment,  which  I  wish  to  employ  in 
expressing  my  respect  for  your  works.  With  all 
the  prejudices  that  men  of  my  profusion  have,  and 
ought  to  have,  against  particular  parts,  I  confess 
with  the  highest  satisfaction  the  pleasure  and  in* 

struction 
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straction  I  have  received  from  every  thing  that  is 
critical  and  historical ;  out  of  the  numerous  body 
of  authors  you  have  made  use  of,  I  have  always  fol- 
lowed your  narration  with  such  as  I  could  procure : 
your  fidelity,  accuracy,  and  the  happy  use  you  have 
made  of  them,  has  taught  me  au  attention  I  was 
.  not  master  of  before,  out  of  many  instances  I  men* 
tion  Ammianus  as  the  first. 

And  now,  Sir,  permit  me  to  inform  you  that 
from  Dr.  Nichol  s  book,  which  is  in  my  posses- 
sion, you  were  entered  at  Westminster  School,  in 
the  second  form,  in  January,  1748,  the  precise  day  . 
is  not  noticed,  but  probably  from  the  10th  to  the 
•I6th,it  was  the  same  year  I  was  entered  myself  in 
the  September  following.  The  time  of  your  quit- 
ting the  school  cannot  appear  from  this  book,  but 
by  calculating  the  remaoes,  I  should  think  you 
might  fix  it  accurately  yourself.  Your  age  is  no- 
ticed, as  is  that  of  all  the  others  in  Dr.  jtJ/s  book, 
which  makes  you  9  years  old  in  1748. 

If  there  is  any  odier  inquiry  that  I  can  promote, 
%  shall  be  happy  to  receive  your  commands.  ^ 
I  remain  with  great  j;espect; 
Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

W.  VjNC£NT. 

« 

N'CCMX. 

Dr.  ViKCENT  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

DeanVyard,  July  22d,  1793. 

Pg.  Vincent  is  able  to  assure  Mr.  Gibbon,  fiom 
his  own  entrance  in'  the  same  year^  that  the  year 
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of  Dr.  Nichol  is  certainly  1748,  and  he  thinkft  he 

.ran  bring  to  ^Nlr.  Gibbon's  remembrance,  facts  that 
will  fully  satisfy  his  own  miud.   Boyle,  afterwards 
:£arl  of  Orrery,  was  one  of  the  principal  actors  in 
Ignoramus,  represented  in  December,  1747,  and 
would  of  course  continue  Captain  till  Whitsuntide 
17^^  Fury  succeeded  him.   These  ace  such  re- 
markable epochs  in  the  chronology  of  boys,  that 
few  forget  them.    Dr.  Vincent  is  sure  of  his  own 
•memory  likewise,  when  he  asserts  that  he  remenv 
jfaers  Mr.  Gibbon  in  the  fid  form,  and  at  Mrs«  P<wr- 
,  ten's  house  in  1748,  as  he  lived  next  door  with 
Jlutton  the  nonjuror. 

'  If  Mu  Gibbon  riiould  still  have  any  doubts  Dr. 
•V.  will  not  think  any  thing  a  trouble,  which  may 

xontribute  to  remove  them. 

N»  CCLX. 
Mr.  PiNKERTON  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

Sib,  London,  23d  July,  17^. 

•  I  HOPE  you  Avill  pardon  this  intrusion,  after  our 
appointment  at  Mr.  Nicol's,  wliich  I, was  very 
sorry  the  extreme  heat  of  the  day  constrained  you 
to  defer,  as  it  would  hafve  given  me  the  greatest  of 
pleasures  to  have  Ixicn  known  to  you.  Indeed  I 
have  expressed  upon  m^ny  occasions,  thatlregjrded 
.you  as'  the  first  of  living  authors ;  and  perhaps  the 
only  one  in  the  world  who  has  united  genius,  eru- 
dition, philosophy,  eloquence,  all  in  the  most  con- 
summate degree.  'After  this  you  may  judge  how 
severe  the  disappointment  w  as  to  me ;  and  as  I 

hear 
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hear  that  you  will  not  be  in  town  for  some  lime,  1 

hope  you  will  forgive  my  impatience  in  writing  to 
you- 

It  ffave  me  extreme  satisfaction  to  learn  the 

proposed  scheme  of  publishing  our  ancient  histo- 
rianS)  under  the  auspices  of  the  greatest  of  modem 
historians,  and  whose  name  alone  would  ensure 
success  to  the  work,  and  occasion  the  revival  of  an 
important  study,  too  much  and  too  long  neglected 
iathis  otherwise  scientific  country.  Your  iavour- 
ftble  mention  of  me  as  reviser  flattered  me  much, 
for  ma<^nu?7i  laudari  a  laudatis,  I  should  not  only 
exert  all  my  industry  in  collating  MSS.  revising 
the  press,  but  should  execute  my  labours  cm 
amore,  as  on  the  favourite  object  of  long  pursuit; 
but  all  this  would  be  nothing  without  your  name, 
which  is  a  tower  of  strength;  and  as  Mr.  Nicol 
expressed  his  hope  that  you  would  consent  to  give 
your  advice,  as  to  the  authors  employed^  and  other 
important  points,  so  lie  and  I  warmly  join  (and  I 
hear  the  literary  voice  of  present  and  future  na- 
tions accord  with  ours)  in  the  request  that  you  will 
allow  your  name  to  appear  as  superintending  the 
work,  or  as  the  Latin,  I  believe,  would  express  il^ 
curante,  &c.  It  is  also  hoped  that  you  will  spare 
a  few  hours  to  clothe  the  Prospectus,  upon  which 
mudi  depends,  with  your  powerful  eloquence, 
which,  like  a  coat  of  mail,  unites  the  greatest 
.  splendour  with  the  greatest  strength. 

If  you  consent  to  this,  as  Mr.  Nicol  wishes  that 
no.  time  may  be  lost,  I  shall  begin  to  preparff  ma- 
terials for  the  Prospectus,  and  send  them  to  you 

when 
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when  your  convenience  suits.  This  will  be  the 
more  easy  as,  in  the  year  1788,  I  published  in  the 
Gentleman  s  Magazine  twelve  "  Letters  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  cultivation  of  their 
national  history,"  pointing  out  the  deficiencies  in 
this  line  of  study.  Among  others  I  mentioned 
tliat  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle  not  less  than  fifty 
pages  may  be  found  in  MSS.  in  the  Museum, 
which  are  wanting  in  Gibson  s  edition,  a  book  con- 
sisting of  only  St44  pages. 

But  I  must  repeat  that  all  our  hopes  of  success 
depend  on  your  name  alone.  I  humbly  request 
that  you  will  let  me  know  your  sentiments  on  the 
occasion,  at  your  convenience ;  and  have  the  ho* 
Hour  to  be  with  infinite  respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  faithful  servant, 

JOHK  PiNKEBTOK* 

CCLXL 

Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr.  Pinkerton. 

Dear  Sib,  Sheffield  Place,  25th  July,  1793. 

On  the  principal  subject  of  your  letter  I  shall 
explain  myself  with  the  frankness  becoming  your 

character  and  my  own.  Above  twelve  years  ago, 
in  a  note  to  the  third  volume  of  my  histoQr,  I  qx« 
pressed  the  surprise  and  shame,  which  I  had  long 
entertained,  that,  after  the  example  and  success  of 
the  other  countries  of  Europe^  England  alone, 
with  such  superior  materials,  should  not  have  yet 
formed  a  collection  of  her  original  historians.  I 

still 
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Still  persevere  in  the  same  sentiments,  that  the 
work  would  be  acceptable  to  the  public,  and  ho* 

nouiable  to  all  the  persons  at  whose  expense,  or 
by  whose  labour,  it  should  be  executed.  I  might 
doubt  whether  any  single  editor,  however  learned 
or  laborious,  coukl  perform  a  task  of  such  magni- 
tude and  variety  with  suthcient  dispatch  to  satisfy 
the  impatience  of  the  world :  yet  I  am  not  much  a 
friend  to  republics  of  any  kind ;  nor,  in  the  choice 
of  a  sole  or  chief  artist,  do  1  know  of  any  one  so 
well  qualified  as  yourselti  by  your  previous  studies^ 
your  love  of  historic  truth,  your  Herculean  indus- 
try, and  the  vigorous  energies  of  your  mind  and 
character. 

Thinking  as  I  do,  and  called  upon  in  so  pressing 

and  particular  a  manner,  by  yourself  and  Mr. 
Nicol,  it  is  iucumbeat  on  me  to  explain  for  how 
much  I  can  undertake.  I  will  embrace  every  op- 
portunity, both  public  and  private,  of  declaring 
my  approbation  of  the  work,  and  my  esteem  for 
the  editor.  I  sliall  be  always  ready  to  assist  at 
your  secret  committee ;  to  offer  my  advice  with 
regard  to  the  choice  and  arrangement  of  your  ma- 
terials ;  and  to  join  with  you  in  forming  a  general 
outline  of  the  plan.  If  you  proceed  in  drawing 
up  a  prospectds,  I  shall  consider  it  with  my  best  , 
attention ;  nor  shall  I  be  a^'erse  to  the  crowning 
your  solid  edifice  with  something  of  an  ornamental 
frieze.  When  the  subscription  is  proposed,  1  shall 
underwrite  my  name  for,  at  least,  six  copies :  and 
I  trust  that  a  large  contribution  ixom  a  moderate 
fortune  will  be  received  as  a  sincere  and  unequi- 
%'ocal  mark  of  approbation.  But  you  seem  to  wish 

for 
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for  somewhat  more,  the  public  use  of  my  name  a» 
Curator,  or  superintendent  of  the  work ;  and  on. 
this  delicate  and  ambiguous  point  you  must  allow 
me  to  pause.  Aly  uame  (qualecuuque  sit)  I  could 
not  lend  with  iaimess  to  the  public,  or  credit  to 
myself  without  engaging  much  farther  than  I  am 
eitlierable  or  willing  to  do.  Our  old  Eoaglish  his- 
torians have  never  been  the  professed  object  of  my 
studies;  my  literary  occupations,  or  rather  amuse* 
meats,  lead  iiic  into  a  very  distant  path,  and  niy 
speedy  return  to  the  Coutinent  (next  spring  at  the 
latest)  will  preclude  all  opportunities  o£  regular  in* 
spection,  or  frequent  correspondence. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  most  sincere  xegard^- 
Your  faitht*ul  humble  servant, 

E.  GlBBOl?'. 

'  was  Mr.  Pinkertoi/s  Inquiry  into  the  History  of  Scotiaiid^ 
a  book  alvrays  aantloiied  by  Mr*.  Gibbon  with  higb  •np'svM^. 
which  induced  him  to  apply  to  its  author  to  undertake  th^  pub* 
lication  of  this  great  national  design,  first  formed  by  our  eminent 
historian.  Some  of  the  objections  in  this  letter  were  overcome : 
it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Cadell,  if  he  chose,  should  be  nominated 
publisher,  &c.  The  final  arrangement  was,  that  Mr.  Pinkertonfs 
name  should  appt-ar  in  the  title-page  as  sole  editor;  but  that  Mr. 
Gibbon  should  write  a  gencrral  preface  to  the  work,  and  a  parti- 
cular preface  to  each  volume,  containing  a  review  of  the  history, 
and  historians  of  each  epoch;  for  which  purpose,  on  his  return 
to  Lausanoe,  he  was  to  peruse  all  the  ancient'  English  historians 
in  a  chronological  course,  a  labour  which  he  mentioned  with 
pleasure,  as  the  last  and  most  favourite  occupation •f  l^is  life.  So 
fain  are  human  hopes !  Mr.'  Gibbon  also  agreed  to  write  the 
Prospectus,  and  to  allow  it  to  appear  with  his  name;  but  he  died 
on  the  day  appointed  for  its  publication,  and  with  him  any  viewir ' 
of  success  in  a  design  of  such  magnitude,  which  it  was  doubtful 
ISwn  hii  name  and  co-operation  could  have  carried  into  eflfect. 
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N*  eCLXlI. 

EoArARD  Gibbon,  Esq,  to  Lord  Auckland. 

'  •    St.  Jamcs'wtwet,  No.  76,  Nov.  27lh,  1798.  * 
Mt  SEAft  Lord, 

1  SHOULD  reproach  myself  with  neglecting  one 
of  the  best  comforts  of  life,  the  enjoyment  of  iii-» 
striictivf  and  ajs^reeable  society,  did  I  not  seek  to 
visit  Beckenbam  in  my  way  to  Sheffield-place.  I 
must  therefore  ask  whether  it  will  suit  with  your 
other  arrangements  to  receive  me  at  dinner  either 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  or  Thursday  next  week,  to 
keep  me  the  next  day,  and  to  dismiss  me  the  fol- 
lowing morning  after  breakfast  I  shall  expect 
your  commands,  and  in  the  mean  while  request 
that  you  would  present  my  compliments  to  Lady 
Auckland,  whom  I  revere  as  a  second  £ve,  the 
mother  of  nations,'*^  though  I  am  persuaded  that 
.she  would  not,  like  Eve,  have  eaten  tlie  apple. 

My  dear  Lord, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

E.  Gibbon. 

CCLXIIL 

«  * 

Mtnmtur  N£ck£r  i  Monsieur  Gibbon. 

LausaDne,  Novembre,  1793. 

t  Ql  elle  courage,  Monsieur,  quelle  s^r^nit^  i\ 
Ci6t^  de  t^ut  d'espiit,  et  d  imagination  1  C'est  done 

*  The  fillixsioR  is  to  the  births  of  children  in  England,  Aiao» 
rica,  Ireland,  France,  Spain,  and  Holland. 

t  This  letter  was  wriiten  immediately  after  Mr.  Necker  had 
received  the  account  of  Mr.  Gibbons  having  undergone  the  ope- 
ration of  tapping.  ' 

i  vos 
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k  vos  amift  seuls  k  ^prouver  vos  maux,  et  k  sen  in** 
quieter.  Ah !  ils  rempliront  trop  bien  cette  finU^ 
tion.  Notre  int^r^t,  nos  voeux,  vous  environnent, 
et  de  notxe  terrasse  nous  voyons,  nous  reg^dons 
votre  maison,  et  nous  irons  en  ouvrir  les  portes  et 
les  fenfetres  dhs  qu'on  nous  apprendra  que  vous 
revenez  Thabiter.  Vous  avez  rendu  cet  asile  tix>p 
c^l^bre  pour  Toublier,  et  le  vif  sentiment  avec  le* 
quel  nous  entendons  parler  de  vous,  nous  est  uu 
gaiant  de  votrc  retour. 

Nous  sommes  k  Lausanne  depuisquelquesjoursi 
et  nous  avons  depnis  re^u  plusieurs  visites  de  la 
cit6.  La  rue  du  Bourg,  ainsi  que  de  raison,  attend 
qu'on  la  previenne ;  mais  moi,  revenu  des  grandeuis 
de  la  terre»  aprte  avoir  fiut  une  visite  de  devoir  au 
Seigneur  Bailly,  et  au  Seigneur  Bourguemestre, 
et  uue  de  goikt,  et  de  reconnoissance  k  Madame  de 
S^v^iy,  je  me  tiendrai  clos  dans  mon  manoin 
Adieu,  Monsieur,  agr6ez,  je  vous  priei  les  assurances 
de  mon  inviolable  attachenieut. 

• 

CCLXIV.  • 

Reo.  Dr.  Cooke,  Dean  of  Ely,  and  Prtmst  ofi 
King'^  College,  Cambridge,  to  Lord  Sheffield. 

King's  College,  April  lltb,  \7SIS. 

And  so  even  nobles,  it  seems,  can  condescend  to 
makte  their  visits,  after  the  mode  .of  the  good  par* 
sonis  in  the  West,  with  their  wives  behind  them. 
I  take  leave  to  kiss  both  hands  with  all  due  respect 
and  veneration,  as  proof  of  that  perfect  harmony 
and  union,  of  which  every  firiend  must  be  happy 

'  to 
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to  have  the  asAiurance,  which  must  ever  result  fnm 

equal  good  sense,  good  humour,  and  virtue,  aud 
be, rather  more  close,  more  tender  and  delicate, 
than  the  most  intimate  connexion  between  author 
and  editor.  In  making  my  acknowledgments,  my 
most  dear  Lord,  for  your  late  very  kind  notice  of 
mei  you  will  sufter  me  to  remark  something  of 
error:  it  was  not  to  be  supposed,  that  any  thing 
should  appear  under  your  sanction  which  I  should 
not  eagerly  possess  myself  of  tlie  first  moment  I 
could  obtain  it.  Amidst  all  my  interruptions,  I 
have  advanced  considerably  into  the  Extraits  du 
•Journal,  and  I  admire  him  even  more  in  them  than 
in  his  History :  such  variety  of  reading,  such  just- 
ness of  reflexions,  such  neatness-  and  precision  of 
expression,  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the 
Anas  witli  which  I  am  acquainted ;  nor  am  I  aware 
of  any  publication  that  does  equal  honour  to  both 
the  parties  concerned  in  it.  I  have  no  dou])t  of 
your  just  title  to  the  merit  of  the  observation,  that 

Poets  lose  half  the  praise  they  would  have  got^ 
I>id  we  but  know  wbut  they  discreetly  blot. 

It  is  indeed  matter  of  sincere  pleasure  to  me,  as 
well  on  your  Lordship's  account  as  your  friend's, 
that  so  little  appears  tliat  can  give  offence.  The 
great  desideratum  is,  and  a  most  wonderful  one^ 
that  a  professed  historian,  whose  province  it  is  ta 
be  guided  by  evidence,  should  not  submit  to  the 
glaring  evidences  of  our  religion, — evidences,  even 
at  this  day,  of  our  senses,~<ind  if  examined,  irresisti- 
ble :  the  misfortune  is^  that  they  are  not  examined 

VOL.  u.  K  K  and 
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aud  consideied : — but  this  world  cheats usof  our  im- 
mortal  hopes.  I  beg  pardon ;  I  will  not,  and  I  trust 
I  need  not,  prcacli.  Your  Lordship  will  kindly 
forgive  my  zeal,  and  be  assured  of  my  anxious 
Wishjss  of  every  happiness  to  yourself  and  all  who* 
are  dear  to  you  both  now  and  for  ever.  My  heaji: 
has  been  so  full,  as  to  have  forgotten,  I  find,  to 
express  how  highly  honoured  and  gratified  we 
shall  be  by  the  present  you  haye  so  obligingly 
iutimatcd. 

I  ajn  ever^  my  dear  Lord, 
Under  the  strongest  impression  of  all  }  ouj* 

fa\ours, 

^         Your  most  sincere,  obliged,  and 

faithlul  and  affectionate  Servant, 

Wm.  Cooke, 

CCLXV. 

Rev.  Dr.  Cooke,  Dean  of  Eiy^  and  Provost  of 
King*s  College^  Cambridge^    Zor^^  Sheffield. 

My  Qear  Good  Lord,  ApYil  26th,  1796* 

The  precious  volumes  have  safely  reached  us^ 
and  shall  be  deposited  pari  jugo,  or  cheek  by  jole, 
with  the  six  of  which  ^e  have  long  been  possessed, 
4nd  to  which  they  make  sq  very  yaluable  an 
Appendix.  I  am  at  a  loss  indeed  to  say,  whether 
the  great  histprian  of  empires  and  of  the  changes 
and  chances  of  the  world  in  general,  may  be  of 
more  use  and  consequence  than  the  faithful  narra- 
tor, as  he  appears  in  your  Lordship's  representation, 
of  the  humbler  incidents  of  private  life,  of  thq 

ocpa- 


Digitized  by 


i:bWARtr  dtBBOlf^  £S<i.  AND  dTHERS.  499 

Occasional  reflexions  that  arise  upon  them,  and  the 
happiness  of  a  sincere,  long-continued,  and  uniip> 
terrupted  friendship.  The  last  I  am  sure  come 
much  more  closely  home  to  our  personal  businesses 
and  bosoms,  and  must  have  a  greater  influence  on 
out  ovm  immediate  conduct ;  nor  can  I  hesitate  t6 
affirm,  in  an  allusion  which  Mr.  Gibbon  himself,  if 
he  could  have  known  the  posthumous  care  and 
attention  to  his  lame  and  chataeter,  would  have 
applied, 

FortuDati  ambo ! 

Nulla  dki  un^Uani  inemori  t<Ml  eiiinet  kko^ . 

You  will  go  down  together  to  late  posterity  with 

as  much  just  distinction  as  any  of  tlie  memorable 
duets  of  antiquity*  While  I  congratulate  your 
Lordship  on  the  close  of  your  meritorious  labour 
for  one  friend,  let  me  intreat  your  intciccssiou  w  ith 
Lady  Sheflield  for  my  not  having-  particularly  ex-* 
pressed  the  high  sense  I  have  of  the  honour  of  her  * 
Ladyship*s  late  notice  with  which  sl>e  so  obligingly 
favoured  me  :  nor  will  it  be  a  slight  gratiUcation, 
if  Miss  liohoyd  may  retain  any  memory  of  a 
former  admirer,  or  Miss  Louisa,  of  the  happiness 
she  communicated  by  a  few  transient  interviews  at 
Bath.  May  every  blessing  attend  your  Lordship^ 
and  all  wha  are  dear  to  you !  so  prayeth  most 
heartily 

Your  ever  most  truly  oblii^cd  and  most 
Faithful  humble  Seryant, 

William  Cooke- 
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CCLXVI. 

The  Rev.  Norton  Nicholls  to  Lord  Sheffield. 

BluDdestoiiy  June  2d,  1796, 

I  HAVE  delayed  so  long  to  write  to  you,  my  dear 
Lord,  not  certainly  from  indifference  to  you  or  to 
the  posthumous  fame  of  GibUm  which  owes  so 
much  to  your  friendly  and  judicious  exertions — 
The  work  more  than  answers  my  expectation ; 
such  a  faithful^  interesting,  and  agreeable  portntl 
of  a  human  mind  endowed  with  the  most  extra- 
ordinary powers,  enriched  with  all  the  treasures  of 
learning,  embellished  with  all  the  graces  that  good 
taste  and  polished  society  can  bestow ;  impelled 
by  an  insatiable  desire  of  knowledge  to  an  activity 
in  the  pursuit  of  it,  the  eagerness  and  constancy 
of  which  has  seldom  been  equalled ;  such  a  portrait 
has  scarcely  ever  been  given  to  the  world,  and 
never  with  such  a  curious  and  happy  detail.  As 
for  his  moral  character,  you  have  exhibited  it  in  a 
Hew  point  of  view  even  to  me  ;  till  that  admirable 
letter  preceding  his  last  departure  from  Switzerland 
I  had  no*  idea  of  the  warmth  and  energy  of  his 
friendshi  p ;  but  the  incomparable  letters  which  you 
have  published  teem  with  proofs,  most  honourable 
to  the  heart  and  sentiments  of  their  author.  The 
account  of  his  studies  is  as  useful  as  it  is  singular, 
and  may  serve  to  point  out  to  others  the  path  to 
literature  which  so  few  pursue.  Nothing  ran 
through  his  mind ;  every  subject  worthy  of  atten- 
tion was  sifted,  examined,  and  dissected.  The  ideas 

of  others  produced  a  new  train  in  him  which  he 

generally 
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generally  carried  far  beyond  the  original.  The 

style  of  his  letters  is  perfect, — equally  easy,  elegant, 
accurate,  pleasant,  and  even  playful.  The  outlines 
of  the  History  of  the  World  (which  I  had  not 
seen)  is  masterly.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  be 
superlicial. 

I  cannot  help  congratulating  you  on  having 

produced  a  work  as  honourable  to  you,  as  to  your 
friend  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  its  popularity  will 
be  equal  to  its  merit 
Adieu,  my  dear  Lord,  believe  me  to  be  ever 

most  faithfully  yours, 

N.  NiCHOLLS. 

CCLXVII. 

Ejptract  of  a  Letter  from  Gregory  Lewis  Wat^ 

Esq.  to  Lord  Sheffield. 

Spencer  Farm,  August  28tb ,  1 79^« 

I  HAVE  finished  the  first  volume  of  the  Gib* 
boniana.   With  parts  of  it  I  was  delighted  and  in> 

*terested  extremely.  Of  his  satire  on  Oxford  I  can 
hardly  be  deemed  an  impartial  reader.  His  opinions 
on  public  afiairs  and  public  men,  I  swallowed  widi 
avidity  and  approbation.  But  his  French  letters 
of  courtship  to  Dey verdun  sire  delicious  indeed : 
and  in  the  minute  incidents  connected  with  his 
Work,  I  stand  invisible  behind  him';  I  steal  along 
his  grove  of  Acacias,  and  my  mind  participates  in 
his  exultation  and  in  his  gloom.  Shall  I  add,  that 
in  his  honest  and  manly  retirement  from  public 
life,  and  in  his  estimate  of  the  comparative  charms 

of 
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of  politics  and  philosophy,  he  has  also  a  pdttrerfiil 

echo  in  mv  bosom  ?  I  trust  that,  Hke  him,  I  should 
have  been  able,  in  spite  of  "  mcs  amis,  qui  ne 
veulent  pas  me  permettre  d'etre  heureux  suivant 
mon  gout,  et  mes  lumi^res,''  to  have  persisted  in  a 
like  line  of  conduct;  since  I  have  his  authority  for 
flatteriiig  myself  that  I  possess  a  disposition 
somewhat  similar  to  his  own."  The  names  of 
ChelsummA  Randolph  I  have  not  foi'gotten,  though 
I  suspect  myself  of  never  having  read  their  booiis* ' 

CCLXVIII. 
Samuel  Rose,  Esq.  to  Lord  Sheffield. 

I^It  Dear  Lord,       Denbam  Lodge,  Sept  Ztbt  179^ 

I  HAVE  been  in  Oxfordshire,  and  am  now  in 
Norfolk,  visiting  my  valuable  but  unhappy  friend 
Cowper,  who,  though  certainly  better  than  he  has 
been,  still  continues  a  victim  to  melancholy  and 
despair.  It  is  a^  dreadful  sight  !—such  talents  so 
laid  waste  by  so  merciless  a  disorder  claim  our  pity 
now,  ias  much  as,  in  a  different  state,  they  before' 
excited  our  admiration.  But  it  is  not  the  object 
pf  this  letter  to  communicate  to  your  Lordship  thoise 
painful  sensations  which  must  necessarily  be  felt 
by  every  benevolent  mind  at  hearing  of  the  con- 
tinued misery  this  gentleman  suffers,  it  is  rather 
the  object  of  this  letter  to  give  you  pleasure,  who  ' 
are  ever  so  active  in  creating  and  promoting  the 
enjoyment  of  others. 

I  lately  heard  from  my  friend  Mr.  Mackenzie  of 
Edinburgh,  who  has  distinguished  himself  in  the  ' 

literary 
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literaiy  world  by  his  Man  of  Feeling,  and  other 
ingenious  publications.  He  speaks  in  the  follow* 
ing  just  and  appropriate  terms  of  your  Lordship's^ 
last  work,  which  I  transcribe  with  great  satisfac- 
tion^  as  they  express  my  sentiments  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  as  they  come  with  weight  from  so  distin- 
guished a  character  as  Air.  Mackenzie : 

"  With  Mn  Gibbon's  volumes,  particularly  the 
first,  I  was  much  entertained  and  gratified.  To 
see  so  mucli  of  the  life  and  manners  of  a  celebrated 
man,  is  always  gratifying;  in  this  case  it  was 
peculiarly  so,  from  the  increased  esteem  which 
it  excited  for  that  man,  by  exhibiting  him  in  so 
amiable  a  view  as  a  relation  and  a  friend.  Lord 
Sheffield  and  his  family  formed  a  very  interesting 
group  in  the  picture.  Among  authors  and  public 
men  it  is  not  very  common,  and  it  is  very  pleasing, 
to  find  such  continued  and  warm  affection  and  atp 
tachment;  and  the  man  of  taste,  as  well  as  of  virtue, 
is  deeply  indebted  to  the  editor,  who  can  thus 
imfold  to  him  such  sources  of  moral  as  well  as 
literary  pleasure." 

This  is  one,  among  many  honourable  testimonies, 
you  have  received  of  the  value  and  importance  of 
your  veiy  entertaining  publication;  a  publication 
which  will  increase  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  pub' 
lie,  in  proportion  as  they  become  better  acquainted 
-  with  its  contents. 

Your  Lordship's  obliged  and  affectionate, 

Samuel  Rose. 

tXD  OF  VOL,  II. 
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